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Stop blaming, start
working on budget

Asthe 2003 Kansas L egislature and the new governor pon-
der how to deal withthestate'scurrentfinancial crisis, thefore-
most question ontheir mindsshould NOT be, “Who'sgoingto
blink first?’

Thequestion, of course, should be* What’sbest for Kansas?’
Unfortunately, with the opening of thelegidative session just
weeks away, it seemsthat seeking political advantage till is
the order of the day.

... Gov.-elect Kathleen Sebelius ... has, so far, been unwill-
ingtocompromiseonher positionthat thestate’ sbudget prob-
lems can be solved without tax increases. Thisis despite the
fact that the combined money-saving measures suggested by
her postel ection study panel swould barely scratchthesurface
in reducing the deficit.

Republicanlegidatorsalsoaresittingontheir handswhenit
comestotax increases, waiting for Sebeliustotaketheblame.

... Meanwhile, education officials are scraping to keep
schools afloat, and advocates for people with disabilities re-
portedly aredrafting their own proposal for tax increasesthat
would prevent further cutsin service.

... if thisattitude continues very far into the legislative ses-
sion, it could be extremely harmful to the state. Inthelast leg-
islativesession, both Republicansand Democratsspent weeks
throwing up their handsand saying“WE aren’t goingto bethe
onesto propose atax increase.” ...

... Ifthegovernor andlegid atorstruly believethebudget can
bebalanced without tax increasesthey should put aplanonthe
table... If suchabudget simply isn’t possible, they should put
their politicsasideand bewilling totakeresponsibility for the
stepsthat areneededtolead thestatethroughthisdifficulttime.

— The Lawrence Journal-World

About those letters . . .

The Free Press encourages and wel comes letters from read-
ers. Lettersshouldbetypewritten, if at all possible, and should
includeatel ephonenumber andanaddress. M ostimportantly,
all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot
bepublished. Wereservetherighttoeditfor clarity andlength,
and, likewise, reservetheright to reject letters deemed to be
of no publicinterest or considered offensiveor libel ous.

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nwkansas.com.
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U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office
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U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/
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Thecustomer iskind, listen carefully

Whilealmost every industry today doesalousy
job of living by the motto: “the customer isthe
most important part of business,” Kansas farm-
ersand ranchersare one segment that adheresto
thisphilosophy.

Withtheadvent of thenew year, Kansasfarm-
ersand ranchers must once again look to the fu-
turewith an open mind and the flexibility to de-
velop new ways of marketing their products.

Customers and consumers are driven by
changesin personal preferences and increased
income levels. Give the consumer what he/she
wantswill never ringtruer thanit will inthe21st
Century.

Today’sconsumer hasmoney and they wantto
spend their money on what they want. Conve-
nienceasoisvery important, and whilepriceis
lessimportant, it will still beamajor pieceof the
buying equation.

Our futureagricultural economy will continue
to be driven by consumer demand. Consumers
continue to become wiser, savvier every day.
Tomorrow's well-informed shopper will want,
and demand, more information about how food
isproduced. It will be up to the producer to help
provide such information.

Consumersmust never beviewed asadversar-
ies. Consumersarethefolksthat buy agricultural
productsand keepfarmersinthebusinessof pro-
ducing food and fiber.

John
Schlageck

® Guest
Commentary

We can never discount their intelligence.
Rather we must seek input from them, and once
weunderstandwhat their needsare- providefor
them.

Ashasawaysbeenthecase, every year, agri-
cultural producers are called upon to become
better risk managers, especially aswe continue
moving into amarket-oriented world arena.

While extension and marketing specialists
havepreached keeping accurate, detailedrecords
that chart production costs and individual mar-
keting practices custom tailored to each indi-
vidual farm, such disciplines till require addi-
tional work in most enterprises.

Thesuccessful farmerin2003 and beyondwill
betheonewho managesyield and pricerisksby
knowing exactly what break-even costsof each
crop will be. He/she will incorporate specific
goalsthat ensureprofitsandincludeprudent risk-
management strategies.

Flexibility will key futuresuccessonthefarm.
Oneday soon farmersmay no longer be ableto

rely ongovernment disaster relief. Farmersmust
examine sound, new marketing techniques anc
the latest crop insurance options coming down
the pike.

Oneattribute many farmers shareiscommon
sense. Don't forget to use thisvital tool during
the upcoming year.

Remember, that past performancenever guar-
anteesfuturesuccess. Avoid greedwhenmarket-
ing. Never wait to sell at the top of the market
becauseyourarely will.

If something sounds too good to be true - i
generalyis.Always, andthismeansall thetime
explainrisk strategiesyouareconsideringtoyour
spouse or partner. If they cannot reiterate what
you have said and have it make sense, then you
may want to reconsider.

Whilerelying on common senseis helpful, it
will not always make you a successful farmer.
Beingthought of asagoodfarmer will not always
ensure profitability either.

But, becoming a business specialist isapre-
requisiteto continuingintheprofession of farm-
inginthe new year.

*kkkk

Editor’snote: John Schlageck hasbeenwrit-
ing about farming and ranching in Kansas for
25years. Heisthemanaging editor of “ Kansas
Living,” aquarterly magazine dedicated to ag-
ricultureandrural lifein Kansas.

Themany reasonsfor war — all bad

I’ vegot aholiday present for GeorgeBush, our
president. I'm going to give him agood reason
for attacking Irag. That's more than he's ever
givenme.

Thusfar, President Bush hastriedto convince
usthat war with Irag isanecessity because:

1. It has weapons of mass destruction that it
might turn on usat any moment.

2. Failing that, it will turn them on its neigh-
bors.

3. Failing that, it will sell them to terrorist
groupswho will usethem on us.

4. And anyway, it was behind the attacks of 9/
11, sort of.

Noneof whichseemsterribly persuasivetome.
If Saddam attacksus, or hisneighbors withmas-
siveforce, herunsrisk of obliteration. Heknows
that. He'snuts, but he'snot suicidal. (Thereisno
evidence, by theway, that hewasinvolved with
the 9/11 plotters.)

Asfar assalestoterroristsgroupsgo, our main
threat thereistheformer Soviet stateswhichdo
have biological, chemical and nuclear weap-
ons—under the care of underpaid, demoralized
technicians, looking for apayday.

Sowhat’swrongwithrelyingonU.N. inspec-
torstoferret out theseterrible weapons?

Oh, I know, inspections don't work. Dick
Cheney said so.

| don't get that.

We have spy planesthat can photograph the
printing on agolf ball from 20,000 feet.

You mean totell mewe haven't observed the
place closely enough for the past 10 yearsthat
wedon’t know wherethe suspicious sites are?

Other
Viewpoints

® From Pens
of Kansans

It seemstomethatinspections, pursuedassidu-
ously, should at the very least allow usto limit
the capacity of Saddam for mischief. Therest of
therisk can be made minimal by our threat of
massiveretaliation.

A more persuasive case for the war has been
made by former Nebraska Senator Bob Kerrey,
now thepresident of theNew School inNew York
City.

Kerrey arguesthat wehaveamoral duty toget
rid of Saddam, on humanitarian grounds. Yes,
that’swhat | said—humanitarian grounds.

Toleavehimin place, saysKerrey, isto con-
demnthepeopleof Iragtoaperpetual living hell
andtoputtheentireregionat risk of asimilar fate.

If youbelieve that theUnited Statesshould be
achampionof humanrights, how canyounot be
for dislodging Saddam?

Thisistheliberal argument forwar; onewhich
liberals have not warmed to.

Student and faculty membersat hisschool —
abastion of liberalism for decades—have pro-
tested his stance and called for hisresignation,
but he hasheld hisground.

It'sdifficulttoarguethat Saddamisnot avery,
very bad man.

Therecordisrepletewith storiesof thetorture
and mutilation of childrenwhiletheir parents are
madetowatch, of therapeof womeninthepres-
enceof their families, of political prisonerskillec
dowlyinexcruciatingways(beingdipped gradu-
aly inavat of acid being one of the more ba
roque).

Heisamonster. Andyet, | hesitateto embrace
awar against him.

| don't see any way to go into Iraq withou
extensivebombing, withall that meansin terms
of civilian casualties.

And Saddam haspromiseda“ scorched earth”
policy if attacked; that is, he would destroy his
country’soil fields, electrical power plantsanc
food storage sites, leaving hisaready impover-
ished nation destitute.

Surely, if he does have weapons of mass de-
struction, hewould usethemindiscriminately or
usand on hisown peopleif necessary.

We would then be |€eft in the position of hav-
ingdestroyedIraginordertosave it. We' vebeer
there before.

Sothere' sacaseto bemadefor thewar, and
caseagainstit. My great hopeisthat Saddamwill
back downin thisgame of chicken he’splaying
with President Bush, gather up his stolen mil-
lions, and go off someplace to livethelife of
deposed tyrant.

It’snot much of ahope, butit'sall I’ vegot.
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Editor’snote: Donald Kaul recentlyretired as
Washington columnist for the Des Moines Reg-
ister. For information, email: donal dkaul @-
aol.com.
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