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It’s all
about
safety

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

With warmer weather just
around the corner, the Colby Po-
lice Department reminds motor-
ists and pedestrians to know the
right-of-way rules everywhere,
but particularly in the downtown
area.

Downtown area, said Randy
Jones, chief of police, runs from
the railroad tracks on the south
sideof FranklinAvenueto Eighth
Street.

“There's a 20 mph speed zone
for the business district, even
thoughintersectingstreetssuchas
Fourth are posted 30 mph,” he
said.

Forthemost part, hesaid, there
are pedestrian crossings on both
sides of the streets at each block
downtown and motorists must
yield to those using the cross-
walks.

“Evenif traffic lightsaren’tin
place, whenever someone enters
the crosswalk or isinthe process
of crossingthestreet, vehiclesare
requiredtoyield,” hesaid.

When thereisn’'t amarked pe-
destrian crosswalk; however,
Jones said those crossing the
street must wait for vehicles to
passhby first.

“Wewant toremind pedestrians
tousecrosswakswhenavailable
and not jaywalk for their own
safety,” hesaid.

Although most people under-
stand theright-of-way for pedes-

Larry Horinek, with the Colby department of public power, was one of three employees changing
outlenses and bulbs for all stoplight directions on Fourth and Franklin Avenues last Friday. These
were an upgrade and are more expensive, said Carolyn Armstrong, city manager, but should make
it easier for motorists to see when the sun reflects against them during certain times of the day. The
total cost for the new upgrades was about $3,800. No plans are in place to change out other bulbs

at this time.

triansand motorists, Colby Mayor

WarrenHixsonsaidherecently had awareness, both Jonesand Hixson maybeavoid abadsituationfrom
calls about the speed of vehicles saidthey agreedthat areminderto happening.

downtown. In an effort to raise

both walkers and drivers could

Earmarked for arts, education

Anonymous gift aids foundation

Through the generosity of an
anonymous donor, the Thomas
County Community Foundation
hasa$3,000fundfor artsor edu-
cation to give as grants, said
Becky Donelan, thefoundation’'s
executivedirector.

“Thisis an exciting opportu-
nity for nonprofit organizations
whosemissionand programming

includes arts or education to apply
forfunds,” shesaid.“ Any nonprofit
organization serving Thomas
County in these program areas are
eligible to apply, and a selection
emphasiswill be on theimpact the
proposed grants will make in the
community.”

Donelan said the grant applica-
tions and further guidelines are

available from the Foundation by
calling 465-9152 or by email at
tccfoundation@kans.com. The
grant application deadline isApril
1,2003.All applicantswill benoti-
fied of the selections by April 22,
2003.

TheThomasCounty Community
Foundationwasestablishedin2001
asapublic, nonprofit organization.

Itservesprimarily asacollection
of permanently endowed funds
for the long-term benefit of the
county, and additionally helps
donors create funds that reflect
their charitable goals.

Donelan’snumber is465-9152
for those wanting moreinforma-
tion about establishingafund, or
have questions.

Warming trend
iIsweek’s call

Tonight...Partly cloudy. Lows
inthemidteens. Southeast wind
10 mph becoming southwest
early in the morning.
Tuesday...Partly sunny. Highsin
thelower 40s. Westwind 5to 10
mph becoming southlate. Tues-
day night...Partly cloudy. Lows
in the upper teens.
Wednesday...Mostly sunny.
Highs in the mid 50s. Wednes-
day night...Partly cloudy. Lows
in the upper 20s.
Thursday...Mostly clear and
warmer. Highsin the 60s.

Thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 34

Low thismorning, 12

Soil temperature, 35

Year ago, 65 and 10

Month’s snowfall, trace

Month’s precipitation, 0.03

Records, 82in1989and-5in
1948

‘Cardiac arrest’
here tops $6,500

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Thisyear’s* CardiacArrest’ net-
ted more than $6,500, said Shawn
Reinert, coordinator of the Colby
activity.

Theeventissponsored annually
by theAmericanHeart Association
and held in conjunction with the
month-long national observancein
February.

“Thepurposeof CardiacArrest,”
said Randall Braden of Hays, who
also serves as the fund raising co-
ordinator, “istoraiseawarenessand
money toward research in areas
such as CPR, bypass surgery, the
heart-lung machine and repairing
heart defects.

“The American Heart Associa-
tion also provides targeted educa-
tional programs available for the
workplace, schools, healthcare fa-
cilitiesand other organizations.”

AttheColby fundraiser, Reinert
said that some very important citi-
zenswenttojail toraisemoney for

the association. “Some of the
charges were guilty of overeating,
taking candy from ababy and oth-
ers—thechargesweretrumped up
abit— butitwasall in good fun,”
Reinert said.

Hea sowantedtothank everyone
for making the event asuccess.

“Without their generosity we
wouldn’tbeabletofundlife-saving
research, community programsand
public education,” said Reinert.

Those assisting Reinert with the
effort were Wade Baker, Donne
Finley, Tina Harris, Sare
Juenemann, Danielle Kaiser,
Tracey King, Elaine Koerperich,
Jim McLaughlin, Dick Parnell,
Debbie Schwanke, Jeannie Solko,
Tammie Strutt, ‘Judge’ Davic
Jennings, Ryan Sturdy andthe City
of Colby, Susan Hawkinsand Sub-
way, Linda Taylor and Gambino’s
of Colby, Lynette Hull and Dillon
Stores, Eldean Griffith anc
Culligan Water Conditioning anc
the Colby Free Press.

Responsibilities increase

Military chaplains
also prepare for war

WICHITA (AP) — Capt. John
Hubbs leads Sunday worship ser-
vices, counsels and simply builds
friendships with the soldiers at
McConnell Air Force Base.

But as war with Irag moves
closer, duties for Hubbs and
McConnell’s other military chap-
lains are expected to increase.

For onething, therewill bemore
reasons and opportunities to pray
for soldiers.

At the top of Hubbs' prayer list
are those in the military who will
havetomakethetoughcalls: people
such as the intelligence gatherers
whose information determines
wheredeadly strikeswill takeplace.

“You're always going to have
people second-guessing you,”
Hubbs said.

“We are so conscious of inflict-
ing damage on innocent people. |
don’t think wetakeit lightly.”

IntheAir Force, an estimated 60
chaplains from many religious af-
filiations have been deployed in
connection with Operation Endur-
ing Freedom, the ongoing military
responseto Sept. 11.

Hubbs, 38, who comesfrom the

Free Methodist denomination,
shares duties at McConnell with
chaplains from Southern Baptist,
Roman Catholicand Churchof God
backgrounds.

Whileanswering acall tominis-
ter, they are sensitive to their
audience’sfaith, they said.

“1 have to balance the fact that |
have a calling to share my faith,”
Hubbs said.

“But as achaplain, | have to be
sensitive to the faith the military
member bringsto thetable. To me,
that’sthe Golden Rule.”

Hubbs served as pastor of twa
churchesin Illinois before aletter
from the Navy invited him to con-
sider military chaplaincy.

Not someonewho hasathingfor
ships, he decided on the Air Force
about fiveyearsago.

McConnell is his second U.S.
base assignment.

Like other enlisted personnel,
military chaplains are prepared to
be deployed abroad at any time.

Hubbs returned in December
fromhisfirst deployment abroad,
90-day stay at Prince Sultan Air
Basein Saudi Arabia.

Clinton, Dole square off in first of several TV ‘debates’

NEW YORK (AP) — Former
President Clinton, in hisfirst tele-
vised mini-debatewith Republican
Bob Doleon Sunday, said that atax
cut at atimethat war isloomingin
Iragis*bad economics.”

Dole, Clinton’s opponent in the
1996 presidential el ection, said the
Bush administration has launched
aglobal war to protect the Ameri-
can way of life, “which means,
among other things, thefreedomto
save or invest our own money.”

mmm Briefly

Enrollmentis still open

Enrollment for next year’'s Colby public school
kindergartenershasbeen held, but for hosewho missed this
pre-enrollment, Terrel Harrison, principal, isasking parents
and/or guaradiansto stop by theschool office, 210N. Grant,
assoonaspossibletoenroll your child. Harrisonsaidto bring
thechild’simmunizationrecords, birth certificateand social
security number for the enrollment. Any children residing
inthe Colby School District and who will befiveyearsold
onor beforeAug. 31, 2003 iseligibleto enroall.

[tisnot necessary to bring childrenfor the pre-enrollment,

shesaid.

Storm spotter meeting IS Tuesday

The National Weather Service will be conducting storm
spotter trainingintheLittleTheater room of the Colby Com-
munity BuildingonTuesday. Themeetingwill startat 7 p.m.
and isopento the public free of charge.

The retired politicians have
agreed to revive the “ Point-Coun-
terpoint” segmenton“60Minutes,”
television’s most popular
newsmagazine.

Inthetwo-minutedebate, thetwo
will face off on a subject of their
own choosing. Sunday’s segment
was thefirst, and Clinton chose to
talk about hissuccessor’ sproposed
tax cut; Dolegetsto choosethenext
segment.

Clinton said a conflict with Irag

and the subsequent rebuilding will
cost many hillions of dollarswhen
the country isat adeficit.

“Now when we' re cutting back
oneverythingfrom homeland secu-
rity to education and with Iraq still
topay for, your party wantsanother
big tax cut,” Clinton said. “Never
before havewehad abigtax cutin
times of national crisis. Lincoln
didn’t. FDR didn’t. With over
200,000 young Americans in the
Persian Gulf, we shouldn’t. It’s

Careg Ivers group to meet

TheNorthwest KansasAreaAgency onAging issponsor-
ingasupport groupfor caregiversonWednesday. If you care
for someone over the age of 60, you are encouraged to join
thegroup at Colby Community Collegeat 7 p.m. inthe Stu-
dent Union room 106.

Help available with form filings
Freeassistanceinfilling out the Low Income Energy As-
sistance Program applicationsisavailabletoindividual swith
disahilitiesuntil March 31. Freeassi stanceincompletingthe
Homestead Food Sales Tax Returns will be available until
April 15. For information, or to set up an appointment, call
(785) 625-6942 or (800) 569-5926.

Childbirth education series begins

The next Colby Childbirth Education serieswill start on
Thursday with subsequent classes scheduled March 20 and

wrong and it’s bad economics.”

Dolerespondedthatitdidn’thave
to be one or the other.

“For President Bush to practice
theeconomicsof ** either/or’ would
notonly invitepolitical attack from
your friends who want his job, it
would risk winning the battle and
losing the war,” the former Senate
majority leader said. After theirini-
tial 45-second segments, both poli-
ticiansweregiven 15 moreseconds
to make another point.

“Leadershipisabout choosing,”
Clinton said. “ So let’s give up our
tax cut.”

No way, said Dole, arguing that
many of the nation’s economic
problemscould betraced to an eco-
nomic hangover from the roaring
"90s.

“The Bush tax cut has barely
kickedin,” Dolesaid. “But I'll tell
youwhat. I'll gladly donate my tax
cut to aworthy charity, if you will.
MaybeeventotheClintonlibrary.”

27,andApril 3. They will beheldintheHealth ScienceBuild-

ing onthe Colby Community College Campus. Moreinfor-
mation isavailable at 462-6845, ask for Tina Schrick.

New art exhibit at college

Diane Frazey Mahanna's art exhibit is now open at the

Cultural Arts Center gallery at Colby Community College.
Kathy Gordon, artinstructor, said theexhibit can beseenfrom
1to5p.m. daily or on weekendsby prior arrangements. For
guestions, call Gordon at 462-3984, ext. 310.

Cemetery board meets Thursdays

TheColby Cemetery District board meetingswill beheld
on Thursdaysfor thenext coupleof months, reminded Reldz

Galli, board member. The meetingswill continueto be helc
at theThomasCounty Courthousebeginningat 2 p.m. Boarc
membersshould notethat Thursday meetingsincludeMarch
20 and April 24. For questions, call Galli at 462-3670.
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