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Lawmakers approve bill on sale of two-state hospital system

TOPEKA (AP) — Acting with
unusual speed, legislatorsapproved
abill intended to protect what state
officials said was Kansas' rightful
share of the proceedsfromthe sale
of atwo-state hospital system.

The House passed the measure
Thursday on a114-5 vote about an
hour after the Senateapproved, 37-
1. Gov. Kathleen Sebelius was ex-
pectedtosignit Friday.

Legislative action followed
Wednesday’s announcement by
Missouri Attorney General Jay

Nixon of alegal settlement with
nonprofit Health Midwest over the
proposed $1.13hillionsaleof its13
hospitalsand clinicsto Tennessee-
based HCA Inc.

Thebill would create a separate
Kansas foundation to hold assets
from the sale, with an 18-member
board appointed by the governor,
attorney general and legislative
leaders.

Most of the hospitals are on the
Missouri side of the Kansas City
metropolitanarea, but therearetwo

insuburban Johnson County, Kan.,
andoneinlola, Kan.

Nixon'ssettlement woul d estab-
lish ajoint foundation that would
distribute about $700 millionin
proceeds to charities in the two
states— withat | east 10 percent, or
$70million, guaranteed to K ansas.

But Kansas Attorney General
Phill Kline said the state’s share
should be 15 percent to 25 percent
of the proceeds, or between $105
millionand $175 million.

“The attorney general of Mis-

Family flees when husband shares

DEARABBY: | amwriting this
for those femal e readers who wish
the men in their lives would share
their feelings with them. What |
havetosay tothemisthis: COUNT
YOURBLESSINGS!

My husband shares all his feel-
ingsand thoughts(mostly negative
ones) with me all the time. Every
nightl amforcedtositfor hourslis-
teningtohimverbalizehisthoughts
and feelings. He hasno timeto do
yardwork or household repairsbhe-
cause he'seither too busy thinking
and feeling or verbalizing his end-
lesscriticisms.

Hedoeshold downasteady (sed-
entary) job, and some of the ways
hegetsintouchwithhisfeglings—
through music and poetry — are
positive. However, when | wasina
car accident last year and should
havebeenresting and recuperating,
my husband “didn’t have time” to
help with housework because his
piano had to be played and hisnov-
elshad to beread.

When we werefirst married, we
moved to asmall rural town hun-
dreds of miles away from our
friends and families. It has been
hard to make friendsin this closed
community.

Once every few years afamily
member or friendiswillingtocome
andvisit us, but my husband almost
always finds away to alienate our
visitors.

Hewill start arguments, tell them
what hedidn’tlikeabout the Christ-
mas presents they gave us, com-
plain about how much money we
spend on food whilethey’re at our
house, etc.

I’m afraid that soon I’'m
goingtohavenooneleft. I’ vetalked
to my husband about this several
times, but hedoesn’t seeit asaprob-
lem. Help!

—TALKED TODEATHIN
MINNESOTA

DEARTALKED TODEATH:
I amall for sharingthoughtsand
feelings, but the per son you have
described is one who is self-ob-
sessed, verbally abusive, and
thinks no one’'s feelings are as
important ashisown.

By “sharing histhoughts and
feelings,” your husband is chip-
pingaway at your self-esteemand
isolating you from friends and
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family. It’simportant that you
give this some thought and not
allowyour self tobehisscapegoat.
Also, | hopeyou have ajob out-
sidethehome, becauseit may be
your only way to have meaning-
ful contact with others.

DEARABBY: | bought my wed-
ding dress two months ago. |
showed apictureof it to my sister-
in-law who is being married afew
weeks before me. Yesterday she
went out and purchased the exact
samedress. Although sheishaving
asmall wedding, my fianceand| are
still very upset. Sheand her fiance
insist we are being selfish and in-
considerate of their feelings. Do
youthink wearewrongtobeangry?

—PO.INN.J.

DEAR P.O.: No, | do not. You
areentitledtoyour feelings. That
said, thereisstill timefor you to
returntotheshopwhereyou pur-
chased your bridal gownanddis-
cuss how to individualize your

Markets

Quotes as of close of
previous business day

Hi-PlainsCo-op
Wheat $3.32
Corn $2.45
Milo $4.02
Soybeans $5.17

attirefor thewedding. (Consider
a different headpiece and veil,
addingor deletingglovesor other
accessories, adding or subtract-
ingatrain.)

And remember, although imi-
tation may beirritating, it'salso
the sincerest form of flattery.
Your sister-in-law is“family,” so
pleased don’t et thiscauseaper-
manent rift. And in the future,
don’t show her any more pic-
tures.

souri has said through his actions
that he has the right to spend your
money,” Kline told legislators
Thursday. “Thismoney isin trust
withthe peopleof the state of Kan-

But Sen. DavidAdkins, who cast
the only vote against the bill in his
chamber, said legislators were
movingtooquickly andhadn’t con-
sidered the implications of what
they weredoing.

“1 don'tbelievethishillisworthy
of our support, even with a gun to
our head,” said Adkins, R-
Leawood, wholostlastyear’sGOP

primary for attorney general to
Kline.

Nixon, in atelephone interview
Thursday, saidthecritical issuewas
meeting health careneedsof people
inthe Kansas City area, regardless
of whether they livein Missouri or
Kansas. He noted that under the
settlement, six of the25 directorsof
the Missouri foundation would be
from Kansas.

“1 am convinced that posturing
about thisis not what we need to
do,” Nixon said from his officein
Jefferson City, Mo. “1’ve done
what’sright and what thelaw calls
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for.”

Kline said setting up the Kansas
foundationwould conclusively es-
tablish the state’s authority over
Health Midwest assets.

But Nixon said Kansas |awmak-
ers’ actions only proved his point
that Kansas had no control over &
Missouri non-profit organization.

Both statesfiled lawsuitsintheir
respectivestatecourtsoverthesale,
arguingthat they weredueproceeds
fromthesale.
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JUST UPDATED THOMAS, CHEYENNE,
SHERIDAN & SHERMAN COUNTY

ownership maps by
Western Cartographers

Available at: Colby Free Press in Colby, Cheyenne Co. Clerkin St.
Francis, The Bank in Winona, Atwood Co. Abstract & Shay Realty
in Atwood. (Other counties available in NE, OK, SD, CO, WY, and KS)

OR BY CALLING 1-800-752-3402
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PROPERTYTAXREPORT

BY RURAL TELEPHONE SERVICE CO., INC.

At Rural Telephone, we aim to be good
corporate citizens of the region. We
understand the need for property taxes to
help support our schools and other public
resources. For the year 2002, Rural
Telephone and our subsidiary Nex-Tech paid
OVER $1.4 MILLION in property taxes in

the following counties.
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These property taxes together with the dollars we spend on services, payroll and
upgrading our plant facilities help support the local economy.

We'd like to thank those of you who continue to put your trust and hard-earned
dollars into products and services from Rural Telephone and Nex-Tech. We realize
you have a choice when making purchases such as directory yellow page advertising,
Internet and business telephone systems. When you choose Rural Telephone and
Nex-Tech, you're keeping your dollars in the local economy supporting YOUR

SCHOOLS and YOUR PUBLIC RESOURCES.

RURAL TELEPHONE

ruraltelephone.com

nex-tech.com
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COLBY, KANSAS

Discount tickets available at the following businesses:

COoLBY Colby Lumber Farmers & Merchants Bank  Farmers State Bank
Beringer Hardware Sears Family Center for Health HOXIE

Twisters Bar and Grill Colby Bow Donelan Jewelry Hoxie Grain

F & M Insurance Palace Drug Ruiz Authentic Mexican Better Built Trailers
Frontier Autoplex Motor Town Fast Food Cooper Dry Goods
TNT/Jones Auction Service Gambino's Pizza GOODLAND GRINNELL

Teri's Tax & Accounting Service  Growers Ag Service Witzel & Rhea Implement  Grinnell Farm & Home
Butch's Body Shop Tubbs Chiropractic AmericanCommunications/ ~ Grinnell Furniture

Stan's Automotive Dougherty Implement Overhead Doors GRAINFIELD

Pet Emporium Colby Glass Wilkens Truck & Trailer Jacks Automotive/Repair & Towing
Office Works Farmers & Merchants Bank  OAKLEY SHARON SPRINGS
Central Radiator Alan D Sager Taxes & Qakley Farm & Home Ctr.  Witzel & Rhea Implement
Full-Size Fashions Accounting Tri-County Implement McCOOK & SALINA

Hannebaum Grain




