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Democrats have reason
for getting early start

WEell, the Democratsnow haveal uxury car full of candidates
who want to unseat President George W. Bush in 2004. Rest
assured therewill be more asthe weeks and monthsroll on.

TheRev. Al Sharpton of New York tossed hishat inthering
on Tuesday, bringing to 6 the number of donkeys beating the
bushes. Yes, it seemsearly to be declaring for something that
isn’'t going to happen until November of 2004, but the Demo-
cratssuffered embarrassingl ossesintheNovember 2002 el ec-
tionandfeel an early start to capturetheWhiteHouseisin or-
der.

Atthispointintime, the#1 donkey isSen. JohnKerry of Mas-
sachusetts. Helooksmorepresidential thandotheothersinthe
lineup, and his personal wealth will do him favor. Sen. Joe
Lieberman of Connecticut, who ran for vice-president in Al
Gore's unsuccessful bid for the White House, could be abig
factor beforeall issaid and done. Sen. John Edwardsof North
Carolina, who seemsto bethe mediafavorite, needs more ex-
posure and polish. Then there's Rep. Dick Gephardt of Mis-
souri, yesterday’s news and Howard Dean, former governor
of Vermont, too little known to be any significant threat.
Sharpton?A really long shot.

Remember former Col orado Senator Gary Hart, thewannbe
president back in the 1980swho blew his chancewhen it was
discovered hewastinkering around with someone other than
Mrs. Hart?Well, he' sreportedly casting aneyetowardtherace
and just might jumpinto test thewaters. He'scertainly smart
enough to know his candidacy won't fly.

President Bush will be hard to beat. But weren't we saying
that same thing a dozen years ago when his father, President
Bush, wasriding about ashigh asonecan get onthepopul arity
chart?A stunning Gulf War victory inhispocket wasn’t enough
to offset the declining economy which resulted in the Bill
Clinton 8-year presidential era.

Thecurrent President Bush, on thethreshold of another war
inthat region— against Iraq’s Saddam Hussein — could end
up matching hisdad's popularity, but if the economy contin-
uestotank he could also end up asdid hisdad.

If wegetintoawar withIraqg, thecampaignfor thepresidency
continuesandif theeconomy doesn’ t shapeup, that’ stheissue
that’ || handcuff Mr. Bush.

Maybe these early declarations by Democratic candidates
have merit.

We'll seewhat we shall see.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail:
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INLIGHT of thenewsof theso-called human
cloning going on, | haveto ask the hypothetical
question: If you pushed your naked clone off the
top of atall building, would it be:

A) murder,

B) suicide, or...

C) merely making an obscene clonefall?

“WHAT A differenceaday makes...” Youre-
member thosewordsto asong of agespast, well,
italsofitsour environment. Monday our tempera-
turehit 70 degrees—yep 70. Tuesday’shighwas
27. That'sa43-degreeswing. But thisis January
innorthwest Kansas(and | guessit’sJanuary else-
where, too), amonththat providesweather’ sbest
roller coaster ride. That 70-degree day was the
warmest reading so far thismonth. The other ex-
treme was the +2 degrees recorded the morning
of the 17th. That represents adifferential of 68
degrees. Derek Bell, oneof our advertising reps,
wasn'tfeelinguptopar and couldn’tfigureit out.
Because he hails from the San Francisco area, |
concluded his system wasn’t accustomed to the
spreadintemperatures—fromcoldtowarmand
back to cold— and that was wearing him down.
He sort of agreed that might beit. Derek joined
usinlateAugust andissplitting histime selling
for usand performing dutiesasan assi stant coach
for the Colby Community College baseball pro-
gram. | think Derek will find that springtime
sportsin this neck of the woods can sometimes
call forwinter wear. He' |l adjust— if theweather
maker makes adjustable weather.

THE SUPER Bowl isjust days away. | am
looking forwardtothisone. | likeboththe Raid-
ersand the Bucs. But Jon Grudenismy favorite
coach so I'll ride on Tampa Bay’s float. It'll be
interesting considering the fact Gruden coached
the Raiders until this season when he was lured
away by theownership of TampaBay, who came
calingwithafistful of bucks—tocoachtheBucs.

THE daughter’s letter arrives at the mailbox
planted near theroad in hill country.

Dear Maand Pa:

Amwell. Hopeyou are. Tell brother Walt and

IsitA, B

Tom Dreiling
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brother EImer the Army beats working for old
man Minch by amile. Tell themtojoinup quick
beforemaybeall theplacesarefilled. | wasrest-
less at first because you got to stay in bed till
nearly 5am.,butamgettingsol liketodeeplate.

Tell Walt and EImer all you do before break-
fastissmoothyour cot and shinesomethings—
nohogstosop, feedto pitch, mashtomix, wood
tosplit, or firetolay — practically nothin’ . Men
gottoshave, butitain't bad. They gitwarmwa
ter. Breakfast is strong on trimmings like fruit
juice, cereal, eggs, bacon, etc., but kinda weak
on chops, potatoes, beef, ham, steak, fried egg-
plant, pie, and regular food. But tell Walt and
Elmer you canalwayssit betweentwo city boys
that live on coffee. Their food plusyours holds
youtill noon, whenyou getfedagain. Itain’t no
wonder these city boyscan’t walk much.

We go on “route marches,” which, the Sgt.
says, arelongwalkstohardenus. If hethinksso,
itisnot my placetotell him different. A “route
march” isabout asfar asto our mailbox at home.
Then the city guysall get sorefeet and weride
back intrucks. Thecountry isnice, but awful flat.

TheSgt. islikeaschoolteacher. Henagssome.
TheCapt. isliketheschool board. Colonelsand
Generalsjustridearoundandfrown. They don't
bother none.

Thisnextwill kill Walt and Elmer withlaugh-
ing. | keep gettin medals for shootin’. | don’'t
knowwhy. Thebull’s-eyeisnear ashigasachip-
munk anddon’tmove. Anditain’t shooting back,
likethe Higgett boysdo back home. All you got
todoislay thereall comfortable and hit it. You
don’tevenloadyour own cartridges. They come
in boxes.

Besuretotell Walt and Elmer tohurry andjoin

The importance of the

How important is the Internet to rural
America? | wouldsay thatinsomewaysitiseven
moreimportant to rural Americathanitistour-
ban America. Internet access, especially high
speed, broadband | nternet access, allowspeople
to transact business from home offices, to
telecommute. Allowing people to live where
theirworkis, not wherethehomeofficeis, which
might be across the state or country. It allows
companiestomakefinancia inquiriesandtrans-
actionsin secondsor minutesrather than daysor
weeks.

To me, it isaso one of the biggest research,
resourcelibrariesintheworld. It isthe doorway
totheworld. Whatever subjectyouareinterested
in, you can go to the Internet, run a search and
findhundredsof sitesavail ablewithinformation
on that subject. Whether you want information
ontravel, ahealthissue, or howtocompletea“ do
it yourself” project in your homeor yard. It can
a soconnect youwith peopleof similarinterests
and needs. Every university isonlineand many
of their resourcesareavail ableonline. Whenkids
need to do research for school papersthere are
numeroussitesavailablethat aregreat for doing
just that. Someare even geared specifically for
elementary and secondary needs.

Many times, | will read about somethinginthe
newspaper or hear about somethingon TV and
want more information about the subject. A
websitemay havebeenmentionedsol godirectly
toit and find out more about the subject. How-
ever, if thereisn’t aspecific web sitethen there
isusually other information about the subject.

Newsisawaysat your fingertips, from break-
ing national andinternational newstothecurrent
weather conditions and radar. What will the
weather belikeandwhat wasit ayear ago?When
will the sun come up tomorrow and whenwill it
come up amonth from today here or inAlaska?

Small townliving offersalot of positives, but

Rosie
Stockton
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after having experienced lifein both small and
largetownstherearesomethingswegiveupliv-
ing inasmall town. One of thosethingsis easy
accesstoall typesof shopping. Shoppingissuch
abigandvaluablepart of thelnternet, especially
inrural America. Whenmallsor specialty stores
are hours away, and you don’t have thetime or
energy totravel, theworld'slargest mall isat your
fingertips.

Eventhoughwehavemany nicestoresavail-
ablelocally, we may not always be ableto find
the exact item we are looking for. So just go
online and take alook around. Sometimes you
may decide to buy online, sometimes you may
not, and sometimesitisnicetojust window shop
online. | dothisbeforewego shopping, whether
locally orinabigger town, toknow whether what
| am being charged isfair. Thisisjust being a
discriminating consumer.

| can remember the anticipation of waiting on
the Sears, JC Penny or Montgomery Ward cata-
log that was delivered to our farm homewhen |
wasachild. Therewasan allure, almost asense
of exaticfantasy about thosecatal ogs. Whenyou
opened them, you were opening the door on a
wholeother worldthat you had never seen. Those
catal ogs offered things that you had only read
about, heard about or maybeseenon TV but had
never seen yourself. Now from those catalogs,
if you wanted to and had the money, you could
order those wonderful things. Well, years have

or C?

up before other fellows get onto this setup anc
come stampeding in.

Yorelovin® daughter,

Galil

PS Speakin’ of shootin, enclosedis$200fo
thebarnroof and ma’ steeth. Thecity boysshoo
craps, but not very good.

I T' Sthat time again — for the big Orange &
Black Basketball Classic at the Colby Commu
nity Building. Take time from your schedule tc
treat thefamily toanight of someof thebest bas
ketball action you'll seethis season. Be surett
check pages4 & 5intoday’s Free Pressfor al
the particulars. Seeyou there.

HAPPY Birthday to...

vdan. 22— CarlaSloan, Robyn Rogers

vdan. 23— Shirley Burroughs

Congratulations!

Call us at 462-3963 or e-mai
td@nwkansas.com to have your special day
mentioned, andif you had abirthday or anniver
sary onthe above datesthat had appearedin the
past but didn’t today, please give usacall sowe
can get you back in the fold. We'll gladly con
gratulate you belatedly in the next column (or
Friday). Anddokeep usupdated onany change
inany listing. Many thanksfor your help!

FRED submittedthisone, called, “How Many
Do You Remember?’

VHead lights dimmer switches on thefloor.

VIgnition switches on the dashboard.

VHeatersmounted ontheinsideof thefirewall

VReal ice boxes[ask your Mom about that].

VPant leg clips for bicycles without chait
guards.

VSolderingironsyou heat on agasburner.

vVUsing handsignalsfor carswithout turnsig
nals.

HAVE agood evening!

Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press. Hi:
column appears Wednesdays and Fridays
td@nwkansas.com.

Internet

past andtimeshavechanged andthelnternet has
become our catalog.

Educationonthelnternetisextremely impor-
tanttorural America. Onlineaccessto classeshas
opened up opportunities to people who would
otherwise have had to moveto the collegeto get
an education, or not go at all. We haveour local
college and we should take full advantage of it,
but there are various things that might prevent
usfromattending classsuchastime, scheduling,
young children, jobs and need of advanced de-
grees. However, with online classes every sub-
ject and opportunity isopen and available.

Another very important part of being con-
nectedtothelnternetishaving accessto e-mail.
E-mail andinstant messagingistoletter writing
and mail what cell phones areto the traditional
telephone. It allowsfamiliesand friendsto stay
in close quick contact. | know there are many
peoplethat say, “ Oh, but aletter isso much bet-
ter.” But that little sound that says “you have
mail” ispretty nicealso. Itisawonderful tool for
people who live and travel internationally; for
example missionaries and military personnel.
When you have children away at collegeitisa
wonderful way to keep in touch. You can send
guick messages back and forth any time of day
or nightandif you haveinstant messaging avail-
able, youcancarry onaconversationinreal time.
Andno, usinginstant messagingisn'tjust for the
teenage crowd.

Then there are things like ebay, online chat
rooms, onlinegameplaying, geneal ogy research,
online dating and music, but those are subjects
for another day. So, nomatter what your age, take
that step and see what is out there in that great
big cyber world of theworld wideweb.

Rosie Stockton is a Colby resident who likes
towrite. She will continue to favor us with her
per spectives.



