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City of Colby worker Kyle Brogan dumped a load of snow onto Mt. Franklin this morning, as city
and county crews worked to clean up Monday’s snowfall. Mt. Franklinisin the large field near S.

Goodland gets ‘new’ newspaper

Daily News is now twice weekly

GOODLAND —A new newspa-
per appearedin Goodland today, in
the name of The Goodland Star-
News, an all-local paper for
Sherman County.

Friday wasthe last issue of The
Goodland Daily News after 72
years on the Goodland scene. The
newspaper will now be a twice-
weekly publication, with a Mid-
week edition on Tuesdays and a
Weekend editionon Fridays. There
will not be any paper on Monday,
Wednesday or Thursday.

Steve Haynes, president of the
parent Nor’ West Newspapers, said
that the decisionisamatter of eco-
nomics and focus

“With a declining population
base and businessbase, thesupport
nolonger existsfor adaily newspa-
per,” Haynes said. “ The business
base, dozens of downtown mer-
chants, that supported the
Goodland Dailyin 1932, nolonger
exists. Thereare no grocery stores
left, and far fewer small merchants
than there once were.

“Even after the merger with the

Sherman County Sar, wehavelost
money asadaily andthisseemedto
be the best way to continueto pro-
vide a quality newspaper in
Goodland.”

While the paper has been suc-
cessful indeliveringaquality prod-
uct, winning 50 state and national
awardsinthelast fiveyears, it has
lost money every year since the
GibsonsDiscount Storeand Jubilee
Foods closed, he said.

The new Star-Newswill include
improvements which Haynes said
he believeswill be positivefor the
newspaper and thetown, including
more local news. Gone will bethe
Associated Pressreport, most of the
comicsandfeaturesandall national
commentary.

Therewill be arenewed empha-
sis on Goodland and Sherman
County, Haynessaid, andtherewill
be more of it in every paper. Main
local newsspacewill increasefrom
onefull page per issueto two.

Theeditorial pagea sowill have
an al local focus, said Editor Tom
Betz.

Another changeisthat thenews-
paperswill no longer be delivered
by carriers, but will bedeliveredin
themail ontheday thepaper ispub-
lished. TheMidweek editionwill be
delivered in Tuesday’s mail to ev-
ery subscriber’s mail box, city or
rural, and theWeekend editionwill
be delivered to everyone in the
county on Friday.

“We know thisis not an easy
change, but after months of adding
up the figures, we believeit isthe
best answer for our business,” Betz
said. “We believe, given achance,
we can prove that being a semi-
weekly paper isasgood, if not bet-
ter, than the award-winning daily
we have been for the past five
years.”

Other newspapers in the
Nor’ West Newspaperschainarethe
ColbyFreePress, TheOberlinHer-
ald, The &. Francis Herald, the
Bird City Times and The Norton
Telegram, in addition to the total
market coverage Country Advo-
cate. Colby isthe only daily inthe
chain.

Secretary Powell ready to present the goods

WASHINGTON (AP) — Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell, bidding
for U.N. support, is set to present
evidencethat Irag hashiddenlarge
cachesof weaponsof massdestruc-
tion from international inspectors
and defied callsonit to disarm.

Powell’s public presentation
Wednesday to the U.N. Security
Council in New York will be the
centerpiece of a strenuous cam-
paigntoenlist supportfrom Russia,

WeatherWatch
Colby-Oakley area

Thenumbers

Monday’s high, 30

Low thismorning, 15

Soil temperature, 38

Snowfall: 2inches

Precipitation: 0.12 inches

Recordsfor thisdate: 75in
1962, -23in 1899

Theforecast

Tonight, cloudy, lows 10-
15, east windsbecomingnorth
late at 15 mph. Wednesday,
cloudy, highs near 30, north
winds around 10 mph.
Wednesday night, cloudy,
lows near 10. Thursday ,
cloudy, 20 percent chancefor
light snow, highs upper 20s.

Franceand other skeptical govern-
mentsaswell asfromtheAmerican
public.

Secretary Powell as also sched-
uled aseriesof other meetingswith
foreign ministersand ambassadors
from all 14 Security Council na-
tions today and Wednesday, aides
said.

And all 14, plus Iragi Ambassa-
dor Mohammed Al-Douri, are due
to make statements sometime

Wednesday to the council in what
could beacritical test of sentiment
for using force to disarm Saddam
Hussein.

As the administration sought to
expanditsnetwork of potential coa-
lition partners, Powell metwiththe
king of Bahrain, Sheik Hamad bin
IsaAl Khalifa, who then called on
Vice President Dick Cheney and
saw President Bush at the White
House.

New league likely,
school board is told

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

Declining enrollment will be
forcing changesinleaguesthrough-
out western Kansas, Colby activi-
ties director Jeff Quenzer told the
school board Monday night at it
regular meeting.

Quenzer has been in talks with
several leagues around the region,
tryingtomakeplansfor Colby High
School if it should become neces-
sary for Colby to drop out of the
Northwest Kansas L eague. With
thenumber of studentsdeclining at
schoolssuchasAtwood, St. Francis
and Quinter, those schoolsmay be-
come too small for Colby and
Goodland to schedule events
against.

“I would like some guidance
fromtheboard,” Quenzer said.“It’'s
vital that we make plans now, be-
cause of the way schedules are
madeupinadvance. Weneed to be

ready. | think we can hang on an-
other two yearsin the NWKL. Af-
ter that, the smaller schoolsin the
league probably won’t have the
same sportsto offer.”

Quenzer told the board that he
feelstherearetwooptionsavailable
toColby. “Wecanstay intheleague
for another couple of yearsand see
what happens, or we can join an-
other league right now.” Quenzer
also told the board that he thought
Colby and Goodland should stick
together in whatever happens. “I
feel that Goodland and Col by
should stay closeonthis,” he said.

A meeting to discuss the league
situation is scheduled for Feb. 12,
which Quenzer, superintendent
Kirk Nielsen and board vice-presi-
dent Tracy Rogers will be attend-
ing. Quenzer wasaskedto keepthe
board informed on progressof dis-
CUSSiONs.

In other business,

 The board approved a course
addition recommended by thecoor-
dinating council. Diana Wielanc
told the board that a course calleg
“Law and Public Safety” wasbeing
addedtothecurriculum,withsocial
studiesteacher Rick Williamsasthe
facilitator.

 Graduation requirements af -
fecting the class of 2008 were dis-
cussed by the board. Students will
have less el ectives to choose from
in the future, due to the changes.
More science and math credits are
going to berequired to graduate.

 The board approved the dis-
posal of some old school property,
including bookshelves, tables, and
chairs, whichwill auctioned off by
Hazlett Auction.

The next regular school board
meetingisscheduledfor Feb. 17, at
7 p.m. inthe board room of the ad-
ministrationbuilding, 210 S. Range
Avenue. Thepublicisinvited.

College Is going forward
on wellness center plans

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

Plans are moving ahead for the
new wellnesscenter at Colby Com-
munity College, President Mikel
Arytoldtheboard of trusteesat their
Monday night meeting.

“We' vecontactedthesevenfirms
that will bemaking presentations,”
Arysaid, “andthey’ veall agreedto
the times we' ve set up for them to
comeout.”

The seven firmsare SCH2 from
Ft. Collins, Colo., Gould Evans
from Lawrence, Mort Plunkett Ar-
chitectfromHill City, PlacesArchi-
tects from Wichita, Gossen
LivingstonfromWichita, Stecklein
and Brungardt from Hays, and
Colby architect Glen Strait from
Strait Associates. The first four
firms will each have one hour on

Feb. 24, and the remaining three
will each have one hour on Feb. 25
togivetheir presentations.

“Some of these firms have al-
ready visited the campus several
times,” Ary told the board. “And
they’ve all agreed to come back at
their own cost.”

Ary told the board that he and
Curt Stephens had been working
with SheilaFrahmonfundraising.
“We got together with Sheila last
Saturday to hone our presentation.
| think we're putting together a
pretty workmanlike presentation.”

Thetwo special meetingsfor the
boardto hear the presentationswill
beinthe board room of the admin-
istration offices in Thomas Hall,
withbothmesetingsstartingat 5p.m.

In other business, after theboard
approved contracts and agree-

ments, it went into executive ses-
sionfor 35 minutesto consider ne-
gotiations and Ary’s contract for
2003-2004.

After the board came back to
regular session, no action was
taken.

Ary informed the board that the
college dance team had taken sec-
ond placeat thestatedancecontest.
“DanielleFreemandeservesalot of
praisefor what she'sdonewith the
danceprogram,” Ary said. “ Asdoes
Leisa Hansen, the cheerleader
sponsor. They’ vereally doneagreat
job with those programs and en-
abled us to give scholarships tc
thosekids.”

The next regular meeting of the
trusteeswill beon Feb. 17 at 5p.m.
in the board room of the Thomas
Hall administration area.

President’s
big budget
under fire

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Bush, wasting no timein try-
ing to capitalize on last year's Re-
publicantakeover of both housesof
Congress, is asking Congress to
endorseanew $2.23trillion budget
with aheavy emphasison tax cuts.

Judging fromtheinitial reaction,
though, Bushwill beunder intense
pressure to trim the tax cuts and
boost spendingin areasfavored by
Democratsin the still closely di-
vided House and Senate.

Bush’s spending plan for the
2004 budget year that begins Oct.
1 proposes $1.3 trillion in tax cuts

over 10years, increased spending
for defense and homeland secu-
rity and record budget deficits.

Democrats charged that Presi-
dent Bush was shortchanging
critical government needsin order
to provide more tax cuts to the
wealthy.

“Priority after priority isbeing
sacrificed at theexpenseof Presi-
dent Bush’'s unfair, unaffordable
andineffectivetax cuts,” said Sen.
Joe Lieberman, D-Conn., one of
five potential Democratic presi-
dential rivals who attacked the
plan.

Authorities continue probe of Colby man’s death

Law enforcement officials are
still investigatingtheM onday death
of a33-year-old Colby manfroma
self-inflicted gunshot wound, said
C.D. Hopper, of the Thomas
County Sheriff’soffice.

The body of Kerry M. Reilley

wasdiscovered on County Road 20
near Wagoners salvage yard about
one and one-half miles north of
Highway 24 by two people who
called at 11:15 am. on acellular
telephone to report the unattended
death, he said.

Assisting the Thomas County
Sheriff’s office were the KBI anc
Colby Police Department, Hopper
said.

No other details were released,
pendingfurther investigation, Hop-
per said.
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‘Booked for Lunch’is Wednesday
Anatomy of Greed will be reviewed by Larry Barrett at
Pioneer Memorial Library on Wednesday starting at noon
withalight lunch provided and at 12:15 until 1 p.m. will be
Barrett’sreview. Thebook istechnically not abiography, said

Joanne Sunderman, librarian, but for thoseinterested in the

truth about Enron from an insider, it's worth attending.
“Booked For Lunch” isheld from September through May
every Wednesday and opento everyoneinterested. For ques-
tions about the program, call 462-4470.

Various refunds help available

Rosalie Seemannwill beat M eadowlark Manor on Friday,
Feb. 7 from 9:30 am. to 11 am. to assist with Homestead
Refunds, Food Sales Refundsand L EAP applications.

Soup supper scheduled Friday

KappaUpsion, alocal sorority, issponsoring asoup sup-

per on Friday from 5:30to 7 p.m., at the Colby Community
Building when Colby takes on Oberlinin basketball action.
Themenuwill include chili, chicken noodle, and vegetable
soups, along with cinnamon rolls, cookies and drinks. The
cost is free-will donation with proceeds going to benefit
Puddle Duck Pre-School.

Massage clinic plans announced
ThePhysical Therapist Department at Colby Community
Collegeisonceagain having their annual massageclinicto
raisemoney.. Theevent thisyear will beFeb. 11 and Feb. 18
from 5to 9 p.m. inthe PTA department. Costsareavailable
by calling Pat Erickson, department head, at 462-3984, ext.
260. Students will get a discount. The event is open to ev-
eryone and reservations can be made by calling Erickson.
Walk-ins are al so welcome.

Red Cross schedules classes
The Thomas County Chapter of the American Red Cross

isoffering ashelter operationsclassto help with local shel-
tersintheevent of bad weather or other disasters, said Molly
Oliver, spokespersonfor theorganization. Theclassissched-
uled for Saturday, Feb. 22, from 8:30 am. until 12:30 p.m.
In addition to the shelter operations class, the Red Crossis

alwayslookingfor peopleinterestedinlearninghow todrive
the ERV (emergency response vehicle).

For questionsor to register for either of these needed ser-
vices, call 462-7161 or 462-6133.

Rotary Club to hold soup supper
TheColby Rotary Clubissponsoring itsannual soup sup-

per from5t07:30p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 18, duringthe Col by-

Goodland basketbal| game at the Colby Community Build-

ing. The cost is$4 for adults, $2 for children 12 and under.
Ticketswill beavailableat thedoor or fromany Rotary Club

member.

All proceeds go toward Rotary projects that benefit the

community.
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