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Chad Neirmeier, foreground, drilled a hole through the ground
in preparation for running a flexible pipe through to Dave Backus.
Midwest Energy is in the process of lowering a gas main pipe-

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

line that runs under Range Avenue on 6th Street. The gas main
is currently justa couple of feet under the street, and needsto be
lowered so as not to interfere with the viaduct removal project.

February to usher In ‘Operation Heartbeat

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Each year, the American Heart
A ssoci ation setsasi dethe month of
February as “American Heart
Month” asatimeto educate people
on cardiovascular disease, how to
prevent it by looking at warning
signs and much more, said Linda
Hauder, health initiative specialist
in Topeka.

In addition to the month-long
campaign known thisyear as* Op-
erationHeartbeat,” ThomasCounty
and other locationsacrossthe state
will take part in the fund-raising
event known as “ Cardiac Arrest,”

Kline’s newest deputy

TOPEKA (AP) — The state’s
new deputy attorney general for
consumer protection, who partici-
pated in mass abortion protestsin
Wichitain 1991, said Monday he
would look beyond his views on
abortionin enforcing Kansaslaw.

Bryan Brown, 44, said he was
hired by Attorney General Phill
Klinebecauseof hissenseof justice
and his desireto see peopletreated

involving local people asking for
donationstofurther thegoal sof the
association.

One such goal is purchasing au-
tomated external defibrillatorsthat
can savelives, shesaid.

Citing examples, Hauder talked
about different situationsinvolving
people of al ageswho would have
died from a heart attack had there
not been the external defibrillators
readily available.

“We know that these
defibrillatorssavelivesand weare
working to make sure that more
Americans take action to become
lifesavers and make their commu-

equally.

“1"mnot apolitical hack brought
intoshut downabortioninKansas,”
Brown said.

Kline'sofficecalledanewscon-
ference late Monday to discuss
Brown’s appointment, which has
drawnattentionbecauseof Brown’s
background in the anti-abortion
movement. Klineopposesabortion
and has promised to interpret the

Might weigh passengers

WASHINGTON (AP) — Some
airlinepassengersjust getting used
to baggage inspections and
patdownsat airportssoon may have
toreveal how much they weigh be-
fore boarding small commuter and
regional planes.

The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration announced the temporary
weigh-in policy for planeswith 10
to 19 seats. Thisispart of amonth-
long survey todeterminewhether or
not current weight estimatesat vari-

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Monday’shigh, 74

Low thismorning, 28

Soil temperature, 32

Year ago today, 33 and 6

Precipitation for month: 0.00

Records for this date: 67 in
1986, -14in 1948

Theforecast

Tonight, cloudy, lows lower
20s, north winds becoming
southwest late 5-10 mph.
Wednesday, cloudy, highsinthe
lower 40s, southwest winds be-
coming east late 5-10 mph.
Wednesday night, cloudy, lows
lower 20s. Thursday, cloudy,
highslower 50s.

ous nation’sairports are accurate.

TheFAA alsoissued anorder re-
quiring inspections of elevatorson
all Beech 1900 seriesplanes.

The elevator isaflap on the tail
that movesup and down and causes
the planeto climb or dive.

Investigators are looking at ex-
cessweight and el evator malfunc-
tionaspossiblecontributing causes
of theJan. 8 crash of a19-seat Beech
1900 turboprop in Charlotte, N.C.
All 21 people aboard died.

nitiessafer for everyone,” shesaid.

External defibrillators, she said,
don't replace CPR, which needsto
be performed immediately after a
victim collapses, but they are nec-
essary within minutes.

“About 250,000 Americans die
each year from a sudden heart at-
tack,” shesaid, “and only five per-
cent of these victims survive be-
cause CPR and defibrillation usu-
aly occur too late.”

Another misconception about
heart attacks, shesaid, isthat many
peoplebelievetheattack will bein
public and the victim astranger.

“The truth is that 80 percent of

sudden cardiac arrests happen at
home, so if you administer CPR, it
will likely be for aloved one,”
Hauder said. “Call 9-1-1 is essen-
tial, but not enough— peoplemust
take two more steps — first CPR
while waiting and second is
defibrillation.”

Moreinformation on thisyear’s
Cardiac Arrest in Thomas County
will appear in alater publication.

For other questionsabout Ameri-
can Heart Month, Hauder encour-
ages people to either call her at
(620) 285-6896 or log on to the
association’s website at:
www.americanheart.org

raises some eyebrows

state'slaw more narrowly than his
predecessor, CarlaStovall.

Brown was hired from the Tu-
pelo, Miss.-based Center for Law &
Policy of theAmerican Family As-
sociation, aChristian advocacy or-
ganization.Asalitigator for thepast
six years, Brown represented par-
tiesin state and federal cases on
First Amendment issues.

Earlier this month, according to

anewsrelease on the group’s Web
site, Brownwonafederal challenge
to two Florida statutes restricting
sidewalk distribution of certain
kinds of literature. The case
stemmed fromtwowomen’sdistri-
butionof flierscritical of theDisney
Corp. asthey stood on atrafficis
land near Disneyworld.
Brownsaid Monday hehad been
arrested about adozen times.

Colby meeting to air

Drougnt
concerns

By PATTY DECKER

Free Press Editor

With the current drought, offi-
ciasat Northwest Research-Exten-
sion Center, Colby, are hosting a
meeting thisweek designedto help
producers evaluate their cropping
system and plan any needed
changesto adapt to the conditions,
said Roger Stockton, cropsand soil
extension specialist at the center.

The meeting is scheduled for
Thursday at the Colby Quality Inn
meeting roomwithregistration be-
ginningat 9a.m.

“We need at least 10 people pre-
registered prior tothedeadlinedate
on Wednesday at noon in order to
hold this special drought response
meeting,” hesaid.

Among the specialists planning
to make presentations, Stockton
said, isKent McVay, whoisthestate
soil andwater conservation special-
ist, who will discuss how the vari-
ous crops handled the drought and
heat in 2002 and what to expect in
2003.

DaeFjdl, hesaid, isthestaterow
crop production specialist, and he

will beprovidingthelatest research
in corn, soybeans and milo.

DanO’Brien, theNorthwestAree
Agricultural economist will have
the Kansas State crop budgets for
thecoming year and Stockton plans
to talk about the latest sunflower
research and wheat production, in-
cluding no-till wheat research.

“All of thespecialistsencourage
questionsfromproducers,” hesaid,
“andweusually learnasmuchfrom
the producers asthey do from us.”

Theregistrationfeeis$30, which
includeslunchandall material sand
can bepaid at thedoor, he said, but
itisimperativethat producers pre-
register prior to Thursday.

For questions or information on
the topics, Stockton encourages
people to call the Northwest Re-
search-Extension Center at 462-
6281, or you can e-mail him at
rstockto@oznet.ksu.edu

Stockton said tht mail inquiries
canbeaddressedto: TheNorthwest
Research and Extension Center,
P.O. Box 786, Colby, Kan. 67701-
0786 or by faxing to:(785)-462-
2315.

Drought worst in
Northwest Kansas

WICHITA (AP) — Severe
drought continuesto grip north-
west Kansas, makingitthehard-
est-hit areain the state, anewly
released drought report shows.

While southwest Kansaswas
thefirst part of thestateto come
intothedrought, northwest Kan-
sas— part of the Upper Repub-
lican River basin — has had
more severe conditionsthrough
last year, said Tom L owe, anen-
vironmental scientist with the
KansasWater Office.

The Kansas Water Office’s
latest report providesamidwin-
ter update on conditionsfor the
state. It also lists the extreme
northeast corner of Kansas, |o-
cated in the Missouri River Ba-
sin, astheonly other areaof the
state remaining in a severe
drought.

Thereport also noted that the
National OceanographicandAt-
mosphericAdministration’sCli-

matePrediction Center, initslat-
est seasonal drought outlook for
the period that runs through
April, indicated some improve-
ment in drought conditions for
the state.

But L owepointed out that was
just a generalization that the El
Nino weather phenomena typi-
cally bringsmorerainto Kansas
than normal. That has not hap-
pened yet thiswinter, he said.

“It istoo early to raise ahuge
red flag— winter isour dry sea-
sonandwearehaving adry win-
ter,” hesaid.

“Where | would start being
concerned is if we move into
springandthisdoesn’t start turn-
ing around.”

Thestatewater report listedthe
Solomon River Basin in north-
central Kansas, as well as the
Kansas-L ower RepublicanBasin
toitseast, asbeinginamoderate
drought.

Internet
disruptions
a shocker

WASHINGTON (AP) — Dis-
ruptions from the weekend attack
onthelnternet are shaking popul ar
perceptions that vital national ser-
vices, including banking operations
and911 centers, arelargely immune
to such attacks.

Damage in some of these areas
was worse than many experts had
believed possible.

President Bush’sNo. 2 cyber-se-
curity adviser, Howard Schmidt,
acknowledged that what he called
“collateral damage’ stunned even

theexpertswho havewarned about
uncertain effects on the nation’s
most important el ectronic systems
from mass-scale Internet disrup-
tions.

“Thisisone of thethingswe've
beentalking about for alongtime,”
Schmidt said, “getting ahandle on
interdependencies and cascading
effects.”

The White House, along with
Canadian defense officials con-
firmedthat they wereinvestigating
howsuch an attack, which started

about 12:30a.m. EST last Satur-
day, could have affected ATM
banking, aswell as other impor-
tant networksthat shouldremain
immune, or thought were im-
mune, from traditional Internet
outages.

Theattack, alternately dubbed
“Slammer” or “Sapphire,”
sought vulnerable computers to
infect using a known flaw in
popular database software from
Microsoft Corp. called “SQL
Server 2000.”
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Play auditions are tonight

Auditions for the Colby Community College spring pro-
duction “Angel Street” and the college’stouring children’s
show will beheld tonight at 7 in the Cultural Arts Center on
thecampus. Actorsinterestedin“ Angel Street” areaskedto
prepare aone- to two-minute monologue. Thoseinterested
inthechildren’stour will read fromthescript. For questions,
call Walter Yuhre at 462-3984, ext. 783.

Friday is ‘shadow day’ for kids
Secondthroughfifth gradestudentsat Col by Grade School
will bejob shadowing in areabusinesseson Friday,fromthe
opening of that business until 10:45 a.m., said Terrel
Harrison, principal. Parents will ask the business to give
approval onapermissionsdlip, whichwill needtobereturned
to the grade school office.
For those with questions about the project, can call

Harrison at 465-5100.

Dog training starts Thursday

Dog training classes will be offered beginning at 8 p.m.,
Thursday, at the 4-H Building at the Thomas County Fair-
grounds, said Carrie Bredemeier, coordinator. Thoseinter-
estedwill need proof of current vaccinationsfromalicensed
veterinarian. Theclassfeeis$50, which will berequired on
thefirst night of training. Thisclass, shesaid, will teachdis-

cipline and other basic techniques.

For questionsor other information, call Bredemeier at 462-

3816.

member.

Rotary Club plans soup supper
TheColby Rotary Clubissponsoringitsannual soup sup-
per from5to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 18, duringthe Col by-
Goodland basketball game at the Colby Community Build-
ing. The cost is $4 for adults, $2 for children 12 and under.
Ticketswill beavailableat thedoor or fromany Rotary Club

All proceedswill benefit the community.

Booster Club on the hunt

The Colby Booster Club islooking for any school group
or teaminterested in earning extramoney for their group, tc
work at itsconcession stand during homewrestling matches
and basketball games, said Shawn Stephens with the club.
Intheevent thereisno school or team response, theclubwill

extend the offer to church youth groupsand other organi za-

tions.

If interested, call Stephensat 462-6929.

24,

Cemetery board meetings change
TheColby Cemetery District board meetingswill beheld
on Thursdays instead of Mondays for the next couple of
months, said ReldaGalli, board member. Themeetings; how-
ever, will still be held at the Thomas County Courthouse
beginning at 2 p.m. Board members should notethat Thurs-
day meetingsinclude Jan. 23, Feb. 20, March 20 and April

For questions, call Galli at 462-3670.
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