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Librarian makes shocking discovery when reviewing 2002 books

L ooking back over the books |
have read in 2002, | made arather
shockingdiscovery: Thebooksthat
| seemed to read, and frankly en-
joyedthemost, werealmost always
crimenovelsinoneformor another.

Hasit cometo this, | wondered?
Have | become completely ob-
sessed with mysteries?

But, | asked myself, what about
that terrific biography of the Revo-
lutionary War generation called
Founding Brothers by Joseph
Ellis?

That was an absol utely wonder-
ful book-history lesson combined.
And speaking of history, Bob
Greene'shook called OnceUpon A

Joanne Sunderman

Town: The Miracle of the North
Platte Canteen and Stephen Am-
brose' sTo Americaweretwo of the
best books| read all year.

Or what about that fantastically
funny book by Jeannie Ray called
Step-Ball-Change that | recom-
mended to so many people? And
then there was that romance novel
No Place Like Home by Fern

-Library Link

Michaels| read and enjoyed. Asfor
historical fiction, | loved Susannah
Morrow by Megan Chance about
the Salem Witch trials— | learned
so much.

And there was the absolutely
fabulous biblical historical fiction
bookQueenmaker by IndiaEdghill
that filled in the gaps about King
David’'swives - | stayed up late

reading both of these.

| really liked Fannie Flagg's
book Standing in the Rainbow but,
alas, some of the peopleto whom |
recommended it did not feel the
same - vehemently, | might add. |
read Longitudes and Lattitudes by

Thomas Friedman and found
theresurewasal ot of stuff about the
MiddleEastthat | had noclueabout,
and although | did not agree with
everythinghesaid, | foundthebook
to beexceptional.

The book Abraham by Bruce
Feiler wasanother interesting look
at the trouble in that region of the
world.

Want toknow what books| didn’t

Group goes to court over state’s budget cuts

TOPEKA (AP) — Kansas al-
ready spendstoo little to help dis-
abled citizensand should not beal -
lowed to cut programs further, a
lawyer for an advocacy group and
five service providers argued in
court Thursday.

But atop state official said fair-
ness dictated that all agencies be
required to reduce spending by the
sameproportioninthecurrent bud-
getcrisis.

The testimony came in a Shaw-

lBabies

nee County District Court hearing
on an effort to block Gov. Bill
Graves' November order cutting
$26.6 millionfromthe Department
of Social and Rehabilitation Ser-
vices. Theagency'stotal budget for
the current fiscal year is $2.1 hil-
lion.

“A lack of money doesnotrelieve
thestateof itsobligations,” Rodney
Murrow, attorney for theplaintiffs,
told Judge Frank Theis.

Murrow’s clients— five groups

BriannaHanson

Mark and Jill Hanson of Wallace,
announce the birth of their daugh-
ter Brianna on Saturday, Jan. 4,
2003 at CitizensMedical Centerin
Colby.

Sheweighed 6 Ibs. 14 0z. and is
19 1/2incheslong.

Grandparents are Carl & Gloria
Hanson of Wallace, Kans., EvMan-
ning of Highlands Ranch, Colo.,
and thelate Earl Manning.

Brothers D.J. Noyes and Skylar
Hansonwelcometheir sister home.

GIVE BLOOD. ¢
SHARE LIFE! ,x

For more information on
donating blood, please
call 1-888-719-8929 or
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American Red Cross

AmarissaJewel AraSmith

Autumn and JamesAraSmith of
Rexford, announcethebirthof their
daughter, Amarissa Jewel, on Sat-
urday, Jan. 4, 2003 at Citizens
Medical Center. Sheweighed 7 Ibs.
and 11 oz.

Grandparents are Everett
AraSmith, Julie Cunningham and
Gaylaand Bryon Davis.

GAMBINQ'S DAILY SPECIALS

Mondays - Lg. Pizza for Med. Charge
Tuesdays - “Time is the price” 6 p.m. to
close, the time you call is YOUR price for
a Med. 1-topping pizza
Wednesdays - Pepperoni Night - Lg.
Pepperoni Pizza ~ $8
Thursdays - Two 2-topping Reg. Calzones
~$10
Fridays - Family Night - Lg. 1-topping pizza,
order of breadsticks and 4 Med. drinks ~ $15
Saturdays - 2nd Pizza Deal
Sundays - 2 Med. Mobsters ~ $18 *d,
FAMILY DINING oy
CARRY OUT
DELIVERY
1100 W. 4th

462-9977

Witkeg

CONSTRUCTION

Call now for a
FREE quote and take
advantage of lower
winter rates!!

+ Additions

Call the home office
at 462-7123 or stop by
our new location at: 525 E. Pine

’ Ron & Dena Hutfles,

+ Chief All-Steel Bldgs.

* New Homes
+ Blown-In Installation

Owners

+ Siding Installation

* FoundationExperts
+ Complete Remodel
* Window & Door Inst.

ONTIER AUTOPLEX

445 N. Lake -

Colby, Kansas
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2001 Chevy K1500 LS 4x4
45,000 Miles

$21,500

1999 Ford Ranger XLT 4x4
55,000 miles, 6 cylinder gas engine

$13,499

2000 Ford F-150 Lariat 4x4
Ext. Cab, 77,000 Miles

$16,999

2002 Chevy K1500 LS 4x4
Ext. Cab, 16,000 Miles

$25,499
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2002 Dodge BR1500 RAM
SLT 4x4, 30,000 Miles

$23,500
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1998 Ford F-150 XLT 2 WD
85,880 Miles

$8,999
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1-800-834-2338 » 785-462-3317

Visit us online at: www.frontierautoplex.com

that servethedevelopmentally dis-
abled and a statewide association
called I nterHab— seek atemporary
restraining order blockingthestate
from reducing reimbursements to
service providersJan. 17.

The hearing was adjourned until
Tuesday or Wednesday of next
week, after Graves leaves office,
sourcessaid.

Thursday’s withesses included
Administration Secretary Joyce
Glasscock.

Sherejected the advocates' sug-
gestionthat Gravesacted arbitrarily
in ordering a cut of 3.9 percent in
general fund money for all state
agenciesexcept the Department of
Education, thejudicial branch and
the Legidlature.

“In amacro sense, the state was
spending more than it was taking
in,” Glasscock testified.

“It was considered an issue of
fairnessto apply the 3.9 percent to
all agencies.”

100°s of Previously
Viewed Movies Now
On Sale!!

ARRIVING JANUARY 14th:

» About a Boy
* Blue Crush
e Fear.com

“SIGNS™’
IS now
in!!

e Plus many more!

Hours:11 a.m.-11 p.m., 7 days a week

Video, Games & Such

~YOUR COMPLETE VIDEO STORE ~

830 S. Franklin = Colby
7/85-462-3108

like very much? One was Sandra
Dallas's The Chili Queen. | really
expected moreout of her asl loved
her other books- thisonewasjust a
dud in my opinion, but if youarea
Dallasfanyoushouldreaditand see
for yourself.

And| guessl shouldmentionan-
other disappointment. It was Vi-
sionsof Sugar Plums by one of my
all-time favorite authors Janet
Evanovich. Butjust becausel didn’t
think these books were winners
doesn’'t mean others didn’t like
them.

Back to my original premise, |
guess| havetoadmitthatin spiteof
all those non-mystery titles | just
mentioned, | do think | probably
read moremysteriesagainthisyear
than any other genre.

In my defense let me say that |
believetherewereonceagainmore
mysteriespublished than any other
kind of book last year - so perhaps
that iswhy they seemed to outnum-
ber the othersonmy list.

If mysterieswere what | mostly
read, thenmaybel ought to pick out
afew | liked or that stuck out astrue
winnersfor me. Perhapsyou missed
them. Here are my choices. There

There’s a name known the world over for
optical precision. Now it’s yours to wear. The
Nikon®Performance Package™ combines
the best anti-reflective technology with two-
sided scratch resistance for ultimate clarity.
And it’s offered in a lens that’s extremely thin
and comfortable.

Come talk with us to learn more.

AVAILABLE AT:

wasJinxed by Carol *HigginsClark
about an eccentric former silent-
film star who decides to give $1
million to each of her second hus-
band's relatives - but only if they
show up at her wedding, and Re-
versible Errors by Scott Turow
about aguy on death row who just
might beinnocent.

HopeToDie by LawrenceBlock,
He Sees You When You' re Seeping
by Mary HigginsClark, Splintered
Bonesby CarolynHaines, and Steps
ToTheAltar by Earlene Fowler are
just afew moreon my list - and |
probably haven’t gotten to the best
of the best.

These are just off the top of my
head. So what were your favorites
in 200271 would loveto hear what
you thought of theyear in terms of
the best (and worst!) reads.

Stop by Pioneer Memorial Li-
brary soon. We are located at 375
West 4th and areopen sevendayse
week asfollows: Monday through
Thursday, 9 am.-8p.m.; Friday, ©
am. 5 p.m.; Saturday, 9 am. - 4
p.m.; and Sunday, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
For information contact thelibrary
at 462-4470. We look forward tc
serving you.

Nikonr

[PERFORMANCE PACKAGE ]

DRS. MORRISON & WAHLMEIER

Family Practice Optometrists
~ 462-8231

180 W. 6th

log on at www.visionweb.com

Streamline. Simplify. Succeed”
Jog on at www.visionweb.com




