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Accident
sends two
to Denver

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

Twinbothers, Leoand Paul Zerr,
74, of Oakley wereflownfrom Citi-
zens Medical Center in Colby on
Monday to Denver after their car
washitfromtherear by asemi truck
and engulfedinflames, eight miles
east of Colby.

Shortly before 11 p.m., officers
from boththe KansasHighway Pa-
trol and Thomas County Sheriff’s
Office were alerted to a vehicle
driving east on Interstate-70 with-
out headlights on. It was reported
thevehiclewasdrivingvery slowly,
around 20 miles per hour.

Patrolman Mitch Nolette of the
highway patrol said officers were
on theway to check into the situa-
tionwhentheaccident happened, so
officers were on scene within a
short time.

Nolette said a semi driven by
StevenDulingof Madrid, lowa. had
comeup onthevehiclequickly and
struck the back end. The Zerr car
spun off theroad and into the south
ditch. The semi, which had been
badly damaged by theaccident, lost
control and also ended up in the
south ditch.

As the Zerr’s 1986 Chrysler
caught on fire, both Leo and Paul
wereseatbeltedinside. Nolettesaid
Thomas County Sheriff’s officer,
JimEngel, wasabletoremoveboth
of them from the car before it was
completely engulfedin flames.

Duling, 46, wasabletoescapethe
accident uninjured, and while nei-
ther Leo or Paul Zerr were burned
in the accident, they were taken to
Citizens Medical Center in Colby.
Nolette said today that the Zerrs
were transferred by plane to St.
Anthony’s Hospital in Denver.
Condition reports on the brothers
arenot available.

City employees Ron Kogler and Wheat Lippelmann were out this morning, as the temperatures
were warming up, working on new bleachers for the ball diamonds. Two new sets of bleachers
are in the works for this year. Director of Public Works, Gerry Bieker, said the new bleachers will
have tin backs and roofs to prevent people from getting hurt from fly-balls from the other diamonds.

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Anordinance addressing per-
mitsfor private wellsinthecity
wasdiscussed at the Colby City
Council meeting earlier this
week.

When completed, the new or-
dinance will require anyone
planningtodrill privatewellsto
register withthecity throughits
uniform plumbing code, said
Carolyn Armstrong, city man-

In the city of Colby
New ordinance will affect private wells

Although there is no approval
process, she said, theformwill in-
dicatewherethewellsareand how
deep so that the city has away to
track locations.

Thecostfor registeringwellswas
set at $15 and the city’s attorney,
Joel Kriss, will be bringing back a
final draft for approval at afuture
meeting.

Thecouncil alsoacceptedtheair-
port board’s recommendation to
solicit bidsfor theairport manager
contract due to expire in June of

2003.

Armstrong saidtheboard hadre-
ceived proposals from interested
peopleand asked thecouncil tocon-
sider advertisingtheposition. Mark
Ostmeyer is currently the airport
manager.

In other business:

* The city hired Alicia Moore,
who is a new accounts payable
clerk.

* Darrel Follis, councilman, was
selected by the council to serve on
the Thomas County

Commissioner’s Recycle Com-
mittee, which isanewly formed
entity that will look at regional re-
cycling.

* Paperwork for theviaduct re-
moval and intersection project
hasbeen completed, accordingto
information Armstrong received
from the state, and bids are ex-
pected to begininApril.

The next council meeting is
scheduledfor 7:30 p.m., Tuesday,
March 18, in council chambers.
For questions, call 462-4410.

More warm

Tonight...Becoming mostly
clear. Lows in the upper 20s.
West wind around 15 mph.
Friday...Partly sunny and con-
tinued warm. Highsin the mid
60s. West wind 15 mph becom-

ing south late. Friday
night...Mostly clear. Lowsinthe
lower 30s. Saturday...Mostly
sunny. Highsinthemid 60s. Sat-
urday night...Mostly clear.
Lows in the upper 20s.
Sunday...Mostly clear. Highsin
themid 60s.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 31

Low thismorning, 5

Soil temperature, 33

Year ago, 49 and 21

Month’s snowfall, trace

Month’s precipitation, 0.03

Records, 77in1934and-19in
1948

Hospital, doctor
matter Is before
Appeals Court

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Citizens Medical Center, Inc. is
askingtheKansasCourt of Appeals
to overturn a decision made by a
district court judge in Thomas
County that would have barred a
Colby doctor from seeing patients
atitsfacility.

Ina40-pagedocument submitted
tothe Court of Appealsinthelatter
part of January, Carol Bonebrakeof
Topeka, who represents the hospi-
tal, said that the District Court of
Thomas County abused its discre-
tionby denyingthehospital’ssum-
mary suspension and additionally
by refusing to order Dr. Victor H.
Hildyard |l to post abond duringthe
pendency of that injunction.

In not allowing the hospital to
enforce the summary suspension,
Bonebrakesaid, thefacility isbeing
held hostage whilethe peer review
proceedings are in progress. She
argued that the judgeinterfered in
the hospital’s decision to suspend
the doctor, who is alleged to have
used offensive language with staff
and also put patient care at risk.

Conversely, Michael O’ Neal,
representing Hildyard, said in his
response during the latter part of
February that the lower court did
not abuseitsdiscretion in denying
thehospital’smotiontodissolvethe
temporary restraining order andre-
quire posting of bond.

O’ Neal also argued that the ap-
peal should bedismissedfor lack of
jurisdiction and because theissues
rai sed by thehospital shouldbecon-
sidered “moot.”

Bonebrake also claimed in her
brief that Hildyard’ sactions, based
ontestimony by Janine Colson, the
risk manager at Citizens Medical
Center, that heviolated the Federa
Emergency Medical Treatmentand
Active Labor Act (EMTALA),
which at the time of the oral argu-
ment with the district judge, was
still under investigation.

“The hospital was required to
submit a plan of correction,” she
told the appeals court, “and if the
plan of correction is not accepted,
Citizens Medical Center, Inc.,

standstoloseitsMedicareprogram
funding which totals in the neigh-
borhood of $15 millionayear.”

On the other hand, O’ Neal said
that in awritten report from there-
ceiving physician in Hays regard-
ingtheallegedEMTALA violation,
therewasnothing tosuggest that the
meansof transportationtotheHays
facility wasinappropriate.

“The Colby hospital,” he said
earlier thisweek, “didn’t bother tc
requestthisopinionor learnthetrue
facts before self-reporting. We re-
ceived a similar opinion from Dr.
LaDonna Regier, the hospital’s
chief of staff.”

For those unfamiliar with what
EMTALA is, reference has been
madethat thisisconsidered“ patient
dumping.”

Prior to the hospital filing the
appeal, Judge Jack L. Burr hac
twice ordered the hospital to give
Hildyard privileges. The first at-
tempt to suspend thedoctor’ sprivi-
leges at the hospital wasin April
after a hospital employee allegeo
inappropriate conduct to Michael
Boyles, thechief executiveofficer.
Boyles, in turn, filed a temporary
restraining order, which was over-
turned by the judge. The seconc
timewasin September when again
Burr deniedthehospital’smotionto
suspend privileges.

In hisruling, Burr said the re-
straining order previously grantec
will remaininforceand effect until
suchtimeasHildyard sadministre-
tiveremediespursuant totheMedi-
cal Staff and Hospital Bylawshave
been exhausted, at which time the
temporary restraining order will
automatically dissolve.

InhisOctober decision, Burralsc
saidthat thehospital istemporarily
enjoined from enforcing the sum-
mary suspension of Hildyard’s
clinical privilegesand membership
tomedical staff. Healsodenied the
hospital’s request for bond during
thepending of therestraining order.

No date has yet been schedulec
for when the Kansas Court of Ap-
pealswill review the hospital’sre-
quest to overturn the judge’s deci-
sion and the opposing argument.

Powell points at Saddam

WASHINGTON (AP) — Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell accused
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein of de-
liberately trying to dividethe U.N.
Security Council and “ split usinto
arguingfactions.” Powell declared
that the effort must fail as he pre-
pared to cajolethe council anew to

back forceto disarm Irag.

Powell, whoisat the United Na-
tions today, said that Saddam hao
thrown away his*“onelast chance”
to avoid the “serious conse-
quences’ theworld body had threat-
enedlast November for Iragji failure
todisarm.

More air refueling tankers take off from Wichita air base

WICHITA (AP)—Morethan 10
KC-135 air refueling tankers took
off at one-hour intervals Wednes-
day from McConnell Air Force
Baseinthelargest deployment yet
for the 22nd Air Refueling Wing
during Operation Enduring Free-
dom.

The 150 air crew and mainte-
nance personnel on board bring to

mmm Briefly

Orchestrato perform Sunday
ThePrideof thePrairieOrchestrawill beperforming, “Into
the Joy of Spring,” at 3:30 p.m., Sunday, in the Colby High
School auditorium. Theorchestrawill beunder thedirection
of Juliann Groom and featured soloists include David
Mruzek, Sharon Kriss, Denise Shoff, Tremon Kizer, and

Andrew Salvador.

Theorchestraissupported by itsmany Friends of the Or-

about 800 the total number of base
personnel relocated in the past few
weeks to an undisclosed base,
which people here jokingly call
“McConnell MiddleEast” because
so many from the Wichitabase are
being sent there.

About 90 percent of the base's
operations personnel and 75 of its
mai ntenance peopl e have been de-

chestra and admission is through Friends of the Orchestra

membership or ticketsare available at the door.

‘Unity Tree” is school program

Colby Grade School first grade students will present a
music program entitled, “ The Unity Tree,” at 1:15p.m. and
7 p.m., on Thursday, March 13. Both performanceswill be
held in the grade school auditorium under the direction of
Jennifer Koel, primary music teacher.

For questions, call 465-5100.

ployedtotheundisclosed base, said
Lt. Jenny McDonald, abasespokes-
woman.

“It indicatesthe civilian leaders
of our government want as many
people in the theater as they can,”
said Col. Steve Wayne, 22nd Op-
erations Group commander.

Thisisthelargest deployment of
McConnell personnel since Desert

Vocal concerts set for Monday
TheColby Middleand High School vocal departmentswill
be presenting their “ Spring Masterworks Recital” on Mon-
day at 7:30 p.m. in the high school auditorium. The choirs
will beperforming sel ectionsthey sang at the musicfestival
and also demonstrating several of their daily classroom ac-
tivities. A reception sponsored by themusic boosterswill be
held inthe commons area after the concert’s conclusion.

Can still enroll your child

Enrollment for next year’ skindergartenerswasheld Feb.
28 at the Colby Elementary School. For those who missed
this pre-enrollment, Terrel Harrison, principal, is asking
parents and/or guaradians to stop by the school office, 210
N. Grant, as soon as possible to enroll your child. Harrison
said to bring the child’simmunization records, birth certifi-
cateand social security number for theenrollment. Any chil-
dren residing in the Colby School District and who will be
fiveyearsoldonor beforeAug. 31, 2003iseligibletoenroll.

Storm, Wayne said.

About 40 of the 67 air refueling
tankers normally based at
McConnell will berelocated to the
theater of operations.

Thelast two planesin the latest
deployment will leave Thursday,
McDonald said.

Ononeof themwill beCol. Gary
Elliott, who is leaving behind his

wife Debbie, their 14-year-old son
Jason, and 18-year-old daughter
Amanda.

“We' vegonethroughthisroutine
somany times, it'sold hat,” Elliott
said.

But for those times when e-mail
isnot enough, Elliott filled acom-
pact disc with hundreds of digital
photos of hisfamily.

Storm spotter meeting scheduled

The National Weather Service will be conducting storm
spotter trainingintheLittle Theater room of the Colby Com-
munity Building on Tuesday, March 11. The meeting will
start at 7 p.m. and isopen to the public free of charge.

Walk Kansas sign-up ends soon
Registrationfor theWalk KansasProgramwill beacceptec

until Friday. Walk Kansasisafitness program sponsored by
Kansas State University Research and Extension. The pro-

Sundays, 1to 4 p.m.

gram will run from March 15 through May 9. Teams are
formed and participantswalk the equivalent of the mileage
it would betowalk acrossthe state of Kansas, or 423 miles.
For information call 462-4587.

Landfill hours noted

The Thomas County landfill’swinter hoursare: Monday
through Friday, 9a.m. to5p.m.; Saturdays, 9a.m.to4p.m,;
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