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Board
to honor
member

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Fair Board
will hold itsregular monthly meet-
ingtonight at the ThomasCounty 4-
H building.

Among the many agenda items,
fair board members said they plan
to honor Marty Crampton for his
dedi cationtotheboard and commit-
tees.

The meeting gets underway at 8
p.m. andwill includeareport from
the Thomas County Extension of -
fice, afinancial report and commit-
tee reports from the following fair
board members:

«Jim Malcolm will report on
Buildingsand Grounds at the Tho-
mas County fairgrounds.

«Darrel Dible will report on the
Thomas County A musement Asso-
ciation contract. The Amusement
Associationwasformed|ast year by
members of the community in an
effort to ensure that the Thomas
County fair will always have a
home-owned carnival.

*Gary Garrett, rodeo chairman,
will report on an announcer and
soundman for next year’s county
fair entertainment.

«JustinAlexander and Brad Skol-
outwill report on Paradethemesfor
the 2003 Thomas County fair.

*Nancy Rundel, will discussrules
andregul ationsfor the2003 Demo-
lition Derby.

«Crampton will report on the
races.

*Sue Draper will talk about the
fair book.

*Mark Andersonwill discussad-
vertising.

Oldbusinessfor theboardtocon-
sider includes drug forfeiture
money, grounds keeper replace-
ment interviews and the barbecue.

All fair board meetingsare open
to the public and everyoneis en-
couraged to attend.

week.

The balmy temperatures earlier in the week have been replaced with cooler and windier condi-
tions that are expected to continue through the weekend. Inresponse to the cold weather, many
people are bundling up themselves and their pets like Larry Snyder from South Carolina who
was walking his daughter’s dog, Jody, recently. Synder said the eight-year-old fox and rat ter-
rier mix has enjoyed sporting a hooded coat ever since she was a pup. Snyder said he was vis-
iting his daughter, Elesha, and decidedto take Jody out for awalk around Fike Park earlierinthe
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Chase ends
with capture

By PATTY DECKER

Free Press Editor

A 17-year-old Colby youth was
arrestedintheearly morning hours
on Tuesday after police received
complaintsabout aloud motorcycle
drivingrecklessly throughresiden-
tial neighborhoodsin thecity.

AlanMichael Diblewascharged
withfelony fleeingfroman officer,
driving under the influence, con-
sumption of alcohol by a minor,
recklessdriving, disobeying astop
sign, and having no liability insur-
ance, said Gary Shull, policeinves-
tigator with the Colby Police De-
partment.

The incident was reported at
12:57 am. and within 20 minutes,
law enforcement officers spotted
Dible riding his motorcycle at a
highrateof speedwithout lights, he
said.

Another officer respondingtothe
situation, Shull said, tried to get
Dible to stop by using his emer-
gency lightsasasignal for himto
stop, but themotorcycle continued
togoeast on Willow Avenue, afew
miles east of Colby, before it
crashed into afence.

Dible then fled on foot, Shull
said, andfor thenexttwo hours, law
enforcement officers searched the
areawith the canine unit and ther-
mal imager.

He was then found in afield at
3:03am.

Inaddition, Shull said that when
Dible was taken into custody, his
clothingwashbloody from anappar-
entfight earlier, but noother details
onthat fight werereleased.

The 17-year-old was taken to
Citizens Medical Center to be ex-
amined for any injuries from the
motorcycle crash and then was
transported to WakK eeney Juvenile
Detention Center.

The DUI charge was the second
offensefor Dible, Shull said today.

The most
serious charges at
this pointinclude
felony fleeing, driv-
ing under the influ-
ence and reckless
driving.”

Gary Shull,
police investigator

Thefirst DUI offensewasin Octo-
ber of 2002 and hewasstill on pro-
bation from that incident.

“Themost seriouschargesat this
point include felony fleeing, driv-
ing under theinfluenceand reckless
driving,” he said. “However, the
fact that someone is arrested or
charged with acrimeismerely an
accusation and they are presumed
innocent until and unless proven
guilty.”

In explaining what constitutes
felony fleeing, Shull saidthat when
aperson failsto stop for an officer
at aroad block, engagesinreckless
driving, isinvolved in amotor ve-
hicle accident or commits five or
moremovingviolations, intention-
ally causes damage to property,
drivesaroundtiredeflating devices
or attemptsto elude capturein the
commission of any felony, that per-
son can be charged.

InDible'ssituation, Shull said he
wasarrested for allegedly commit-
tingfour of thoseseven conditions.

A detention hearing was held
later that day to determinewhether
or not Dible would remain in cus-
tody. The results of that hearing
were unavailable as of presstime.

Nation’s unemployed workers welcome aid, but guestion delays

By LEIGH STROPE
AP Labor Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
last of Scott Carmichael’sstateun-
employment benefitsaredribbling
toward extinction. So, without
much faith in Congress, he cashed
in hisretirement pension.

After tax penalties, his $27,000
account probably won’t amount to
more than $17,000, but
Carmichael, 45, of Rowlett, Texas,
thought hehadlittlechoice. Count-
ing on an extra13weeksof federal
benefitswasjust too risky.

Thelaid-off WorldCom worker,
watching Congress open its new

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh-70

L ow thismorning-22

Soil temperature: 38

Temperature at 1 p.m. today:
43

Record high for today: 63,
1923. Record low, -9, 1937.

Theforecast

Tonight: Mostly clear. Low
near 10 above. North wind
around 10 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny and
cooler. High 35 to 40. North
wind 10 to 15 mph becoming
east late. Friday night: Partly
cloudy. Low near 15.

Saturday: Partly sunny. High
in the mid 30s. Saturday night:
Partly cloudy. Low inthelower
20s.

Sunday: Mostly clear. Highin
the upper 40s.

Monday: Mostly clear.Lowin
the lower 20s and a high in the
mid 40s.

Tuesday: Partly cloudy. Low
inthemid 20sandahighnear 45.

Wednesday: Colder. Partly
cloudy. Low in the lower 20s
and ahighinthemid 30s.

sessionthisweek on C-SPAN, was
stunned to see at thetop of theleg-
islativeagendaa$7.25billionplan
to extend federal benefitsto 1.6
million peoplelike himself — vic-
tims of an ailing economy who
would become eligible if they ex-
hausted their state benefits before
June 1.

Even more startling was the
speedatwhichthelegidationsailed
through, landing on President
Bush'sdesk Wednesday.

“1 think it's great,” said
Carmichael, whose wife is a stay-
at-homemomtotheir children, ages
1 and 3. The biweekly check of

$574 helpedthem keeptheir home.
“It's about time they did some-
thing.”

Bush’ssignatureal sorenewed 13
weeks of federal emergency ben-
efits that were cut off Dec. 28 for
morethan 750,000j oblessworkers
who hadn’t exhausted them. Con-
gress adjourned late last year in a
stalemate over the program and | et
it expire.

But the swift action this week
meanscheckswill beissuedontime
without alapsein benefits, theLa-
bor Department said. Bush placed
hissignatureonthebill afew hours
after it cleared the House on avote

of 416-4. The Senate unanimously
passed the measure Tuesday.

Carmichael, a Bush supporter,
said hemostly blamed Republicans
— but not the president — for ne-
glecting the nation’s unemployed
by waiting until January to extend
the program.

He also said heis eager to learn
more about the “re-employment
accounts” that Bush proposed this
week tohel p peoplewithjob-search
expenses. The debate in Congress
also gave Carmichael a new per-
spective on a Democrat he didn’t
much care for — New York Sen.
Hillary Rodham Clinton.

“Sheswayed mewiththeway she
spoke,” hesaid. “ Shewasdefinitely
for thepeople. Shewasvery instru-
mental init.”

For the millions of Americans
looking for work, the aid won’t
come a minute too soon. The na-
tion’s unemployment rate has
soared to match an eight-year high
of 6 percent in November. De-
cember’s figures will be released
Friday by the L abor Department.

LawrenceTaylor, 27, of Philadel-
phia, saidthethreat of losingfederal
benefits has kept him up most
nights. Hewaslaid offinMay from
hisjobinstalling electric meters.

“If 1 told you I’ m not worrying,
I’dbecrazy,” said Taylor, wholives
withhisgirlfriendandtheir 5-year-
old son. “I've stayed up many
nights, worrying where the money
isgoing to cometo pay thehills.”

“It'sagreat relief,” hesaid.

Taylor said he'sfilled out 35 job
applications, but no one s hiring.
He's two months behind on the
water, electricand gashills. Heused
his last unemployment check, for
$592, to pay the mortgage.

“1 used to get up every morning
andgotowork. | liketopay my bills
ontime. | had excellent credit,” he
said of life before unemployment.

State revenues hit the mark in December, trail for year

By JOHN HANNA
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA (AP) — Staterevenue
collections met expectationsin
December but still trail the official
forecast for thefirst half of the cur-
rent budget year.

According to figures released
Wednesday, smaller-than-expected
corporateincometaxescontinueto
beproblematic, cominginwell be-
low theforecastsonwhichofficials
make budgeting decisions.

The Legislative Research De-

= Briefly

Booster Club seeks helpers

The Colby Booster Clubislooking for any school group
or team interested in earning extramoney for their group’s

partment reported that overall col-
lectionsin the state’s general fund
last month totaled $405 million,
about $800,000or 0.2 percent more
than stateanalystshad predictedin
their November forecast.

RevenuecollectionsmettheDe-
cember estimatepartly becausethe
state didn’t send $16.7 million in
promised aid paymentstocitiesand
counties.

That was part of the $48 million
Gov. Bill Graveswithheldfromlo-
cal local governments to help the

specific goalsto work at its concession stand during home

wrestling matches and basketball games, said Shawn
StephenswiththeBooster Club. Intheevent thereno school
groupsor teamsrequesting towork, theclub will extend the
offer to church youth groups and other organizations. If in-
terested, call Stephensat 462-6929.

Landfill has new regulations
Because of new Kansas Department of Health and Envi-

ronment regulations, only trees and shrubswill be allowed

in the Thomas County Landfill burn pile. All other wood
products, including unpainted wood and pallets, must be
placed in the construction and demolition area of the land-

stateavoid abudget deficit on June
30. Citiesand counties have asked
the Kansas Supreme Court to re-
| ease the money.

Forecasters had predicted total
collectionsof $2 billioninthefirst
six months of the fiscal year that
began last July 1.

Actual receipts were about $22
million below that figure, or 1.1
percent off the mark.

TheDecember figures” may rep-
resent alittle bit of aleveling out,”
said Senate President Dave Kerr,

fill, said Larry Jumper, supervisor. All debristhat enter the
constructionand demolition areaissubjecttothe$10 per ton
tipping fee, with a $2 minimum, he said. For questions or
other information, call Jumper at 462-8139.

Youth group plans soup supper

The Catholic Youth Organization in Colby is sponsoring
a soup supper, Saturday from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. (after the
evening mass) inthe Sacred Heart Catholic Church basement,
1065 W. 5th. The cost isfree-will donation and all proceeds
will gotosupport theyouth group’sactivities. Themenuwill
includepotato, chickennoodleand chili soups. For questions
or information, call 465-9103.

Soup supper will be held tonight
Therewill beasoup supper heldinthe Colby High School

but he said he was hesitant to draw
conclusionsfrom one month’scol-
lections.

“It at least providesalittleglim-
mer of hopefulness,” said Kerr, R-
Hutchinson.

State Budget Director Duane
Goossen said revenue collections
must meet expectations — and
makeup somelost groundfrompre-
vious months — just to prevent a
budget deficit on June 30.

“Meetingtherevenueprojections
for December does not take away

from the gravity of thissituation,”
Goossen said.

Forecasters had predicted that
corporate income tax collections
would total $20 millionin Decem-
ber and about $45millionfrom July
through December.

Instead, corporations paid total
incometaxesof $5.7 millioninDe-
cember and$24.4millioninthefirst
six months of the budget year.

Moreonthisarticlecanbefounc
on the Kansas L egislature: http://
www.kslegislature.org.

commonsareabeforetheColby and Goodlandwrestling dual
tonight. Servingwill beginat 5:30 p.m. Both chili and chicken
noodle soup will be served along with desserts. A free-will

donation will be accepted.
All proceeds from the event will benefit the Thomas

County Amusement Association.

Free throw contest Sunday

The Knights of Columbus annual free throw contest will
beheld Sunday, Jan. 12inthe Col by Elementary gymnasium.
Regi stration beginsat noonand competitionbeginsat 1 p.m.
The contest is open for al boys and girlsages 10-14. with

agedetermined asof Jan. 1, 2003, organi zation official ssaic

today.

Proof of ageisrequired by providing acopy of birth cer-
tificate. For thosewith questions, call MilesL adenburger at
462-7687 or Dewey Augustine at 462-2924 or 443-1548.
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