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Food for thought

Tothe Colby Free Press:

| haveread several timeslately that our White House spokesman
has stated that we know with absolute certainty that Saddam has
weapons of mass destruction and intends to use them. We plan to
invade whether the UN inspectorsfind them or not! Hmmmmmm?

We knew where Osama was and told the world he was ours!
Hmmmmmm?

| recall wedidalittleretaliating under another administration and
bombed acouple placesthat didn’t seemto bewhat wethought they
were. Hmmmmmm?

Westill have, for practical purposes, thesameintelligencesystem
that was gathering all theinformation then. Hmmmmmm?

As| look back on my own history, | recall having determined,
“Come hell or high water,” I’'m going where | want to go or doing
what | want to do. Oh my!

Sometimes, | got there all right, but the cost of that “hell or high
water” wassometimesadebt that wascarried for alonggggggggtime.

Ken Poland
Gem
(Letter #2)

Let us hear from you

To Our Readers:

Thank you for your lettersduring the year 2002. Thismorning we
checked through our back copiesand found that during the year ato-
tal of 174 |etterswere published, far outstripping 2001’ stotal which
was127.

Ironically, thelast |etter printed in 2002 wason Dec. 18 from Ken
Poland of Gem. Mr. Poland wasthefirst guy at bat in 2003 with let-
ters#1 (in Monday’s Free Press) and #2 in today’s paper.

We continueto urgeyou to shareyour thoughtswith letterson top-
icsthat concernyou.

Rarely doweplaceconditionsonl|etters, but thispast year wefound
that necessary when one controversy in particular ignited abunch of
mail and as the situation continued the messages being imparted by
the letter writerswere all the same. There was nothing new, except
thesignatures. We, therefore, called ahalt. Wewerecriticized by some
and commended by others.

Wethank thosewho havewritteninthe past and encouragethem to
continue, and we ask that you who haven't picked up your pento do
so and share your thoughtswith those who read this newspaper.

Needlesstosay, | etterstothenewspaper arethebest readinclusion.

Climb aboard.

Thanks— in advance.

Tom (TD) Dreiling
Publisher
(Letter #3)

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail:
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FIGHTING A

DoN’T LooK <o
SURPRISED... WERE

s 2005 L Tizalipl y
e P e 1o R%E

WAR!

BETTER GET THE
CROWN, Too... IT
CoULD BE USED

AS> A WEpAPON.

| will bea39-year-old collegefreshmanwhen
thenew semester starts, althoughmy classeswil|
not start until next week.

Oneof my classeswill cover Americanhistory
and the other government. It will beinteresting,
to say theleast, studying eventsthat occurredin
my lifetimewithyoung peoplewhowerenot even
born when they occurred.

I'mfairly certainthat my view of eventssuch
asWatergate, thehostagecrisisinlranandBeirut
aredifferent than many incoming freshmensim-
ply because | remember them when they were
current events.

Don’'t worry, I’'m not about to go off on some
tangent about truth not existing or some other
existentiaist drivel. I’ mjust saying that our per-
ceptionscandiffer becauseof experienceandwe
need to take that into account.

Education is an important part of our society
and has been so for as long as we have had an
America. During most of our history, churches
and schools were built as soon as there were
enough peopleto do so.

One of the interesting turns of eventsin our
history was that preachers were often the most
educated peopl einafrontier community andwere
able to support themselves by establishing a
school.

It saysalot, inmy view, that education hasbe-
comearightin our modern age. A proper educa-
tion should be the right of al childrenand it is
incumbent upon any moral and decent society to

— Jay Kelley

® Speaking
My Mind

fundtheschool snecessary for suchaneducation,
includingtheconceptsof right andwrong behav-
ior within that society.

Without aconcreteandimmovableconcept of
right and wrong, civilizationitself cannot exist.
Certain things are wrong and we know them to
be wrong. Lying, cheating and stealing are
wrong.

Whenthesethingsbecomejustifiable, aswith
the teacher in Piper who ended up quitting be-
causeshecouldnot enforcerulesagainst plagia-
rism (which, by the way, is stealing,) the moral
authority that binds asociety together islost.

If itisacceptableto steal someoneelse'sliter-
ary work, why isit not acceptable to steal their
car? Somemight arguethat acar isdifferent; af-
ter all, itisamodeof transportation andiscostly
toreplace.

That meansthat webasethemorality of steal-
ing onacost basis; something that ishappening
with alarming frequency. Small theft is seen as
acceptable because no one got hurt, but larger

theft iswrong because someone gets hurt.

Theproblemistheréativity of small andlarge
With that viewpoint, one could steal alot from
Donald Trump beforeit waswrong.

It'snodifferent with lying or cheating, by the
way. Without aclear and recognizable standarc
of rightandwrong, our school sareleft with bott
armstied behind their back.

Some point to God being removed from
schoolsasthe point at which welost our objec-
tivity concerning right and wrong. | seethat ase
symptom of alarger problem.

BeforeGodwasremoved from school s, hewas
removed from many of our homes. I’ m not talk-
ingabout churchand statehere. Thisisabout Goc
and hisword. When we remove the Bible fron
our sphere of knowledge, we remove the only
objective anchor we have for determining right
and wrong.

No, religion shouldn’t be taught in public
schools. Most of usaresmart enoughto know we
can't all agree on how to worship God and we
shouldn’t beforced to viol ate our conscienceir
that regard.

The Bible, however, should betaught in bott
public school and at home, if for no other reasor
than given by Andrew Jackson, “ That book, sir
istherock onwhich our republicrests.”

*kkk*k

A. JayKelley, Colby, speakshismind onava-
riety of things fromtime to time. His e-mail i<
jkelley@nwkansas.com.

Observations of a morning walker

When you’re curled up in bed in those early
morning hoursanditisdark and cold you think
theworldisquiet and peaceful sinceyouarestill
in bed. How wrong you are.

Whatever thereason you crawl or bounce out
of bed at an early hour and head out thedoor, itis
interesting if you are but observant.

Every morning | pull on my layersof clothes
tofacethecoldtowalk for 30 minutesandinthat
time it is fascinating to watch the community
cometolife. Thereisaroutine, arhythmtolife,
to atown, to acommunity.

If I goout at 6 a.m. thereislesstrafficand you
tendto seethesamecarsgoing by everyday. | see
theshift changesgoing on at thehospital andthe
nursing homes, | know when the athletic teams
arehaving early morning practicesandtheroute
salesmen, suchaschipsanddrinksareheaded out
totheir appointed rounds.

If itis6:30to 7 am. when | get out, thereis
definitely moretraffic and the speed has picked
up and therearemorelightsonin housesasyou
goby.

If | take a deep breath, maybe | can smell
whether or not youarehaving ahot cooked break-
fast or what fragrance of fabric softener you are
usingintheload of clothesyoudidlast night and

Rosie
Stockton

® Rosie’s
Route

threw inthedryer thismorning.

There are the early morning bible studies/
prayer meetings that meet on aregular basis at
different churches, or thedogneedingrelief drag-
ginghisowner, dressedintheir pajamasout. But
sometimestherearethingsthat break theroutine
and rhythm.

When you see an early morning arrest at an
apartment complex, or acar goesflying by at a
highrateof speed andyouwonder why. Thenyou
seethat car turnintotheemergency servicesdrive
and the driver jumps out and runs to awaiting
ambulance and you watch it take off with flash-
ing lights.

Youwonder whether it'sabad accident onthe
highway or has someone called with a medical
emergency from ahome.

Oh“Good Morning” therearetheladies| se
everyday at thistimeandthen | waveto afrienc
that drives an elderly lady to her early morning
job. There are the four cars at the racquetbal
courts. | wonder have they noticed anything or
their drivedown thismorning or arethey awake
yet?Dothey seethestarsincrystal clarity or fee
thebiteof thewindwhereyesterday thetempera
ture was balmy and thewind smelled of spring

Whenyouarecurledupinbedor drivingyoul
car or truck, do you noticethat it isgetting ligh
alittleearlier each day now that we have passe
the winter equinox, or do you even notice the
street lights going off and on at irregular inter:
vals, or doyounoticethesmall rattleinthepickug
that is pulling up to the stop sign and commen
toyourself, “hehasarock inoneof hishub caps.’

If you are a part of that early morning ol
evening walking crowd take thetimeto look a
what is happening around you and know tha
thereisaroutineand rhythmtoatown, toacom:
munity, to life, and we could all benefit from
slowing down to awalk and noticingit.

*kkk*k

Rosie Stockton is a Colby resident and jus
might be submitting material for future column:
inthe Colby Free Press.

About those letters. . .

The Free Press encourages and welcomes lettersfrom readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and should
include atelephone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your
address and tel ephone number to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anote
withyour letter. Mostimportantly, all letters must include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereservethe
right to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject letters deemed to be of no publicinterest or consid-
ered offensiveor libelous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. Lettersto the Free Press
alow readersto become engaged in public debate on topi csthey deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughtswith
thefamily of Colby Free Pressreaders. Thank you.

{ "DEAR MIKE : NOW THAT THE |
STRIP 15 BACK ON A #/4R-
FOOTING, HOW TIGHT 16
SECLRITY Z TARA, MiaM!.” )|

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau

SECURITY  DINGZ BEFORE
EVERY IINGLE

GOOD QUESTION, TARA ! LETE JEREMY,
PUT |T 70 MINOR CHARACTER 7
JEQEMYC%MEMQ@?t/7ZU- Z%yﬁr
YEAR VETERAN OF THIS

ARE YU KiP-

www.doonesbury.com




