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Storage
becomes
concern

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Storage containers located in
commercial, industrial and even
residential areas of town have
prompted theColby City Council to
ask itsplanning commissiontofur-
ther review the matter.

Theissuewasfirst brought up by
the planning commission at its
meeting earlier in February and, in
turn, they requested the city to en-
force the regulation by sending
thosein violation aletter notifying
them to removethe containers.

“Zoningregulationsclearly pro-
videthat shipping containers, parts
of motor vehicles or trailers, van
bodies, vehicle bodies and other
similar typeitemsarenot buildings
and cannot beusedfor anaccessory
building,” CarolynArmstrong, city
manager, told the council at its
meeting last week.

Councilman John Bremenkamp
said he would like to see the issue
goback totheplanningcommission
to consider changingtheregulation
toallow thecontainersintheindus-
trial park area.

The council is expected to hear
back fromtheplanningcommission
in the near future with its recom-
mendation after reviewingthemat-
ter further.

The planning commission also
gave its recommendation to ap-
provea54’ billboardontheHoliday
Inn property at Willow Ave. The
only concern it had waswhether or
not the sign would conflict with
Federal Aviation Administration
regulations.

The city’s building inspector,
Doug Lewis, said he checked with
Mark Ostmeyer, municipal airport
manager, andlearnedthat theheight
was not aproblem with the federal
agency.

The only other concern with the
billboard wasthat it would need to
meet wind and snow loads.

Tourney alters
school plans

The Colby Eaglewrestling team
will depart on Thursday for the
Class 4A State Wrestling Tourna-
ment in Wichita. The publicisin-
vited to a pep rally and send-off at
9:10 am. in the high school. The
tournament kicksin Friday and con-
cludes Saturday night.

Duetothestatetournament, there
will beno classesat thehigh school
on Friday, but school will be held
for gradesK-8.

Still calling
for some snow

Tonight...cloudy. Lowsinthe
mid teens. South wind 5 to 10
mph becoming west late.
Thursday...cloudy. Highsinthe
lower 30s. Light and variable
wind. Thursday night...cloudy
with achance of snow. Lowsin
theupper teens. Chanceof snow
40 percent. Friday...snow likely.
Highsinthelower 30s. Chance
of snow 60 percent. Friday
night...cloudy, then becoming
partly cloudy. L owsintheupper
teens. Saturday...partly cloudy,
then becoming cloudy. Highsin
thelower 40s.

Thenumbers

Monday’shigh, 15

L ow thismorning, 2

Soil temperature, 32

Year ago, 22 and -1

Month'ssnowfall, 5inches

Month’s precipitation, 0.36

Records, 76in 1986 and-9in
1960
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Brook Schiffner, a former Colby resident and an architectfrom the  and fitness center for Colby Community College. Schiffnerand his
firm SCH2 of Denver, presented a proposal for the new wellness partner, Doug Schooner, specialize in recreational facilities.

During two evening sessions

College board hears six proposals
for new wellness and fitness center

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

The Colby Community College
Board of Trustees met for two spe-
cial sessionson Monday and Tues-
day evenings to hear project pro-
posalsfor the new wellnessandfit-
ness center.

Proposals were presented by:
from Brooke Schiffner and Doug
Schooner of SCH2 of Denver; Mort
Plunkett of Mort Plunkett Architect
of Hill City; Paul Cavanaugh of
Places Architects of Wichita; Tom
Montgomery and Jan Burgess of
Gossen Livingston, Wichita; Alan
SteckleinandWayneBrungardt, of
Stecklein and Brungardt of Hays;
and Glen Strait of Strait Associates
of Colby.

The proposed center which be
availablestudents, faculty and com-
munity, and be located in theinte-
rior of thecampus, south of thecur-
rent gymnasium and north of the
Northwest Kansas Cultural Arts
Center.

Dr. MikleAry, collegepresident,
said the center will be completely
built by donationsandwould not be
funded by tax dollars.

A capitol campaignisplannedto
raisethe fundsto build the new fa-
cility. Currently plansareto have
an indoor walking track, two rac-
quetball courts, a free weight and

fitness area, anew wrestling room
and areasfor classroomsand other
activities.

Here arethe proposals:

* SCH2 — Schiffner, a Colby
native and Schooner, formerly of
Scott City, arepartnerswho special -
izeinrecreationfacilities. Between
thetwo of them, they have22 years
of architectural experience and
have designed buildings in the
statesand internationally.

Their company proposed two
options. Their first option con-
nectedthenew center tothealready
existing gymnasium with bridges.
Thebridgeswouldbepart of awalk-
ing track and would overlook both
the new section and the existing
gym.

The second option showed the
buildingcompl etely separated from
the previousbuilding. Their build-
ing options will be around 23,000
squarefeet.

* Mort Plunkett Architect —
Plunkett said he tried to make his
proposal as small as possible, yet
till included everything requested
by the board.

Thebuildingwould haveground
pump heating and awalking lane,
not acircular track.

His building would be 23,400
squarefeet and hetoldtheboard he
wouldbeonsiteat |east onceaweek

during construction to overseethe
project.

* Places Architects
Cavanaughisthearchitectwhode-
signed Bedker Hall oncmapus. He
said his design promoted high vis-
ibility on campusand easy accessi-
bility to thefacility.

The slanted glass on his design
wouldallow outsiderstoview some
of theactivitiesgoingoninsidethe
fitness center. Heincluded athree
lane track inside his design on the
upper level.

Hesaidheal soplannedtoinclude
zone-down mechanical spaces so
that the lighting and heating/cool-
ingwould adjust automaticallytoa
lower level if the spacewas not in
use. Hisproposal is 28,549 square
feet.

» Gossen Livingston — Mont-
gomery and Burgesshavereceived
national awards for some of their
designs across the United States.
Although there are 60 people in
their firm, Montgomery lead the
studio which specializesin design
for upper educational facilities.
They have designed buildings for
several junior collegesin Kansas.
Their building had several design
features to help decrease energy
billsby using solar energy.

Thedesign asoincluded an out-
door amphitheater and aconnected

walkway through the existing
building which includes the gym
and swimming pool.

The walkway would allow the
public to use the parking facilities
to the north and not have to walk
completely around the gym or
swimming pool to access the new
fitness center. Their facility would
be 22,000 square feet.

« Stecklein and Brungardt —
Stecklein and Brungardt both
worked on the design used to build
Gross Memorial Coliseum at Fort
HaysStateUniversity. Their design
isfocused around thetrack and had
an oval shapeto the outside of the
building.

They said with their design, the
building would provide adynamic
visual image for the campus. The
27,000 square feet of the building
would provide afour lane running
track andgoodair circulationto cut
down heating and cooling costs.

* Strait Associates— Straitalso
proposedtwooptions. Hesaid each
design would be in the neighbor-
hood of 26,000 squarefeet.

Much of the building would in-
cludelight diffusing blocksinstead
of glassto helpinsulateand evenly
distributethelight. Hisfirst option
would facethewest, while hissec-
onddesignisangular and facesthe
southwest.

Senate
leader
arrested

TOPEKA (AP)— SenateMgjor-
ity Leader LanaOleen hasbecome
thesecond member of her chamber
tobearrested thisyear on suspicion
of driving under theinfluence.

Oleen, R-Manhattan, failedfield
sobriety and Breathalyzerstest af -
ter being stopped onasoutheastern
Topeka street about 12:30 a.m.
Tuesday, the Shawnee County
Sheriff’s Department said.

“1 regret thishas happened,” the
chamber’s No. 2 leader said in ¢
statement she distributed after
Tuesday’s Senate session.

“AsaKansascitizen, | amsubject
to the same rules as any other per-
son. | intend to answer the charges
againstme,” shesaid. " Inthemean-
time, itismy intention to continue
todiligently carry out my responsi-
bilities in the Senate as | always
have.”

Oleen, 53, declined to answer
questions after distributing the
statement to reporters.

Asked if Oleen would be re-
moved as mgjority leader, Senate
President Dave Kerr, R-
Hutchinson, said, “ Of coursenot.”

On Tuesday, the Senate debated
and voted on several bills, includ-
ing onerequiringthoseconvicted of
DUI to attend at least a 10-hour al-
cohol and drug treatment program.

Oleenremainedsilent duringthe
DUI bill debate but voted for the
measure, which passed 33-6.

Oleen was alone in her Jeep
Cherokeewhen shewasstopped by
a deputy who saw her driving
slowly and not staying in asingle
lane, said Deputy Martha L utz,
spokeswoman for the sheriff’s de-
partment.

“The slow speed and the failure
tomaintainthelaneiswhat alertec
the deputy who was on routine pa-
trol atthetime,” Lutzsaid. “ Shewas
extremely cooperativeand polite.”

Oleen was released from the
ShawneeCounty jail at 6 a.m. after
posting a $1,000 signature bond.
Her blood-alcohol level wasn't re-
leased by the district attorney’s of -
fice. Nocourt appearancehad been
scheduled.

Oleen has served in the Senate
since1989andasitsmajority leader
since2001. Republicanshold a30-
10 majority in the chamber.

Saddam would
be in gun’s sight

WASHINGTON (AP)
Saddam Hussein is being threat-
ened with trial asawar criminal if
the United States goesto war with
Irag. If the Iragi president and his
generals“takeinnocent life, if they
destroy infrastructure, they will be
held accountableaswar criminals,”
President Bush said Tuesday.

TheWhiteHousespokesmanAri
Fleischer offered a grimmer sce-
nario. Saddam and hisinner circle
wouldbelegitimatetargetsfor U.S.
forces, hesaid.

“If wegotowar inlrag, and hos-
tilitiesresult, commandand control
andtop generals, peoplewhoarein
chargeof fightingthewar tokill the
United States’ troops, cannot as-
sumethey will be safe,” he said.

B 1 | e Ty o —

Commissioners to meet

TheThomas County Commissionerswill meet on Friday
at9a.m. at the courthouse. Thiswill betheend of themonth
meeting and the public isurged to attend.

Senior Center feed is Saturday

The Senior Progress Center will hold a pancake and sau-

sagefeed on Saturday from7a.m.to2p.m. atthecenter. The
cost is $3. Proceeds will go toward the building’s upkeep.

The publicisurged to attend.

Help available with form filings

Freeassistanceinfilling out the Low Income Energy As-
sistance Program applicationsisavailabletoindividual swith
disabilitiesuntil March 31. Freeassistanceincompletingthe
Homestead Food Sales Tax Returns will be available until
April 15. For information, or to set up an appointment, call
(785) 625-6942 or (800) 569-5926.

‘Great Strides’ meeting Monday

The next monthly committee meeting for the Western
Kansas “Great Strides’ walk-a-thon to benefit the Cystic
FibrosisFoundationwill beheld Monday at 5:30 p.m. at the
Farm Credit Administrative offices, 375 S. Range, Colby.
Anyoneinterestedingettinginvolved shouldcall DorisReed
at (785) 465-7907 or attend the meeting.

Sacred Heart sets enrollment

Sacred Heart School will behol ding kindergarten and pre-
school enrollment on Wednesday, March 5, from 9 am.-3
p.m. inthe school lobby at 1150 W. 6th St. School officials
ask that parentsor guardiansbring acopy of their child’sbirth
certificate, immunization records, social security number,
and physical. For questions, call 462-2813.

Kindergarten enrollment scheduled

Kindergarten pre-enrollment for the 2003-04 school year
at Colby Grade School isfrom 7:30a.m.to 3 p.m. Friday in

the conference room at the school. For questions or what
paperwork is necessary, call 465-5100.

Childbirth education series to begin

The next Colby Childbirth Education serieswill start on
Thursday, March 6 will subsequent classes scheduled on
March20and 27,andApril 3. They will beheldintheHealth

Science Building on the Colby Community College Cam-
pus. Moreinformationisavailableat 462-6845, ask for Ting

Schrick.

Sweet Thunder sign-up announced

Sweet Thunder will holditsannual sign-up/informational
meeting on Sunday, March 9in Room 106, Student Union,
Colby Community College, at 3 p.m. Players and parents,

andothersinterested, areurgedtoattend. Call BarbWieland,

Manuel Rubio, Susan Wark, Donna Augustine or Tanye
Staatsfor additional information. Registration formsor ad-
ditional information is available on their website at
www.col bysweetthunder.org.
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