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Dealing with Saddam:
keep up the pressure

Newsreports M onday morning indicated thelragisare becoming
much more conciliatory toward U.N. weaponsinspectors, and with
good reason.

TheUnited Stateshassent another 10,000troopstoward|rag, along
with awarning from President Bush that his* patiencewasgrowing
thin” andthe Saudishaveeffectively put apriceon SaddamHussein's
head by offering amnesty if regime changeiseffectedinIrag.

Inthefirst case, our president haslearned avaluablelesson from
some great |eaders who preceded him, never bluff. If you threaten
war, beready tocarry it out, evenif itisunpopul ar and costsyouyour
job.

War threatswithout any preparationwould havehad noeffect ona
|eader whoismoreconcerned about hisown prestigeand power than
his people's suffering. | have no doubt that Saddam took the warn-
ingsabout di sarmament asanother opportunity torubAmerica sface
inour “failure” to remove him from power in 1991.

I’mnot actually surethat he even knowshelost the 1991 war. Oh,
heknowsit onsomedeep-downlevel andhedoeshaveaccesstoCNN,
but even hisgeneralsdidn’t know they had evenlost, muchlesshow
badly they had been beaten, until we showed them.

If you were ageneral in Saddam’s army, and you knew his pen-
chant for killing messengers of bad news, would you tell him how
badly, and quickly, hisarmy had been beaten after you had told him
you werewinning?

Itisalso morethan likely that he didn’t think we had the stomach
for another fight, sohedecidedtocall our bluff. Thehope, especially
amongtheArabs, isthat therearethoseinthelragi government who
haveamorerealistic view of the possible outcome of awar withthe
United States, Britain and other allies.

A coupwould play to the political sideof thingsfor Bush aswell.
Therestructuring of thelragi government and the attendant need for
amilitary presencewould beahugedrain on our damaged economy
for yearsto come.

I’'mfairly certainthe president hasn’t forgottenthat hisfather was
animmensely popular president after winning thefirst war, but lost
the election on a sluggish economy and a badly advised political
compromise.

If Hussein could beremoved without either firing ashot or rebuil d-
ing the government from scratch, that would be a great feather in
Bush’s cap while giving him the leeway to spend more on the
economy. Itwouldn’t beabadthinginregardstoleveragewith North
Korea, either.

Itwould alsobeagoodthingfor thelragi people, whoseemtohave
been forgotten at timesin all therhetoric. I'm told that their public
school systemisthelatest casualty of the economic sanctions.

It hasbecomeincreasingly difficulttobuy food, clothing and medi-
cineasthenoosetightensand thingsare becoming worse and worse
for those who are usually hurt the most in war, theinnocent.

Therehavebeen callsto end theembargoesand themilitary build-
up for precisely those reasons. Thereis much suffering in Irag and
we, meaning the western countries who participated in the war, are
seen asthe cause.

Thereal cause, however, is Saddam Hussein. Had he beenwilling
to“play nice,” | havenodoubt that hewould now bereceivingall the
food and aid from the west he could ever want.

But, he apparently wants war and we seem to be willing to give
himwhat hewants. L et’shope saner and more pragmatic heads pre-
vail beforeit really istoo late. The surest way to help that isto keep
up the pressure.
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Submitted by A. Jay Kelley of Colby, awriter who speakshismind
on a variety of topics, from politics to religion. His e-mail is
jkelley@nwkansas.com
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STAY TUNED AS A MIDDLE-CLASS
MAN AND HIS FAMILY STRUGGLE
IN THE ““BUSH ECONOMY ™ To MpKE

ENDS MEET oN “JOE AVERAGE”
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Now THEREs A
REALITY SHow T
CAN RELATE To. |
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It’s back to work for Législétu re

TheL egidatureconvenedonJan. 13. Themain
issuefacingthelegislaturethisyear isthebudget
and it's projected shortfall. At this point every-
thingisonthetable.

Kansas Budget

During her State of the State address on
Wednesday, Gov. Sebeliusproposedtwobudgets:
abudget designedto meet statutory requirements
and one intended to fulfill her campaign prom-
ises. The former has a 7.5 percent end balance,
whilethelatter doesnot. Thedifferencebetween
thetwoisthat shehasstated her intentionsnot to
passthe statutory budget.

Thegovernor refusedtohavethestatutory bud-
getintroduced asabill. That budget cut most state
agencies by almost 22 percent. Asfor the* cam-
paign” budget, shetoldthelegidlatureitisonly a
“starting point.”

| really appreciate Gov. Sebeliusproviding us
abudget so quickly when shedid not haveto. She
may beright that atax increaseisnot needed but
I will needlotsof convincingtofully support that
point of view (no tax increase needed). | am ex-
cited about working with the governor.

Non-Statutory Budget Summary

* Increase in spending towards education is
only acasel oad adjustment for bondsand per stu-
dent weighting. At the sametime, sheisrecom-
mending areduction of higher education spend-
ing by 0.8 percent ($5.1 million) in FY 2004 for
theRegents. However, thegovernor recommends
a$242.6 millionreallocationinexpendituresfor
Educationongovernor’srecommendationtoroll
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special educationaidinto base StateAid Per Pu-
pil asaper pupil weighting.

« Governor’ sproposed budget stopspayments
fortheKPERSDeathand Disability Fundfor the
FY 2004 andlast quarter of FY 2003. Saves$26.9
million from funding sources, including $17.8
millionfrom general budget. Therewasopposi-
tion to Gov. Graves proposal of this measure
when thefund had enough money to handlethe
cessation of payments. So, it will beinteresting
toseeif itissupported thistime.

* No State General Fundtransferstothe State
Highway Fund. Governor’s recommendation
shifts portions of the Kansas Highway Patrol
budget to the Department of Transportation.

« Callsfor a 1.5 percent base salary increase
for stateemployees. Estimated at $26.9 million,
including $13.5 million from general fund.

*$112.7 millionincreasein spending for De-
partment of Social and Rehabilitation Services
“largely for caseload increases.”

Committee Reports

Committee meetings have been brief this

week. Here are some sel ected highlightsfor se-
lected committees:

Taxation: 63 bills offered to repeal tax cred-
its and exemptions. Internet taxes will be re-
viewed. Reviewing Class-C Inheritancetaxes.

Agriculture: Bill tostoptheFederal Govern-
ment from treating prairie dogs as endangered
Species.

Correctionsand JuvenileJustice: Bill intro-
duced to create two more prisons to accommo-
date overflow.

Commer ceand L abor : Hearingwith Lt. Gov.
Moore, discussion of Sunday salesof alcohol.

Rules and Journal: Discussjoint rules on
Tuesday, January, Jan. 21 specifically waysto
tighten our rulesto meet our deadlines and fin-
ish our work ontime.

Ethicsand Elections: Secretary of Statewill
appear on Wednesday, Jan. 22.

Utilities: Hearing from proponents on the
massive broadband bill.

Health: Thecommitteewill bethefirstlegis-
lative committee to experiment with paperless
technology. Itisa soavailableliveonthelnternet
at <http://172.16.25.98:1089>http://
172.16.25.98:1089 daily from 1:30 to 2:50. |
chair thiscommittee and hopeto improve com-
mittee discussionswith the use of technol ogy.
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JimMorrisonrepresentsthe121st HouseDis-
trict. His email addressis jmorriso@ink.org.
Telephone(785) 296-7676. Write: Sate Capitol
Building, Rm. 174-W, Topeka, Kan. 66612.

All’s not well in Kansas GOP tent

The state GOP's annual Kansas Day festivi-
tiesgivepolitical activistsachanceto schmooze,
party and celebrate all things Republican.

But asthisyear’s events approach, some Re-
publicans aren't feeling much love for some of
their GOP brethren, and two events last week
demonstrate the infighting between moderate
and conservative members of the party isasin-
tenseasever.

First, the State Board of Education took two
days to elect a new chairwoman, its members
wrangling over how to share power and suspi-
cious of each other’smotives.

Second, the all-Republican Senate panel that
appoints membersto committees stripped con-
servative Tim Huel skamp of hiscoveted seat on
thebudget-writingWaysand MeansCommittee
two daysafter hetriedto placeanally inleader-
ship.

Those devel opments contrast with the “big
tent” rhetoricthat often poursout during Kansas
Day.

“Thebigtent theory worksfor thosewho con-
trol access to the tent,” said Huelskamp, R-
Fowler, after losing hiscommittee seat.

Kansas Day festivities begin Friday, with
North CarolinaSen. Elizabeth Dolescheduledto
speak at the main banquet Saturday night.

Thetiming of theannual celebration— close
to the Jan. 29 anniversary of the state’s admis-
siontotheUnionin 1861 — emphasizesthelong
dominance of the Republican Party in Kansas
politics.

Thetonecan becomelessthan festiveand ac-
tivists face scoldings at caucus meetings if
Democrats have scored victories. That's what
happened in 1991, after Democrat Joan Finney
was elected governor and her party claimed a
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majority inthe House.

Thisyear, Republicans have alot of election
victories to celebrate, having won four of six
statewide offices, kept three of four U.S. House
seatsand maintainedlargemajoritiesinbothleg-
islative chambers.

But their one big loss smarts: the election of
Democratic Gov. Kathleen Sebelius. Because
Republicans enjoy a significant edge in voter
registration, she needed GOP support to win.

“It should beinterestingto seeif someof those
peoplewho endorsed Sebeliusshow upandwhat
kind of receptionthey get,” said House Speaker
Doug Mays, R-Topeka. “ They won’'t get agood
reception from me.”

Many GOP defectors were moderates who
believed Republican nominee Tim
Shallenburger didn’t haveastrong enoughcom-
mitment to public schools.

Shallenburger is a conservative. Last year,
many of hisalliesresisted GOPGov. Bill Graves
effortsto increase taxes to prevent cutsin edu-
cation and other programs.

“TheRepublican Party isstill engagedinfin-
ger-pointing over who lost the election,” said
Sen. Derek Schmidt, R-Independence.

Huelskamp supported Shallenburger over
Senate President Dave Kerr, R-Hutchinson, in

the GOP gubernatorial primary. He recently
nominated fellow conservative Stan Clark, o
Oakley, for Senatevice president over amoder-
ate Gravesally, Sen. John Vratil, of L eawood.

Kerr said Huelskamp wasn’t a constructive
member of the Ways and Means Committee
Huelskamp replied, “We disagree on major is
suesof theday.”

A similar split bedevilsthe Board of Educa
tion, wherethe GOP holdseight of 10 seats.

Fiveconservativesfacethreemoderates, whc
have formed a coalition with the board’s twc
Democrats. |nyearspast, thetwo factions, witt
varying degrees of strength, have battled ove
curriculum, teacher certificationand theplaceof
evolution in sciencetesting standards.

The chairmanship is more than a symboli
post, becausethehol der setstheagendafor boarc
meetingsfor two years.

The Democratic-moderate coalition wante
Janet Waugh, aK ansas City Democrat, aschair-
woman. Conservativesinitially resisted.

When conservatives agreed to give their an
tagonistswhat they wanted — leadership unde
Waugh — plus the vice chairmanship, Waugt
andtwoof thethreemoderatesweresoleery tha
they voted no.

One, SueGambl e, of Shawnee, suggested con:
servatives were acquiescing only so they coulc
“blackmail” her factionlater with chargesof ig:
noring conservatives' views.

Thosekind of feelingsfuel thefeuding withir
theRepublican Party, evenasitsannual lovefes
approaches.
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John Hanna has been covering state govern
ment and politicsfor TheAssociated Presssince
1987.
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