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Tax reform?

® Our Readers
Sound Off

Tothe Colby Free Press:

Where do you plan to spend all that money you are going to save
with thegenerousincometax reductionswearegetting? TheBaha
mas?A Mediterranean cruise? Maybeatour of Paris? Or maybeyou
can step up from the used Ford Taurusyou planned before vacation
timeto anicenew Lincoln Town Car.

| wouldventuretosay, avery small percentageof thefolksinnorth-
west Kansas will have enough reductionintheirincometax liabili-
tiesto any morethan maybe spend an extracoupledays on vacation
and certainly very, very few will havesubstantial enoughreductions
totakethebigtrips. A few familiesmay beabletolook at anew Tau-
rusinstead of aused onebut certainly won’t bethinking about jump-
ingtothebigluxury auto. Thosethat do havethat kind of reductions
wereal ready abletofund suchtripsand autos, whenthey wantedthem,
without the reductions.

How many of youreceiveasubstantial amount of yourincomefrom
stock dividends? Or, how many of you areaffected by theestatetaxes
(deathtax)?Infact, how many househol dsinnorthwest Kansaseven
approach the top income tax brackets? And, how many taxpaying
entitiesinnorthwest Kansasareinthetop 3-5 percentincomenation-
ally?That top 3-5 percent group aregoingtorakein 60-70 percent or
more of the savings. Of coursethat figureisdebated hotly but weall
know, if weknow how todo math, that itisgoingto bevery near those
percentages and most likely will be asmaller percent of tax entities
getting an even higher percentage of thesavings. Think intermsof a
$3,000 divided among three 3 people ($1,000 each) and $1,500 di-
vided among 100 people ($15 each). $1,000 for thetop and $15for
themiddleclass(who presently pay 60-70 percent of all taxes) doesn’t
quite seem equitableto me. | won't argue the exact percentages, but
they areintheballpark.

Thesetax reductionsaregoingto: Turntheeconomy around?Pro-
videinvestment opportunities? Create demandsfor food, manufac-
tured merchandise, and create new jobs? Investment opportunities
for who? It certainly won't be to those who need every dollar they
can get their hands onto maintain their daily living?

Thesameholdstruefor food and shelter money. Theoneswhowill
benefit substantially from tax savingsare already ableto buy all the
food they need and have adequate living quarters providing shelter
from the elements.

Vacations? Again, those with substantial savingswill spend their
vacation money somewhere besides northwest Kansas. Don’'t look
for any millionairesto be sending requeststo thelocal Chamber of -
fice for brochures describing all the exciting points of interest in
northwest Kansas.

Now, maybeweneed to consider just what all thesetax reductions
or reforms are going to cost northwest Kansas. Education funding
(pre-school, elementary, secondary, and college)? Our Community
College, oneof thebiggest employersin northwest Kansas, istaking
asubstantial hit. Elder care funding? Disabled assistance? Health
care? Medical facilities? Natural resource protection? Weather and
market related farm disasters? Future generations (deficit spending
hasto be repaid sometime)? What percentage of northwest Kansas
familieswill be affected negatively by these costs?

Perhaps you need to think about some of these things before you
shout, “Hallelujah and Praise God” for alegislature and administra-
tion (Republican or Democrat) that i spushing thiskind of tax reform.
Morality and ethics cover alot moreterritory than patriotism, capi-
tal punishment, abortion, sexual orientation, and religious plaques.

Greed and economic power can certainly be amoral and ethical
problem. Thetop 3 percent of our citizens(super wealthy) just might
beabusing themiddle 94 percent awholel ot morethanthebottom 3
percent (totally dependent and non productive).

Ken Poland
Gem
(Letter #5)

Mail letters to: Colby Free Press, 155 W. 5th St., Colby, Kan.,
67701. Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

CoLBY FREE PrEss

155 W. Fifth (USPS 120-920) (785) 462-3963

Colby, Kan. 67701
freepress@nwkansas.com
State award-winning newspaper, General Excellence, Design & Layout
Excellence, Column Writing, Editorial Writing, Sports Columns, News,
Photography.
Official newspaper of Thomas County, Colby, Brewster and Rexford.

Tom (TD) Dreiling - Publisher

td@nwkansas.com

NEWS
Patty Decker - Editor

pdecker@nwkansas.com
Darrel Pattillo, Sports Editor
colbysports@nwkansas.com
Michelle L. Hawkins, family and religion
mhawkins@nwkansas.com

ADVERTISING
Crystal Rucker - Advertising Representative

crystalr@nwkansas.com
Flo Rodriguez - Ad Composition, Legals
BUSINESS OFFICE
Lea Bandy - Circulation Manager
Pattie Stevens - Office Manager, Want Ads
Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator

support@nwkansas.com

NOR'WEST PRESS
Jim Bowker - General Manager

Richard Westfahl, Lana Westfahl, Ron VanLoenen, Judy McKnight

THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published daily, every Monday through
Friday, except the day observed for Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanks-
giving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, by Haynes Publishing Co., 155 W.
Fifth, Colby, Kan., 67701.

PERIODICALS POSTAGE is paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth,
Colby, Kan., 67701.

THE BUSINESS OFFICE at 155 W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. t0 5:30 p.m. Monday
to Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday.

MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, which is exclusively entitled to the use
for publication of all news credited to it or not otherwise herein. Member Kansas Press
Association, Inland Press Association and National Newspaper Association.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby by carrier: 4 months $32, 8 months $47, 12
months $64. By mail with in Colby and the nine-county region of Thomas, Sheridan,
Decatur, Rawlins, Cheyenne, Sherman, Wallace, Logan and Gove counties: 4 months
$44, 8 months $56, 12 months $72 . Other Kansas counties and surrounding states: 4
months $51, 8 months $61, 12 months $75. All other states, $75, 12 months.

Nor’'West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

: E
PLASTIC
SURGEON ]
| INTHE

HOUSE??

S

A5 Eﬁ»ﬁﬁ TREHE MEa

! S Ey a4
l|"|"|.l'-:::l.;|_ l‘g = {?l.,l'l'-\._.tj ! I:-}

What kind of sign Is that?

Aslong as| can remember, | have been mak-
ingNew Year’sResolutions, but for somereason
| didn’t even think about it thisyear. Maybeit's
because | wastoo busy with other issues.

Anyway, | did start thinking about it recently
andsinceit’saready half way through January, |
though | might need a little help from other
sources — so | asked around and did some re-
search.

Not being much of a horoscope person, | de-
cidedto goahead and check my Zodiac signand,
just as| suspected, it wasn't much help.

For Sagittarians, whichismy sign, the New
Year’'sresolution wassimply this. “ Think.”

What kind of adumb resolutionisthat?

After checking on some of the other signsand
the kind of resolutions that were suggested, it
seemed only appropriateto list thoseaswell. So
herethey are:

Ariesaresupposed to cut back tothreedouble
espressosaday.

Thoseunder theTaur ussignneedtotaketheir
mothersout for dinner at |east onceamonth and
bring two for one coupons.

Gemini people need to maintain a three-sec-
ond vow of silence once aweek.

Cancer folksshouldstick toaSpartanregimen
of fivemealsaday.

L eosweretoldthey needtoavoidusingtherear
view mirror to check if their hair is okay while
driving at speedsover 65 mph.

Peopleunder theVir gosignneedto stop copy-
editing thegrocery list.

Librosaretoldthat for their New Year’sreso-
Iution they need to find anew word for “ cute.”

Scor pionswereremindednottotell Aunt Cleo

War with Irag

Asthe Bush Administration prepares for war
in Irag, the American people should demand a
complete assessment of the costs of the war —
which go beyond potential military and civilian
casualties.

As President Dwight Eisenhower famously
noted, the costs of militarism arenot limited to
the battlefield.

They includethebudget sacrificesthat must be
made inorder to support awar effort or military
buildup.

In the case of the Iraq war, these costs will be
substantial, most likely requiring our nation to
forgo spending on domestic and international
programsthat are vital to our security.

Putting a price tag on human casualtiesisim-
possible. And eventhosecoststhat are quantifi-
ablearehardto predict. Nonethel ess, it wouldbe
irresponsiblenot to estimate— aswell aswecan
— the costs of war before deciding to wageit.

Mostlikely, thelragwar wouldlast about three
monthsastheUnited Statesmovesfromalengthy
air attack to aground war in lrag’'smajor cities,
followed by alengthy occupation. Our nation
would undoubtedly prevail inthe end.

Assumingthat thewar wouldlast threemonths
andthat Americawoul d havetooccupy thecoun-
try for oneyear, thelraqwar would cost $90 bil-
lion, based on figures from the Congressional
Budget Office.

Patty Decker

e Deep
Thoughts

that she'sgained 40 poundsevery timethey see
her.

Capricornsneedtoputanendtoall thosean-
noying e-mailsat work.

Aquarians need to ask if the fur coat isreal
beforespray paintingit; and finally Piscesneed
to try to remember that work starts at 9 in the
morning.

Asyou can see, theaboveresol utionsfor par-
ticular Zodiacsignsweren’'tmuchhelp.Atleast,
| didn’t think so.

Conseguently, | took my own personal survey.
Itwasn’t muchbetter. M ost peoplesaidtheusual:
World peace, exercise more, lose weight, save
money, stop smoking, etc., etc.

Althoughtherewereothersthat had aslightly
different twist to resolutions. | thought making
more money wasn't a bad idea nor was being
happy.

Serioudly, though, | think it's a good ideato
reflect on some of my shortcomings and try to
make them better.

For example, spending more time with my
family and friends this year. There are times
when| tendtoleavethem out and make excuses
that | have too much work or too many other

things on my mind.

Actually, one of the people| talked with said
they needed to spend moretimewith their pets.
| thought that sounded very sweet and got meto
wonderingif my cat thinks| spend enoughtime
with him. Maybe this sounds crazy, but | just
don't believe my cat would really care whether
| spent more time with him or not. In fact, he
might get so annoyed hewoul d probably scratch
meinmy sleepfor not havingleft himal onedur-
ing the day.

With all the resolutions that are possible, |
think | would still put healthand happinessat the
top of thelist.

When we are healthy, it's easier to have all
those other good thingsin life, which would
probably take care of many of the not-so-good
vices.

| believe that's probably the biggest reason
why theannual Colby WellnessFair takesplace
in mid-January.

After al, what better way to start anew year
then to take charge of your health by learning
moreabout whatever ail sor whatever could beg
problemin thefuture. Thefair can help partici-
pants by discovering illnesses before serious
problemsdevel op. For exampl e, participantscan
find out moreabout osteoporosis, diabetes, can-
cer, arthritisand much more.

Maybethat’ sthebest way to start thenew year.

TheWellnessFair beginsat 9a.m. and endsat
1 p.m., Saturday, in the student union at Colby
Community College. Hopeto seeyou there.

*kkk*k

Decker iseditor of theFreePress. Her column

appearson Thursdays.

will cost us more than blood

Vice Admiral
Jack Shanahan

® Another
Take

That'salot of money. It'smorethan the fed-
eral government spendsonK-12 Education, the
Environmental ProtectionAgency, housing as-
sistance, and humanitarian foreign aid com-
bined.

For $90 billion, Americacouldinvestin pro-
gramsthat have afar better chance of enhanc-
ing our long-term national security needs than
anill-conceivedwar with Irag. For $90 billion
per year, America could do everything on this
list— and more;

VFor adecade, doublecurrent researchfund-
ingfor cleanandrenewableenergy —toendour
dependence onrisky foreign oil. Cost: $12 hil-
lion.

VFor five years, double the budget for the
Center for DiseaseControl and Prevention. This
would lessen the threat of smallpox, anthrax,
plague and more. Cost: $20 hillion.

VFor twoyears, doublethehumanitarianfor-

eignaidbudget. AsPresident Bush hasacknowl-
edged, part of the war on terrorism involves
fighting poverty, which breedsit. Cost: $20bil-
lion.

VDoublefederal spendingonK-12education.
A one-year influx of federal money wouldbee
down payment on our nation’shill to renovate
public schools. Cost: $34 hillion.

VFor two years, provide public financing of
federal elections — as an experiment to see if
wecanmakeour democracy work. Cost: $2 bil-
lion.

Clearly, $90billionisalot of money, evenfor
our rich nation.

The$90billionfigure highlightshow impor-
tant it isfor Americato carefully consider the
costs and benefits of waging war.

We need to strike a balance between relying
on military action and using all the diplomatic
and humanitarian tools that we have available
tomaketheworld moresecureinthelongterm.

Thefederal budgetisnot limitless.

We should make sure our spending priorities
areclear beforethe bombs start falling.

*kkk*k

Vice-Admiral Jack Shanahan (USN, ret) isa
former commander of theU.S. Second Fleet anc
is a military advisor of the TrueMajority
(Www. TrueMaj ority.com), aproject of Business
Leadersfor SensiblePriorities.

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau

"DEAR WIKE : A5 MUK A5
T ENJOY THE OLMAL BN,
176 HARD 70 BELIEVE YOU RE|

"W BACT, 17 S0UNPS LIKE
YOURE MAKING THEM UP OV
THE GPOT HOW L0 Y AEAD?

... NOT GUILTY, CHARLES,!
EACH OF THEGE LETTERS /S
AUTHENTIC! I GUARANTEE T/
IFANY OF THEGE LETTERS ARE

"DEAR MIKE




