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The Golden Plains Bulldogs
will play inthe firstround of the
Class 1A State Tournament
tonight at Fort Hays State
University’s Gross Memorial
Coliseumat6:30p.m. The 16-
9 Bulldogs will face 22-3
Hanston. Golden Plains is on
a9-game winning streak. This
morning at a pep rally and
send off, the players had a vic-
tory line where they were
greeted by students, parents
and fans.

Michelle Hawkins/Colby Free Press
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Heads up from county clerk on rising park fees

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

It sbargaintimefor theoutdoors
bunch.

Thomas County Clerk Tracey
Perkinsisreminding everyonethat
annual park feesthrough the Kan-
sas Department of Wildlife and
Parkswill begoing upinApril and
thoseplanningtoget permitsmight
want to do so this month.

Perkins said today that permits
will be substantially higher come
April 1.

For example, the annual vehicle
permitis$29.50 beforeApril 1, and
after that date will go up to $44.50
between April and September of
2003.

Other permit costs, if purchased
now and prior to April 1, include
daily vehiclerateof $4.50and $5.50

*\Wichita campaign

Candidate says he didn't say he hated Wichita

WICHITA (AP)—Mayoral can-
didate Bill Warren on Wednesday
denounced The Wichita Eagle and
denied telling the newspaper he
hated Wichita and regretted enter-
ing themayor’srace.

Thenewspaper, initsWednesday
editions, alsoquoted Warren assay-
ing he plansto sell his movie the-
aters because his opponent in the
April 1 election, Carlos Mayans,
hasthreatened his business.

Warren called anewsconference

Enjoy it

Tonight...Mostly clear and
mild. Lows in the lower 40s.
South wind 10 to 15 mph.
Friday...Mostly sunny and con-
tinued warm. Highs near 80.
Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph.
Friday night...Partly cloudy and
mild. Lows in the lower 40s.
Saturday...Partly sunny and con-
tinuedwarm. Highsintheupper
70s. Saturday night...Mostly
cloudy. Lowsin the lower 40s.
Sunday...Cloudy. A slight
chance of rain during the
evening. Highsinthelower 70s.

Thenumbers

Monday’shigh, 74

L ow thismorning, 26

Soil temperature, 44

Year ago, 59 and 26

Month’s snowfall, trace

Month’s precipitation, 0.03

Records, 78in1946and+2in
1951

Wednesday afternoonto deny those
remarks, which reportedly were
madeinaseriesof phonecallsTues-
day to The Eagle newsroom.

Warren also said he would not
speak to the paper through the re-
mainder of the campaign — and
beyond, if heiselected.

The newspaper’s editor, Rick
Thames, said hestandsby thestory.

Warren allegedly madethecom-
ments about hating Wichita when
an Eagle reporter asked him about

between April and September; ad-
ditional vehicle now is$19.50 and
after March31will be$24.50; over-
night camping is $5 now and $7
beginninginApril; 14-night camp-
ingis$60now and $75 after March
31; andannual camppermitis$110
until theend of themonth and after
that is $150 through September of
2003.

Other costs now that will not

afilm clip that runs at his theater
chain. The clip compliments
Wichitafor itsentrepreneurshipand
for being part of “ America’ sheart-
land.”

Itbriefly showsWarren, sittingin
an empty theater, saying, “1’m Bill
Warren. It'stimetobelieveagain.”

When asked about the video,
Warren said he couldn’t make any
comment becausehehadn’t seenit.
Hesaidit hasnothingtodowithhis
campaign.

changeafter April lincludeoneand
twoor threeutility hook-ups, dupli-
cate permits and cabin rental. For
those wanting a cabin rental, park
officialssaidthechargeisbased on
two people over 16 with an addi-
tional cost of $5 for each person 16
and over after theinitial cost.
There are a number of services
offered through the state’ swildlife
and parks department, officials

When the reporter pressed for
details on it, the newspaper re-
ported, Warrensaid he' srunningthe
video “because | hate Wichita.”

“You have to understand, | no
longer care what Wichita thinks,”
the newspaper reported Warren as
saying. “| no longer care what the
paper thinks. How’sthat?’

Inasecond phoneinterview with
theWichitanewspaper on Tuesday,
Warren denied making the com-
ment.

said. Amongthosearenaturetrails,
outdoor stores, huntingandfishing
licenses, learning sitesand more.
Campsites can bereserved from
April through October depending
on the weather, officials said, and
when making campsite reserva-
tions, the department will accept
telephone calls, mail or in person
withall checkspayabletotheKan-
sas Department of Wildlife and

Parks. The department isadminis-
tered by asecretary and advised by
aseven-member Wildlifeand Parks
Commission.

Commission meetings are held
throughout theyear invariousloca-
tions acrossthe state with the June
meeting planned in Atwood.

For questions about permits,
campsites or other services, call
462-3367.

Classes
‘might’
end early

In the event the Colby High
School girls’ basketball team
winstonightinthe4A State Tour-
nament at Salina, school officials
are advising parents and guard-
iansthat classeswill bedismissed
earlier on Friday.

Kirk Nielsen, superintendent,
said school will dismissat 2 p.m.
and buseswill run accordingly.

However, if the girls do not
win, classes will dismiss at the
regular time on Friday.

The reason for the early dis-
missal (should the Lady Eagles
win) will beto allow those want-
ingtoattend Friday night’sgames
the opportunity to do so.

Senate panel opens two days of hearings on gambling

TOPEKA (AP) — With propo-
nents hoping the state’s budget
problems will help their cause, a
Senate panel opened two days of
testimony Wednesday on proposals
to expand legal gambling in Kan-
sas.

Amongtheinitiativesisaplanfor
acasino with Branson-style enter-
tainment on the banks of the Kan-
sasRiver in Wyandotte County.

In all, the Senate Federal and
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StateAffairsCommitteeisstudying
eight gambling-related hills.

They include proposalsto allow
videogambling machinesat Kansas
Lottery retailers, such as conve-
nience stores; slot machines at the
state’ sfive pari-mutuel racetracks;
andslot machinesat anunspecified,
at-largelocation.

Supporters estimate that any of
thegambling optionswouldraiseat
least $60 millionfor thestateinthe

fiscal year that starts July 1, in
which Kansas faces a projected
budget shortfall approaching $1
billion.

“Revenueisthekey issue,” said
Tom Palace, |obbyist for the Petro-
leum Marketers and Convenience
Store Association.

Gov. Kathleen Sebeliussupports
abill that would let votersin race-
tracks’ home counties decide
whether to allow slot machines at

thetracks. Thetracksarelocatedin
Wichita, Frontenac, Kansas City,
Anthony and Harper.

Wednesday’ shearingfocused on
the bills affecting lottery retailers
and racetracks.

Committee Chairwoman Nancey
Harrington, R-Goddard, assigned
the two bills to a subcommittee
made up of two gambling oppo-
nents and one supporter.

Plansfor the River Falls Casino

inWyandotte County wereoutlined
by Dallas, Texas developer Larry
Waldrop.

Waldrop said the proposal envi-
sionsa200-room hotel, an 80,000-
square-foot casino, fiverestaurants
and convention space.

Thecomplexwouldbelocated at
the intersection of Interstates 435
and 70, south of Kansas Speedway
and the Village West tourism dis-
trict.

Walk Kansas starts Saturday

Those registered for the Walk Kansas program need to
begin recording their mileswalked on Saturday. Any aero-
bic activity may be used in place of walking using the for-
mulaof 15 minutesof activity equalsonemile. If youplanned
on participatingand missedtheregistrationdeadline, call the
Thomas County Extension office at 462-4582 to enroll.

Chamber luncheon Friday

The Oasis Travel Center managers, Jason and Tara
Woofter, will be speaking at the monthly Colby/Thomas
County Chamber of Commerceluncheon at noon, Friday, at
Quality Inn. All chamber membersand their guestsarewel -
cometo attend. For questions, call 462-3401.

Bluegrass pancake feed planned

The Colby Bluegrass Committeeissponsoring apancake
and sausagefeed on Saturday, March29from7a.m.to3p.m.

at the Colby Community Building. Free-will donationswill
be accepted and all proceeds will go to defray costs of the
annual Bluegrass Festival, said Leilani Thomas, one of the
coordinators of the event.

Amusement meeting next week
TheThomasCounty Amusement Associationwill holdits
regular meeting on Monday, March 17, at 7 p.m. inthe Tho-
mas County Office Complex, 350 S. Range, Colby. Anyone
interested in helping on various committeesis urged to at-
tend. For questions, call Kerry Wark, president, 462-6403.

Enrollmentis still open

Enrollment for next year’s Colby public school
kindergartenershasbeen held, but for hosewho missed this
pre-enrollment, Terrel Harrison, principal, isasking parents
and/or guaradiansto stop by theschool office, 210N. Grant,
assoonaspossibletoenroll your child. Harrison saidtobring
thechild’simmunizationrecords, birth certificateand social

security number for the enrollment. Any children residing
inthe Colby School District and who will be fiveyearsold
on or beforeAug. 31, 2003iseligibleto enrall. It isnot nec-
essary to bring children for the pre-enrollment, she said.

Help available with form filings

Freeassistanceinfilling out the Low Income Energy As-
sistance Program applicationsisavailabletoindividual swith
disabilitiesuntil March 31. Freeassistancein completing the
Homestead Food Sales Tax Returns will be available until
April 15. For information, or to set up an appointment, call
(785) 625-6942 or (800) 569-5926.

Childbirth education series to begin
The next Colby Childbirth Education serieswill start on
Thursday with subsequent classes scheduled March 20 and
27,andApril 3. They will beheldintheHealth ScienceBuil d-
ing onthe Colby Community College Campus. Moreinfor-
mation isavailable at 462-6845, ask for Tina Schrick.
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