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Bush pushes hard
to spur economy

President Bush, who stunned hiscriticsin 2001 by winning pas-
sage of the biggest tax cut since Ronald Reagan, ishopingto re-
peat history with a bolder-than-expected $674 billion stimulus
plan.

Butwhether hewinsor losesin Congress, hisstrategy isalmost
certainly aimed at avoiding another bit of history — hisfather’'s
costly political mistake of appearing to ignorethe paininflicted
by the nation’slast joblessrecovery.

“Too many of our citizenswho want to work cannot find ajob
andmany employerslack theconfidencetoinvest and createnew
jobs,” Bush said Tuesday in Chicago, where he unveiled hisnew
package of tax cuts, saying they were needed to bol ster asputter-
ing recovery.

Indeed, the last year’s performance bears many similaritiesto
the period when Bush's father was in the White House and the
economy wascoming out of the1990-91 recessionwitheconomic
growth so weak that the unemployment rate kept rising.

Thejoblessrate returned to an eight-year high of 6 percentin
November. Analystsarepredicting theratewill head evenhigher
in coming months, probably topping out at 6.5 percent in early
summer, beforestronger growth startsto convincebusi nessesthey
can hireback laid-off workers.

Bush doesn’t want his 2004 Democratic opponent to enjoy the
kind of successBill Clinton hadin 1992 by using arising jobless
rateto convince votersto reject anincumbent president.

Both the size of Bush’s new stimulus package — at $674 bil-
lion, morethan doublewhat theWhite Housej ust aweek ago had
been indicating would be offered — and its component parts,
which are weighted heavily toward tax relief for the wealthiest
Americans, demonstratethat Bushisnot afraidtobeboldin push-
ing hiseconomic agenda.

Bush, who complained last week that criticswereusing “class
warfare” arguments, rejected the advice of some of hisadvisers
totonedownthetax breaksfor theweal thy toblunt such criticism.

I nstead, heproposed accel erating all therate cutsscheduled for
2004 and 2006, including thosefor thetop bracket of wealthy tax-
payers.

Theelimination of federal taxeson thedividendscorporations
pay investorswill cost $364 billion, morethan half of Bush’'s$674
billiontotal package. Thejoint Urban I nstitute-BrookingsInsti-
tution Tax Policy Center estimated that 42 percent of these tax
savingswould go to wealthiest 1 percent of taxpayers.

The administration, however, is counting on the tax dividend
proposal to lift spiritson Wall Street, whereinvestors have been
batteredby a$7trilliondropinstock val uationsover thepast three
years. Some advisers estimate that stock prices could rise by 10
percent with an elimination of the dividend tax.

Bush’s plan would provide middle-classtax relief intheform
of a$400increaseinthe current $600-per-child tax credit and ac-
celeration of relief from the so-called marriage penalty that hits
two-earner couples.

Other analystsworried that Bush’'s plan might provideashort-
termboost for theeconomy thisyear but turnintoal ong-termdrag
over the next decade by causing budget deficits to explode and
sendinterest ratessoaring. —Martin Crutsinger, TheAssociated
Pressin Washington

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageare encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th &t., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com or pdecker @nwkansas.com.
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Winningthewar

Wejust finished avery informativelecture se-
riesonangel sat churchthisweekend. Dr. Edward
Myers, from Harding University in Searcy, Ark.
cameandtaught onthesubject at the Colby Com-
munity Building Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Hislectureswere morethan just informative;
hewasvery positive and upbeat as he presented
Biblical truths about God's creation.

He doesn't believeinindividual guardian an-
gels; rather that the host of heaven looks out for
humanity, in effect givingusmultipleguardians.
During our time studying Matthew 18:10, how-
ever, | wasreminded of thetongue-in-cheek hy-
pothesisthat someof usmay haveretired several
guardian angelsasaresult of our escapades!

Oneof thegreat thingsabout any sort of series
likethiswasvisitingwithfolkswedon, t oftenget
to see and meeting new friends.

Several brethren from Hoxie and Oakley, as
well asM cCook andWauneta, Neb. wereonhand
and| got to meet thenew preacher at M cCook for
thefirsttime.

Oneof theaccomplishmentsof thisweekend's
lectureswastoremindusthat thereisindeedawar
going onthat hasbeen raging since creation. Sa-
tan has been fighting for the control of the souls
of all humanity since the very beginning and,
though he was defeated in finality by a Jewish
carpenter some2,000yearsago, hecontinuesthe
fight until thisday.

Thewar is spiritual, itistrue, butitisno less

A~ Jay Kelley
® Speaking My
Mind

brutal for that and its results are often found in
our material world. World leaders and govern-
mentstake part inthat war on both sidesaswell,
somewillingly and knowingly and some out of
ignorance.

Inthedemocrati c societiesof themodernwest-
ernworld, wethe people have abigger part than
wemightrealize. Wearetheoneswho chooseour
leadersand many timesthe choiceisdifficult at
best because the guys in the white hats are not
alwaysreadily identifiable.

Although the lectures had nothing to do with
thepolitical aimsof world governments, | could
not hel p but bereminded of God' scontrol and his
useof evencriminal despotsinaccomplishinghis
aims.

Ital socametomindthat our opponent will use,
if possible, well meaning andreligiouspeopleto
accomplish hisgoals.

Too many timeswe get confused in deciding
whoisgood andwhoisevil based ononeor two

specific actsand we forget to ook at the whole
picture.

Wealsoforget, at times, that agood economic
and foreign policy mean nothing if we are not
people of integrity and faith.

We, meaning all humanity, do have onething
going for us. God hasleft usan owner’ smanual,
if youwill,intheBible.

Itismorethan simply abook of rulesanditis
much more than simply a book of high ethical
standardshanded down by good, but uninspired
men who were ahead of their time.

Withinitspages, wenot only havetheprescrip-
tion for victory in this eternal war that rages
around us and of which we are a part, whether
willing or not; we have examples of otherswha
fought thebattles, somevictoriousand somenot.

Ultimately, we are all in the war, whether we
want to be or not. Thewar’send will be both fi-
nal andeternal for all involved, soitisimportant.

Oneof thegreat weaponsour opponent hasis
theart of spin.

Heisaliar and,infact, thefather of all liars, so
spinisanatural weapon. The Bibleis not only
thebest anti-spindeviceever devel oped; itisthe
only anti-spin devicethat works.

Perhapsit should be our first line of defense.

A. Jay Kelley speakshismind onpolitics, eth-
icsand morals fromtime to time. His e-mail is
jkelley@nwkansas.com.

The snooper-duper spying machine

Here it comes - another Gooberhead Award,
presentedtothoseinthenewswhose tonguesare
going 100 milesan hour ... but who forgot to put
their brainsin gear.

Today I’ vegot aDouble Goober for you! Both
our winnersareexcited about aBig, New, Whiz-
bang Technol ogical advancethey call “ Total In-
formation Awareness.”

TheT.I.A. isancther fine product brought to
us by those fun-loving techno-wizards at the
Pentagon, and you should becometotally aware
of their latest gizmo, becausethey definitely plan
toincludeyouintheir fun.

T.I.A.isasuper-sophisticated, super-fast com-
puter system that isdesigned to scoop up every
|ast detail of every transactionthat youand | and
everyone else makes. Your bank withdrawals,
prescriptionsyou buy, booksyou check out, trips
you make, documents you file, Web sites you
visit, emails you send, your job records, com-
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plaintsyoumaketo authoriti es, complaintsmade
against you— all of itisto bedumpedintowhat
T.I.A. enthusiasts call “avirtual, centralized
grand database,” whichwill beavailabletovari-
ouslocal, state, federal, and international agen-
cies.

Soundlikefun?Surely they’ rekidding, right?
Nope. It'sall part of Bush’sHomeland Security
Act, just passed by Congress.

And guess who's in charge of this new
snooper-duper scheme? John Poindexter.

Yes, thedisgraced former-Reagan official anc
Iran-Contra sleaze who was convicted on five
felony counts of lying to Congress! He's our
Goober Number Onefor breezi Iy asserting that
everyone's “transaction space” must be moni-
tored in order toferret out terrorists.

Goober Number TwoisDonRumsfeld, Bush’s
Pentagon chief whoarrogantly declaredthat crit-
icswhoexpressalarmabout thisT.I.A.intrusion
intoour livesaredoinga“ disservicetothecoun-
try.”

To battle these Gooberheads, call the Elec-
tronic Privacy Information Center at 202-483-
1140.
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JimHightower isaformer agricultural com-
missioner of Texas. For moreinformation, call:
866-271-4900.

Irag crisiscallsfor quality journalism

AsAmericamovestowardwar, it'sessential for
journaliststodigintotheir work asif they were
soldiersthemselves, with their lives potentially
on the line-and for the Bush administration to
respect the crucial role journalists play in our
democracy.

Journalists are supposed to challenge power-
ful interestsand entrenched ideas. They are sup-
posed to ask tough questions and demand hard-
to-getinformation. They aresupposedtoinsiston
seeing evidenceto support theveracity of unsub-
stantiated claims-whether they come from the
highest-ranking government officialsor anevery-
day person.

Citizensrely onjournaliststo exposethefacts.

Asthelrag “crisis’ bubbles near the boiling
point, weneedjournalistsand our leadersto step
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uptotheplate. If they don't, weneedtolet them
know about it. Thisisnotimeto toleratelazy or
doppy work, from reporters or officials. From
journalists, keep an eyeout for thesethree com-
mon shortfalls:

1. We don't want journalists swept up into a
patriotic frenzy.

2.Wedon' twant journalistspresentingimages
provided by the Pentagon without background
information.

3. Wedon'twantjournalistsrepeatingsimplis-
tic polling results.

From government officials, citizensmust in-
sistthat journalistsget theaccessandresponsive-
ness they need to do their jobs. This means di-
rect contact with President George W. Bush in
news conferences and briefings. (Defense Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeldisastrangely appealing
figureon TV, but heisnot the president.)

What should citizensdoiif journalistsor poli-
ticiansaren’t doing their job to inform us? Talk
back. You can contact a reporter by phone, e-
mail, fax, send | etterstotheeditor, seek out dis-
cussionforumsontheWeb sitesof newsoutlets,
aswell asoccasional onlinechatswithreporters.
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Jason Salzman is the author of “ Making the
News: AGuidefor NonprofitsandActivists,” and
board chair of Rocky Mountain Media Watch.
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