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GOP back In the
winner’s circle

InJanuary 1953, ayear of war onthe K orean Peninsulaand aRed
Scareat home, Republicansmovedintothewinner’scircleof Ameri-
canpolitics: s multaneouscontrol of theWhiteHouseand both cham-
bersof Congress.

The GOP striumph, thefirst timethe party had occupied the cen-
tral positions of national power since the Great Depression, |asted
exactly twoyears.

Althoughthecountry till liked I ke, Dwight Eisenhower’ sRepub-
licanswoul d not regainaSenatemajority for 26 years. It took the GOP
40yearsafter itslossesin 1954 to recaptureamajority inthe House.

A half-century later, Republicanshaveagain achieved thetrifecta
— thetriplecrown— of American political success. Andagaincon-
flict with Koreaisinthe news.

Stepping onto the rostrum where Eisenhower stood when he ad-
dressed the83rd Congress50yearsago, Republican GeorgeW. Bush
will deliver the State of the Union address Jan. 28 beforeajoint ses-
sion of the GOP-led 108th Congress.

Except for asix-month period at thebeginning of thel ast Congress,
aleadershipopportunity ended by thedefection of Sen. JamesJeffords
of Vermont, the 1953-1954 term marks the last time Republicans
controlled the House, Senate and White House at the sametime.

Korearemainsavexingissueahalf-century after thearmisticethat
endedthewar. Civil rights, whichwasjust gathering momentumwhen
the83rd Congressconvened, isafar differentissuethanitwasin 1953
whenin many states public accommodationswerestill racially seg-
regated and theright to vote severely limited.

Headlinesin 1953 recorded Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy’s hunt for
communistsinthe State Department and theArmy. But by theend of
1954 the Republican-run Senate had condemned its GOP colleague
for abusing hisoffice.

Oneof thefactorsin McCarthy’sdownfall wasthe 1950 Declara-
tion of Consciencerepudiating hisguilt-by-associ ationtacti csissued
by fellow Republican Sen. Margaret Chase Smithof Maine. Shewas
thefirst woman elected to the Senate in her own right and, in 1953,
the only female senator.

Fifty years have made a difference. Fourteen of the 100 senators
servinginthe 108th Congresswill bewomen, arecord number. Five
of the of the 14 will be Republicans, also arecord.

Aportrait of Smithwill beaddedtothe Senate’ scollection of paint-
ingsof distinguished former members during the new Congress.

Alivinglink tothe83rd CongressisSen. Strom Thurmond, R-S.C.,
whowasappointedtothe SenateasaDemocratin 1954 and will serve
until the opening of the 108th.

It was at the senator’s 100th birthday party on Dec. 5 that Repub-
lican leader Trent Lott voiced nostalgiaover Thurmond's segrega-
tionist campaign for president in 1948.

That touched off afirestormthat led to L ott’ sreplacement asleader
by Sen. Bill Frist, R-Tenn.

When VicePresident Richard Nixon rapped the new Senateto or-
der in the 83rd Congress he did so using the 2 1/2-inch, hourglass
shaped gavel employed by every presiding officer since 1789.

Oneprecedent set at theend of the 107th Congresstakesfull effect
inthe108th: LisaMurkowski, R-Alaska, will becomethefirst sena-
tor ever appointed by her father. Frank M urkowski named hisdaughter
toservethetworemainingyearsinhisSenateterm after hewassworn
inasAlaska s new governor.

LisaMurkowski andother newcomerstotheCapitol will only have
to glanceout an east-facing window to inspect the biggest changeto
the Capitol sincethedomeand Senate and Housewingswere added
140yearsago. —Lawrence L. Knutson iscompleting a 35-year run
reporting on Congress, the White House and Washington's history
later thismonth.
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L awyerstakethefun out of crackers

Theworld welivein ... ispopulated by law-
yers.

Take, for example, Sunshine Biscuit’s Cheez-
It cracker.

Thisvenerablebrand hasbeen around forever
— the company claimsit has been making the
littlecheddar squaressince1921, nearly 82 years.
Andthey’restill apretty good snack.

A coupleof yearsago, thecompany wanted to
jazzuptheline.

They started making all kinds of specialty
Cheez-Its, white cheddar, garlic, party mix, you
nameit.

And they hired someone to redesign the box.
Some smart kid in marketing, or at the advertis-
ingagency, cameupwiththeideaof acampy little
“engineering diagram” for the crackers.

It 1abelsthe perforations along the edge asthe
“no-dlip grip.” “Helpsyou grab more Cheez-Its
in every handful.”

The holein the middleisthe “air intake, im-
proves aerodynamics during periods of rapid
Cheez-1t consumption.”

And the bumpy, lumpy surfaceis covered un-
der “surface dynamics: bumpy, crispy, crunchy,
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utterly satisfying.”

Cute, huh?

Itwas, too, until somebody showedittolegal.

Nothing getsdonein the corporate world un-
lessyou show ittolegal.

And legal was, apparently, not amused.

Someone might read the cutsi e description of
the cracker and take it serioudly.

The mind conjures up avision of Dave
L etterman’sDumb Guy: “Hey, Bill, ook at this,
wouldja, saysthese crackerscanfly.”

Then came the disclaimers: Under the head-
ing, “Anatomy of aCheez-It,”

(but don't believeit!)

And down below, intiny type,

“Thesequalitiesmake Cheez-Itfun, but donot
suggest any serious product performance
claims.”

Duh.

Heck, it makes more sensefor McDonaldstc
print awarning on their coffee cups: “ Contents
may behot.”

McDonaldsiskindof stubbornthat way. They
didn’twanttoturndowntheheat ontheir coffee
even after they weresued, sothey added awarn-
ing to the cups.

Personally, | think their coffeeisway too hof
todrink. But | cantell that without alabel.

Oh, back to the Cheez-It box. Somebody at
legal madethem put another lineonintiny type,
by a picture of acracker in the “anatomy” sec-
tion.

“Not actual size,” it says.

Not true. The crackerson the front of the box
aresmallerthanreal ones. Theoneinthediagran
isactual size.

But don't believeit!

*kkk*k

SeveHaynesispublisher of the Oberlin Her-
ald and co-owner of Nor’ West Newspapers.

SUV ownersshouldn’t read this

Therearefew thingsmoremid eadingly named
thanthe Sports Utility Vehicle, whichisneither
sporty nor particularly utilitarian.

Oh, it'sadvertisedasuseful, I'll grant youthat.
Andmaybeitis, if youliveinaremotemountain
villagewhereyouoccasionally havetodriveover
arock-strewn field in bad weather to get where
you’ regoing.

But most of the peoplewho do thingslikethat
wouldn’t be caught sober in one of the modern,
fancy-schmansy SUV s, withthesoftrideandthe
leather seats and cup-holders. (Real mountain
people drive pickup trucks with agun-rack in
back of their heads.)

No, SUV sarebought, for themost part, by city
folk, many of them suburban mothers who use
them to cart kids around, with side trips to the
supermarket.

They claim that they buy them because they
are;

1. Roomy (for thekids, you know)

2. Safe(don’t want to beout therein atin can)

3.Abletotravel ininclement weather (because
of thefour-wheel drive so many of them have)

Whichwould befine, except that noneof those
thingsistrue. By the numbers:

1. Eventhebiggest SUVs(andtherearesome
monsters) don’t have any more passenger room
than, say, afull-sized minivan, which coststhou-
sandsof dollarslessand iseasier to park.

2. SUVs have the distinction of being both
moredangeroustothemsel vesand moredanger-
ousto other carsthan other vehicles.

Because of their high center of gravity, they
haveadistressingtendency toroll over andtheir
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fatality ratesarehigher than traditional vehicles
(6 percent higher ontheaverage; 8 percentinthe
bigger models).

However, because of their hugesize, inacol-
lisionwithanormal-sized car, they are moreapt
tokill the occupants of the other vehicle.

A Chevy Tahoe, for exampl e, kills122 people
for every 1 million models on the road, whilea
HondaAccordkillsonly 21. Thiswhat’sknown
asalose/losesituation.

3. Inclement weather?

Don’'t make melaugh.

Peoplewith SUV sthink inclement weather is
when you can't play golf.

For the occasional snowy day in most areas
there are better waysto get around.

SUVs are not the only four-whedl drive ve-
hiclesaround anymore, after al.

There are carswith al- and four-wheel drive
that are superior in every way to your average
SUV.

Every way except one.

You can’t bully other vehicles with a car the
way you canwithan SUV.

And that’swhat the extraordinary popularity
of the SUV isabout—bullying.

KeithBradsher,a“New York Times’ reporter
who been waging a crusade against SUVs for

yearsnow, hasjust published abook, “High and
Mighty,” which documentsthe case against the
vehicle.

In it he quotes market researchers who have
foundthat the SUV crazeisabout not | etting any-
thing get in your way and at the extreme, aboult
intimidating othersto get out of your way. SUV
buyers, theresearcherssay, tendto be " insecure
andvain” and oftenlack confidenceintheir driv-
ing skills.

Doesthat sound familiar or what? Picturethe
typical SUV driver—thebeady, close-set eyesof
aserial killer set above asnarl that could curdle
alatte.

Andthat’sjustthewomen. Themenareworse.
Think of Hitler’s Panzer divisionsinvading Po-
land.

Ontop of every else, these behemothshandle
badly, getlousy gasmileage, areexempt fromthe
safety standards that regular cars have to meet
and don't have to pay the luxury tax that simi-
larly priced carshavetopay. (It'scalled campaigr
contributions.)

Let’'sfaceit, they arean unmitigated disaster;
assault rifleswith power steering.

If aterrorist country wastryingtodotouswhal
the SUV isdoing, we' d be bombing it by now.

Yet the SUV has become the backbone of the
American autoindustry, and, assuch, iswith us
forever or until thegasolinerunsout, whichever
comesfirst, Happy New Year.

Donald Kaul recently retired as Washingtor
columnist for the “ Des Moines Register.” For
moreinformation, email: donaldkaul @aol .corn
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