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Money doesn’t grow on trees

® Our Readers
Sound Off

Tothe Colby Free Press:

ThreespecificarticlesintheColby FreePressdated Jan. 10, 2003,
should make even the most weathered and trusted psychiatrist blink
hiseyesand scratch hisdead.

1. Everyone knows the taxpayer is broke, the state is broke, and
it'sbeendirerin2002thanitwasduring alike period of the 1932-33-
34-35-36 dust bowl dayswhen the viaduct was built for safety rea-
sons. Still there’'s" gobs” of money totear it out now. Thewordisgo-
go-go, it'sfor saf ety’ ssake. M eanwhil ethispast week, south of town
on the same road, state crews finished digging a section of already
hazardous road ditch even deeper. There are no guard rails on this
extra high shoulder-less road that some claim to me: the most dan-
gerousinthe state of Kansas.

2. “Long inaugural weekend will take Sebelius across Kansas.”
Albeit the Democrats who gave usthe Joan Finney School Finance
Law, that’snow paralyzingthestate, will spend $320,000t0 $350,000
celebrating the 2003 inaugural week of the governor’s election “in
spite of hard times.”

3.Page3."“ Groupgoesto court over state’ sbudget cuts.” Gov. Bill
Graves November order cutting $26.6 millionfromthe Department
of Social and Rehabilitation Services. Theagency’stotal budget for
thecurrent fiscal year is$2.1 billion. “ A lack of money doesnot re-
lievethe state of itsobligations,” Rodney Murrow, attorney for the
plaintiffs, told JudgeFrank Thies. Ishesaying, thelawtotaxisthere,
regardlessof theability to pay?Thepublichasalready beeninformed
that the new governor believesin collecting all taxes|evied.

Tom Brokaw's " Greatest Generation” did some pretty outstand-
ing things. that istrue. But then again maybe those terrible years of
the Great Depression and Dust Bowl Dayswerebetter teachersthan
today’sexcessively expensive public schools.

**Making Do and Doing Without” wasalessonwell learned dur-
ing that time, and yes, taxeswere reduced.

TV’sDr. Phil McGraw tellsit likeit is. Maybe our new governor
and the legislature should get on the show. Almost everyone needs
some strai ghtening out sometime.

Sincerely,

Lloyd E. Theimer
Colby
Letter #4

*Division of Continuing Education

and KANU

TheUniversity of Kansas

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail:
sclark@ink.org
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THE story onpage1 Tuesday by Patty Decker,
editor, about theproposed new stadiumandtrack
facilitiesat Dennen Field certainly bodeswell for
our community. Thecurrentfacilitieshaveserved
their purposewdll, but thetimehascertainly come
for an upgrade. A serious upgrade. And | might
add long overdo. | drive by the stadium many
timesin any given week and always feel like
something needsto bedone. It'snot afirst-class
facility anymore — although it was for lots of
years. Givecredit to thosewho aretheinitial or-
ganizersof the pushto get something done, some-
thing in the line of vastly improved trackage
around thefootball field and astadium in which
to sit towatch eventsunfold. Somewill say that
now isnot agood timeto be undertaking such an
ambitious project. But sometimes neglect itself
becomesthefactor that drivestheforceswilling
tostep out front to get thingsdone. Of coursethey
cannot do it alone, it will become acommunity
wideeffort. Andayear or twodownthelinewhen
al issaid and done fingers will be pointed with
prideat thetransformation. Jointhosewho areat
ground zerowaitingtorebuildfor now andfor the
future. Dennen Field can and should once again
takeits place as the showcase of outdoor sports
in northwest Kansas.

THEY say we need this big, expensive mili-
tary buildup to rid Iraq of Saddam “insane”
Hussein. | say wedon't need thisbig, expensive,
military buildup — sure-to-cost many lives of
young uniformed Americans — to rid Irag of
Saddam “insane” Hussein. | say hireagunmen.
Onebullet andit’sover. On any day, any hour of
our choosing. That smple.

If “insane”’ Husseinisthemad and evil manour
leaderstell usheis, why in the world would we
want to sacrifice oneAmericanlifegetting rid of
that worthlessbum?Okay, sowe’ renot supposed
to be going around the world taking potshots at
leaders we don’t like. But this guy, “insane”
Hussein, the President tells us, is worthless,
crooked, akiller. If he'sall thosethings, thenwe
would be doing our planet afavor rubbing him
out of the picture.

FOR THOSE of you who can remember the
name Sebeliusin terms of Republicanism, isn’t

Tom
Dreiling

.My
Turn

b

itstrangetoseeaSebeliusinthegovernor’schair
— as aDemocrat? For those who forgotten or
were never aware, | refer to the late Keith
Sebelius, Norton Republican, who served this
district so well asits Congressman for many
years. He isthe father-in-law of Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius. Andif Keith were alive, hewould ap-
prove.

CAN you believethat wearealready halfway
through January 2003? Seemslikejust yesterday
we were talking about the November election,
making plans for Thanksgiving and chattering
about Christmas. Time ceasesto fly, it'sbeen.

WE will haveto thank Rod for thisone.

Therewasacasein abig-city hospital where
patientsalwaysdiedinthisone particular room,
on Sunday mornings, at about 11 0’ clock, regard-
lessof their medical condition. Thispuzzledthe
doctorsand someeventhought that it had some-
thing to do with the supernatural. No one could
solve the mystery of why the deaths occurred
around 11 a.m. on Sundaysin thisoneroom. So
aworldwide team of experts was assembled to
investigate the cause of theincidents.

The next Sunday morning, afew minutes be-
fore11, all doctorsand nursesnervously waited
outsidetheroom to seefor themselveswhat the
terrible phenomenon was that was killing the
patients in that one particular bed. Some were
hol dingwooden crosses, prayer booksand other
holy objectstoward off theevil spirits. Justwhen
theclock struck 11, PookieJackson, thepart-time
Sunday janitor, entered theroomand unplugged
the life support system so he could run the
vacuum cleaner.

IF THE field of Democratic candidates for

president getsany bigger, they’ |l haveto spinof
and start another party.

| WAS reading with interest an Associatec
Press story about an 18-year-old high schoo
basketball player from Ohiowhoisexpected tc
bethe No. 1 pick in thisyear’s NBA draft if he
decides to go pro. He may aready be pro anc
doesn’t know it.

For his18th birthday, hewasgivenaHumme
H2, equi ppedwiththreetel evisionsand ahookuy
for computer games. The silver/platinum SUV
was shipped from Californiaand hasabasere
tail priceof $49,190. Reportsarehismother gave
himthevehiclefor his18thbirthday. Butthe Ohic
High School Athletic Association is looking
deeper into that situation. If it isproved that the
player — LeBron James— broke any rules, the
two-time “Mr. Ohio” would be stripped of hi:
amateur status, and if he played in any game:
after that his team would have to forfeit those
games. A $49,190gift?FromMom?Friendssay
the player’ smother obtained abank oan to pay
for the vehicle and did nothing to compromise
hiseligibility.

WE'll see what we shall see as this thing be
ginsunfolding.

L1Z sent thisone, as seen on ahighway bill-
board: “Keep using my nameinvain, I'll make
rush hour longer.” -God

HAPPY Birthdayto...

vJan. 15— DaleAllen

vJan. 16 — (mother-in-law) Sally Eberle
Margo Schiefen, Dorothy Kleinsorge, Derrick
Bailey.

Congratulations!

Call us at 462-3963 or email
td@nwkansas.com to have your special day
mentioned. And please keep us updated on any
changes. Weneed your assistanceinthisregard
Thanks, in advance!

HAVE agood evening!
*kkkk
Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press. Hi:
column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com.

New name, same old company

What |essonshavebeenlearnedfromthemas-
sivecorporate scandal sthat shook our nationin
2002?1stheU.S. public, withrecord-low levels
of trust in corporate America, lesslikely to be
fooled thenexttimearound?Thenext bigtestis
right around the corner.

Philip Morris, the world’s largest and most
profitabletobacco corporation, isbankingonthe
short memory span of consumers. And hoping
that yet another massive PR campaignwill win
back aU.S. public that has adamantly rejected
itsdeadly businesspractices.

Inthe 1990s, Philip Morrisdipped from fifth
to 496th on Fortune magazine’s most admired
Americancorporationslist. Withtheplummetin
public perception of American corporationsthat
took placelastyear, PhilipMorrisisnow hoping
to stage amajor comeback:

Later this month the tobacco giant will offi-
cialy changeitsnametoAltria

Philip Morris has hired Leo Burnett, the ad
agency that createdtheMarlboro Man, toroll out
the new name. With the tagline “Where people
and performance make a difference,” the PR
wizardsat Leo Burnett will try to createtheim-
pression that Philip Morrisisabeacon of finan-
cial strength, good management, and of course,
social responsibility.

L eo Burnett has seen huge successinitspart-
nership with Philip Morrisin the past. The
MarlboroManimage, described by itscreator as
“theright imageto capture the youth market’'s
fancy,” has made Marlboro the world’sleading
cigarette.

A powerful imageof independenceandrebel -
lion, theMarlboro cowboy isarguably thelead-
ing source of youth tobacco addiction.

Patricia
Lynn

® Another
Take

In the aftermath of Enron and WorldCom,
however, thefolksat Leo Burnett may find the
task of remaking PhilipMorris'sbatteredimage
too much even for them. At atime when people
acrosstheUnited Statesaredemanding account-
ability from corporations, the tobacco giant is
responding with one more round of smoke and
mirrors.

Philip Morrisisstill driving an epidemic that
claims4.9millionliveseach year, anumber that
isprojected to skyrocket to 10 million by 2030.
Tobacco-related illness is fast becoming the
world’sleading cause of death. Whatever name
the tobacco giant goes by, it will not be able to
distanceitself from the Marlboro Man's global
rampage.

PhilipMorris'slatest PR stuntwill notfool the
peopleonevery continentwhoarecurrently chal-
lenging Big Tobacco’ sdeadly businesspractices.
Morethan 150 countries have cometogether to
negotiate the Framework Convention on To-
bacco Control (FCTC), theworld'sfirst public
healthtreaty. Despitethetremendous economic
and political clout of Philip Morrisand other gi-
ant tobacco corporations, the great majority of
countriesare pushingfor astrongtreaty that pri-
oritizes health over tobacco profits.

Initsattemptsto positionitself asagood cor-
poratecitizen, PhilipMorrisclaimstosupport the
FCTC. Behindthe scenes, however, thetobaccc
giant has worked at the global level to block
delay and weaken the treaty. Internal corporate
documents clearly demonstrate that from the
outset of the treaty process, Philip Morris ha
worked aggressively tounderminetheeffortso
the World Health Organization and advocacy
groups working for a strong and enforceabl
FCTC.

Thetreaty isscheduled to be adopted in May
and the United States is one of a few wealthy
countriestryingtostall theFCTC'sprogress. The
final round of negotiationswill takeplacein Feb
ruary. Asthis groundbreaking piece of interna
tional regulation comes down to the wire, the
United Statesisunder increasing pressureto stoy
puttingtheprofitsof Philip Morrisahead of pub:
lic health.

For its part, Philip Morriswould do better tc
changeitswaysthan changeitsname. Oneof the
best steps the tobacco giant could take to con:
vincetheU.S. publicthatithasreformedistostoy
interfering in the devel opment of public healtt
policiesat thenational, regional andlocal level:
around theworld.

*kkk*k

Patricia LynnisInfact’s associate campaigr
director. Snce1977, Infact, a Boston-based na
tional grassrootscor poratewatchdog organi za
tion, has been exposing life-threatening abuse:
by transnational corporations and organizing
successful grassrootscampaignstoholdcorpo
rationsaccountabl eto consumersand society a
large. For more information, visit:
www.infact.org <http://mww.infact.org>.



