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Two traffic stops in Thomas
County by the Kansas Highway
Patrol withinthelast week havere-
sulted in the seizure of 102 pounds
of marijuanaand 2 kil osof cocaine,
according to Kansas Highway Pa-
trol spokesman Sgt. TravisPhillips.

Phillipssaidthat last Thursday, a
rented 2003 Ford Escape was
stopped at mile marker 57 on I-70,
eastbound, and asubsequent search
found 102 poundsof Mexicanmari-
juana, with a street value of
$204,000.

Theoccupantsof thecar, Steven
Lamar Henry, 26, of Columbus,
Ohio, and RichardAllenBoydston,
62, of Chillicothe, Ohio, wereboth
transported to the Thomas County
Jail, wherethey were charged with
possession of marijuanawithintent
to distribute and conspiracy todis-
tribute marijuana. The rented ve-
hiclewasreturnedtotherenta com-
pany. Henry and Boydston have
since been released from the Tho-
mas County jail.

On Jan. 25, the Highway Patrol
stopped aFord Focusat milemarker
59intheeast-boundlaneof I-70for
speeding. After aconsent to search
wasobtained, officersdiscovered 2
kilos of cocaine behind the trunk
liner.

Rene Gomez-Valdez, 65, of
Calexico, Calif., and Hector
Manuel Aguilar, 34, of Heber, Ca-
lif., werearrested andtransportedto
theThomasCounty jail, wherethey
were charged with possession of
cocainewiththeintenttodistribute.
The cocaine that was seized had a
street value of $100,000 per kilo.

BothAguilar and Gomez-Valdez
werereleased on Jan. 27.

Four sign
Republican
unity pledge

TOPEKA (AP) — Aspromised,
the four Republicans who hold
statewide office pledged Wednes-
day to stay out of contested primary
elections.

Attorney General Phill Kline,
Insurance Commissioner Sandy
Praeger, Secretary of State Ron
Thornburgh and State Treasurer
LynnJenkinssigned apledgetore-
main neutral during primary cam-
paigns and then support the win-
ners.

The pledge is intended to pro-
mote Republican unity. Last year,
Republicanvoteshel ped Democrat
Kathleen Sebelius win the
governor’sraceandU.S. Rep. Den-
nisMoorewin athird term.

Thefour Republicanofficialshad
said during last weekend's GOP
Kansas Day festivities that they
would sign apledge.

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 50

Low thismorning, 23

Soil temperature, 34

Year ago today, 22 and 12

Precipitationfor month: 0.00

Records for this date: 66 in
1971,-14in 1918

Theforecast

Tonight, partly cloudy, lows
mid 20s, west windsbecoming
north late 10-20 mph. Friday,
sunny, warm, highs near 60,
northwest winds becoming
southwest lateinthemorning 5-
10 mph. Friday night, clear,
lows near 30. Saturday, partly
cloudy, warm, highs mid 60s.
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Kate Ostmeyer, left, had her
face painted by Shannon
Harter, middle, and Candy
Stiles Wednesday nightatthe
Colby Community Building.
Kateis afourth-grade student
at Sacred Heart School in
Colby, and was at the Colby
Community College Trojan
basketballgamesto playinthe
Little Cagers’ game during
half-time of the Lady Trojan’s
game against Dodge City.
Harter and Stiles had a face
painting booth set up to raise
funds for the college’s Phi
Theta Kappa sorority.
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Senior Center, library are the locations

Free tax service again available for some residents

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

It's tax preparation time
and...they’ re back!

For many years, agroup of people
in Colby havebeen providing atax
returnservicefor thoseinmiddleto
low-incomebracketsandfor senior
citizens 60 and older, said Alvin
Volk, coordinator.

Beginning on Monday, Feb. 3,
andWednesday, Feb. 5, Volk, along
with one other volunteer, will be
hel ping peoplepreparetheir tax re-
turnsfor 2002. Thisspecial service,
he said, will continue on Mondays
and Wednesday until the Internal
Revenue Service deadline of April
15.

For thoseinterested, Volk and his

assistant will beavailablefrom 1:30
t03:30p.m., Mondays, at the Senior
ProgressCenter of ThomasCounty,
165 Fike Park in Colby and on
Wednesdaysfrom1to3p.m. at Pio-
neer Memorial Library, 375W. 4th
St

Volk said that the program is
throughtheAARPTax-Aide, which
isthe nation’s largest, free volun-

Commissioners
announce agenda
for Friday meeting

The Thomas County Commis-
sionerswill meet Friday at9a.m. for
their last meeting of January intheir
officein the courthouse..

Items on the agenda include a
visit from Todd Unruh of Midwest
Energy, whowill discusstheboiler
situation at the Thomas County
Office Complex; County Health
director Kathy Ryanwill beinwith
the contract for the bio-terrorism
program; Cindy Mullens, with

Oliver and Associates, will give
a presentation on long-term
healthcare options available to
county empl oyees; Kathi Wright
andMartinRinehart will givethe
yearly EMS update; and Clair
Schrock will talk with the com-
missioners, but the topic wasn't
available.

Thepublicisinvited tothisand
all commissioners' meetingsand
their input is appreciated.

Bush ponders deadline for Saddam

WASHINGTON (AP)—Edging
closer toward war with Iraq, Presi-
dent Bush weighed setting adead-
linefor Saddam Husseintodisarm,
and closed ranks with allies who
support Washington's hard line
against Baghdad.

With a crucia second round of
United Nations talks set for next
Wednesday, Bush began aflurry of
last-minute consultations with
world leaders. Italian Premier
Silvio Berlusconi was due in the
Oval Office today, a day after his
country pleased White House offi-
cialswith permission— oneof the
few concreteoffersfrom Europe—
to use its bases for refueling and
other “technical” functions during

any military action.

On tap Friday is Bush’'s pivotal
Camp David session with Prime
Minister Tony Blair of Britain, the
Bush administration’s most vocal
aly. Meanwhile, theforeignminis-
ter of Saudi Arabia, Prince Saud,
was rushing to Washington for
meetings with Bush and Secretary
of State Colin Powell.

The Saudis have been seeking a
way to avoid war and havenot said
publicly they will allow the United
States to use military facilitiesin
SaudiaArabia. However, U.S. offi-
cials have been saying for weeks
they are satisfied with the level of
cooperationbeingofferedprivately
and the U.S. commander who

would run awar against Iraq just
returned to Washington from a
round of meetings with military
leaders in the region, including
thosein Saudi Arabia.

In aletter published today in
newspapers including The Wall
Street Journal and the Times of
London, the leaders of Britain,
Spain, Italy, Portugal, Hungary, the
Czech Republic, Poland and Den-
mark paid homageto the “bravery
and generosity of America.”

Andinaveiled attack on France
and Germany, theleaders call for
“unwavering determination and
firm international cohesion on the
part of all countriesfor whomfree-
domisprecious.”

teer-run tax counseling and prepa-
ration service.

Inmostinstances, hesaid, wecan
answer the majority of tax issues
that would confront those in the
middleandlow-income, alongwith
senior citizens.

Thereisalso awebsitefor ques-
tionsabout theprogram, hesaid, by
going online to www.aarp.org/

taxaidefor year-round assistance.

Although Volk wasunsureabout
how long the program has been of -
feredin Colby, hedid say that prior
tohisoverseeing it thisyear, Alice
Oelkeof Colby coordinatedin pre-
viousyears.

For questions or other informa-
tion on thisfree service, Volk asks
peopleto call him at 462-2645.

Doing her part

future edition.

Donna Roberts of Colby was one of 147 people to donate to
the American Red Cross blood drive held Wednesday at the City
Limits Convention Center. Seated beside Roberts was one of
many assistants helping from the Central Plains Regional of-
fice. Ofthe 147 donations that day, 130 were evaluated as pro-
ductive units, said Jackie Stephens, co-coordinator of the drive.
In addition to the many people who donate on a regular basis,
Stephens said there were five first-time donors at the drive. More
information about the volunteers and highlights will appear in a
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Fr. Galen back from hospital stay

Fr. Galen Long, pastor of Sacred Heart Parishin Colby, is
back from hishospital stay in Denver. Heisdoing well and
thanks everyonefor their prayersand good wishes. Masses
for thiscomingweekendwill beontheregular schedule: 5:30
p.m. on Saturday and 8 am. and 10 a.m. on Sunday. Parish-
ioners are asked to check the weekend Bulletin for next
week’sdaily schedule.

Pancake feed is Saturday

The Odd Fellows and Rebekahs will hold their annual
pancakeand sausagefeed on Saturday at the Colby Commu-
nity Building from 7 am. to 2 p.m. Proceeds will go to the
Thomas County freshman or sophomore scholarships. The
cost is$3. The publiciswarmly invited to attend

Irrigation conference nears
TheCentral PlainsIrrigationAssociationisholdingits15th

annual conference and exposition in Colby on Tuesday and
Wednesday, Feb. 4-5 at the City Limits Convention Center
and Comfort Inn. Due to the overwhelming response, said
Donnal amm, oneof thecoordinators, itisnecessary tolimit
registration to 225 people. For those planning to attend,
Lamm encouragesthemtocall her at 462-7574 or 462-7140
assoon aspossible.

Conservationdinnerdeadline Friday

The Thomas County Conservation District’s 59th annual
meeting and awards banquet will beheld at 6:30 p.m., Mon-
day, Feb. 10, inthe Thomas County 4-H Building at thefair-
grounds. Reservationsfor the dinner must be made no later
than Friday. RSV Pto 462-7482, ext. 3. Thereis no charge
for the event.

Red Cross plans classes
The Thomas County Chapter of the American Red Cross
isoffering ashelter operationsclassto help with local shel-

tersintheevent of bad weather or other disasters, said Molly
Oliver, spokespersonfor theorganization. Theclassissched-
uled for Saturday, Feb. 22, from 8:30 am. until 12:30 p.m.
In addition to the shelter operations class, the Red Crossis
alwayslookingfor peopleinterestedinlearning how todrive
the ERV (emergency responsevehicle).

For questionsor to register for either of these needed ser-
vices, call 462-7161 or 462-6133.

Dog training starts tonig ht

Dogtraining classeswill beoffered beginningat 8 tonight
at the4-H Building at the Thomas County Fairgrounds, saic
Carrie Bredemeier, coordinator. Thoseinterested will neec
proof of current vaccinations from alicensed veterinarian.
Theclassfeeis$50, whichwill berequired onthefirst night
of training. Thisclass, shesaid, will teachdi sciplineand other
basi c techniques.

For questionsor other information, call Bredemeier at 462-
3816.
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