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Eaglesdefeat Ulysses, 72-39

By RALPHWOLF
Colby Free Press

TheColby High School boysbas-
ketball team came away witha72-
39 victory over the Ulysses Tigers
in the first round of action at the
Class 4A Sub-State tournament at
the Community Building on Mon-
day night.

The Eaglescameout stronginthe
opening quarter as they outscored
Ulysses 22-5. Colby continued to
dominateinthesecond periodasthey
held Ulyssesto just 2 points while
knocking down 12 points to take a
comfortable 34-7 |ead at the half.

Ulyssescameout fromthebreak
and put up 15 pointsto Colby’s 13
inthethird quarter. The Eagles put

the game away in the fourth quar-
ter by adding 25 pointswhilehol d-
ing theTigersto 11 points.

Landon Stover led al scorersin
the contest with 18 points. Landon
wasalso credited with 4 rebounds,
1 steal and 1 assist. Jordan Harris
followed with 17 points, ateam
high 9 rebounds, and 1 steal.

Shane Stover and MattAugustine
each contributed 8 points and 7
boards. Shane also had 1 steal,
while Augustine recorded 4 steals
and 3assists. Jared Dinkel cameoff
the bench and scored 6 points,
grabbed 2reboundsand had 1 steal.

CarsonMcK eefinishedthegame
with 5 points, 1 rebound, 2 steals
and 3 assists. Jeff Reavisand Jared

Cranston both recorded 4 points
apiece. Reavis came away with 2
rebounds, 1 steal and 1 blocked
shot. Cranston led the team with 5
stealsand also 1 assist.

Rounding out the scoring was
Brian Sulzmanwith 2 pointsand 1
rebound. Jordon Cranstonreceived
credit for 1 rebound, 1 steal and 2
assists. Derek Elliott was credited
with 1 assist.

The Eagles shot 61 percent from
thefield, 20 percent (1-5) from be-
hind the three-point line, and they
were43percent fromthefreethrow
line.

TheEagleswill faceScott City in
thesemi-fnalson Thursday night at
the Community Building.

Lady Eagles pick up 20th win

By RALPHWOLF
Colby Free Press

The Colby High School Lady
Eagles picked up their 20th win of
the season on Monday night in the
first round of the Class 4A Sub-
State competition at the Commu-
nity Building. The Eaglesdefeated
the Ulysses Lady Tigers by the fi-
nal score of 78-20.

Colby jumpedouttoanearly 17-
2 lead at the end of the first period
and held a 41-6 advantage as they
headed into the locker room at the
break. In the third quarter, Colby
outscored Ulysses17-7and20-7in
thefinal stanza.

TheEagleshad abalanced attack
with ten playersscoring inthecon-
test. Brianna Swafford led theway

with 15 points, 2 steals, and 2 as-
sists. Emily Sloan and Summar
Stephens were both credited with
14 pointsapiece. Stephensal sohad
9 rebounds, 5 steals, 9 assists, and
1 blocked shot.

Sloan camedownwith 7 boards,
2 steals, and 3 blocked shots. Ivy
Ramsey tossed in 9 points, hauled
down 7 rebounds, recorded 3steals
and dished out 2 assists. Amanda
Seemann scored 8 points, grabbed
1 rebound, and had 5 assists.
Samantha Wolf finished the game
with atotal of 5 points, 2 stealsand
2 assists.

JessicaStephensconnectedfor 5
points, 2 rebounds, and 1 assist.
Bethanie Linden added 4 points, 5
rebounds, and 1 assist beforeleav-

ing the gamewith adislocated fin-
ger lateinthefirst half.

Desiree Sharp and Shawna Cox
each scored 2 points, with Sharp
recording a steal and Cox came
away witharebound. MarciaKaus
hauled down 4 rebounds, while
Shea McKee recorded a steal.
Breann Hart issidelined after hav-
ing her knee scoped on Friday.

The Eagles shot 46 percent from
2-point land, 38 percent from be-
yondthearcand 56 percent fromthe
charity stripe.

The Lady Eagles advanceto the
semi-finals on Friday night at the
Community Building against the
winner of the Scott City vs.
Concordia game which will be
played tonight.

Alley oop

Casey Shaw of Golden Plains went over the top of Brewster defenders to make the shot during
the regional championship game on Saturday night. Golden Plains defeated Brewster 60-50 to
advance to the sub-state games in Hays. On the girls side of the bracket, Brewster’s Lady Bull-
dogs pulled off a 58-34 victory over Triplains for the sub-state berth.
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Trojan wrestlers finish number two at national tournament

By LES BROWN
Colby Free Press

The Colby Community College
Trojan wrestlerstraveled to Roch-
ester, Minn. this past weekend to
competeintheNational Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association national
tournament. And, while they fell
just shortintheir bidto bring home
the school’s second national wres-
tling team championship, theteam
represented their school, the large
contingent of Colby fansin atten-
dance and the community in fine
fashion.

The Trojans accumulated 135
team points in the tournament,
whichwasfivepointsbehind North
| daho’schampionshiptotal of 140,
and secured All-American honors
in seven weight classes. Thisin-
cluded tournament finalistsin four
weight classes and two national

champions.

Muzaffar Abdurakhmanov
earned the national title at 157
poundsinavery entertaining cham-
pionshipmatchwithHarper’sMike
Rio. Trailing 10-6 in the second
period, Abdurakhmanov scored a
reversal duringascrambleandwent
directlyintoacradletoscorethefall
that earned him the national cham-
pionship. The win ran
Abdurakhmanov’ sseasonrecordto
31-3 overall and 20-0 against jun-
ior college competition.

The Trojan’s second national
champion was C.B. Dollaway at
184 pounds. Dollaway advancedto
the championship finals with two
first period falls and a 10-0 major
decisionto set-upashowdownwith
top ranked Mike Massenzio of
Bergin Community College.

Massenzio was atwo-time state

champion in New Jersey and won
the NHSCA high school national
championship. The highly touted
collegiaterecruitinitially signed at
North Carolina State University,
transferred to the University of
West Virginiaandfinally landed at
Bergin Community College at the
onset of thisyear’s second semes-
ter.

Dollaway entered thesecond pe-
riod of his match trailing 4-2, but
scored thefall lessthan thirty sec-
onds into the second period on the
strength of awell executed cradle.
Thewinadvanced Dollaway’ssea-
sonrecordto 39-4 overall and 26-1
against junior collegecompetition.

Both Abdurakhmanov and
Dollaway haveayear of junior col-
lege eligibility remaining and will
bethebaseof astrong nucleusfrom
which Coach Steve Lampe will

buildwhat will no doubt beanother
national championship contender.

Earning runner-up finishes for
the Trojans were Erkin
Tadzhimetov at 133 pounds and
BryanMiller at 149 pounds. Erkin
lost hisfinals bout to Paul Collum
of lowa Central and Miller lost to
ChrisNedensof NorthIdaho. Both
Tadzhimetov and Miller had de-
feated their championship bout op-
ponentson prior occasionsthissea
son, but camejust short of earning
thenational championshipthispast
weekend. Miller ended his career
as atwo-time NJCAA All-Ameri-
can and Tadzhimetov earned his
first All-American honor after
transferring from Central Missouri
State University.

Both of these sophomores con-
tributed greatly to the overall level
of success this team was able to

achievethis season.

AlsoearningAll-Americanhon-
orsfor Colby wereO.T. Johnson at
149 pounds, Roshawn Haldarov at
165 poundsandAlibek Pardakul ov
at 174 pounds.

Johnson saw his season end pre-
maturely when hefractured abone
inhishand duringa4-3consolation
quarterfinal win. Theinjury forced
Johnson to retire from the tourna-
ment and defaulttoasixthplacefin-
ish. Johnson was also atwo-time
NJCAA All-American.

Ha darov placed eighthat the 165
pound weight classand is eligible
to return for another season of eli-
gibility.

Pardakulov placed third in the
event at 174 pounds after a heart-
breaking semi-final loss. Theim-
mensely talented sophomore had
previously beaten bothindividuals

March Madness continues as Trojans host play-off

The 2002-2003 Colby Trojans
host ahomeplayoff gameWednes-
day evening. The24-6 Trojanstake
on Labette Community College
(17-13) from the Jayhawk Eastern
Division. TheTrojansfinishedtied
for secondinthe Jayhawk West and
arethe#2 west seed and L abetteis
the#7 east team.

Many questionswill beanswered
about how big thisevent (first ever
Jayhawk Conference home playoff
game) really isto the peoplein all
of northwest Kansas and precisely
in Colby. Will there be a standing
room only crowd? Will anyone
camp out to get in line for tickets?
(Remember no advance ticket
sales.) Will the tailgate run out of
hamburgers? Do the businesses
closedown early andthemerchants
make their way to the community
building? Are other eventsin the
areapostponed or canceled? What
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will thecommitmentlevel of every-
onebeforthisfirsttimeevent?Will
everyone and anyone (old and
young) paint their faces? Will you
be waving your Trojan bandanna?
Will people need their earplugs?
March Madnessbringsout the best
inbasketball fans! March Madness
answers many questions!
TheLady Trojansfinishedat 17-
13 overall and 9-7 in the league.
They earned ahome playoff game
by defeating Pratt Saturday night.
The ladies will also play Labette
(18-12). Colby women are the #4
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team from the west and Labetteis
the#5team fromtheeast. Itwill be
awesome having aplayoff double-
header on Wednesday. Gametimes
will beat 6 and 8 p.m.

Finally, we hope to see you
Wednesday night andtrust that you
will follow both the men and
womeninthe Region VI playoffs.

Jottings:

Theplayoff tailgatewill begin at
5p.m. TheColby Community Col-
lege athletic department will serve
hamburgers, chips, pop, etc. Besure
to get to the community building

Brewster basketball player signswith Sterling

STERLING — AliciaCollett, a
senior at Brewster High School, has
signed al etter of
intent to play
basketball at
Sterling Col-
lege. Sheisthe
first player to
sign with Ster-
ling College for
next season.

Collett, a
510" forward,
currently aver-
ages 15 points per game and 8 re-
bounds per gameasastarter for the
Brewster Bulldogs.

“We are very excited that Alicia
isjoining our program,” said Ster-
ling College Head Women's Bas-
ketball Coach LonnieKruse. “Ali-
ciaisastrong player with good ath-
letic skills. She is a natural
rebounder and has the ability to
scorepointsaroundthebasket. | am

Collett

very pleased shewasthefirst player
to commit to our program for next
season.”
Collettwasafirstteamall-league
asajunior and athird team all-
league selection as a sophomore.
Collett’ssophomoreseasonsheled
Kansas Class 1A in rebounding
with an average of 11.9 agame.
Academically, sheplanstomajor
in Biology/Pre-Med at Sterling
Collegeandwill receiveaPresiden-
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tial Scholarshipfor academicexcel-
lence.

She has been named to the Sage
Brush All-Tournament team twice
and the Orange and Black Classic
All-Tournament Team once.

At Brewster, Collett has been
namedAll-LeagueAcademicandis
amember of National Honor Soci-
ety.

Sheisthe daughter of Scott and
AliceCollett of Levant.

FAIRBANKS, Alaska (AP) —
Sixty-four dogteamspushed off on
the frozen Chena River, launching
the 31st Iditarod Trail Sled Dog
Race along a new route drawn up
because of Alaska’'s unusually
warm winter.

An unusually warm season and
lack of snow hascreated the oddest
Iditarod sincethe1,100-mileraceto

Nomebeganin 1973.

It’s the first time the race has
started so far north and with are-
vised routethat extendsthetrail by
70 miles and leaves alot of un-
knowns, evenfor veteran mushers.

In Fairbanks, several thousand
fans turned out to witness the
Iditarod’s first appearance in the
city.

early and get your seat. Thetickets
for theplayoff gamewill goonsale
at approximately 5 p.m.

Jayhawk West scores from this
past Saturday: Garden City 63-52
over Butler, Hutchover Seward 75-
59, Colby over Pratt 100-87, Barton
over Dodge City 80-55. Barton has
clinchedthenumber oneseedfrom
thewestinthe Region VI playoffs.
The west teams will be odd num-
bered seeds in this year’s tourna-
ment. Thetop 8 teamsin the West
will qualify and be seeded 1,3,5,7,
etc. The East teams will be even
numbered seeds 2,4,6,8 etc.

Our bracket for the Region Play-
offsisvery tough. Thewinner of our
first round game will take on the
winner of Butler number 11 at
Neosho number 6. Coffeyville
number two and Hutch number
seven (they both should win first
round games) will also bein our
bracket and that would set up apo-
tential rematch in the semi-finals.

A win Wednesday would set our

gametime at 6 p.m. on Sunday in
Salinaat the Bi-Centennial Center.
If the Ladies win Wednesday they
will play the 8 p.m. game on Satur-
day night.

Congratulations to the Trojan
wrestlers on their National Cham-
pionship-Runner-up finish! Also,
congrats to the Eagle wrestlers on
another great season!

Good Luck to the Eagles and
Lady Eaglesin sub-state!

The Trojan Dunk-O-Meter is
now over 100. Weespecially thank
Colby Canvas and Steve Molstad
for providing the banner.

Wecould not besuccessful with-
out the support of all our fans and
sponsors. Our games sponsorsthis
year are: Stephens Construction,
S& T Communications, Western
Sprinklers, Pepsi of Colby,
Culligan of Colby, McDonald's of
Colby, Taco John’ sof Colby, Nancy
and Lyle Saddler, Thomas County
Feeders, Gambino’s, and Donita
and Ed Mildenberger.

Colby

Colby

Sports this week

Thursday - Colby - Second round of boys sub-state basketball in
Friday - Colby - Second round of girlss sub-state basketball in

Saturday - Colby - boysand girlssub-state basketball final sin Col by

EAT HEARTY.....
—STEAK FRY

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.

Your choice of Potato and Salad

COLBY VFW

MEMBERS & GUESTS
WELCOME!

who placed ahead of him at the na-
tional meet.

Also competing for the Trojans
were Davey Dyke, Derek
Daugherty and Rio Mayo. Dyke
compiled a 1-2 record at 125
pounds. Daugherty went 2-2 at 197
pounds and finished onewin short
of All-American honors in the
event. Rio May compiled a 1-2
record in the 285 pound division.

While the Trojansfell just short
of their national championship
goal, the season was very success-
ful, none-the-less, as the team es-
tablished new recordsfor dual meet
winsin aseason, consecutive dual
meet victories and number of na-
tional tournament qualifiers. Anc
C.B.Dollaway’spininthenational
championship enabled him to tie
Daniel Cormier’s team record for
fallsinaseason.

The outlook for next season’s
team also looks favorable as the
team could return as many as twa
national champions, another All-
American and two additional na-
tional tournament qualifiers. Nottc
mentionseveral solidwrestlerswho
toiled in the practice room all sea-
sonlong, but did not seetimeinthe
varsity line-up.

Fares
Are Racing

Downhill.

Fly Frontier Jet
Expressto
Denver.

Ditch the Drive.

Fly Wichita Mid-Continent Airport.

For the latest low fares,
see ditchthedrive.com.

Certain restrictions apply:
Seats are limited and may not
be available on all flights. Fares
are non-refundable and non-
transferable. Fares do not
include a $3.00 federal excise
tax that will be imposed on
each flight segment of your
itinerary. A flight segment is
defined as a takeoff and a
landing. Fares do not include
a 9/11 Security Fee of up to
$10 per round-trip. Passenger
facility charges of up to $18
round-trip may apply, depending
on specific itinerary. All other
normal restrictions apply.
Tickets must be purchased by
March 7, 2003. Travel is valid
Mar.1, 2003 thru Dec. 31, 2003.
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