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Dave Starkey, partner at Starkey and Gatz Law Offices in Colby, learned that he is one of three

finalists for a position on the Kansas Court of Appeals.

Kansas Court of Appeals

Starkey among finalists

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

A Colby attorney andtwodistrict
court judges are vying for a new
position on the Kansas Court of
Appeals, according to information
reported by TheAssociated Press.

David Starkey, of Colby, whose
law partner is John Gatz with the
firm of Starkey and Gatz, along
with Sedgwick County Judge Tho-
mas Malone and Riley County
Judge David Stutzman were the
three names forwarded to Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius by the Supreme
Court Nominating Commissionlast
Wednesday. Thegovernor will now
have 60 days to make an appoint-
ment.

“Thisis atremendous honor to
havebeenrecommended,” Starkey
said on Tuesday.

The Kansas Court of Appeals
started the search for the new posi-
tion following the decision to ex-
pand the court from 10to 11 mem-
bers. After makingthat decision, the
courtthensent letterstoevery attor-

ney inthe statein search for anew
member, Starkey said.

Almost 50 lawyers submitted
their names for the position and
from that list the Supreme Court’s
nominating commission narrowed
thefield to 30. Starkey said hewas
interviewed on Tuesday, Feb. 4 by
thecommissionand on\Wednesday,
Feb. 5, aletter was sent to the gov-
ernor recommending hisnameand
thetwo other district court judges.

Starkey said hehaspracticedlaw
inColby since1975and hasserved
on many committees and task
forceswiththeK ansasBar Associa-
tion. He is atrustee of the Kansas
Bar Foundationand sitsonthecom-
missionof theKansasL awyersAs-
sistance Commission, which was
created to help attorneys having
ethical problems associated with
drug and alcohol abuse, depression
or even burn-out issues.

Starkey served Colby in other
positions including that of city
councilman and president of the
Colby Chamber of Commerce.

Competingwith Starkey for the
newly created position, Malone
has been a judge in Sedgwick
County since 1991 and Stutzman
hasbeen ajudgein Riley County
since 1997.

In addition to the governor ap-
pointing either Starkey, Stutzman
or Malonetothenew position, she
will also belooking at appointing
someone to the vacated position
left by JudgeRobert Gernon, who
accepted aseat ontheK ansas Su-
preme Court. Infilling that posi-
tion, the governor will be given
three more names and it may or
may not includethetwoleft once
shefillsthe new position.

Butregardless, Starkey saidhe
is pleased to have been sel ected.

Starkey and his wife, Lana,
havethreechildren. Matt, 27,isa
certifiedfinancia plannerinKan-
sasCity; Alysia, 25, isanassistant
professor at Kansas StateUniver-
sity in Salina, having majored in
library sciences; and Jeff, 23, is
student teaching at Fort Hays.

High school and pet shop are fire call sites

Now for the cap

By DARREL PATTILLO
Colby Free Press

Electricity was afactor in afire
at Colby High School thismorning,
Colby’s assistant fire chief Rick
Dickman saidtoday, and added that
afaulty adapter was the probable
cause of an electrical fire Tuesday
afternoon at the Pet Oasisin down-
town Colby.

At 8:55thismorning, thefirede-
partment received acall about afire
inthekitchen at the high school.

A steamer unit caught fireinthe
kitchen, causing the evacuation of
the school.

Dickman said that at this point,
thefire appeared to beelectrical in
nature.

“Theinvestigationisn’'t complete
yet,” hesaid.

Dickman said that two military
recruiterswere at the school at the
time, and oneof them extingui shed
the blaze with a fire extinguisher,
and the other removed power from
the steamer.

“We're glad they were there,”
Dickman said. “They definitely
kept the fire from getting out of
hand.”

Damage to the steamer was ex-

Bill would allow tax hi

TOPEKA (AP)—Abill toallow
school districts to raise additional
property taxes raises questions
about thedefinition of equal educa-
tionintheeyesof thecourts, legis-
latorssaid.

Currently, thestatecapsproperty
taxes— known asthelocal option
budget — at 25 percent of aschool
district’stotal budget. Thebill con-
sidered Tuesday by theHouse Edu-
cation Committee would raisethat
lid by 2 percentage pointsin each of
the next five years, until it reaches
35 percent.

Thecommitteetook noactionon
thehill.

Moisture mentioned

Tonight., partly cloudy. Lows
around 24. South wind 5 to 15
mph becoming light and vari-
able. Thursday., partly cloudyin
the morning. Mostly cloudy in
the afternoon with a 30 percent
chanceof rainshowers. Highsin
theupper 40s. Southeast wind 5
to 10 mph. Thursday night,
cloudy. A 30 percent chance of
evening rain showers or snow
showers. Lowsnear 30. Friday,
cloudy. Highs near 40. Friday
night., cloudy. A 20 percent
chance of light snow. Lows
around 25.

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 49

Low thismorning, 16

Soil temperature, 32

Year ago, 44 and 19

Month’s precipitation, 0.12

Month'ssnowfall, 2 inches

Records, 83in1911 (warmest
February day on record in
Colby), -31in 1899 (coldest
reading ever recorded here).

Johnson County legislatorsled a
failed effortin 2002 toincreaselo-
cal option budgets. The county has
some of the fastest growing and
wealthiest school districtsin Kan-
sas, including DeSoto, BlueValley
and Olathe.

Rep. Dan Williams, R-Olathe,
andsomeschool officialssaid Tues-
day that without additional state
funds, districtsneedtotakematters
into their hands.

“1f weareunabletosignificantly
improve state funding, which | be-
lieveweare, theleast wecandois
alow districtsalternativeoptions,”
Williamssaid.

tensive, and Jo DeYoung, business
manager for theschool district, said
that thestaff at thekitchenwouldbe
ordering anew one.

“They use that steamer every-
day,” shesaid. “It'simportant that
they get another one in there as
quickly aspossible.”

PizzaHut of Colby wascalledin
toprovidelunchfor thestudentsand
staff today. Paul VanEaton, Pizza
Hut manager, said that the school
had ordered around 50 pizzas.

“We gave them a discount,” he
said.

“The fire at the pet store was

All but four of the303 school dis-
tricts have local option budgets,
which raise nearly $375 million.
Thefour districtswithout local op-
tion budgets are Ingalls, Kismet-
Plains, Midway and Osage City.

The state matches a portion of
those funds for an additional $148
million. Anincreaseof 2 percentage
pointsinthelocal optionbudget cap
wouldraisethestate’ sportion by an
estimated $8 millioninfiscal 2004.

Overall, Kansasspends $2.3 hil -
lionayearinstateaidtoelementary
and secondary schools.

Hays Superintendent Fred
Kaufman said with declining en-

Equals levels of the 1980s

probably caused by an unprotected
multi-plugged adapter,” Dickman
said. “They’'re aren’t very safe to
use.”

Thefiredepartment receivedthe
call at 4:25 p.m. about afireat the
pet store. By thetimethefiredepart-
ment arrived, the fire was out.
Dickman said that damage was
minimal, and confined to the wall
wherethefire occurred, and to the
electrical wiring.

Thefiredepartment surveyedthe
areaaround thefirewith athermal
imaging device to make sure that
thefirewasout.

kes for school districts

rollment and acut of $27 per student
in state aid, his district will cut
$466,000 from its $20.7 million
budget for the next school year.

“We have been at the top of our
local option budget since 1993 and
have nowhere to go,” said
Kaufman, who oversees 3,140 stu-
dents.

Of itstotal budget, Haysgets$4.2
million with local property taxes
withtherest comingfromthestate.

But criticssaidincreasing the 25
percent cap would return the state
to the pre-1992 days, when the
courts said the state’s funding of
education wasinequitable.

Farm loan delinquencies are on the rise

WICHITA (AP)—Morethan22
percent of Kansasfarmerswho bor-
rowed money fromtheU.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’ sFarm Service
Agency aredelinquent ontheir pay-

loan chief in Kansas.

“Quite honestly, alot of people
are almost in the same shape they
wereinthe 1980s,” he said.

“1 don’tliketo bepessimistic. It

and with $260 million dollarsin
Kansas loans on its books, the
agency isthebiggest single lender
inthe state.

Its newly released February re-
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ments— apercentagethat reaches
levelsnot seensincethefarmecrisis
of the 1980s.

Last year, 15.7 percent of bor-
rowersweredelinguent at thistime,
saidArlyn Stiebe, theagency’sfarm

1980s,” he said.

isjust what | have seenthelast two
or threeweekssurebringsback alot
of unpleasant memories from the

The agency is the lender of last
resortfor many farmersinthestate, due.

portissignificant asabarometer of
thefarm economy becauseitisthe
first to reflect delinquencies for
loans due by year’s end, when for
most part annual farm loans come

Barbara Bickner, 11, of Colby, prepared to put a cap on the
snowman she and her friend, Laura Juenemann, built in the
Bickner’s yard at 4th and School Street. Barbara said the
snowman took about “10 or 20 minutes to build.” Today’s sun
and warmer temperatures will probably reduce his stature con-
siderably.

DARREL PATTILLO/Colby Free Press

B 1 | Ty o —

Conferences continue Thursday

Parent-teacher conferencesfor Colby Public Schoolscon-
tinueThursday. Parentswith questionsshould call either the
elementary school at 465-5100, middle school at 465-5200
or high school at 465-5300.

Massage funds help department

ThePhysical Therapist Department at Colby Community
Collegeisholding itsannual massage clinic to raise money
for program activities. The event’s next session is on Feb.
18 from 5to 9 p.m. in the PTA department. Walk-ins are
welcome.

‘Rain Rally’ on Feb. 22 agenda
Thefirst-ever Northwest Kansas Pray for Rain Rally has
been scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 22inthe4-H Buildingon
the Thomas County Fairgrounds, Colby. Organizers are
Leonardand ZelmaKinkadeof rural Brewster. Theevent will

run from 3-6 p.m. and residentsin the 12 counties of north-
west Kansasarecordially invited. Thecountiesincludethose
from Trego west to the Colorado line and north to the Ne-
braskaline. Questionsto Kinkade at (785) 694-2671.

Commodity distribution scheduled
Thecommaodity distribution by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculturewill be held in Colby from 3-4 p.m. on
Monday, Feb. 17, at the Retired Senior Volunteer Program
housed inthe Senior Progress Center in Fike Park Thoseéli-
gibleto receive commaodities, based on income guidelines,
are expected to get raisins, cranberry sauce, pears, corn ce-
real, salmonand peanut butter. For questions, call 462-6744.

Rotary Club plans soup supper
TheColby Rotary Clubissponsoringitsannual soup sup-
per from5to7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 18, duringthe Col by-
Goodland basketball game at the Colby Community Build-
ing. Thecost is$4 for adults and $2 for children 12 and un-

der. Proceeds go toward Rotary projects

Shelter class reminder issued

The Thomas County Chapter of the American Red Cross
is offering a shelter operations class, said Molly Oliver,
spokespersonfor theorgani zation. Theclassisscheduledfor
Saturday, Feb. 22, from 8:30 am. until 12:30 p.m. at the
Thomas County Office Complex on South Range. In addi-
tion, the Red Crossislooking for peopleinterestedinlearn-
ing how to drive the emergency responsevehicle.

Cemetery board meets Thursdays

TheColby Cemetery District board meetingswill beheld
on Thursdaysfor thenext coupleof months, reminded Rel de
Galli, board member. The meetingswill continueto be helc
at theThomasCounty Courthousebeginningat 2 p.m. Boarc
members should note that Thursday meetingsinclude Feb.
20,March20andApril 24. Call Galli at 462-3670if youhave
guestions.
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