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Drugs, alcohol, explosives found during random search

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
The Goodland Daily News
GOODLAND —A security con-
tractor made an unannounced
search of Goodland High School
Wednesday, and a canine search
turned up two guns, marijuana, a
knife and some shotguns shells.
Two students were arrested and
one was sent home for the day on
Wednesday, while athird student
was arrested on Thursday.
The school district employs the

firm to make random searches for
drugs, alcohol and explosives.

An inspector with a search dog
visited the high school onWednes-
day and Thursday.

Goodland Superintendent, Mar-
vinSelby saidtoday school officials
hadn’t beentold when the searches
would take place, but knew they
would be coming sometimein the
school year.

Asthehandler searched through
the parking lot, Selby said, the dog

indicated that three vehicles had
suspiciousitemsinside. Inone, two
handgunswerefound, while mari-
juanawas found in ancther. In the
vehicleof another student, shotgun
shellswerefound, whicharenot il-
legal without afirearm, along with
ahunting knife.

Shelby said the inspector came
back onThursday tosearchadiffer-
ent part of theparkinglotandfound
ashotgunand pellet pistol inthecar
of afourth student.

Oberlin council agrees to help theater

OBERLIN — The Oberlin City
Council agreed Tuesday to continue
givingthe Sunflower Cinema$100
amonthto help pay their city bill.

The council started to make a
donationinstead of subsidizingthe
utility bill for thetheater withinthe
last weeks. City Administrator Gary
Shike said he had received a call
from aboard member askingif the
council was planning on giving

$100 amonth again thisyear.

The theater plans on reopening
the beginning of February.

Councilman Ken Shobe said he
thought the theater is a good thing
for thetown, and although the bud-
getistight, itisagoodideato help
the cinema.

Thevotewas unanimousto give
$100 amonth.

Mr. Shike said he had received

Consolidation talks continue

OBERLIN — The Oberlin
School Board talked briefly about
the idea of consolidating with the
Herndon school system at their
meeting earlier thisweek.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
he had checked with the state De-
partment of Education to see if
people who live in the Herndon
District could put their land into a
district which the school board did
not decideto consolidatewith. Mr.
Glodt said what he found out was
that people who live on the border
betweentwo districtscan chooseto
put their land with another district
evenif theHerndon School District
didn’t decideto consolidatewithit.

For example, if the Herndon
Board decided to consolidate with
the Atwood District, but afamily
lives on the Oberlin district line,
they can choose to put their land

with the Oberlin district.

Glodt said he spoke with Hern-
don Superintendent Kim Juene-
mann about whether their board
wasinterested in doing something
other than consolidation, possibly
acooperativeagreement. That way,
hesaid, thedistrictscould both still
keep their schools open but could
shareactivitieslike sportsteams.

Hesaid shetold himtheonly op-
tion being considered was consoli-
dation. Board Member DanWasson
said he thought someone from the
board should attend the town hall
meeting tonight. Glodt said he
would be going and if anyone
wanted to go with him, they could.

Some of theboard memberssaid
they would beinterested in going.
They decidedtocall aspecia meet-
ingjustincasemorethanaquorum
showed up.
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: to fit your schedule. Call 462-3984, ext. 204 to enroll.
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wordfromthestatethat thecity had
not received a Community Devel-
opment Block Grant for housing
rehabilitation. Hesaidtherepresen-
tativehetalkedtosaidthecoverage
areawastoo big. Thecity canreap-
ply for thegrant with somechanges
tothe application, he said.
Anytimethecity canget agrant,
said Mr. Shobe, they should try for
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School officials refused to re-
| ease the names of thoseinvolved.

However, namesof juvenilesare
no longer protected under Kansas
law. Other sources listed Gage
Cloydeashavingthetwo handguns
in his vehicle, sophomore Blake
Saint ashaving marijuana, andjun-
ior Blayze Bahe with the shotgun
shells and hunting knife. Sopho-
more Jordan Anderson had a shot-
gun and pellet pistol.

Under federal law, itisillegal to
have weapons on school property,
and students who break this law
havetobeturnedovertopolice. The
offense can beafelony or amisde-
meanor and the student must be
expelledfrom school for onecalen-
dar year.

“These are federal laws,” Selby
said. “If you get stateaid, you have
tofollow them.”

Bahe was sent home for the day
onWednesday whileofficials, with
the state Department of Education,
were making adetermination asto
whether theknifewasaviolationor

not. Selby said the knife was not a
violation of thelaw sinceit wasin
hisvehicle.

It would have been a different
situationif theknifehad beeninside
the school.

“Peopleneed toredlizeitisille-
gal to have weapons on school
grounds,” said Sherman County
Sheriff Doug Whitson said.

Whitson said because of thefed-
eral laws concerning school vio-
lence, when weapons arefound on
the school property, the case must
beturned over to law enforcement
without exception.

The three students who were ar-
rested, Cloyde, Andersonand Saint,
wereall taken to the Goodland Po-
lice Department and released to
their parents.

PoliceChief, Ray Smeesaidtwo
were charged with possession of
firearmson school property andthe
other with possession of a con-
trolled substance.

Hesaidall reportshavebeen sent
to County Attorney Bonnie Selby
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for thefiling of formal charges.

A school hearing committeewill
be meeting on Tuesday to discuss
thedrugandtwogunviolationsanc
what will happen to each student.
Selby isthe only person who can
makean exceptiontothe12-month
expulsion for the two found with
guns.

Hesaidif they areexpelled, they
wouldbeabletoattend classesat the
Northwest Kansas Service Center
inOakley tostay ontrack withtheir
high school credits.

Saint, whowasfound with mari-
juana, will also appear before the
hearing committee on Tuesday to
discuss punishment.

Theschool’sdrugpolicy onafirst
offensewould suggest a30-day sus-
pension plusasuspension from all
student activities for no less than
four school months.

Selby said hewasmeeting today
with high school principal Harvey
Swagger todiscussthestudentsanc
their character and to gather more
information.
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“...You’re kidding!!”
Yes - for only $75 you can send the Colby Free Press to family mem-
bers or friends who formerly lived here but now reside out-of-state!

It will be a gift they can enjoy all year long. Hometown news as pre-
sented by their former hometown newspaper. (And...no batteries re-

Simply, contact us here and let us know whom you want a subscrip-
tion sent to. As soon as we receive the check, we will start the sub-
scription up... plus we’ll send a card announcing your gift.
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