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Trojans win Tournament of Champions

By LES BROWN
Colby Free Press

The nation’s top ranked junior
college wrestling team once again
proved that it was deserving of that
designation, asit won the Woofter
Construction/Roof masters Roof -
ing Tournament of ChampionsSat-
urday in convincing fashion.

The two-day event, which was
held in the Colby Community
Building, attracted seven teams
currently ranked in the top ten of
their respective NJCAA division
and three additional teams brought
in some talented individuals.

Intheend, the Trojansweretwice
asgood asthe competition astheir
final team score of 101.5 points
more than doubled Ridgewater
College'ssecondplacetally of 50.5
points. Lincoln College rounded
out the top three with ateam score
of 49points.

Colby placed six wrestlersinthe
championship finals of the event
and likely should have had a sev-
enth finalist, if not for some bad
luck. Fiveof thosesix finalistswent
onto earn championship honorsin
their respective weight divisions.
Two other wrestlersadvancedtothe
consolationfinals, thusgiving the
Trojans medal winnersin eight of
theten weight classes.

Colby’s Erkin Tadzhimetov
earned the tournament champion-
ship at 133 pounds when Neosho
County’sChadWillardwasnotable
to competein thefinal s because of
an injury. Tadzhimetov continues

toholdtherankingastheNJCAA'’s
best 133 pounder andisaperfect 13-
Oagainstjunior collegecompetition
thisyear.

Oberlin product Bryan Miller
was very impressive in earning
championship honors at 141
pounds. Miller scored atechnical
fall in the championship
quarterfinalsand won by fall inthe
semi-finalstoadvancetothefinals.
In the finals Miller met up with
Neosho's Kevin Artis, who was a
3rd place medalist at last year's
NJCAA national tournament.
Miller controlled the match be-
tweenthetworeturningAll-Ameri-
cans en route to an 8-2 victory.
Miller is currently ranked as the
nation’stop 141 pound junior col-
lege wrestler.

The Trojan’s O.T. Johnson
walked away with the tournament
championship at 149 pounds after
surviving a battle with Neosho’ s
Aurel Ciufulescu. Ciufulescuwas
a 4th place medallist in the 2000
NJCAA national tournamentandis
currently ranked third in the nation
at 157 pounds.

The evenly matched opponents,
who were also both returning All-
Americans, battledfromtheneutral
position for 6 minutes and 57 sec-
onds without a single takedown
being scored, but it was Johnson’ s
escape three seconds into the third
period that allowed him to escape
withthelpointvictory . Johnsonis
currently ranked third inthe nation
at 149 pounds.

Instantkarmasgonna
get you a Super Bowl

karma (kdr'ma) 1 thetotality of
aperson’sactionsinany one of the
successive states of that person’s
existence, thought of as determin-
ing thefate of the next stage 2 fate;
destiny

Do you believe in karma? If
you've ever used the phrase “what
goes around, comes around,” you
do. Or, “you’ll get yours.” Or “he/
shehad it coming.”

Theseareall examplesof karma.
And karmais why the Oakland
Raidersare going to win the Super
Bowl. Specifically, RichGannon's
karmaalonewould guaranteeavic-
tory in San Diego.

But before we talk about that,
let’s see how karmahas defined the
match-ups for conference champi-
onshipweekend, whichwill feature
the Raiders against the Titans, and
the Eagles against Buccaneers.

The Titans are in next weekend
because one, they beat the Steelers
because of the Steeler's bad karma
fromtheir victory overtheBrowns.
In that game, the Steelers got a
touchdown because you cant chal-
lengearefereeon’ downby contact’
calls. Andtwo, no Titanwaspicked
to go to the Pro Bowl (which no-
body cares about anyway unless
you're not picked. But that's an-
other column).

Ifyou'restill withme, let’ smove
ontotheNFC. TheBuccaneersare
in because San Francisco never had
achanceyesterday Thiswasdueto
the 49’ ers win over the Giants,
which was refereed by the same
guyswho can’t find any weaponsof
massdestructionin Irag. San Fran-
cisco shouldn’t have won that
game, | don’t care how great a
comeback it was. | knew it, you
knewit,weknewit, everyoneknew
it. Heck, eventhe49er’sknew it at
half-time Sunday, when they gave
up against Tampa.

Darrel
~| Pattillo

«0On the
Ball

TheEaglesareintheNFC cham-
pionshipbecause, let’ sfaceit, hav-
ing agood team will still get you
placesintheNFL.

Now, here'swhereit getstricky:
TheBuccaneerswill beattheEagles
next weekend because of Tampa
Bay coach Jon Grudens positive
karma, and the Raiders will stomp
the Titans because of the Titan's
negativekarma, whichthey got be-
causeof that atrocious' runninginto
thekicker call’ against Pittsbur gh.
Gruden haspositivekarmabecause
the Raiders got robbed last year
against New England.

Soit all comesdown towho has
themostkarma, andthat’sfittingin
ayear of football where team per
formance didnt seem to matter.
Botched calls by officials have de-
termined the final outcome of too
many gamesthisyear.

The Oakland Raiders will win
this year’s Super Bowl because
RichGannondeservesit. Fiveyears
ago he had a shot with the Kansas
City Chiefs, buttherocket scientists
running that team saw fitto hand it
over to Elvis Grbac. Gannon had
taken over from Grbac and had the
Chiefsheading for the playoffs.

So,insummary , theRaiderswill
win the Super Bowl, defeating the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, probably
by ascore of around 30-24.

Thisiswhy Ronald Reagan had
an astrologer on his payroll, you
know.
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Darrel Pattillo isthe sports edi-
tor for the Colby Free Press. His
column appears on Mondays.
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earned Colby’s fourth consecutive
championship when he scored a
technical fall over Ellsworth’s
DustinBliveninthechampionship
finals. Abdurakhmanoywhoisthe
nation’s top ranked junior college
wrestler in the 157 pound weight
class, has compiled a 9-0 record

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

Colby Trojan wrestler O.T. Johnson won the 149 pound division at
this weekend’s Tournament of Champions. Johnson, above right,
beat Mark Dickman of Meremac, Mo., before beating Aurel
Cinfelscu of Neosho Co. to take the championship.

against junior college competition
thisseason.

C.B. Dollaway scored the
Trojan’'s fifth tournament champi-
onship of theday. Dollaway’sper-
formance was quite impressive as
he outscored the nation’s third
ranked junior college wrestler 18-
2 enrouteto avictory by technical

Muzaffar Abdurakhmanov

fall in the championship match.

Dollaway, the nation’ s top ranked
184 pound junior college wrestler,
isnow 13-0 against junior college
competition.

The Trojan’s sixth finalist,
Roshawn Haldarov, appeared to
have championship honors locked
up until hegaveup atakedown and
near fall pointslateinthethird pe-
riod.

Withtheselatepoints, Ellsworth
Community College’s Adam
Bentonwasableto escapewitha9-
7 upset victory over the nation’s
third ranked 165 pound wrestler

Rounding out Colby’s medal
winners were Davey Dyke and
Alibek Pardakulov.

Dykepickedupfourthplacehon-
orsafter upsetting Neosho’'sHector
Mendez, who is currently ranked
fifth ranked.

Dykeis not currently ranked in
thepolls, buthisperformanceat this
event will certainly improve the
likelihood of him being ranked in
the near future.

Pardakul ov droppedintothecon-
solationbracket after beingupsetin
the quarterfinal round. Pardakulov
held acommanding 6-1 lead in the
second period of his quarter final
matchand appearedtobeinthepro-
cess of picking up another five
points when Lincoln College’s
Lamar Fenner was able to use
Pardakul ov’'s momentum against
him.

Fenner was able to roll through
on thethrow and scored afall. Af-

ter winning hisnext threematches,
Pardakulov met up with Fenner
againintheconsolationfinals. He
was again in control of the match
and appeared poised to pick up nee
fall pointswhen aquestionable of-
ficiating call led to Pardakulov’s
disqualification for an allegediille
gal hold.

Colby’ s285pounder, RioMayo,
also competed in the tournament.
Colby was open at 197 pound as a
practice room injury kept Logan
Prideaux from competing.

Coach Steve Lampeindicated h
was pleased with histeam’s perfor-
manceintheevent, especiallyinthe
championshipfinals.

Lampewent on to point out that
hiscurrent varsity team’scombinec
record against junior college com
petitionthisyearisastaggering 77-
15, witha74-7 potionof that record
coming from the eight individual s
who earned medals in thiz
weekends tournament.

Lampe closed by saying that he
was appreciative of the crowd tha
showed up on Saturday to support
the team asthey earned the tourna
ment championship.

Next action for the Trojans will
be aroad trip to Fort Dodge, |owe
on Thursday to dual the defendin
NJCAA national champion, lowa
Central Community College.

OnFriday theTrojanscompetein
a series of duals in Worthington,
Minnesota and then close out the
week by competinginthe Blue Jay
Open on Saturday.

Orange and Black Classic Is next week

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

The brackets have been re-
leased for next week’s Orange
& Black Basketball Classic.
Games will be played at the
Colby High School gym and
the Colby Community Build-
ing. On Thursday, Jan. 23, the
actiongtartsat 3:30p.m. atboth
places.

In the girl’s bracket, Brewster
takeson Beloit at 3:30 p.m. at the
high school, followed at 5:15 by
Goodland vs. Ulysses at the Com-
munity Building.

M cCook takeson Scott City at 7
p.m. atthehighschool, followedby
the Colby L ady Eagles taking on
Liberal at 8:45 at the Community
Building.

Thefirst game for the boyswill
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beat 3:30 p.m. at the Community
Building, with Hays taking on
McCook, with Beloit playing Lib-
eral at5:15atthehighschool. Colby
playsUlyssesat 7 p.m. attheCom-
munity Building, withthelastboy’ s
game of the night at 8:45 when
Goodland takes on Scott City.
Allfour semi-final gameswill be
playedattheCommunity Building,
starting at 3:30 Friday afternoon.
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DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory,
call Derek or Crystal at 462-3963.
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Dear Chris and Beth,
“THANKS ALOT! Windows
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Serina Lake, Goodland, KS.
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On Saturday Jan. 25, the third
placegameswill startat 4 p.m.,
with the girl’ sthird place game
taking place at the high schooal,
andtheboy’sat the Community
Building.

Thegirl’schampionshipgame
will be played at 6 p.m. at the
Community Building followed
by theboy’ schampionshipgame
a8p.m.
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