Monday —

March 24, 2003

o>0¢

Volume 114, Number 58
Serving Thomas County since 1888

Advanced ballots
are now available

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Advanced ballots can be picked
up at the Thomas County Clerk’s
office, 300N. CourtinColby forthe
Tuesday, April 1 election, said
Tracey Perkins, county clerk.

Perkinssaid sheisn’texpectinga
highvoter turnout, whichistypical
when no questionsor national can-
didatesare on the ballots.

With 5,275 registered voters out
of alittlemorethan 8,000 potentials
inthecounty, shesaid shehopesfor
about a30 percent return.

For those wanting to use ad-
vanced ballots, Perkinsencourages
them to either stop by the office
between8a.m.and5p.m. or request
an advance application up until
Thursday to have one mailed.

Advanceballotsmust bereturned
to the clerk’s office no later than
noononMonday beforetheelection
unlessthevoter issick or disabled.
In those instances, the voter has
until thepollscloseat 7 p.m., Tues-
day.

Candidates in the Colby School
District are Stan Molstad, incum-
bent, along with three newcomers,
Kevan T. Taylor, Joel Powell and
Dewey Augustine.

There is a contested race in
Golden Plains School District with
incumbent Mark Miller being chal-
lenged by David Gould and Jay
Todd seeking position2. Inposition
3, LeRoy Spresser, incumbent, and
Position 7, Paul Bruggeman, are
both looking for another term.

In the Brewster School District,
StephenBear filedfor another term
in position 3. In position 1 of the

Brewster District there are no fil-
ingsandinposition2, DonAllenis
running unopposed, asis Bonnie
Holm for the at-large position 6
Seat.

The Colby Community College
board of trustees has six people
seeking three positions. Incum-
bentsincludeDon Kready andKen
Poland with Lon Frahm, Mark
Schwarz, Larry Arehart and Larry
McDonald challenging.

The Colby City Council will see
incumbents Ken Bieber and Todd
Barrows running unopposed and
Beverly Eicher and Tom Rundell
are challenging one another asis
JmBrownand Monti Montgomery
for theonly two other council seats.

InColby, Brewster, Rexford, and
Menlo, Warren Hixson, Mike
Baughn, WilliamJ. Dibleand Brent
Ginther, respectively, are running
unopposed for mayor intheir com-
munities.

Therewereno filingsfor the po-
sitionof mayorinGem, nor didany-
onefilefor open council positions
inMenlo.

Gem has five council positions
open with Carl Miller and Danny
Carmen filing for two of the five
positions open, leaving three slots
still without acandidate. Other fil-
ings for council positions in
Rexford included Michael L.
Johnson, Gidget Mosier, Mark
Basgall and David Williams, in-
cumbents, alongwithVernonVance
filling out the five positions open.

ForvotersinMenlo, therearefive
council seats up for grabs with no
incumbentsor newcomersseeking
the positions.

Coalition troops press
on, ignoring obstacles

By MEG RICHARDS
Associated Press Writer

Coalition troops pressed toward
Baghdad with new warinesstoday,
as militiamen loyal to Saddam
Hussein proved they were not a
beaten force and sandstorms
snarledtheadvance. Iragclaimedto
have shot down two U.S. helicop-
tersand takentwo pilotsprisoner, a
day after more than 20 Americans
werekilled or captured.

Facing a pattern of deadly am-
bushesand ruses, and withmany of
Saddam’s supporters discarding
their uniformsin favor of civilians
clothes, coalitionforcesresponded
withtough new tacticsinthesouth.
U.S. officials aso confirmed their
forceshavearrivedinnorthernlrag,
and have been operating there for
about 24 hours, though few details
were rel eased.

Saddam, in an appearance that
seemed calculated to show he re-
mained at the helm, sought to rally
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Maybe a shower

Tonight...cloudy. A chance
of rain showers this evening.
Lowsinthelower 30s. North-
east wind 5 to 15 mph becom-
ing southeast late. Chance of
rain 30 percent.
Tuesday...mostly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 50s. West
wind 5 to 10 mph. Tuesday
night...partly cloudy. Lows
near 30. Wednesday...mostly
cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.
Wednesday night...mostly
cloudy. Lowsintheupper 30s.

Thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 76

L ow thismorning, 38

Year ago, 32 and 23

24-hour precipitation, 0.00

Month’s precipitation, 1.38

Records, 85in1907 and-2in
1974

his people today with atelevised
speech. Iraqi TV later showed im-
ages of what appeared to be a
downed U.S. Apache attack heli-
copter sittinglargely undamagedin
agrassy field. Information Minis-
ter Mohammed Saeed al-Sahhaf
claimed peasants had shot down
two Apaches, and two pilots were
in custody.

U.S. Gen. Tommy Franks later
confirmed that one helicopter and
two pilotsweremissing in action.

A brutal sandstormwithhowling
windsstalled U.S. troops about 50
miles south of Baghdad, near
Karbala, acity holy tolrag'smajor-
ity ShiiteMuslims.Asthe7thInfan-
try Regiment pressed north, Iragi
militiamen shot mortarsat asupply
convoy of Humvees and cargo
trucks.

There were no casuaties. Com-
mandersrequested air support, but
thelragiswereabletofleeeasilyin
small, civilian trucks.

the business.

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

BuyinggroceriesinBrewsteris
back on track, although it looked
abit shaky for awhile.

Brewster Grocery helditsgrand
opening celebration on Saturday
under new owners, Shane and
Bonnie Holm. For thefestivities,
they served freehot dogsand soda
and had a drawing for $50 worth
of groceries.

TheHolmspurchased thestore
from Arnold and Marilyn
Schindler who had owned the
store since 1991. The Schindlers
had decided to retire and were
going to close the doors last fall,
since they could not find new
owners. In December, however,
Stuckey’s convenience store
along 1-70 south of Brewster,
caught fire and burned down, so
the Schindlers remained open to
continueto servethe community.

Both Shane and Bonnie Holm
grew up in the area and had re-
turned to be close to family last

MICHELLE L. HAWKINS/Colby Free Press

Marilyn Schindler signed up for the drawing for $50 worth of groceries at the grand opening cel-
ebration of the Brewster Grocery store. She and her husband Arnold, were the former owners of

Come and get it!
Brewster back In grocery business

August. BonnieisaBrewster High
School graduateand thedaughter of
Joyce and Willis Crabtree, both
teachersat Brewster School. Joyce
isretired and Willisisthe technol-
ogy advisor at Brewster High
School andteachesat GoldenPlains
two daysaweek.

Shane Holm graduated from
Colby High School andistheson of
Elmer and Barbara Holm, former
Colby residentswho now live near
Enid, Okla.

Inapreviousinterview with The
Goodland Star-News, Bonnie said
after moving to Brewster, she and
her husband were both |ooking for
work. Shewasabletogainemploy-
ment at the outset with S& T Com-
munications, but Shane wasn't so
fortunate. Aspeopleinthecommu-
nity weretalking about thegrocery
store going out of business, the
couplediscussed buying it and de-
cided to accept the adventure.

The Schindlers closed the doors
at the end of January and after a
four-day clean-up and alittlerear-

ranging, the Holms opened the
doors again on Feb. 4, under the
samename— Brewster Grocery.

Thecouplesay they areexcited
about the new business and have
been hearing great thingsfromthe
community, happy with not hav-
ingtodriveout of towntobuy gro-
ceries.

Bonnieiskeeping her job dur-
ing the day as the plant clerk for
S& T, where she dispatchestech-
nicians. In the evenings she will
hel p by keeping thebooksfor the
grocery store. Shanewill work at
the store during the day and has
even been educated on how to cut
fresh meat for the meat depart-
ment.

They have four children:
Shanda, Jeremy, Spencer and Tad.
Shanda is married to Rodney
Solze, and they have a4 month-
old daughter, Tia Jo. They re-
cently purchased Bonnie and
Shane'shouseinUtica; Jeremy is
attending Northwest Kansas
Technical College in Goodland;

Kansan
captured
by Iraqgis

DERBY (AP) — The brother of
aKansassoldier heldcaptivein|rac
said today he wants the Unitec
Statestoget thewar over “ asfast as
possible” so his brother can come
home.

Pfc. Patrick Miller, 23, of the
Wichitaareaisamong thefive sol-
diers captured Sunday, his family
confirmed.

Miller graduated from Valley
Center High School. He and his
family had beenlivingin Texasbut
hiswife, Jessa, and their two chil-
drenmovedback toPark City tolive
with her mother when Miller was
deployedinDecember. Valley Cen-
ter and Park City are near Wichita.

Miller and theother captured sol -
dierswerethrustinfront of anlragi
TV microphoneand peppered with
guestionsSunday. Thefootageal so
showed at least four bodies.

The soldier’s half-brother, Tho-
masHershberger, 27, of Derby, said
his mother spoke to Miller’s wife
Sunday. She had received confir-
mationfromthemilitary that Miller
wasbeing held by thelraqgis.

“Sheis not doing the best right
now,” he said of his mother, who
livesinNew Mexico.“ | haven’t had
aconversationwith her without her
crying.”

Hershberger said Miller’'s wife
did not want to talk to the medie
early today.

Hisbrother has a4-year-old son
and 7-month-old daughter,
Hershberger said. Miller was &
welder before joining the military
last summer to help pay student
loans, hesaid.

Thevideo footageaired on Iragi
TV showed Miller answering ques-
tionsinashaky voice, hiseyesdart-
ing back and forth between thein-
terviewer and another person whc
couldn’t be seen on camera.

Hays man has
eye on Iraqi fires

HAYS (AP) — Tom Bollig
flashes back to memories of fight-
ing oil well firesin Kuwait as he
watchestelevision coverage of the
war with Irag.

And the Hays resident said he
hoped to return to the Middle East
to help put out the blazes started in
this newest armed conflict with
Saddam Hussein.

“Thisisjust goingtobeamess,”
Bollig said.

After the Gulf War, Bollig spent
seven monthsbattling thefires. He
said he' snot certainwhether hewill
end up being summonedto I raqthis
time.

Bolligspent 21 yearsfighting ail
well fireswith the Halliburton Co.
living in 11 different countries.

Senators say woman needs to head Air Force Academy

DENVER (AP) — Sens. John
Warner and WayneAllard said put-
ting awoman in thetop position at
theAir ForceAcademy wouldbring
amuch-needed changeamidinves-
tigationsof asexual assault scandal.

Thesenatorssaidinaletter toAir
Force Secretary James Roche that

the school’s current leadership has
not dealt with sexual abuse at the
school.

“Despite warnings and clear in-
dications that remedial action was
needed, theseofficersfailedtotake
effective action to correct these
problems,” said the letter, dated

Friday and obtained Sunday by
KMGH-TV.

The Air Force says there have
been at least 56 reports of sexual
assaults of female cadets over the
last decade.

Allard earlier rejected calls for
replacing the commanders, saying

it could be an excusefor resolving
thereal problemsat the academy.
Lt. Gen. John Dallager has been
academy superintendent sinceJune
2000 and was scheduled to retire
this summer, and Brig. Gen.
Sylvanus Taco Gilbert has been
commandant since 2001.

M essages | eft with the academy
andAir Forceofficialswerenot re-
turned Sunday.

The Air Force has said that the
two would not lose their jobs be-
cause the problems predate their
|eadership at the academy north of
Colorado Spri ngs.
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Fund raiser planned for Colbyite

The First Christian Church at 385 W. 3rd in Colby is

sponsoring afund raiser on Sunday for John Lee of Colby,
who will be traveling to the University of Kansas Medical
Center inearly April for consultation on hisdebilitating ar-
thritis. The potato bar will be held at noon at the church.

Candidates to answer questions

Two candidatesfor the Colby Community College Board
of Trustees, Larry Arehartand Larry McDonald, will befield-

ing questionsfrom votersat 7 a.m., Wednesday, at the Deep

Rock Cafe. Thepublicisinvited.

Regional music contest Saturday
Colby High School students will be participating in the

regional music contest for solos and small ensemblesin

Oberlinon Saturday, March 29 (not Saturday, April 5asini-

Basketball boys to be honored
TheColby High School boys' basketball teamhasset their
awards night for Monday, March 31 beginning at 7 p.m. in
the high school commonsarea. Thisisapotluck supper and
each family is asked to bring a dish to share and their own
platesand silverware, said Jeff Quenzer, activitiesdirector.

tially planned). Theeventisfor both vocal and instrumental
high school music students.

Conservation District selling trees
The Thomas County Conservation District has bareroot
treesand shrubsavailablefor ordering. Thereare 17 variet-
iesto choose from, said Laura Davis, of the district office.
Thetreesrangein sizefrom 12" to 3 feet, depending on the
variety. Thedeadlineto order thetreesisMonday, March 31
and thedelivery dateis Saturday, April 12. For questionsor
to place an order, call (785) 462-7482, ext. 3.

Drinksand cupswill beprovided. Awardsnightisfor all play-

ersin grades 9 through 12. The general public is also wel-
cometo attend and encouraged to bring adish. For questions,

call 465-5300.

fice, (785) 462-7161.

Red Cross offers CPR class

The Thomas County Red Crossisoffering an Adult CPR
classat the ThomasCounty OfficeComplexfrom1to5p.m.,
Wednesday. For questionsor toenroll, call theRed Crossof -

Bluegrass pancake feed planned

TheColby Bluegrass Committeeissponsoring apancake
and sausage feed on Saturday from 7 am. to 3 p.m. at the
Colby Community Building. Free-will donations will be
accepted and all proceedswill go to defray costs of the an-
nual Bluegrass Festival, said Leilani Thomas, one of the
coordinators of the event.
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