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It was the first time that Don and Anne Guilfoyle of Colby experi-
enced what they called a “blizzard of tumbleweeds,” but that's
exactly what happened Wednesday night when the northwest
winds blew hundreds upon hundreds ofthem into theiryard. “For
all we know, those tumbleweeds could have traveled more than
40 miles,” Don said. As for Anne, the strange phenomenon means

that once the winds die down, they will have a lot of work to do in
disposing of the tumbleweeds. “We have always had a few tum-
bleweeds in the past, but normally this time of year, there would
be snowdrifts butting up against the garage not tumbleweeds,”
she said. Anne and her son, Joe, looked in disbelief at the mounds
of tumbleweeds scattered across their property.

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

Experts: Drought hastens aquifer’s depletion

LAWRENCE (AP)
Drought is speeding up deple-
tion of the OgallalaAquifer so
much that a University of Kan-
sasresearcher callsthe problem
“as pressing or more pressing”
thanit ever hasbeen before.

Eight university scientistsre-
cently spent aweek in western
K ansastomeasurethewater lev-
elsof 500 wellsthat draw water
from the aquifer. They discov-
ered the water level isdropping
faster than it did in the last de-

cade.

“What happenswhenit getsdry,
people pump more, so they're
drawing on it more,” said Rex
Buchanan, associatedirector of the
KansasGeological Survey.“ These
numbers clearly show the issue of
depletion of the Ogallalais out
there, and it’'s as pressing or more
pressing asit hasbeen.”

The Ogallala stretches from
northern Texasto South Dakotaand
isamagjor source of water on the
High Plains. In addition to the uni-

Gov. Sebelius budget

By JOHN HANNA
AP Political Writer

TOPEKA(AP)— Gov.Kathleen
Sebelius' proposed budget isadeft
mix of policy and political strategy.
Butitdependsuponstablestaterev-
enues — an assumption that ap-
pears questionable.

Beforethe Democratic governor
delivered her State of the State ad-
dressWednesday, someRepublican
legislators doubted she could pro-
pose abudget that protected public
schools from further cuts without
raising taxes or slashing funds for
higher education and social ser-
Vices.

But Sebelius proposed shifting
money from highway projectsand
local governments to public
schoals, higher education and so-

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 33

Low thismorning, 2

Temperature at 11:00, 31

Records for thisdate: 71 in
1950, -17in 1930

Theforecast

Tonight, clear, lows mid
teens, northwest winds 5-10
mph, increasing late to 20-30
mph. Saturday, sunny, highs
mid40s, northwest winds20-30
mph with guststo 40, then be-
coming southwest late and de-
creasingto5-10 mph. Saturday
night, clear, lows 10-20. Sun-
day, sunny with highs 60-65.
Monday, clear, highsupper 50s.

cial services. She also recom-
mendedthestateset asideamost no
emergency funds during its 2004
fiscal year, which begins July 1.

Republicans, who had seemed
ready to pounce, were relatively
kind after her speech. House
Speaker Doug Mays, R-Topeka,
describedthe Sebeliusbudget as* at
first blush, not bad.”

GOPlegidatorsremainskeptical
because they believe tax revenues
won'’t meet expectationsin coming
months. But they acknowledged
that Sebeliushasabudget plan she
cansell.

“| thought it wasasmart presen-
tation politically,” said Sen. Derek
Schmidt, R-Independence.

Sebelius proposed spending
some $313 million that the state

versity study, thestate’ sDivision of
Water Resources tested 700 other
wellsin the area, reaching similar
findings.

Rural irrigation in western Kan-
sashasbeendrawingwater fromthe
aquifer faster than nature can re-
placeit, andinsomeareastheaqui-
fer hasdried out.

Two years ago, then-Gov. Bill
Gravessetthegoal of zerodepletion
of the aquifer in Kansas, but farm-
ersand western Kansaslawmakers
opposed that goal.

Sen. Stan Clark, R-Oakley,
said the study showsthe need to
decrease water use before the
aquifer situation getsworse.

“Quite honestly, we need to
moveto aneconomy that doesn’t
requiretheOgallala, andwemust
begin that separation soon,”
Clark said. Theeconomy of west-
ern Kansas relies heavily on
wheat andlivestock, two areasof
agriculture that require alot of
water. Lately, totals have been
nowhere near what isrequired.
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Mercury takes nose-dive

By TOM (TD) DREILING
Free Press Publisher

If your furnaceworked overtime
during the night, there was a good
reason.

It'scalled cold.

Colby experienced its coldest
night of the current winter season
when the mercury nose-dived to 2
degreesabovezerointheweehours
thismorning, reportstheNorthwest
Research-Extension Center in
Colby, where the community’s of -
ficial weather records are main-
tained.

On the morning of Jan. 10, the
mercury droppedto +6, thecoldest
winter reading of the season — un-
til this morning. On Jan. 11, the
overnight low was+7.

January is proving to be aroller

coaster month, with the highest
reading so far being the 70 degrees
reported on the 8th.

The average soil temperature at
the4-inchdepthisright at thefreez-
ing mark.

The forecast calls for tempera-
tures on Saturday to be in the mic
40s with lows Saturday morning
somewherein theteens, according
to the National Weather Service
office at Goodland.

Therewasnomoistureduringthe
past 24 hours; infact therehasbeen
no moisture to speak of yet this
month, save afew traces. Decem-
ber also produced a big fat zero in
the moisture column.

In January of 2002, Colby re-
ceived 0.57inchesof precipitation,
including 6.2 inches of snow.

Everything Is ‘go’
for ‘03 Wellness Fair

By PATTY DECKER
Colby Free Press

Thisyear's Wellness Fair is set
for Saturday from9am.to1p.m.
at the Colby Community College
Student Unionand organizershave
set up avariety of screening exams
and informational booths to help
kick off the New Year in ahealthy
way.

Asin previous years, lab work
prior to thefair was held on Satur-
day, Jan. 4 and 11 to givefairgoers
an opportunity totest lipid profile,
serum glucose and get a complete
blood count.

The lipid profile offers partici-
pantsachanceto screen cardiovas-
cular risk, the serum glucose is a
check for diabetes and the blood
count testing included an anemia
screen, said Jeanene Brown, direc-
tor of education at Citizens Medi-
cal Center and one of the Wellness
Fair committee members.

“Results of the tests,” she said,
“will be available on Saturday,
alongwithanexplanation.” Partici-
pants are asked to check the time
schedules for those presentations
that will bepostedat theregistration
desk when entering thefair.

For $5, fairgoers can also get
screening examsfor skin cancer by

staff from Heartland Dermatol ogy
Center in Hays, oral cancer from
Colby-area dentists, a colorectal
screening kit from the Thomas
County Health Department tc
check for colon cancer, urinalysis
testing that is used to screen for &
variety of health problems, glau-
coma screening exams by areaop-
tometrists, blood pressure checks
and strokerisk analysis by Family
Center for Health Care staff, anc
screening eval uations for hearing
by the Northwest Kansas Hearing
Services.

Fitnesstestingwill al sobeamong
the highlights at this year’s fair,
Brown said. Those tests include
cardiovascul ar endurance, body fat
analysis, flexibility, strength anc
evenabonedensity analysis, which
isascreening for osteoporosis, for
asmall additional fee.

“Womencanasosignupfordis-
counted rates on mammograms,
breast, pelvic exams, and PAF
smearsthat would bedoneat alater
date,” shesaid.

Nurse practitioners from Colby
Medical and Surgical Center, along
with those from the Family Center
for Health Care will be participat-
inginthewomen'shealthexampro-
grams.

Is sald a mixture of policy, politics and luck

normally would set asidefor emer-
gencies by the end of fiscal 2004,
leaving only $500,000.

Last year, Republicans reduced
theamount of emergency funds, so
sheisborrowing their ideabut tak-
ing it to its maximum extent. Also,
someofficialsarguethe statefaces
atrueemergency now — theworst
financial crisissincethe Great De-
pression.

But thestatewould haveno cush-
ion should revenues fail to meet
expectations. Through December,
revenueswere$22 million short of
theofficial forecast.

State Budget Director Duane
Goossen acknowledged, “ Clearly,
we' rebudgeting onavery thinmar-
ginwiththis.”

The $10.2 billion budget that

Sebeliusoutlinedisabout $21 mil-
lionsmaller thanthecurrent budget.
Of the total, $4.5 billion would
comefrom statetax revenues.

Shekept acampaign promiseby
proposing to continue spending
$3,863 per pupil onelementary and
secondary schools.

Shealsowouldtrimonly $5mil-
lion from higher education’s $671
millionappropriationof general tax
dollars — all from the Board of
Regents' central office.

For theDepartment of Social and
Rehabilitation Services, Sebelius
restored about two-thirds of the
emergency cuts made by her Re-
publican predecessor, Gov. Bill
Graves. Services budget before he
|eft office.

Sebelius also found money to

keep minimum-security prisons
open, hire 70 new highway patrol
troopers and give state employees
al.5 percent pay raise.

The biggest loser is the Depart-
ment of Transportation. Graves
withheld $95 million in highway
funds in the current fiscal year;
Sebeliuswantstotakeanother $165
millioninfiscal 2004.

But Sebelius blunted potential
criticism by saying she'still com-
mitted to the state's 10-year, $13.5
billiontransportation program. For
many legidlators,it’' sappropriateto
choose education and social ser-
vicesover roadsin the short-term.

“The highway program isa 10-
year program that may become an
11-year or 12-year program,” said
House Minority Leader Dennis

McKinney, D-Greensburg. “ Prob-
lemsinsocial servicesareimmedi-
ate, andif they’ renot handled prop-
erly, people get hurt thisyear.”

Sebelius also proposed that the
state eliminate $86 million in pay-
mentsto citiesand counties, ontop
of $48 million Graves withheld in
the current budget.

While such adecision could en-
couragelocal governmentstoraise
property taxes, Sebelius noted that
the $86 million represents about 2
percent of their total budgets.

Inher speech, shesaid education
and social servicesaremoreimpor-
tant.

Maysendorsedtheproposal, say-
ing local governments need to
tighten their belts along with state
government.
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Church group to hold soup lunch

TheColby United M ethodi st Senior Youth Groupwill hold
a soup lunch on Sunday from 11:30 am. to 1 p.m. at the
church. The menu includes chili, chicken noodle, taco and
cornchowder, drink, relishesand desserts. Thecostisafree-
will donation. Proceedswill benefittheyouth group’sactivi-
ties. All areinvited.

Commissioners meet Monday
TheThomas County Commissionerswill holdtheir regu-
lar meeting at the courthouse, Monday, beginning at 9 am.
withareport from ChrisBieker, road supervisor, and Rovohl
Township. Larry Jumper, landfill supervisor, is also slated
totalk about the landfill at 9:30 a.m. For other questions or
information, call Tracey Perkins, county clerk, at 462-4500.

Monday is holiday for some

Monday is the annual observance of the Martin Luther
King Jr. holiday and some places of businesswill be closed.

The Colby Free Presswill publish and deliver newspapers
onthat day. If youplanatriptotown, youmight wanttocheck
ahead to seeif your appointed roundswill be open.

Actors wanted for college play
Auditions for the Colby Community College spring pro-
duction “Angel Street” and the college’stouring children’s
show will be held Tuesday, Jan. 28, at 7 p.m. inthe Cultural
Arts Center on the campus. Actors interested in “Angel
Street” areaskedto prepareaone- totwo-minutemonol ogue.
Those interested in the children’s tour will read from the
script. For questions, call Walter Yuhreat 462-3984, ext. 783.

Leftover commodities available
Thereis alimited amount of commodities left from the
December, 2002 distribution that will begiven out on Tues-
day from 10 a.m. until noon at the Retired Senior Volunteer
Program’s officein the Colby Senior Progress Center, said
LauraWithington, coordinator. Eligiblepersonsmay receive
these items according to the USDA guidelines on Tuesday.

Those itemsinclude potato flakes, canned potatoes, raisins
andinstant milk. For questionsoneligibility or theprogram,
call 462-6744.

Geneology group meets Sunday

The Family History/Genealogy group will meet at 3:30
p.m. Sunday, at Pioneer Memoria Library, Colby. Therewill
beavideo onthe use of Personal Ancestry File4 which can
be downloaded free at Familysearch.org, and discussion of
submitting informationto Ancestral Filefor preservation at
the samelocation. All interested persons are welcome.

Cemetery board changes dates

TheColby Cemetery District board meetingswill beheld
on Thursdays instead of Mondays for the next couple of
months, said ReldaGalli, board member. Themeetings; how-
ever, will still be held at the Thomas County Courthouse
beginning at 2 p.m. Board members should notethat Thurs-
day meetingsinclude Jan. 23, Feb. 20, March 20 and April
24. For questions, call Galli at 462-3670.
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