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TheColby Booster Clubistak-
ing on the task of planning and
looking at waystofundanew sta-
dium and track at Dennen Field,
but organizerssay it will needthe
help and support of everyone to
becomeareality.

After nearly threeyearsof plan-
ning, acorecommitteemet Mon-
day night for thefirsttimetodis-
cuss the new stadium, which
would replace the current 50-
year-oldfacility, alongwithrefur-
bishing the track.

Known as the Dennen Field
Stadium-Track Project, Colby
Booster Club members assigned
to the task, broke into sub-com-
mittees at theinitial meeting and
are now encouraging anyone in-
terestedtojointheeffort, said Joel
Powell, who is one of the mem-
bers researching grant informa-
tion and stadium schematics.

“In order to make this large
project successful,” Powell said,
“wewill need the support of you,
the school board members, the
staff of the Colby School District
and our community.”

The first priority, said Jeff
Quenzer, one of the advisors,
would be the new track. He esti-

mated the cost for refurbishing the
track at approximately $60,000.
Thetargeted timelineto begin this
portion of the project would bein
thelatespring of thisyear. Therea-
son for the urgency, Quenzer said,
isthat if left the way it is and the
district continuesto patchtheholes,
the cost will continueto go up, cit-
ing anywhere from $120,000 to
$150,000.

Asforthestadium, Powell spoke
about the history and uses of
Dennen Field over the years. He
also provided pictures of possible
new stadium configurationswithan
approximate cost of $202,000.
However, that cost would not in-
clude removing the current
bleacher structure, concrete work
for sidewalks and related work,
aong with mechanical and el ectri-
cal needsfor theannouncer’sbooth.

“In 1953, the football field was
moved from the fairgroundsto its
presentlocation,” hesaid, “andwas
named after R.L. Dennen, longtime
superintendent.”

The present stadium was built
shortly after the move with the
building material purchased by the
Colby School District and the con-
struction work was compl eted by
the National Guard, he told the

group.

Sub-committees formed

New stadium eyed

Bill Helus, who was one of the
original builders of the stadium, is
still employed with the district,
Powell said.

There are five sub-committees
that will beresponsiblefor finding
out information about grants, the
track, the stadium, publicity and
fundraising, hesaid.

Thusfar, the core committee has
contacted many companies re-
questing information and assis-
tance about the new stadium.

“We received the best response
from Heartland Seating in
Shawnee,” he said. “They have
been in Kansas and in the athletic
seating businessfor over 20years.”

Powell said the current seating
capacity is between 1,000 and
1,080. Thenew stadiumwould seat
1,500. It is the hoped to have the
new stadium by summer of 2004.

The following core committee
members were assigned to sub-
committees and Powell reiterated
that if anyone would like to help,
they arewelcome.

There are three advisorsto in-
clude Quenzer, activities director
and assi stant high school principal,
John Cranston, school board mem-
ber, and DianaWieland, curriculum
director.

Others involved so far include

A core committee with the Colby Booster Club met for the first time Monday night to begin work on
raising money, support and interest in the Dennen Field Stadium-Track Project. In the foreground
is Tanya Staats, treasurer; Lesley Wagoner and Gordon Rasmussen, track sub-committee mem-
bers; and Jack Elliott, club member. Anyone interested in helping on a sub-committee can call Joel

or Anita Powell, 462-6820, or any other committee member.

Tanya Staats, treasurer, publicity
and grant committee; Dana
Dempewolf, secretary; Joel Powell,
grants and stadium committee;
Dewey Augustine, stadium com-

mittee; Chuck Dempewolf,
fundraising and stadium commit-
tee; Kathy Elliott, grants;, Gordon
Rasmussen, track; L esley Wagoner,
track; Pam Augustine and Anita
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Powell, fundraising; Shawn
Stephens, publicity and stadium;
along with Dennis Peterson and
Gary Adrian, whosetaskswill be
determined at alater date.

U.S. continues military buildup

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Pentagon, preparing for possible
war in Irag, isdispatching an enor-
mousarray of naval combat power
to the Persian Gulf region, includ-
ing two seven-ship armadas carry-
ing thousands of Marines.

TheNavy alsoisprepared to put
as many as six aircraft carriers
within striking distance of Irag.
Twoalready areinposition, twoare
prepared to sprint to theregion and
two aregearing up for possiblede-
ployment.

The latest naval movements are
part of abroader buildupof U.S. air,
land and sea power in the gulf re-
gion as President Bush contem-

plateswhether tousemilitary force
to disarm Irag. Administration of-
ficialshopethe size of the buildup
alone will add to the pressure on
Iraqi President Saddam Husseinto
give up chemical and biological
weapons that U.S. officials say he
ishidingbut that Saddaminsistsdo
not exist.

Despite the movements of ships
and personnel, the White House
spokesman denied on Monday that
Bush has an “artificial timetable”
that would trigger hostilities.

Askedwhether the president was
willing to wait a year, which U.N.
weapons inspectors said Monday
might be necessary for adefinitive

readingon|rag’ sarmory, presiden-
tial spokesman Ari Fleischer said:
“Thepresident hasnot put any type
of artificial timetable on how long
he believes it's necessary for
Saddam Hussein to prove to the
world that he'sgoing to comply.”
Also on Monday, officials dis-
closedthat theNavy ispreparingto
deploy asearly asthisweek aseven-
ship armada with 6,000 to 7,000
Marinesfrom California
Theamphibiousforcewouldmir-
ror a seven-ship deployment of
about 7,000 Marinesfrom the East
Coast, which headed out over the
weekend, the officialssaid.
Together the task forces will

present Gen. Tommy Franks, the
Central Command commander,
who would run awar against Iraqg,
with the option of amphibious as-
saults from the northern Persian
Gulf, theofficials said.

Marinesalso could go ashorein
Kuwait to be part of an Army-led
land attack into southern Irag.

Trained to operatein austere en-
vironments, theMarinesal so could
move by helicopter into Iraq from
their shipsin the Gulf or from Ku-
wait to establish forward bases, as
they did in southern Afghanistan
early inthat 2001 war.

About 60,000 U.S. troops cur-
rently arein the Gulf region.

Rock star shocks fans

LONDON (AP) — Rock gui-
tarist Pete Townshend was re-
leased from policecustody Tues-
day, resting at home after hisar-
rest on suspicion of possessing
indecent images of children, his
lawyer said.

Police questioned the found-
ing member of The Who at a
southwest L ondon policestation
for anhour and 20 minutesMon-
day night, releasing him shortly
after midnight, nearly fivehours
after hewasfirst detained.

A police spokesman said the
legendary musician had signed
anagreement sayinghewouldre-
turntothestationlaterin January.

Reporters saw Townshend —

who has acknowledged using a
Web site advertising child por-
nography but sayshewasmerely
doing research for hisautobiog-
raphy — leaving the station in
the back seat of aMercedes, ly-
ing down partially covered by
what appeared to be abag or a
coat.

“Heisgoinghometoget some
rest,” his lawyer John Cohen
said.

The rock star has not been
charged with a crime. Under
British law, suspects are not
chargedimmediately uponarrest
and some arrested people are
eventually released without
charge.

Commissioners agree with county attorney on road
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Thomas County Clerk Tracey Perkins administered the oath of
office to Thomas County Commissioner Ron Evans Monday morn-
ing prior to the commissioners’ meeting. Evans was re-elected at
last November’s general election. He is serving as commission

chairman

WeatherWatch

Thenumbers

Monday’shigh, 66

Low thismorning, 17

Soil temperature, 34

Temperature at 11:30, 38

Records for this date: 68 in
1900, -15in 1979

Theforecast

Tonight: cloudy, lowsupper
teens, southeast windsupto 15
mph. Wednesday, cloudy, 40
percent chancefor snow inthe
afternoon, highs 35-40, east
windsturning north around 15
mph. Wednesday night,
cloudy, a60 percent chancefor
snow, lows around 10 above,
brisk winds. Thursday, cloudy,
snow tapering off inthemorn-
ing, highsin the 20s, breezy.
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Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Commis-
sioners refused to get too deeply
involved in a road dispute in
Kingery Township Monday morn-
ing during their regular weekly
meeting.

Pam Medford wants aroad cre-
ated on asection linethat definesa
section of land owned by Phil and
AlanaKeck. Theroadwouldenable
Medford accessto land sheworks.

Medford, theK ecks, and several
Kingery Township landowners
with an interest in the proceedings
wereon handto hear the opinion of
Thomas County Attorney Allan
Taylor, who said he had concerns
about theopenroadissue. “I' vere-
searchedthis, and asfar asl cantell
when the Kansas statutes were
changed in 1923 the issue of
whether aroadisopenuntil acounty
closesitwasn’tincludedinthestat-

utes when they were published in
1923. Inother words, my adviceon
thismatteristofileapetitiontohave
the road opened, and let the court
decide.”

Thecommissionersagreed, with
their chairman Ron Evans stating,
“Thisisatownshipissue, not some-
thing for the commissionersto de-
cide”

Kathy Ryan, director of the Tho-
mas County Health Department,
wasintoupdatethecommissioners
on the county’s bio-terrorism pro-
gram, and also to inform the com-
missioners that fees for all of the
servicesthecounty offershavebeen
raisedtokeepupwithrisingadmin-
istration costs.

Onbio-terrorism, Ryan said that
the Kansas Department of Health
and Environment will be sending
teams out to six sites to provide
smallpox vaccinationsfor military
personnel and first-responders.

In addition, Ryan said that she
wasintheprocessof updating com-
puters, copiers, and software and
thephonesysteminordertoprovide
better communi cationsbetweenthe
stateand her department. Commis-
sioner Duane Dawesinquired asto
the cost of the updates, and Ryan
said that the state had provided
$27,000in grantsfor the costs.

“That money is actually federal
money that’s helping us get up to
speed,” Ryan said.

Brian Staats, of Adams, Brown,
Beran and Ball, the firm in Colby
that provides accounting services
for the county, stopped by to tell
commissioners that some changes
havebeen madeintheway account-
ing firms are doing business.

“In the wake of the recent scan-
dalsin the businessworld,” Staats
said, “the federal government has
changed the way we do audits.
However, since the county didn’t

receive enough federal money it’s
not subject towhat iscalled a‘yel-
low book audit,” and we can con-
tinueto providetheservicesthat we
have been providing.”

Dick Weston, of the Soil Conser-
vation office, wasin to inform the
commissioners of a new program
starting up in Thomas County.
Landowners are being sought to
start living snow fences on their
properties.

“Living snow fences,” Weston
said, “will help with blowing anc
drifting snow, soil erosion, andalsc
provide habitat for wildlife that is
desperately needed.” Anyone in
ThomasCounty whoisinterestedin
startingaliving snow fenceontheir
property can call Weston at 462-
7482, extension 3.

Thenext meeting of thecommis-
sionerswill beMonday at9a.m. in
the commissioner’s room on the
second floor of the courthouse.
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Blood drive planned Jan. 29

The Thomas County American Red Cross blood drive
coordinatorsarereminding everyonethat on\Wednesday, Jan.
29, therewill beablood drivein Colby. Thedriveis sched-
uled from 7:30 am. until 1:30 p.m. at the Comfort Inn and
organizersare encouraging anyone eligibleto donate blood
tohelpinmakingthedriveasuccess. Moreinformation about
theblood drivewill appear inalater edition of theColby Free
Press. For questions or information, call either Jackie
Stephens, 462-8122 or Jo Frahm, 462-2082.

Students to do job shadowing
Secondthroughfifth gradestudentsat Col by Grade School
will bejob shadowing in areabusinesseson Friday, Jan. 31,
fromtheopening of that businessuntil 10:45a.m., said Terrel
Harrison, principal. Parents will ask the business to give
approval onapermissionsdlip, whichwill needtobereturned
tothegradeschoal office. For thosewith questionsabout the

job shadowing project, call Harrison at 465-5100.

Moran plans stop in McDonald

Congressman Jerry Moran will be in McDonald from
12:15to 1:15 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 22, at Peoples State
Bank, 304 RawlinsAve. as part of his“Big First Listening
Tour,” said TravisMurphy, publicinformation officer. Moran
will be holding town hall meetingsin 69 counties during
January and February, traveling more than 5,000 miles to
meet congtituentsinthe First District, hesaid. All arearesi-
dentsareinvited and encouraged to attend the meeting and
ask questions about any federal issues affecting them.

Booster Club seeks helpers

The Colby Booster Club islooking for any school group
or team interested in earning extramoney for their group’s
specific goalsto work at its concession stand during home
wrestling matches and basketball games, said Shawn

StephenswiththeBooster Club. Intheevent thereno school

groupsor teamsrequesting towork, the club will extend the

offer to church youth groups and other organi zations.

Landfill has new regulations

Because of new Kansas Department of Health and Envi-
ronment regulations, only trees and shrubswill be all owed
in the Thomas County Landfill burn pile. All other wood
products, including unpainted wood and pallets, must be
placed in the construction and demolition area of the land-
fill, said Larry Jumper, supervisor. All debristhat enter the
constructionand demolitionareaissubject tothe$10 per ton

tipping fee, with a$2 minimum, he said.

Health Care meeting scheduled

The Area Citizens for Health Care will have their next
meetingon Tuesday, Jan. 21, startingat 7:30p.m. intheCol by
Community Building'sLittle Theater. All areinvited.
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