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Kansas spotlight

Media people see flaws in open meetings bill

TOPEKA (AP) — A bill requir-
ing that groupsappointed to advise
certainnewly elected officialshold
meetings in public doesn’t go far
enough, mediarepresentativestold
a Senate committee Thursday.

The measure would apply the
Kansas Open MesetingsAct to task
forces created by peoplewho have
won elections — but not yet taken
office— in state, city, county and
school board races.

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius ap-
pointed just such advisory panels
after her election last Nov. 5. In a
case brought by news organiza-
tions, ajudge ruled that the panels
did not fall under the Open Mest-
ingsAct until Sebeliustook office
Jan. 13.

Under the legislation, such task
forces would be required to have
open sessionsand notify thepublic
of meetings. Officials-elect would
belimitedintheir ability todiscuss
public businessin private.

Jim Bloom, editor and publisher
of the Hutchinson News, told the
Senate Elections and Local Gov-
ernment Committee he supported
the bill but that it should include
more officials.

Asexamples, henotedthat thelist
does not include community col-
lege trustees or groundwater man-
agement district directors.

Harriet Lange, lobbyist for the
Kansas Association of Broadcast-
ers, agreed, telling the committee,
“It doesn’t quite go far enough.”

Opposing the bill was Don
Moler, lobbyist for the L eague of
Kansas Municipalities, who sug-
gesteditwouldinhibitinformal dis-
cussions among newly elected of -
ficials.

And Moler said local govern-
ments should be |eft out of the de-
bate over whether Sebelius’ advi-
sory teamsshould havemet in pub-
lic.

Judge to rule today

on Health Midwest lawsuit

OLATHE (AP) — An attorney
for Health Midwest said Thursday
if Kansas Attorney General Phill
Kline continues to resist the pro-
posed saleof thehealth systemtoa
for-profit company, the deal will

likely fall apart.

During closing arguments in
Johnson County Circuit Court in
Health Midwest’s lawsuit against
Kline, attorney Charles German
saidKline' sactionswerejeopardiz-
ing the proposed $1.13 billion sale
of thenonprofit Health Midwest to
HCA Inc., the nation’s largest for-
profit health care system.

Hesaid if Kline, or the Johnson
County District Judge Thomas E.
Foster, put conditions on the sale,
“thedeal isdead.”

Foster said he would rule on the
lawsuit today

Reid Holbrook, an attorney for
Kline, countered that the attorney
general objected to the sale partly
out of concernHCA would hot pro-
videthesamelevel of medical care
to indigent patients that Health
Midwest currently provides.

Thesaleof Health Midwest's 13
hospitals — 10 in Missouri and
threein Kansas— and other assets
would result in the creation of a
foundation or foundationsoversee-
ing sale proceeds of between $700
million and $800 million.

Attorneys general in both states
challenged how thosefundswould
bedisbursed. Health Midwest sued,
challengingtheir authority toover-
see the sale and the creation of a
nonprofit foundation. Both states
countersued.

Missouri Attorney General Jay
Nixon reached a settlement |ast
week with Health Midwest, agree-
ingtothecreation of asinglefoun-
dationthat woulddistributethesale
proceedsto charitiesin both states.
But Klineobjectedtotheagreement
and talks between him and Nixon
did not settlethe dispute.<

Several Wichita candidates

have felony convictions

WICHITA (AP) — Three may-
oral candidates have been con-
victed of feloniesand thefianceeof
afourthfiled for acourt protection
from abuse order.

TheWchitaEaglereportedinits
Thursday edition that background
checks of 15 mayoral candidates
revealed that:

— George Poulos, 77, spent 20
yearsin prison in two stints after

convictionsfor arson, racketeering
andgambling. Poulosreferredtohis
criminal backgroundinannouncing
his candidacy, saying, “ People are
going to haveto get up awful early
in the morning to get scams past
me.”

— Martin Mork, 39, served two
years probation after a 1992 con-
victionfor attempted possession of
marijuanawithintent to sell.

Mork said he thinks smoking
marijuanaissinful inthesamesense
that drinking alcohol issinful. But
he said hedidn’t think it should be
illegal.

—KingDavid“K.D.” Davis, 46,
had a 1992 conviction for being a
habitual traffic violator.

TheEagleal so reported that two
days after announcing his candi-
dacy for Wichitamayor, moviethe-
ater mogul Bill Warren got ajudge
toseal courtrecordsinwhichheand
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*CARS-

2002 Cavalier Z-24
2001 Pontiac Grand Am-4 df.
2001 Pontiac Grand Am-2 df.
2001 Pontiac Sunfire

2001 Dodge Stratseadp
1999 Pontiac Sunfire

1999 Concorde LX

1999 Ford Escort ZX2

1998 Mustang

1998 Concord LXI

1998 Pontiac Grand Am GT
1998 Pontiac Grand Am
1996 Pontiac Grand Prix
1996 Dodge Intrepid

1995 Mazda Protege

1994 Chrysler New Yorker
1992 Ford Taurus

1991 Cutlass Convertible
1988 Ford Thunderbird
1983 Mercury Marquis

P

his fiancee make allegations of
abuse, threats, extortion and slan-
der. Nocriminal chargeswerefiled
asaresult of the complaints.<

Identity theft bill

clears Senate

TOPEKA (AP)—TheSenateon
Thursday approved and sent to the
House abill to require Kansansto
provide certain proof of identity to
get driver’slicenses.

The vote was 32-8. Supporters
said the measure offers protection
against identity theft, but critics
worried that Kansans would have
their privacy invaded.

Thebill would require someone
applying for adriver’s license or
stateidentification card to provide
a Social Security number or tax-
payer | D number — or sign astate-
ment that he or sheisalegal resi-
dent.
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* PICKUPS & SUVs -

2002 Chevy K-1500 Ext. Cab
2001 Ford Sportrac

2000 Durango SLT

(2) 2000 Grand Cherokee Laredo
2000 K-1500 Ext.

2000 K-2500, 6.0 motar
1999 Durango SLTSBLD
1999 Dodge D-150 Ext. Cab
1999 Expedition

1999 Windstar LX

1998 Grand Voyager

1998 Windstar GEOL D
1998 Astro Conversion
1997 GMC Suburban LT

(2) 1994 Grand Voyager
1993 Chevy Lumina Van
1991 K-1500 4x4 Reg. Cab

1998 Play Craft 24’ Pontoon

NOW OPEN...
Our Full Service Auto Repair Shop

930 S. RANGE

* COLBY e« 785-462-2660

KITCHEN & BATHS
CABINETS &
COUNTERTOPS
Design « Remodel « Installation

“Serving the Area Since 1984”
Call Dennis at:
> THE TOOL
BOX
785-462-7843
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Cal Spas DBA/Karlin Enterprises

* Bar & Bar Stools
*3in1Game Tables
* Darts

* Poker Tables

No Payments
C  till Spring 2003
(0AC)

* Lamps
db 1200 W. 4th Billiard Tables
Colby, KS + 462-8350

\[DA[D Apams, BROwN, BERAN

& BALL, CHARTERED
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Full Line Of Professional Services:
« Individual and Business Tax Preparation
» Bookkeeping and Payroll Service
« Financial and Estate Planning

505 N. Franklin, Suite D « Colby, KS « 785-462-7501

It's the Logical Choice!™ I 3
A

S Pool Tables
$34 per month

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory,
call Derek or Crystal at 462-3963.

:

BRIAN C. ST;&ATS, C.PA.

b FREE Accessory Kit with 3
Pool Table Purchase! <

* Cue Racks & Sticks
* Starter kits

« Game Table Chairs
« Wide Selection of

NEW SYSTEM

Professional

WINDOW
CLEANING

Colby, Kansas

NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS

We have a new address!
650 N. Grant, Colby

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-67/35

(ULTRA LITE STYLE)
FAMILY OF LENSES

Larry Washburn, O.D.
Doctor of Optometry
‘”I“l Member 505 Franklin
”””> American Optometric Co|by’ KS

Association 785-462'3348J

CERSOVSKY

FARM HOME AUTO BUSINESS

INSURANCE

LIFE CROP

“Customer Service is Our Policy”
CINDY L. CERSOVSKY

Cersovsky Insurance Inc

370 N. Franklin « P.O. Box 310 * Colby KS 67701
Ph. 785-462-7544 Toll Free 888-462-7544

.
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LAS VEGAS - Air & hotel
DISNEY WORLD - Hotel, air, park passes
MEXICO - Air & hotel

CARIBBEAN CRUISE & AIR

ALASKAN CRUISE & AIR

HAWAII - Air & hotel

LONDON, ENGLAND - Air & hotel
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA

SPECIFIC DATES AND ARE

“55-ROUND TRIP TRAVEL

CCC Wrestling Nationals Feb. 27-Mar 2
$275 pp/dbl occupancy. Incl. bus, 3 nights

hotel & breakfast, shuttle & tickets
e« VACATION SPECIALS + »

From (per adult) $250  No. of nights 4 WORLDWIDE:
$505 3 Vacation
$450 3 Packages,

$1,050 5 | Cruises, Tours,

$1,500 7| Groups, Flights,
$740 3 Hotels, Trains,
$700 3 Cars
$359 Max. 45

ALLSPECIALSMAYEEFOR  CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET QUOTES AND OTHER ADS! Ak 80U AR, AARR, Senor
suBleCT T0 AVAILABILITY. WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!! and Government discounts!

140 W. 4th
Colby, KS 67701
1-888-690-7077
462-6999
FAX: 462-3824

& Companion, Corporate

We Sell Officially Licensed NASCAR Products

Apparel < Racing Collectibles « Die Cast

We Specialize in @ Collectibles

785-462-8002

1/2 Mile West on Hwy. 24

e-mail: pitroad3@hotmail.com

e Colby, Kansas 67701

Warta Chiropractic
& Fitness Club

415 N. Franklin « Colby 785-462-3350

Dr. A.J. Warta

Where you can still get a full-spine adjustment for 1980’

Monday & Wednesday: feaste
2:00-7:00 p.m. and Nature BC/BS CAP Provider
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: Working Together Simple Care Provider

10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. For You!

25 years of experience as a
licensed chiropractor

FINALLY!

BATIATL oDl T

Health Insurance for Individuals,
Families and the Self-Employed
at AFFORDABLE Rates.

IearEnrs i urademamar by The WEDA L ard Haabh Iparenes Ceneay

800-783-9417

Get connected
tothe I nternet
with us!

We have
local -
technical~ § J}

Call
462-3963

Join your neighbors in Goodland,
Oberlin, Norcatur, Bird City,
Oakley, McDonald, Colby and St.
Francis who are on-line with
nwkansas.com. We have high
speed modems, unlimited active
usage and technical support
available.

SAME DAY
CONNECTION!!

For alimited time,
Colby Free Press
customers can
receive 12 full months
of internet servicefor
less than the price of
eight!!
THAT'S4MONTHS -

FREE!!

12 MONTHS
Just.....

$198

* Internet access as low as $16.50/
mo. with 1 year pre-payment. Normal
monthly rates are $24.95/mo. For
more information, call 462-3963

155 W. 5th « Colby
462-3963




