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Council approves
property purchase

Action assures police will
have new storage building

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

A new building isin the Colby
Police Department’s future. That
certainty cameabout Tuesday night
when the city council voted at its
meeting to purchase land near the
law enforcement center for the pur-
poseof erecting anew building that
would be used to store police
records and evidence.

Prior to making the decision to
purchasetheland, thecouncil went
behind closed doorsfor lessthan 10
minutesto discuss the transaction.
After returning to open session, a
unanimous vote was made to buy
two and one-half lots across the
street from the Thomas County
Courthousetothewest and south of
Colby Canvas near the old Garvey
building.

The contract price of $10,350
was agreed to plus the city agreed
to pay approximately $100for title
insurance from Calvin and Diane
Williams, thecurrent property own-
ers.

Carolyn Armstrong, city man-
ager, said the lot measures 62.5' x
125’ and money to pay for theland
will come from the Special Law
Enforcement Trust Funds.

Among thereasonsfor purchas-
ing the land and constructing a
metal building later thisyear, said
Randy Jones, chief of police, isto
house records and evidence that
currently is being stored at the
Colby Public School administra-
tion building at 210 S. Range Ave.

Armstrong said today that in ad-
dition to housing city police
records, the Thomas County
Sheriff’s office will also use the
future building for their storage as
well, with the understanding they
too will sharein the expenses.

Inother business, thecouncil de-
nied areplacement vehicle for the
public power department after re-
viewing bids from Frontier
Autoplex and Tubbsand SonsFord.
During the discussion, council
membersquestioned theneed for a
newer car after learning that the
police chief wanted to keep the
1995 Intrepid with 62,000 miles
whichwould havebeen used asthe
trade-in. The bidsincluded a 2002
Buick Century with 18,000 milesat
a cost of $13,999 with trade of
$9,000from Frontier and Tubbsand
Sonssubmitted abid of $13,950for
a2002Mercury Sablewith $10,250
tradefor the Intrepid.

“1f thelntrepidisgood enoughto
keep, why do we need to trade it
off?,” was a question posed by
Councilman Todd Barrows. He
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Wind advisory

Tonight, cloudy, lows lower
teens, very strong north winds
increasing during the night to
15-25 with gusts to 35 mph.
Thursday, cloudy, occasional
flurries, highs lower 20s, brisk
north winds 15-25with guststo
35 in the morning, subsiding
later intheday. Thursday night,
partly cloudy, very cold, lows
zero to 5 below zero. Friday,
partly sunny, highslower 30s.

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 37

Low thismorning, 15

Soil temperature, 36

Year ago today, 39 and 14

Month’s precipitation: 0.12
inches

Records for this date: 77 in
1904, -22in 1899

then asked Jones why he believed
anadditional vehiclewasnecessary
for the police department.

Jones said that he would have
used the Intrepid when officers
went to other citiesfor training and
for on-call supervisors, who now
usethe marked policecars.

Barrows asked Jonesif the need
for another vehiclewasvital. Inre-
sponse, Jones said that there are
three marked units available, but
that theon-call supervisor usesone
of those cars for 10 days straight.
The point being that even when in
civilian clothes, the on-call super-
visor will bein amarked car at the
grocery store or other placessince
anemergency could occur anytime
during his on-call duties. With re-
gard to training outside the city,
Jonessaid that officerscould come
upon accidents or other incidents
while in another place and even
though they do by-passthose situ-
ations, it'sawkwardforthemandin
both exampl es, appearance-wise, it
would bemoreappropriateto have
an unmarked car.

Jones said that when he learned
thelntrepidwasapossibletrade, he
was willing to use funds from the
specia law enforcement trust tobuy
it, but added that otherwise he
“couldn’t swing financially” for
another car.

Herb Sunderman, another coun-
cilman, asked Corky Del zeit, direc-
tor of public power, if keeping the
Intrepid for at least another year
wouldbeahardship. Delzeitsaidhe
had no problem keeping the car
sinceit hadbeen*“troublefree” thus
far.

CouncilmanMark Beringer said
that if the Intrepid is still in good
shape, hecouldn’t seetradingit off
for a newer model even though it
wasinthebudget. Thevehiclepro-
posal was initiated as part of the
electric department’s vehiclerota-
tioncycle; however thecouncil de-
cidedthat sincethecar wasnot cost-
ingalotinrepairs,itwashbesttohold
off on purchasing anewer model.

The council approved an agree-
ment required by the Kansas De-
partment of Transportationinvolv-
ing utility companies and the city
being responsible for moving or
ateringutilitiesfor theintersection
projectsthisyear. Theintersections
that would be affected included
Fourth and Range and Fourth and
Franklin.

The council approved adeclara-
tion for participation in the
Firefighters Relief Fund for 2003,
whichissomethingthecity’smayor
signsevery year, Armstrong said.

At the top of his game
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Todd Kane, 8, climbed to the top of Mt. Franklin Tuesday after-

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press
city and county crews need somewhere to pile excess snowfall.
noon, taking advantage of the sunshine, and in the process Mt. Franklinislocatedinthe big field bordered by South Franklin
stopped to tell the world about it. The snow peaks appear when Avenue and East Plum.

Budget bill advances despite highway gripes

TOPEKA (AP)—Abill reducing
the state’'s budget deficit won ten-
tative Senate approval, but even
somesupporterswereuneasy about
withhol ding money from highway
projects.

Legislators and Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius must eliminate a deficit
projectedat $312millioninthecur-
rent fiscal year, whichendsJune30.
The Senate bill would leave adefi-
cit estimated at $35 million to $40
million.

Themeasure, advanced Tuesday
onavoicevate, wouldwithhold$95
millionfrom highway projectsand
$48millioninaidtocitiesand coun-
ties. It also would take $35 million
in fees normally set aside for spe-
cial programs, such as cleaning up
wastetires, anduseit for education,

social servicesand general govern-
ment spending.

TheHousea ready hasapproved
aseparate measurethat would bal -
ancethebudget. If the Senategives
final approval to its own version,
negotiatorswould work out acom-
promise.

Some senators said using high-
way fundsto hel p balancethe bud-
get breaksapromisethestatemade
in 1999 when it enacted a 10-year,
$13.5 hillion program of transpor-
tation improvements.

“ At some point intime, we need
to’fessuptoour responsibility and
pay that money back,” said Sen.
Paul Feleciano, D-Wichita.

TheHousehill includesaprovi-
sionrequiringthestatetoreturnthe
highway funds by June 30, 2005.

Sebeliussaidlast week shehasno
problem with the provision, but
somecriticssaid they don't expect
the state to have the money to set
aside next year.

For that reason, the repayment
provisionisn't apart of the Senate
bill, said Senate Ways and Means
Committee Chairman Steve Mor-
ris.

Morris, R-Hugoton, said thestate
might not havealegal obligationto
pay back the funds, but, “I don’t
know that we can cancel the moral
obligation.”

Sen. TimHuelskamp complained
that neither Sebeliusnor legislative
leaders have proposed significant
layoffs across state government to
rein in spending during an eco-
nomic slump.

“We have along ways to go to
match the type of cuts the private
sectorismaking,” said Huelskamp,
R-Fowler.

In other action:<

— TheHouse Taxation Commit-
tee, studying repeal of dozens of
salestax exemptions, heard oppo-
sitiontoonerepeal bill frombroad-
casters and advertising agencies.

— Legislation allowing cities
and counties to post legal notices
solely onthelnternet received criti-
cism from newspaper publishers
during a Senate Elections and L o-
cal Government Committee meet-
ing.

— Fifty-fiveHousemembersin-
troduced a bill to set minimum
health and saf ety standardsfor abor-
tionclinics.

Device goes off
In Emporia school
official’s mailbox

EMPORIA (AP) — Five Empo-
riaHigh School studentshavebeen
arrested in connection with an ex-
plosive that detonated in amiddle
school official’s mailbox, police
said.

The students, who range in age
from14to 17, werearrested Satur-
day on suspicion of arson and con-
spiracy to commit arson and re-
leased to their families, Deputy

Police Chief MikeWilliamssaid.

The Lyon County prosecutor’s
officesaidthat thestudentshad not
been charged as of |ate Tuesday
morning.

Theinvestigation began Jan. 28
after an explosive device went off
in the mailbox at the residence of
DavidKrumme, whoistheassi stant
principal at Emporia Middle
School.

“Itappearsthat thisisrelatedto
anddirected at Mr. Krummewith
regardtoaschool-rel atedincident
ayear ago and one of the juve-
niles,” Williams said.

No onewashurt and theexpl o-
sion caused no significant dam-
age, Williams said.

Hesaidhewaswaitingfor labo-
ratory tests to determine what
kind of explosivewas used.

Leoti abuzz as word of possible wind farm site surfaces

LEOTI (AP)—Bytheendof the
year, 50 to 75 giant wind turbines
couldtower abovethewesternK an-
sas landscape near Leoti under a
deal announced earlier thisweek.

Sunflower Electric Power Corp.
and Renewable Energy Systems
said that preliminary construction
work on a plant just east of Leoti

could begin as early as May if the
project isapproved by Rural Utili-
ties Serviceand theK ansas Corpo-
ration Commission.

“Thisisreal exciting. Therewill
be areal positive benefit for local
people,” said Sharla Krenzel,
Wichita County Economic Devel-
opment Corp. director. “All upand

down Main Street, there will be
opportunitiesfor business— every-
body from the convenience shop
that sells fuel to the grocery store
and hardware store.”
Theprojectisexpectedtohavea
work force of 100 to 150 construc-
tionjobs, andasmany as10 perma-
nent jobs once it goes into opera-

tion.

Sunflower will purchasethefirst
30 megawatts of energy from the
wind farm, which has been de-
signed to produce up to 100 mega-
watts. Thefirst phase of construc-
tionisscheduledto becompl eted by
the end of the year.

When fully developed, thewind

farm will consist of between 50 to
75 wind turbines mounted atop tu-
bular steel towers more than 200
feet tall and laid out in rows on &
6,000-acresite.

The wind farm will be located
northeast of Marienthal, Krenzel
said, but it’s too soon to know on
whoseleased ground.
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Help with refunds available

Rosalie Seemannwill beat M eadowlark Manor on Friday,
Feb. 7 from 9:30 am. to 11 a.m. to assist with Homestead

Refunds, Food Sales Refundsand L EAP applications.

Soup’s on for Friday evening
KappaUpsion, alocal sorority, issponsoring asoup sup-
per on Friday from 5:30to 7 p.m., at the Colby Community
Building when Colby takes on Oberlinin basketball action.
Themenuwill include chili, chicken noodle, and vegetable
soups, along with cinnamon rolls, cookiesand drinks.
Thecostisfree-will donationwith proceedsgoingto ben-

efit Puddle Duck Pre-School.

Rotary Club plans soup supper
TheColby Rotary Clubissponsoringitsannual soup sup-

per from5to7:30p.m. onTuesday, Feb. 18, duringtheCol by-

Goodland basketball game at the Colby Community Build-

Red Cross announces classes

The Thomas County Chapter of the American Red Cross
isoffering ashelter operationsclassto help with local shel-
tersintheevent of bad weather or other disasters, saidMolly
Oliver, spokespersonfor theorganization. Theclassissched-
uled for Saturday, Feb. 22, from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
In addition to the shelter operations class, the Red Crossis
awayslookingfor peopleinterestedinlearninghowtodrive

ing. The cost is $4 for adults, $2 for children 12 and under.
Ticketswill beavailableat thedoor or fromany Rotary Club
member. All proceeds go toward Rotary projects that ben-
efit the community.

the ERV (emergency response vehicle).

Massage clinic planned

ThePhysical Therapist Department at Colby Community
Collegeisonceagain having their annual massageclinicto
raise money for program activities. The event thisyear will

beonTuesday, Feb. 11 and Tuesday, Feb. 18from5to9p.m.
in the PTA department. Costs are available by calling Pat
Erickson, department head, at 462-3984, ext. 260. Students

will get adiscount. Theevent isopento everyoneand reser-
vations can be made by calling Erickson. Walk-ins are also

welcome.

Booster Club on the hunt

The Colby Booster Club islooking for any school group
or teaminterested in earning extramoney for their group, tc
work at itsconcessi on stand during homewrestling matches
and basketball games, said Shawn Stephens with the club.
Intheevent thereisno school or team response, theclubwill
extend the offer to church youth groupsand other organi za-

tions. If interested, call Stephens at 462-6929.

Landfill hours posted

The Thomas County landfill is now on its winter hours,
which are: Monday through Friday, 9 am. to 5 p.m.; Satur-
days, 9a.m.to4 p.m.; Sundays, 1to 4 p.m.
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