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Quinter, WaKeeney and Hays.

MICHELLE L. HAWKINS/Colby Free Press

Dr. Mikel Ary, president of Colby Community College and his wife, Dolores were among a group
of local and area residents who greeted U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback this morning at the Colby
Municipal Airport. Brownback discussed many issues facing Kansas farmers and cattle produc-
ers aswell asthe approaching war with Iraq. From Colby, Brownback was scheduled to visit Hoxie,

-ire In night
club kills 39

WESTWARWICK,R.I.(AP)—
A nightclub erupted into flames
during a pyrotechnics display at a
rock concert last night, killing at
least 39 people and injuring more
than 150.

Itwasfearedthetoll would climb
as firefighters sifted through the
charred shell of the building today,
sai d West Warwick Town Manager
Wolfgang Bauer.

Thefirebrokeout acrosstheceil-
ing above the band, and quickly
spread over the crowd, filling the
building with thick, black smoke.
The entire club was consumed.

Snow coming

Tonight...partly cloudy. Lows
inthemid 20s. Northwest wind

around 15 mph.
Saturday...partly sunny. Highs
in the lower 50s. West wind 15
mph becoming southeast early
in the afternoon. Saturday
night...cloudy with a chance of
snow. Lowsin the upper teens.
Chance of snow 50 percent.
Sunday...cloudy with a chance
of snow. Much colder. Daytime
temperaturessteady intheupper
teens. Chance of snow 50 per-
cent. Sunday night...cloudy with
adlight chance of snow. Much
colder. Lows 5 to 10 above.
Chance of snow 20 percent.
Monday...cloudy with achance
of snow. Continued cold. Highs
near 20.

Thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 57

Low thismorning, 21

Soil temperature, 38

Year ago, 54 and 27

Month’s precipitation, 0.26

Month'ssnowfall, 2 inches

Records, 74in1972and-7in
1978

FollowingWednesday night’s
meeting of the Area Citizensfor
Health Care, Michael Boyles,
chief executive officer at Citi-
zens Medical Center, called the
Free Press saying he wanted to
clarify aparticular point withre-
spect to changes in the emer-
gency room beginning Saturday.

“Patientscanrequest aspecific
doctor,” he said, “even if that
doctor isnot under contract with
the hospital .”

In that situation, Boyles said,
the physician could bill directly.
Healso said that unlessapatient
in the emergency room abso-
lutely refusestoallow theon-call

Boyles clarifies ER change

doctor to look at them, emer-
gency room physiciansare obli-
gated to make an evaluation;
however, eveninthat situation, if
the patient wantsanother doctor,
the billing would be separated
out.

For example, if an emergency
room doctor did the evaluation,
but the patient requested another
doctor during that time, thedoc-
tor requested would bill that por-
tion.

However, theemergency room
callitself wouldbebilled by Citi-
zensMedical Center.

For other questions, call
Boylesat 462-7511.

Clinic announces change

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Colby Medical and Surgical Cen-
ter isextending its hours of opera-
tion beginning Monday in order to
provide better accessibility to its
patients, said Dr. Raymond K etting,
aboard certified pediatrician and
one of the three doctors at that
clinic.

“Since we will not be able to
equally participate in the emer-
gency call rotation with Docs Who
Care after Saturday,” he said, “we
asprovidersat Colby Medical will
remain open Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday until 10p.m.”

K etting added that appoi ntments
will gtill only bemadefor timeslots
up until 5p.m. each day, sothat the
medical staff can attend to the“re-
centlyill” duringtheeveninghours.

Brian Unruh, with Colby Medi-
cal and Surgical Center, saidduring
ameeting earlier thisweek that the
doctors were looking into other
options following news their con-
tract was terminated effective Sat-
urday.

“Wearenot going to let the Citi-
zensMedical Center board of trust-
ees and the administration keep us
fromtakingcareof our patients,” he
said today.

Ral |y for rain

Saturdays event draws interest
from many areas of the country

By TOM (TD) DREILING
Free Press Publisher

The"Northwest KansasPray for
RainRally” isgetting requestsfrom
other parts of the country also suf-
fering from the drought.

Therally, whichspreadlikewild-
fire after it was announced in the
FreePressonFeb. 6, waspickedup
by numerous news organizations
acrossthe state and nation. It even
found itsway onto the Internet.

The prayer for rain rally will be
held Saturday inthe4-H buildingon
the Thomas County Fairgrounds
from 3-6 p.m.

“We' vehadcallsfromall overthe
state and the nation,” said Zelma
Kinkade, who, along with her hus-
band, Leonard, are organizing this
first-ever event in northwest Kan-
sas.

“Calls came from Houston,
Texas, California, Colorado, and
many communities in Kansas,”
Mrs. Kinkade said thismorning.

“A talk show on a Kansas City
radio station also called and did a
live broadcast with Leonard from
thehouse,” shesaid.

“Many callers are asking us to

remember their communities, their
areasasweask the Lord to end the
drought,” Mrs.Kinkadesaid. "1 had
prepared amap of northwest Kan-
sas on which those attending can
stick a pin to show their locations,
but sincethecallsstarted comingin
from other areas | have obtained a
road map for those people from
outside northwest Kansas to also
pintheir communities,” she said.

“Therearealot of areasthat want
ustoremember themwhenwepray
for an end to our drought in north-
west Kansas,” shesaid.

Mrs. Kinkade said she and
Leonard have no idea as what to
expectintermsof turnout. “ Wejust
don’tknow. Wehavenoidess.,” she
said.

She said the gentleman who
calledfromHouston said Texashas
beinandout of thedrought for years
and indicated if his schedule had
permitted he would havejoinedin
therally in northwest Kansas.

“The people who called from
Colorado said they get their water
supply from the mountain snows
andthey haven’t had that muchand
areconcerned,” Mrs.Kinkadesaid.

Theralywill includeprayersand
scripturereadings. “ Peoplearewel -
cometo come and go astheir time
allows,” Mr.Kinkadesaidinanear-
lier interview.

“We need to break this
drought...It affects everyone...If |
get 2-3inchesof rainat my place(3
milessouthwest of Brewster onthe
Thomas-Sherman County line) anc
nobody else gets any rain, only |
benefit. The drought continues.”

He stressed the need to ask the
Lordtobreak thedrought, which, he
says, has forced a number of our
own farmers and ranchers to be
driven fromtheir farms.

“The drought is not just a rural
problem, it isalso felt in all our
townsinnorthwest Kansas, too,” he
said.

Kinkade said he got theideafor
the prayer rally some months agc
whiletraveling and listening to the
radio in Colorado.

“They (the people on the radio)
were talking about doing this and
that sparked my interest,” he said.

“1 guess| amthepersonthelL ord
selected to carry out the project in
northwest Kansas,” hesaid.

Changes In ER coverage draws
several hundred to meeting here

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Changesinemergency roomcov-
erage at Citizens Medical Center
prompted nearly 300 people to at-
tend Wednesday night’sArea Citi-
zensfor Health Care meeting.

InadditiontohearingfromBrian
Unruh, a physician assistant at
Colby Medical and Surgical Center,
on how the emergency room
changes could affect delivery of
health care, former hospital em-
ployees talked about their varying
experiences at thefacility.

“All weknow isthat our contract
(through Medical Arts, Inc.) was
terminated and, beginning Satur-
day, physician coverage will be
contracted with Docs Who Care,”
hesaid.

Unruh said that all they received
was notification the contract was
being terminated and everything
else he said he learned through
newspaper articles, referring to
statementsmadeby DocsWho Care
that the other physicians could ap-
ply with them through their con-
tract.

“Inmy opinion, therearealot of
concerns,” he said. “First, the
money isgoing to an Olathe-based
group, which is money out of
Colby.”

There'salsoanegativeimpactto
the Colby clinic by terminating the
contract not only financially, but
with respect to patient care.

“L ocal doctorsknow most every-
oneand this has been animportant

serviceto patients,” hesaid, which
isunlike new doctorswho have no
history.

As for making application with
Docs Who Care for emergency
room coverage, Unruhsaid, it'sof-
fensivethat local doctors, whohave
served the area for 29 years, are
being askedto contract withan out-
sidefirm.

Unruh said he believesthe work
environment at Citizens Medical
Centerishostile, but not because of
themedical staff.

Whenaskedif this*“ hostile” feel -
ing affectspatient care, Unruh said
even under the difficult circum-
stances, the nursing staff is “tal-
ented and deeply committed” tothe
patients.

He also confirmed that the doc-
torsat Colby Medical and Surgical
Center have hospital privilegesin
Oakley and Goodland, intheevent
privileges are denied to any of the
doctors by the Colby hospital.

Joan Albers, a Colby resident,
saidduringthemeetingthat shehas
no problem with Docs Who Care
and aswith most people attending,
shebelievesit’simportant everyone
has a choice of physicians.

“As | told someone the other
day,” Alberssaid,“1 don’trundown
your doctor, so don’t run down
mine.”

Along with Unruh’s presenta-
tion, therewerefour former hospi-
tal employees who spoke about
their experienceswiththeadminis-
tration.

Kathi Hapke, who was recently
fired, told the group that unless
someone has worked at the hospi-
tal, they cannot understand what i<
going on up there.

JmMentlick, amaintenanceem-
ployeeandwhowasal sofired, said
hewasshockedwhenhelearned he
hadlost hisjob. Hesaid hewasfired
for allegedinappropriatebehavior.
Hesaid hewasneither givenproba-
tion, suspension, counseling or &
fine prior to being terminated.

Marlyce Campbell, arespiratory
therapist, said she resigned, but
there were many incidentsthat lec
up tofinally leaving thefacility.

Asapoint of clarification, Sandy
Hill, a nurse practitioner, was the
fourth to speak Wednesday night
about her employment at Colby’s
hospital. She said she was neither
forced to leave nor was she fired,
but rather left voluntarily to accept
another position. In Thursday’sar-
ticle, the wording could lead the
reader to believe that she didn’t
leave voluntarily. Speaking before
thegroup, Hill did say that, “Wehao
agood hospital andit’sgoing down
thetubes.”

Other former hospital employees
at themeeting, but whodid not talk,
were Joy Griffin and Monique
Eaton, both nurses.

JohnKern, president of AreaCiti-
zens, al soreminded thoseattending
to consider writing letters of sup-
port to Drs. Victor H. Hildyard,
LaDonna Regier and Raymond
Ketting during thisdifficult time.
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College schedules special meetings

Colby Community College will be having special meet-
ingsonMonday, Feb. 24 and Tuesday, Feb. 25. Both of these

meetingswill begin at 5 p.m. in the board room of Thomas
Hall. Trusteeswill belisteningto presentationsby architects

for the new wellness center. The meetings are open to the
public and college officials are encouraging attendance.

Sacred Heart carnival set

Sacred Heart School’s annual carnival beginsat 11 am.

and concludesat 3 p.m., thiscoming Sunday. Theevent will
feature lunch with bierocks and sloppy Joes, along with
gamesand other prizes. For questions, call 462-2813.

Sacred Heart plans enrollment

Sacred Heart School will behol ding kindergartenand pre-
school enrollment on Wednesday, March 5, from 9 am.-3

p.m. inthe school lobby at 1150 W. 6th St. School officials
ask that parentsor guardiansbring acopy of their child’sbirth
certificate, immunization records, social security number,
and physical. For questions, call 462-2813.

Kindergarten pre-enrollment near

Kindergarten pre-enrollment for the 2003-04 school year
at Colby Grade School isfrom 7:30 am. to 3 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 28 in the conference room at the school. For questions
or what paperwork isnecessary, call 465-5100.

Video discussion planned Saturday

The Community Awareness Team is sponsoring a video
discussiongroup beginningat 10a.m., Saturday, at the Colby
Community Building downstairs, said Janet Worthy, coor-
dinator. “ This week’s film is Mother/Daughter,” she said,
“andit’ saboutamomand her 16 year-old daughter whotrade
placesfor 24 hours.” Muffins, juiceand coffeewill beserved

during thevideo. For questions, call 462-8152.

Childbirth education series to begin

The next Colby Childbirth Education serieswill start on
Thursday, March 6 will subsequent classes scheduled on

Schrick.

March20and 27,andApril 3. They will beheldintheHealth
Science Building on the Colby Community College Cam-
pus. Moreinformationisavailableat 462-6845, ask for Ting

Sweet Thunder sign-up announced

Sweet Thunder will holditsannual sign-up/informational
meeting on Sunday, March 9in Room 106, Student Union,
Colby Community College, at 3 p.m. Players and parents,
andothersinterested, areurgedtoattend. Call BarbWieland,
Manuel Rubio, Susan Wark, Donna Augustine or Tanye
Staatsfor additional information. Registration formsor ad-
ditional information is available on their website at
www.col bysweetthunder.org.
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