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North, South Korea

plan high-

By HANS GREIMEL
Associated Press Writer

PANMUNJOM, Korea (AP) —
Northand South K oreaset datesfor
high-level talks earlier this week
boosting the diplomatic drivefor a
peaceful solution to anuclear dis-
putedespitesignstheNorth hasin-
creased military patrols near its
border with the South.

The announcement that the two
Koreaswould holdaround of Cabi-
net-level meetingslater thismonth
wasmatched by hopeful comments
by U.S. envoy James Kelly, who
said before meetingsin Beijing he
was “reassured” by efforts to per-
suade the North to give up its
nuclear weapons devel opment.

The reclusive regime in
Pyongyang, however, kept up its
drumbeat of anti-American invec-
tive through the state-run media,
blaming nuclear proliferation on
the United States and accusing
Washington of usingitsweaponsto
threaten and blackmail other na-
tions.

The public bluster had no effect
on diplomatic movesintheregion.
InSeoul, the South K oreangovern-
ment announced that it had agreed
with Pyongyang to hold Cabinet-
level talkson Jan. 21-24. The con-
frontation over the North’snuclear
weaponsprogramswasexpectedto
be on the agenda.

Tensions on the peninsula have
been rising since North Korea ad-
mittedin October tohaving asecret
nuclear program.

L ast week thecommunist regime
announceditswithdrawal fromthe
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty
andthreatenedtobegintestingmis-
silesagain.

South Korean officialshavesaid
they would use all inter-Korean
contactstopersuadeNorthK oreato
give up its nuclear ambitions. The
upcoming talkswould be the ninth
round the two countries have had
sinceaNorth-SouthsummitinJune
2000 and thefirst since October.

While the North has maintained
its antagonistic stance against the
United States, it has not made any
alarming moves on the ground.

TheU.S. military hasspottedin-
creased patrols by North Korean
soldiers over the past week in one
area of the Demilitarized Zone di-
viding the Korean Peninsula, said
Lt. Col. Matthew Margotta, who
commandsacombined battalion of
U.S. and South Korean soldiers.

But themovesinthe2 1/2-mile-
wide, 156-mile-long DMZ were
“not alarming, just unusual,” and
were probably “triggered by a
heightening of tensions,” Margotta
said.

TheNorthKoreanshavea sooc-
cupied a guard tower in the DMZ
that hadn’t been used in years, he
said.

Inaspeech earlierintheweek at
the Yongsan command headquar-
tersfor U.S. troopsin South Korea,

level talks

President-elect Roh Moo-hyun
called the U.S.-South Korean alli-
ancethe" drivingforce” for security
intheregion.

“We can never accept North
Korea's nuclear weapons pro-
gram,” Roh said, calling for anin-
ternational diplomatic effort to de-
fuse the standoff. “ The South Ko-
rean-U.S. aliance should be the
basisfor thiseffort,” hesaid.

The United States keeps 37,000
troops based in South Korea, and
theaccidentd killing of twoteenage
girls by American Glsdriving a
military vehiclehasincreased calls
that theforce be scaled down.

InBeijing, U.S. Assistant Secre-
tary of State JamesKelly went into
talksat the Chinese Foreign Minis-
try saying he was optimistic about
international efforts to peacefully
resolve the confrontation.

Chinahasofferedtohost negotia-
tionsbetweentheUnited Statesand
North Korea.

“I'mvery reassured,” saidKelly,
whoarrivedfrom Seoul onTuesday
night.“Wehavetokeeptalkingwith
each other to make surethat things
aredonein thebest possible way.”

On Wednesday, the head of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency, Mohamed ElBaradei,
urged Russiato becomeinvolvedin
thediplomaticefforts, sayingMos-
cow couldplay a“vitally important
role.”

North Korea has been issuing
daily diatribes against the United
States through its state-run media.
Pyongyang's KCNA news agency
rejectedinternational concernover
its nuclear programs and said
nuclear proliferationwasstarted by
the United States.

“In1945,theU.S. producedthree
A-bombsand tested one of themin
itsmainland and dropped the other
two on Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
inflicting nuclear holocaust on the
Japanesefor thefirsttimeinhuman
history,” the dispatch said.

The United States and other
countriesarenow tryingtoshiftthe
blameto North Koreaand pressur-
ingittorejointheNuclear Nonpro-
liferation Treaty, said the report,
monitored in Seoul.

Aspart of itsefforts, Washington
has taken a more conciliatory ap-
proach.

President Bush said on Tuesday
that he would consider reviving a
proposal offering substantial eco-
nomicbenefitsfor NorthK oreaif it
agrees to dismantle its nuclear
weaponsfacilities.

Theadministration had beenpre-
paredtomakesuchanofferlastyear
but withdrew it after learning that
the North Koreans had initiated a
uranium-based nuclear weapons
program.

Intalksearlier thisweekin Seoul ,
Kelly indicated the United States
might help North Korea meet its
energy needsif thenuclear issueis
resolved.

Class action lawsuit
filed against \Westar

TOPEKA (AP)—A class-action
lawsuit filed Wednesday against
Westar Energy Inc. charges the
company and its top executives
with knowingly issuing false and
misleading statements about the
company’sfinances.

ThelawsuitinU.S. District Court
inTopeka, chargesthat those state-
ments costs hundreds or thousands
of people to lose money because
Westar securitiessoldat artificially
high prices.

Theclassrepresentedinthelaw-
suit includes anyone who bought
Westar stock between March 30,
2001 and Dec. 26, 2002.

The complaint was filed on be-
half of Howard B. Kahn, whose
hometownwasnot available. [twas
filed by attorneys with Swanson
Midgley of Kansas City, Mo.;
Schiffrin & Barroway, of Bala
Cynwyd, Pa.; and Cauley Geller
Bowman & Coatesof Little Rock,
Ark.

The complaint names the com-
pany, aswell asJamesHaines, cur-
rentdirector, chief executiveofficer
and president; DavidWittig, former
chairman of the board, CEO and
president; James Martin, former
senior vice president; and Paul
Geist, current senior vicepresident
and chief financia officer.

The suit charges that the defen-
dants violated the Securities Ex-
changeAct by issuing themislead-
ingorfalsestatementsinvolvingits
dealings with Cleco Corp., and
earningsfor Protection One, asecu-
rity alarmfirm owned primarily by
Westar.

The complaint said the state-
mentsartificially inflated the price
of Westar’ssecurities, andthat each
of the defendants knew about the
deception.

A spokeswoman for Westar,
Karla Olsen, said the company
would have no statement on the
lawsuit Wednesday.
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