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Fair board hears about
new extension agent

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Fair Board
held its January meeting Thursday
night at the 4-H Building. Thomas
County commissionersRonEvans,
Duane Dawes, and County Clerk
Tracey Perkins were on hand to
holdtheboard’selectionof officers.
Mark Miller wasel ected president,
and Mark Andersonwasvotedinas
vice-president of the board.

Evanstold the board that “ Tho-
masCounty hasanoutstandingfair,
and the commissioners are very
appreciativeof theeffortsof thefair
board.”

Board member Marty Crampton
was recognized for his attendance
at fair board meetings. Crampton
didn’t miss any meetings during
2002.

Marie Skolout and Karen
Stramel informed the board that
they would betaking over theMiss
Rodeo pageant. Board member
Nancy Rundel volunteered to help
them.

D’ ette Schultz, fromthe Thomas
County Extension office, reported

that Doug Musick, formerly the
Sheridan County Extension agent,
and currently aWatershed Special -
istinLawrence, will betaking over
as the Thomas County Extension
Agent.

Musick’swife Cathy will bethe
Gove County Extension agent.

Theboard is still needing mem-
bersfrom Northand South Randall,
and East Hale Townships. Inter-
ested persons need to contact the
fair board.

In other business,

*Carnival chairmanDarrel Dible
reported that insurance for the
home-owned carnival hasbeen ap-
proved. Healso told the board that
sofar, 3rideshavebeen purchased,
and bidding continuesfor afourth.
Also, the Thomas County Amuse-
ment Association is looking for 4
kid'srides.

*Bill and Bev Biel haveagreedto
serve as Grand Marshalls of the
2003 parade. Justin Alexander and
Brad Skolout, who serve asthe pa-
rade committee, suggested to the
board that ideas for the parade
themebe solicited fromthe public.

Anyone who wishes to submit an
ideafor the parade theme should
contact amember of the board.

*Mark Anderson, advertising
chairman, reportedthat advertising
ratesfor thecatwalk will besetatthe
February meeting.

*The board will be re-applying
for money fromthe ThomasCounty
Community Foundation. A mix-up
onhow thefairisfunded causedthe
first application to be denied.

*The McDonald Lion’s Club is
interestedin cateringthefair barbe-
cue. Theboardiswaiting for abid.

*Theboardislookingintohaving
atractor pull at thisyear’sfair. The
tractor pull would be put on by the
NebraskaTractor Pull Association.

*Board member Brad Skolout
brought up the idea of having a
‘slab’ danceat thisyear’sfair. The
boardinstructed himto pursuethat
idea.

Thefair board meets on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month.
February’s meeting will be on the
13th, at 8 p.m. at the Thomas
County 4H building. The publicis
invited to attend.

Viaduct projectisago

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Inan effort to dispel rumorsthat
the viaduct project in Colby and
other projects in Thomas County
have been scrapped, TomHeinwith
the Kansas Department of Trans-
portion in Norton, went on record
today saying that those rumors
aren’ttrue.

“Even with the ongoing state
budget crisis, Colby and Thomas
County arein line for anumber of
road projects that will add up to
millions of dollars of improve-
ments,” he said.

Offering atimeline for the via-
duct project at Fourth and Franklin
and Fourth and Range Avenuesin
Colby, Hein said the state plansto
takebidsinApril for theupgrading

of the intersections and the demo-
lition of the Kyle Railroad bridge
with an on-grade crossing con-
structed. Hein also sited design
complications as a reason for the
delay inthe bidding process.

“The three projects are tied to-
gether and one contractor will be
awarded al of thework,” he said.

“That contractor will mostlikely
hire subcontractors to complete
some of the phases that their com-
pany is not equipped for.”

Money isexpectedtobesavedon
all three projects by consolidating
them into one package, Hein said.

The improvements at the inter-
sections will include new curb,
sidewalks and resurfacing of the
roadway.

Hein said he is encouraging

peopleto call Gerry Bieker, direc-
tor of public worksin Colby with
questions.

He also said that the Kyle Rail-
road bridge on K-25 will be re-
moved and a crossing will be con-
structed similar to the one in
Atwood.

“The transportation department
planners evaluated many factors
including current and future train
traffic, K-25 traffic volume, struc-
tural limitationsof thebridge, com-
position of the adjacent neighbor-
hood, and safety technology that
makean on-gradecrossing thebest
choiceforthislocation,” Heinsaid.

For those with questions, Hein
said he also could be reached at
(877) 550-5367 or send e-mailsto:
hein@ksdot.org>hei n@ksdot.org.
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DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

Millie Sauvain (right) took her turn at shuffleboard today at the Senior Progress Center in Colby.
Center director Donna Schielke waas Millie’s opponent. The center is open to all senior citizens
and offers a variety of activities to include exercise classes, line dancing, fellowship and much
more. For questions or information on how to get involved, call Schielke at 462-2902.

Long inaugural weekend will take Sebelius across Kansas

TOPEKA (AP)—InKathleen Sebelius
visionfor her inauguration, Kansansyoung
andoldwill shareinafour-day celebration
of regional food, good music and the mu-
tual appreciation of citizensandthegover-
nor-elect.

Festivitieswerebeginning Friday witha
Sebeliusinnovation— aseriesof regional
receptionsat universitiesor high schoolsin
six cities. Today's schedule was taking

Sebeliusto Garden City, Haysand Wichita,
with Saturday’s receptions in Salina,
Pittsburg and Kansas City, Kan.
Sebeliusreturnsto Topekafor aKansas
Family Festival at the Expocentre on Sun-
day afternoon. Monday brings a church
service, thelate-morning swearing-in cer-
emony and agaladinner and danceat night.
She and organizers wanted people
throughout the state to participate and

sought to have eventsthat anyone, includ-
ing families, can enjoy.

Funding comeswholly from privatecon-
tributionsand ticket sales. Any money left
over goesto the state by law.

“Thisisafineline becauseit isacause
of celebration, thepeaceful transfer of gov-
ernment,” inaugural coordinator Scott
Allegrucci said. “ Butthesearehardtimes.”

Allegrucci estimated the total cost at

$320,000 to $350,000. Gov. Bill Graves
spent $327,000 on hissecondinauguration
in 1999. Sebelius’ inaugural committeeis
using Kansas vendors rather than buying
fromwholesalers, whichismoreexpensive
but keeps money in the state economy,
Allegrucci said.

The full menu for Monday night's din-
ner at the Expocentre hasn’t been made
public, but organizersordered 400 pounds

of Kansas beef and 400 pounds of buffalo
meat from Butterfield Ranch in Beloit.

Astheeveningunfolds, sowill thestory
of Kansans and their government through
food and presentations, Allegrucci said.
TheKansasStateHistorical Society hel pec
with preparations.

“Wehaveaculturally rich state, and the
governor-elect is proud of it and wants
peopletoenjoy it,” Allegrucci said.

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh-42

L ow thismorning-6

Soil temperature: 33

Temperatureat 11 a.m.today:
28

Record high for today: 74,
1990. Record low, -14, 1962.

Theforecast

Tonight: Mostly cloudy.
Lowsinthemidteens. Southeast
wind around 10 mph.

Saturday: Mostly cloudy and
cool. Highs in the upper 30s.
Southwind 5to 10 mph becom-
ing northeast early in the after-
noon. Saturday night: Mostly
cloudy. Lowsintheupper teens.

Sunday: Mostly sunny and
warmer. Highsinthelower 50s.
Sunday night: Mostly clear and
breezy. Lowsinthemid 20s.

Monday: Partly cloudy and
windy. Highsin the upper 40s.

Tuesday: Partly cloudy. Lows
inthelower 20sand highsinthe
upper 40s.

Wednesday: Partly cloudy
and breezy. Lows near 20 and
highsin thelower 40s.

Thursday: Partly cloudy and
windy. Lowsinthe upper teens
and highsin the upper 30s.

Biological family of slain 9-year-old grieves his death

KANSASCITY, Kan. (AP) —
The last time Patricia Jones saw
Brian Edgar, her grandson was 2
and had beeninfoster caresincehe
was seven monthsold.

Thoughtsof that shortvisit, along
with afew photos and fond memo-
ries, are what she holds on to now
after learning that a boy killed last
week in a case attracting wide-
spread publicity washer grandson.

Brian died Dec. 29 of asphyxia-
tion after being gagged, and the
couplewho adopted him facemur-
der charges, as does a baby-sitter.

This week Linda Shadden, the
state’' s adoption contract specialist
in Wyandotte County, confirmed
that the9-year-old boy’shiological
fatherisJones’ son, now inthestate
prison at Lansing.

Recalling the last time she saw

Brian, Jonessaid, “Itwaslikeaflash
of light. Ahug.AKkiss. | haven't seen
himsincethen— until thenews. All
| heard was the name Brian, and |
knew that was my grandchild. My
heart just dropped.”

Her daughter, Elicia Jones, said
her heartache began when she saw
the slain boy’spictureinthe news-

paper.
“| saw meinhisface,” shesaid.

Now Jones and other family
members are grieving and asking
how Kansassocial servicesofficias
allowed the boy, born Brian Clark,
to be adopted by the people now
accused of killing him.

ChurchleadersNeil and Christy
Edgar andtheir baby sitter, Chasity
Boyd, are charged with the first-
degree murder of Brian, who died
after hewasbound and gagged and

hismouth taped shut. Policeallege
incourt recordsfiled thisweek said
that Brian and three other children
the Edgars had adopted were rou-
tinely bound and gagged at night.
“How couldthey placehiminan
abusivehome?’ asked EliciaJones.
“We're distraught about it,”
Shadden said. “Unfortunately, we
couldn’t prevent this. Or wedidn't
prevent this. It'sreally tragic.”
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Wellness Fair blood work Saturday

Bloodwork for theWellnessFair will bedoneonel ast Sat-
urday, Jan. 11, from 6to 10 a.m. at CitizensMedical Center.
With the Wellness Fair nearing, businesses are being asked
totakepart in promoting community health and wellnessby
coveringthecost of thefair registration and or health screen-
ingsfor their employees who may want to participate. The
fair will beheld on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2003, from9a.m.to 1
p.m. at the student union on the Colby Community College
campus. Theregistrationfeeis$5, withtheadditionfeesfor
some of thetests. For moreinformation about business cou-
pons for the Wellness Fair call Wanda Davis at (785) 462-
4797.

Booster Club seeks helpers

The Colby Booster Clubislooking for any school group
or team interested in earning extramoney for their group’s
specific goalsto work at its concession stand during home
wrestling matches and basketball games, said Shawn

StephenswiththeBooster Club. Intheevent thereno school
groupsor teamsrequesting towork, theclub will extend the
offer to church youth groups and other organizations. If in-
terested, call Stephensat 462-6929.

Youth group soup supper Saturday

The Catholic Youth Organization in Colby is sponsoring
a soup supper, Saturday from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. (after the
evening mass) inthe Sacred Heart Catholic Church basement,
1065 W. 5th. The cost isfree-will donation and all proceeds
will gotosupport theyouth group’sactivities. Themenuwill
includepotato, chickennoodleand chili soups. For questions
or information, call 465-9103.

Landfill has new regulations

Because of new Kansas Department of Health and Envi-
ronment regulations, only trees and shrubswill be allowed
in the Thomas County Landfill burn pile. All other wood
products, including unpainted wood and pallets, must be
placed in the construction and demolition area of the land-

fill, said Larry Jumper, supervisor. All debristhat enter the
constructionand demolitionareaissubject tothe$10 per ton
tipping fee, with a $2 minimum, he said. For questions or
other information, call Jumper at 462-8139.

Free throw contest Sunday

The Knights of Columbus annual free throw contest will
beheld Sunday, Jan. 12inthe Col by Elementary gymnasium.
Regi stration beginsat noonand competition beginsat 1 p.m.
The contest is open for al boys and girlsages 10-14. with
agedetermined asof Jan. 1, 2003, organi zation officialssaic
today. Proof of ageisrequired by providing acopy of birth
certificate. For thosewith questions, call MilesL adenburger
at 462-7687 or Dewey Augustine at 462-2924 or 443-1548.

Colby report cards out today

Colby Public Schools are reminding parents and guard-
iansthat semester gradecardswill besent homewith students
today. For questions, call theappropriatebuildinglevel ad-
ministrators.
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