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Eagles leave nest
for state tourney

MICHELLE L. HAWKINS/Colby Free Press

(ABOVE) Colby Eagles’ head wrestling coach Mitch Beims gave
a pep talk at the rally and send-off for the team at school this
morning. Beims is taking nine wrestlers to the state tournament
at Wichita. (RIGHT) Anita Powell presented her son, Travis, a
blanket as he preparedto leave this morning for the tournament.
The wrestling moms all provided their sons with blankets featur-
ing an Eagle and their name. Travis finished fourth atthe regional
tournament last weekend at Goodland in the 112 pound weight

Rejected on 20-20 tally _
Senate vote surprises party leaders

TOPEKA (AP)— Senatorshave
rejected a bill to prevent a change
infederal tax lawsfrom costingthe
state $51 million ayear.

The 20-20 vote Wednesday sur-
prised leadersin both parties. Mi-
nority Leader Anthony Hensley, D-
Topeka, said heconsidered a“yes”
vote“ano-brainer.”

The measure has the support of
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius, whosaw it
asaway tolessenthepossibility that
shewould haveto cut spending af -
ter legislatorsadjournthe2003 ses-
sionin May.

Unlessthe bill isrevived by the
Senatetoday, it will die. But legis-
lators could incorporate its provi-
sionsinto some other bill.

AtissueisPresident Bush'spro-
posal to eliminate the federal in-
cometax paid by investorsonsome
stock dividends.

Kansas would be affected be-

Snow — maybe

Tonight...cloudy. Lowsinthe
mid teens. Southeast wind 5to
10 mph. Friday...cloudy witha
chanceof snow. Highsintheup-
per 20s. Light and variable
wind. Chance of snow 40 per-
cent. Friday night...mostly
cloudy. Lowsinthe mid teens.
Saturday...partly sunny. Highs
in the upper 30s. Saturday
night...partly cloudy. Lowsin
the upper teens.
Sunday...mostly clear. Highsin
thelower 40s.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 32

Low thismorning, 4

Soil temperature, 31

Year ago, 40 and -3

Month’ssnowfall, 5.3inches

Month’s precipitation, 0.40

Records, 77in 1904 and -10
in 1960

cause its tax code follows the fed-
eral tax code in determining resi-
dents' adjusted grossincomes.

Thebill saysthat Kansaswill tax
dividendstotheextent that thefed-
eral government does not, starting
in 2003.

Many Republicansdidikethehill
becauseitwouldgoagainst Bush’'s
proposal sand becausethey believe
the president’s plan is good tax
policy.

“Thiswasananti-Bushhill,” said
Sen. Robert Tyson, R-Parker.

“If we're going to do alittle tax
relief on the federal level, why
wouldn’t it benefit Kansas?’

But 16 of the Senate’ s30 Repub-
licans voted for the measure be-
cause of the state’s projected $750
million shortfall inthe next budget
year.

“It'samatter of being at the low
point — wethink — of aslumping

economy withabudget thatisbadly
out of balance,” said Senate Presi-
dent Dave Kerr, R-Hutchinson.

Lastyear, then-Gov. Bill Graves,
aRepublican, ordered $118million
incuts, about 2.6 percent of the$4.4
billion in spending financed with
general revenues.

Hedid so to prevent adeficit on
June 30, and most of hiscutswere
endorsed by Sebelius and ratified
by legislatorsthisyear.

Sebelius’ fellow Democrats had
anincentiveto vote for the bill be-
causeit could shield her from hav-
ing to make tough budget choices
on her own later thisyear.

But six of the Senate’s10 Demo-
cratsvoted against the measure.

“I"mnot surel understand why,”
Hensley said.

Sen. Jim Barone, D-Frontenac,
who voted against it, said lawmak-
ers should wait to see what Con-

gress enactsastax policy.

“| think it’s premature to begin
picking things off one by one,”
Baronesaid.

In other action by the Senate
body:

— Senators approved abill giv-
ing school districtsmoreflexibility
to pay rising utility and property
insurance costs.

— The House tentatively ap-
proved a bill pre-empting federal
ordersto saveland for prairiedogs
should the species be declared en-
dangered.

— Senators approved a bill al-
lowing Kansans to buy specialty
license plates supporting public
education.

— The Senate approved a bill
changing how vacanciesinelective
offices are filled, one Democrats
saw asaRepublicanattempttograb
power.

Big Apple’s skyline to go out of sight

NEW YORK (AP) — The city
intendstofill itsvacant skylinewith
an airy spirethat standstaller than
any other buildingintheworldand
defiantly recalls the year of
America’s independence with its
height of 1,776 feet.

The spire, accompanied by five
stark geometrical towers and sev-
eral smaller cultural buildings, has

been picked asthe model for rede-
veloping the site where the World
Trade Center once stood.
Architect Daniel Libeskind’sde-
sign callsfor preserving part of the
sunken pit that was the foundation
of theoriginal 1,350-foot twintow-
ers, where heimagines space for a
museum and a memorial to the
nearly 2,800victimswhodiedthere

on Sept. 11, 2001.

Libeskind, whosefirmisbasedin
Berlin, has estimated the cost of
building hisdesignat $330 million.
Officials have said insurance pay-
ments on the twin towers and pub-
lic money are expected to finance
theredevel opment, but thespecific
funding plan is one of many ques-
tionsthat remain.

Safety first

Fire chief reassures residents here
following Rhode Island tragedy

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Canwhat happenedin Rhodels-
landlast week that claimedthelives
of 97 peopleberepeated thesethou-
sands of milesaway?

Colby fire officials reassured
people here that pyrotechnics dis-
playsof any typearenot usedinany
Colby businesses or restaurants. A
nightclub fire in Warwick (R.I.)
which featured pyrotechnics at a
concert reduced the building to
nothing and left nearly 100 people
dead in amatter of minutes.

“Wewouldn’t allow those types
of fireworks,” ssidBobMcLemore,
Colby fire chief, “and we make
regular inspections to make sure
owners are in compliance with al
codes.”

Fire prevention codes, he said,
are put in place to protect people
whether intheworkplaceor at edu-
cational facilities, hospitals, day
care centers, and anywhere alot of
peoplewould congregate.

There arealot of thingsthefire
department checkstoinsurethatlife
safety featuresareeitherinworking
order or maintained, he said.

Those include all exits being
clear andthat they areunobstructed
and marked, emergency lightingis
sufficient, all firealarms, detection
and suppression systems are in
working order and exits are un-
locked when open to the public.

“ Another thing that people need
to be aware of is their surround-
ings,” McLemoresaid.

People tend to leave the same
way they camein, whether at ares-
taurant, movie theater, church,
courthouse, gymnasium or any
other number of public meeting
buildings.

In the event of an emergency,
most people will try to go out the

same way they went in, which
might not be the best way to exit
depending on wherethefirewoul o
break out.

McL emore said he recommends
that everyone train themselves tc
familiarize themselves with a sec-
ondary exit and how to get to it.

“1f youdon'tfeel safeor comfort-
able in a building after trying tc
identify another exit, don’t stay,” he
said.

Inaddition, both McLemoreanc
Karl McNorton, of theKansasFire
Marshal’ soffice, encourageevery-
oneto watch out for buildingsthat
house “vulnerable people,” like
those in nursing homes, the very
young, or those sick and injured or
incarcerated.

“Agency services are limited,”
McNorton said today, “and if you
findany exitsor other infractionsat
publichbuildings, pleasereport them
to the local authorities or our of-
fice.”

Should someone notice a prob-
lem, McNorton said they need to
fileacomplaint explainingwhat the
concernis, alongwithprovidingthe
address and phone number of the
business.

“Complaints are kept confiden-
tial,” hesaid, “soitisn’t necessary
to give your name when writing tc
us.”

In light of the recent nightclub
incident in Rhode Island in which
97 people died, state fire officials
want to continue to balance safety
and security for all Kansans.

“We all need to adhere to fire
codes, and public awarenessisthe
keytoavoidingtragedy inKansas,”
McNorton said.

For questions, call McLemoreat
(785) 462-4454 or McNorton with
theKansasFireMarsha;'sofficeat
(785) 296-3401.

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Fred
Rogers, who gently invited mil-
lions of children to be hisneigh-
bor ashost of thepublictelevision
show “ Mister Rogers' Neighbor-
hood” for more than 30 years,
died of cancer early today. Hewas
74.

Rogers died at his Pittsburgh
home, said family spokesman
David Newell, who played Mr.
M cFeely ontheshow. Rogershad

‘Mister Rogers'’ Is dead

been diagnosed with stomach
cancer sometime after the holi-
days, Newell said.

From 1968102000, Rogers, an
ordained Presbyterian minister,
produced the show at Pittsburgh
publictelevisionstation WQED.
Thefinal new episode, whichwas
tapedinDecember 2000, airedin
August 2001, though PBS affili-
ates continued to air back epi-
sodes.

Canadian plan dismissed

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Bushadministration onWednesday
dismissed a compromise proposal
by Canadato set an end-of-March
deadline for Iraq to comply with
U.N. disarmament demands.

After Secretary of State Colin
Powell conferred by telephonewith
Foreign Minister Bill Graham,
State Department spokesman Rich-
ardBoucher saidtheproposal “ only
procrastinates on adecision weall
should be prepared to take.”
Boucher recalled other govern-
mentstried earlier to set adeadline

for Irag. But he said, in the mean-
time “we have heard from inspec-
tors again, again and again” that
Iraqhad not agreed tofully disarm.

Earlier, President Bushofferedtc
Canadian Prime Minister Jean
Chretien* aresolutionthat hethinks
isthe way to go,” said spokesman
Ari Fleischer.“He' sconfidentinthe
end that his position will be ac-
cepted and voted on.”

Bush also called Prime Minister
Peter Medgyessy of Hungary,e
which hassupported theU.S. posi-
tion, to thank him for that backing.
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April 15. For information, or to set up an appointment, call
(785) 625-6942 or (800) 569-5926.

Exhibit closing, another opening
Tonight isthe final night to view Danielle Jones' art ex-
hibit at the Cultural Arts Center gallery on the campus of
Colby Community College from 7 to 9 p.m., said Kathy
Gordon, art instructor. On Sunday, the opening of Diane
Frazey Mahanna's art exhibit is featured from 2 to 4 p.m.,

alsointhe Cultural Arts Center gallery. For those unableto

make the Sunday premiere, Gordon said the exhibit can be
seenfrom 1to 5 p.m. daily or on weekendsby making prior

arrangements.

For questionson either of thesetwo exhibits, call Gordon

at 462-3984, ext. 310.

Careg Ivers group to meet

TheNorthwest KansasAreaAgency onAgingissponsor-
ing asupport group for caregivers. If you carefor someone
over the age of 60, you are encouraged to join the group at
Colby Community Collegeon March5at 7 p.m. in the Stu-

dent Union room 106.

Commissioners to meet

TheThomas County Commissionerswill meet on Friday
at 9a.m. at the courthouse. Thiswill betheend of the month
meeting and the public isurged to attend.

Senior Center feed is Saturday

The Senior Progress Center will hold a pancake and sau-
sagefeed on Saturday from7a.m.to 2 p.m. at thecenter. The
cost is $3. Proceeds will go toward the building’s upkeep.

The publicisurgedto attend.

Help available with form filings
Freeassistanceinfilling out the Low Income Energy As-
sistance Programapplicationsisavailabletoindividual swith
disabilitiesuntil March 31. Freeassistanceincompletingthe
Homestead Food Sales Tax Returnswill be available until

‘Great Strides’

The next monthly committee meeting for the Western

meeting Monday

Kansas “Great Strides” walk-a-thon to benefit the Cystic
FibrosisFoundationwill beheld Monday at 5:30 p.m. at the

Farm Credit Administrative offices, 375 S. Range, Colby.
Anyoneinterestedingettinginvolved should call DorisReed
at (785) 465-7907 or attend the meeting.

Sweet Thunder sign-up announced

Sweet Thunder will holditsannual sign-up/informational

meeting on Sunday, March 9in Room 106, Student Union,
Colby Community College, at 3 p.m. Players and parents,
andothersinterested, areurgedtoattend. Call BarbWieland,
Manuel Rubio, Susan Wark, Donna Augustine or Tanya
Staatsfor additional information. Registration formsor ad-
ditional informationisavailable on their website.
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