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Community loses

prominent voice
Don D. Phillips dies at age 91

By TOM (TD) DREILING
Free Press Publisher

The Colby community has lost
one of its most active, prominent,
respected citizens in the death of
DonadDalePhillips, 91, at L antern
Park Manor on Sunday.

Mr. Phillips’ involvements
throughout hislifewerelegendand
covered a vari-
ety of interests
and concerns.
He was a mem-
ber of the Kan-
sasBarAssocia-
tion for more
than 50 years,
and was admit-
ted to practice
before the Kan-
sas Supreme
Courtin 1935 and beforethe Tenth
Circuit Court of Appealsin 1970.

Hewas appointed United States
Magistrate Judgefor theDistrict of
Kansasin 1969, andretiredfromthe
federal judiciary in 1984.

Mr. Phillips ran the Colby and
Lyric theaters, opened the Colby
drive-intheaterin 1950, and owned
drive-in theaters in Phillipsburg,
McCook, Neb. and Longmont,
Colo.

Mr. Phillips took responsibility
for thefront pagesof theColby Free
Pressfor several yearsafter hisfa-
ther died. Helater keptintouchwith
readers by turning out a popular
column, “Mostly Movies.” Hiscol-
umnscontinuedintheFreePressup
until early 2002.

He was Colby’s mayor from
1965-1969. Mr. Phillips, and many

Don Phillips

others, was instrumental in estab-
lishing Colby Community College,
and was a member of the advisory
board from 1965-1967. He was
among agroupwho persuaded state
officialstobuild1-70tothesouth of
Colby, andduetohisandtheefforts
of others, the community enjoys
hospital facilities.

HewasCol by BusinessPer son of
the Year in 1986, and named Citi-
zen of the Year in 1989 by the
KiwanisClub. Hewasamember of
the Rotary Club for more than 60
yearsand established Phillips Park
to honor his parents.

Mr. Phillips was born on March
12,1911 in Goodland. He is sur-
vivedby hiswifeof 63years,Arliss;
two sons: Richard Phillips, Kansas
City, Kan.,and David Phillips, Prai-
rie Village; a daughter, Pamela
Phillips, Altman, Texas; a sister,
Dorothy Crabb, Colby; and 6
grandchildren and 1 great-grand-
child. Hewasprecededin death by
hisbrother, Kim.

VisitationisTuesday from9a.m.
to 5 p.m. at Harrison Chapel. Me-
morial services will be held on
Wednesday at 2 p.m. at the chapel
with Pastor JamesMardock presid-
ing.A privatefamily gravesideser-
vice will be held at Beulah Cem-
etery in Colby.

Memorial donations may be
made to the Thomas County His-
torical Society or Colby Commu-
nity College and may beleft at any
Colby bank or at Harrison Chapel.

TheFreePresswill completethe
activelife of one of itsbest known
citizensin Tuesday’s edition.

Overland Park attorney
elected Dem’s chairman

TOPEKA (AP) — Unlike two
yearsago, el ectionof aDemocratic
state chairman supported by
Kathleen Sebeliuswent of f without
incident thisyear.

Of course, Sebeliusisgovernor,
not just the party’s expected nomi-
nee. And her choice, Overland Park
attorney Larry Gates, drew no op-
position from union leaders, as
Sebelius' candidate did two years
ago.
The result was the Democratic
State Committee’ sunanimousvote
Saturday for Gates as chairmanin
2003-05 and wholelot of harmony
among activists who gathered for
theparty’ sannual WashingtonDays
convention.

“No bloodletting. No tear gas,”
said DanLykins, aTopekaattorney
whowasre-electedtheparty’sstate

treasurer. “ Everybody’s happy.”

Gates, 55, hasbeen activein the
party for more than 30 years, in-
volvedinraising money for candi-
dates who included Gov. Joan
Finney in 1990 and Sebelius last
year. He replaces state Rep. Tom
Sawyer, of Wichita, whohad served
as party chairman for four years,
after his unsuccessful 1998 cam-
paign against GOP Gov. Bill
Graves re-election.

Traditionally, activists and offi-
cials see agovernor as the party’s
leader, and the state committee ac-
cepts the candidate backed by the
governor for state chairman.

But that’snot alwaysthe case—
asGateshimself found outin1983.
Backed then by Gov. John Carlin,
Gates lost to Wichita labor leader
Pat Lehman.

Spelling bee stress
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Andrea Dizmang, the third grade daughter of Alan and Bonnie
Dizmang of Colby, very carefully spelled out her word during the
spelling bee held lastweek atthe Colby Grade School. The spell-

ing bee was sponsored by the Parent Teacher Organization and
included participants from third, fourth and fifth grade. Complete
resultswill be in Tuesday’s edition of the Free Press.

MICHELLE L. HAWKINS/Colby Free Press

Turkey’s surprise a

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) —
Turkey'ssurprisergjectionof aU.S.
troop deploymentisforcingAmeri-
can planners to rethink a strategy
that called for attacks from two
fronts to hit Saddam Hussein's
army so ferociously his forces
would have quickly collapsed.

Turkey’sparliament rejected the
U.S. request on Saturday, leaving
the U.S. plan to base 62,000 U.S.
soldiersonlrag'snorthernborderin
disarray.

Washington was so sure that it
would gain Turkey’s support that
cargoshipscarryingU.S.armor are
waiting off the Turkish shore and
hundreds of jeeps and trucks have
aready been unloaded in southern
Turkey.

InGermany, thetopU.S. military
commander inEuropesaid military
officialswereconsidering alternate
plansif Turkey remainssteadfastin
itsrgjection of aU.S. deployment.

“It’s very much await and see

situation at the moment,” Marine
Gen. James L. Jones, SupremeAl-
lied Commander in Europe, told
reporters.

Atopofficial inTurkey’sgovern-
ing Justiceand Devel opment Party,
Eyup Fatsa, said Parliament isn’t
planning to take up theissueinthe
“foreseeable future.” But Foreign
Minister Yasar Yakis appeared to
leavethe door openfor anew vote,
saying leaderswill conduct a“ pro-
cessof evaluation.”

BasingtroopsinTurkey,onlrag's
northernborder,issocrucial toU.S.
war plans that American negotia-
torsoffered some$15billioninaid
totrytowinover Turkishapproval.

U.S. and Turkish generals agree
that anorthern front would lead to
a shorter and less bloody war, but
Turkish public opinion is over-
whelmingly againstawar. Legisla-
torsfailed to approve the measure
by just three votes, despite lobby-
ing by Secretary of State Colin

Cold, snow

Tonight...cloudy, a 20 per-
cent chance for snow, lowsin
the20s. Tuesday...cloudy, a20
percent chancefor snow, much
colder with highs only in the
upper 20s, northeast winds up

to 20 mph. Tuesday
night...cloudy, a 50 percent
chance for snow, lows 10-15.
Wednesday...partly sunny,
highsintheupper 30s. Wednes-
day night...clear, lowsin the
teens. Thursday, partly sunny,
highsin the lower 50s.

Thenumbers

Monday’shigh, 35

Low thismorning, 18

Soil temperature, 32

Year ago, 26 and -7

Month’s snowfall, 00.00

Month'sprecipitation, 00.00

Records, 80in 19374 and-22
in 1960 (coldest March tem-
perature ever for Colby)

City council
agenda told
for Tuesday

TheColby City Council will pull
up their chairsto the table at 7:30
p.m. Tuesday to engagein another
session of city business.

The meeting, asisall city coun-
cil meetings, isheld at City Hall at
585 N. Franklin.

Among old business mattersis
registration of privatewellswithin
thecity limits, and under new busi-
nessisrecommendation of theair-
port board on airport management

contract.

The council will also approve
the appointment of Carolyn
Armstrong, city manager, as
“Resident Member” and Mayor
Warren Hixson as “Alternate
Member” to the Kansas Munici-
pal Energy Agency board of direc-
tors.

They will also signal approval
of aretail cereal malt beverageli-
censefor DoubleU’son S. Range.

bummer for U.S.

Powell.

Thenorthern front wasalso con-
sidered vital to maintaining stabil-
ityinnorthernirag. Turkey hassaid
itwill send troopsinto the Kurdish
areas of northern Iraq if thereisa
war, amove that Iragi Kurds who
haveautonomy therehavevowedto
resist.

With a northern front a war
“wouldbequicker, therewould cer-
tainly befar fewer casualties... and
farlessrisk of civil tensionsinlrag,”
said Anthony Cordesman, an Irag
expertwiththeCenter for Strategic
and International StudiesinWash-
ington.

The northern plan called for the
4th Infantry “lronhorse” Division
and parts of the 101st Airborne
“Screaming Eagles” Division to
seizetheoil-richcitiesof Mosul and
Kirkuk and drive toward the south
when war started, expertssaid.

Taking the oil citieswould be a
sharp blow to Saddam and would

also be palitically important. Both
Kurdsand Turkshaveclaimstothe
cities and each side wants to make
suretheother doesnot gaincontrol.

Meanwhile, the 255 U.S. strike
fightersthat would bebasedinTur-
key wouldfly bombing missionsin
Irag.

Aircraftincluding attack helicop-
terscarrying anti-tank missilesanc
machine guns would fly out of
Turkish border areasto strafe | ragi
troops and paralyze transport on
Iraqi roads, experts said.

“Theideaisto seizeasmuch ter-
ritory as possible,” said Toby
Dodge, aMiddle East specialist at
Warwick University in England.
“All of thisisdesigned to ... break
the command and control of the
army and lead to acoup.”

After seizing the ail cities, the
northern troopswould be poised to
start moving south toward
Saddam’s hometown of Tikrit anc
later Baghdad, expertssaid.

A call she won't forget

TOPEKA (AP)— Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius endured repeated but
good-natured ribbing Saturday
about her recent cell phone no-no
call.

Last week, Sebelius attended an
event at theWhiteHousewith other
governors, where her cell phone
rang during a speech by President
Bush, who was annoyed. All day
Saturday, cell phone jokes

abounded at Kansas Democrats’
annual Washington Daysfestivities
held over theweekendinin Topeka.

During a meeting of the Demo-
cratic State Committee, the phone
of someone sitting near Sebelius
with fellow delegateswent off.

The noise prompted her to stand
andexclaiminmock frustration, “ It
isn't me!” to the laughter of party
activists.
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New exhibit opens at college

Diane Frazey Mahanna's art exhibit is now open at the
Cultural Arts Center gallery at Colby Community College.

April 15.

Kathy Gordon, artinstructor, saidtheexhibit canbeseenfrom

1to5p.m. daily or on weekendsby prior arrangements. For
questions, call Gordon at 462-3984, ext. 310.

Careg Ivers group to meet

TheNorthwest KansasAreaAgency onAgingissponsor-
ingasupport groupfor caregiversonWednesday. If you care
for someone over the age of 60, you are encouraged tojoin

thegroup at Colby Community Collegeat 7 p.m. inthe Stu-

dent Union room 106.

Help available with form filings
Freeassistanceinfilling out the Low Income Energy As-

sistance Program applicationsisavailabletoindividual swith

disabilitiesuntil March 31. Freeassistanceincompletingthe

Childbirth education series to begin
The next Colby Childbirth Education serieswill start on
Thursday with subsequent classes scheduled March 20 and
27,andApril 3. They will beheldintheHealth ScienceBuild-
ing onthe Colby Community College Campus. Moreinfor-
mation isavailable at 462-6845, ask for Tina Schrick.

For information, or to set up an appointment, call (785)
625-6942 or (800) 569-5926.

Sacred Heart enrollment this week
Sacred Heart School will holdkindergartenand pre-school
enrollment on Wednesday from 9 am.-3 p.m. in the school
lobby at 1150 W. 6th St. School officialsask that parentsor
guardians bring acopy of their child’sbirth certificate, im-
muni zation records, social security number, and physical.
For questions, call 462-2813.

Homestead Food Sales Tax Returnswill be availableuntii Red Cross course to begin

The Thomas County Chapter of the American Red Cross
announces atwo-day instructor training course on Tuesday

and Wednesday, March 11 and 12, with times to be an-
nounced. Classeswill also be offered by arrangement for &

7161.

“Ready, Set, Roll” classto train driversin the emergency
response vehicle driversand an introductory classto disas-
ter services. Toenroll, call theRed Crossofficeat (785) 462-

Coursesare held at the Thomas County Office Complex.

Cemetery board meets Thursdays

20and April 24.

TheColby Cemetery District board meetingswill beheld
onThursdaysfor thenext coupleof months, reminded Rel dz
Galli, board member. The meetingswill continueto be helc
at theThomasCounty Courthousebeginningat 2 p.m. Boarc
membersshould notethat Thursday meetingsincludeMarch

For questions, call Galli at 462-3670.
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