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President left little
doubt war IS near

President George W. Bush saved the knockout punch, soto
say, for thefinal round.

Hisbetter than hour-long State of the Union addressbefore
CongressandtheA merican people Tuesday night—and people
worldwide, for that matter — touched on many issues, most of
them of concerntothepeoplewhoembracethestarsandstripes
of thisgreat |land: theeconomy, Medicare, curtailing abortion,
limiting damage awards from medical malpractice lawsuits,
social security, and you know thelitany by heart.

But the issue that grabbed most attention was Saddam “in-
sane” Hussein and his continuing defiance of United Nations
resol utions and snubs at the United States of Americaand its
military might.

ThePresident wastoughinhiscommentsand, quitefrankly,
persuasiveinhisargument that war with lragisamust. All one
had to do was listen to what he was saying. It doesn’t take a
rocket scientist to understand that the Iragji torturer continues
to manufactureand hideweaponsof massdestructioninvary-
ing forms. The picture Mr. Bush painted was ugly. Why can-
not Hussein account for the thousands upon thousands of li-
tersof anthrax, botulintoxin, tonsof sarin, mustardgasandV X
nerve agent? It'sano-brainer.

Of coursethe likes of Sen. Tom Daschle, Sen. John Kerry,
Sen. Ted Kennedy and Rep. Nancy Pelosi were, as expected,
unimpressed. They would continueto give Hussein extratime
to continue his dirty doings while U.N. weapons inspectors
comb the Iragi landscape. And as House Speaker Dennis
Hastert said, “ Thisisnot thetimefor the timid leadership of -
fered by the naysayers.” Well put.

Make no mistake about it: war with Irag hasthe green light
from the commander-in-chief. When? Just as soon asthe nec-
essary machinery and personnel arein place. Weeks?Nomore
than amonth or perhapstwo? Maybe even sooner.

These somber timescall for unity. Freedomisat stake. Let-
ting the madman of Irag operate unmolested is an invitation
for disaster. We either step up to the plate or find out too late
thereisno plateto step up to.

War isugly. Sois Saddam Hussein. And unfortunately heis
holding uscaptiveaswesitidly by whilehecontinuesto manu-
facture weapons of mass destruction — intended for the free
world.

Addresses of elected officials:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 174-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.idir.net/~jmorriso/

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail:
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Take a big bow, Kansas!

TODAY marks our state’s 142nd birthday,
being admitted to the Union in 1861. Sheisn’t
showing her age. She carries herself with pride.
She'sanartisticmasterpiece. Dignified. Shecov-
ers 82,264 squaremiles. She’'shometo around 2
1/2million peoplein 105 counties. Topekaisher
capital city, withWichitathelargest. Sheishome
to the Dwight David Eisenhower Presidential
Library; heserved asthe nation’s 34th President
from 1953-1961. She is surrounded by good
neighbors— Nebraska, Col orado, Oklahomaand
Missouri. By location, sheisthe center of atten-
tion, the nation’s central park.

ON THE lighter side, youmight befromKan-
sasif:

1) Younolonger associatebridgesor riverswith
water.

2) Your closest neighbor is more than amile
away, and you can still see him from your front
porch.

3) You can properly pronounce Salina,
Basehor, Schoenchen, Kechi and Osawatomie.

4) Going on vacation meansgoing to Hutch to
thefair, Abileneto Ike’'smuseum or Boot Hill to
see MissKitty.

5) Youknow exactly what calf friesare, and eat
them anyway.

6) A trafficjam involvestwo cars staring each
other down at afour-way stop, each determined
to bethe most polite and | et the other gofirst.

7) A Mercedes Benz isnot astatus symbol. A
Ford F150 4x4 is. (Except in Johnson County)

8) Youdiscover thatin July, it takesonly 2fin-
gerstodriveyour car.

9) Youhaveownedat | east onebelt bucklebig-
ger thanyour fist.

10) You think that peoplewho complain about
thewindintheir statesaresissies.

11) You are not surprised to find movie rent-
als, ammunition and bait al in the same store.

12) You know that the true value of aparking
spaceisnot determined by thedistancetothedoor
but by the availahility of shade.

Thanksto C.W. 1 for those. Hehasmany more
topassaong, andyou’ll findtheminthiscolumn
intheweeksto come.

4 | Tom Dreiling
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ANEEDL ING friendfromanother stateonce
told methat hewouldn’t be caught deadinKan-
sas. | thought that over for asecond or two and
toldhimthat if that wasthecasehe’ d never know.

AN elderly Floridalady didher shopping, and
uponreturningto her car, foundfour malesinthe
act of leavingwith her vehicle. Shedropped her
shopping bagsand drew her handgun, proceed-
ing to scream at the top of her voice, “I havea
gunand | know how touseit! Get out of thecar!”
Thefour mendidn’twaitfor asecondinvitation.
They got out and ran as though they were pos-
sessed. Theelderly lady, somewhat shaken, then
proceeded to load her shopping bags into the
back of thecar and get intothedriver’sseat. She
was so shaken that she couldn’t get her key into
the ignition. She tried and tried, and then it
dawned on her why. A few minutes later she
found her own car parked four or five spaces
down. Sheloaded her bagsinto her car and then
drovetothepolicestation. Thesergeant towhom
shetoldthestory nearly torehimself intwowith
laughter. He pointed to the other end of the
counter, wherefour palemaleswerereportinga
car jacking by amad, elderly woman described
as white, less than five feet tall, glasses, curly
white hair, and carrying alarge handgun. No
chargeswerefiled.

Thanksto reader Gracefor that one.

WHILE thumbing through the Orange and
Black Basketball Classicprogram, | cameacross
somethingthat allowsmeto perhapsboast justa
little. On page 46, listing outstanding accom-
plishments by various teams and individuals

over theyears, thenameof my son Todd islistec
as the boys' 1988 Super Shot Champion. He
playedfor Goodland (hisplaceof birth). | noticed
that on the girls' side in 1988, the Super Shot
Champion was Janda | bbetson of Colby.

BI1LLBOARD messagesfrom God:

Let’s meet at my house Sunday before the
game. -God

C’mon over and bring thekids. -God

Weneed totalk. -God

That“LoveThy Neighbor” thing...| meantit.
-God

Will theroad you' reon get youto my place?-
God

Big bang theory, you'’ ve got to be kidding. -
God

Need directions?-God

Youthink it'shot here?-God

Have you read my #1 best seller? There will
beatest. -God

Do you have any ideawhere you’' re going? -
God

Don’'t make me come down there. -God

Thanksto reader Liz for sharing.

HAPPY Birthday to...

Jan. 29 — Kansas!, Marge Ausmus, Marthg
Ann Hullett, Connie Peterson, Danny Wicke
(Ludell), KaylaRyan (Brewster)

Jan. 30— GeraldHutfles, Brad K ersenbrock,
Dean Bastin

Congratulations!

Call us at 462-3963 or email
td@nwkansas.com to have your special day
mentioned. And please keep us advised of any
changes. Thanks!

A STUDY released this week states, “ Sleep
deprivedkidsaremorepronetoaccidents.” Duh!
Wonder how much that cost us?

HAVE agood evening!

*kkkk

Dreilingispublisher of theFreePress. Hiscol-
umn appears Wednesdays and Fridays.
td@nwkansas.com.

Real heroes finally recognized

Let’shearitfor heroes. Not thefantasy “ super-
heroes’ depicted in action movies, but real-life
workaday Americanswhorisk their careersand
reputationsto takeaprincipled stand for what's
right.

Time magazine just honored three of these
folksasits" Peopleof theYear” for 2002.

Onewas Sharon Watkins, themidlevel Enron
executive who dared to confront her top boss
about the gross corruption running rampant in
thisavaricious corporation; second was Coleen
Rowley, theFBI fieldagentwhoblewthewhistle
ontheagency’stop brassfor preventing her and
other field staff from pursuing the September
11thterrorists beforethey struck; and third was
Cynthia Cooper, WorldCom's internal auditor
who went to the board of directorswith the star-
tling discovery that top executives had engi-
neered $4 billioninfinancial “irregularities.”

The extraordinary thing about these three
womenisthat their heroismisnot all that extraor-
dinary.

Jim
Hightower

® Beyond
the Beltway

It rarely gets much media play, and it sure
doesn’t alwaystopplethemighty, but every day
inour country thereareprincipled peoplestand-
ing up to their unprincipled higher-ups... and
often paying the price.

DavidMihalic, for example, isa33-year Park
Service veteran who recently wasforced out of
the job he cherished, because he would not go
along with his palitical bosses, who wanted to
|et devel opersram ahighway throughthe Great
Smoky Mountains National Park.

“What we do here,” Mihalic said of the Park

Service, “we haveto do for thecommon good.’

Eduardo Delacruz, a New York City polic
officer, is another example. Just before Christ
mas, he was suspended without pay because h
refusedto arrest ahomel essman found sl eepin
inagarage.

Whenorderedtomakethearrest, Delacruz stil
refused, saying the man had nowhere to go an
it wassimply wrong to put himinjail for that.

Heroismisnot glamorous... it'sgutsy. Here'
to all the heroeswho help keep Americaalittl
moreethical.

Radio talk-show host and author, Jir
Hightower is a former agricultural commis
sioner of Texas. Hislatest book* 1f TheGodsHa
Meant Us To \Vote, They Would Have Given U
Candidates’ (Harper-Coallins), has now bee
releasedinafullyrevised and updated paperbacl
edition. For more information, call: 866-271
4900. The views exppressed are those of th
writer.

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau

YOU GEE, MARK, FILE-
SHARING WILL EVENTUALLY
FORCE MUGICIANS 70 GO
BACK 70 THEIR ROOTS.

FOR MOST OF HUMAN
HISTORY, BEFORE THE
AGE OF RECORP FALS,
MUSICANS HERE

MANDERING LAYERS,

PERFORMING AHEREVER.

THERE WAS AN AUDIENCE.

I THINK WELL RETURN
70 THAT SPIRIT,

GM—

www.doonesbury.com
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