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The women’s rodeo team at
Colby Community College con-
tinuesto provethey arethe ones
to beat in the Central Plains Re-
gion.

Coach Allen Russell reported
that the women’s team had their
best showingof theyear at theFort
Scott Community College Rodeo
heldMarch 7-9. Theteamfinished
first overall out of 26 community
collegesand universities.

The team was lead by Andrea
Boettcher, a sophomore from
Atkinson, Neb., who was all-
around cowgirl for theentirero-
deo. In break-away roping she
splitsecondinthefirst round, was
second in the short go and fin-
ished second in the average. In
thegoat tying, Boettcher wonthe
first round, was second in the
shortgo, finishingfirstintheav-

Colby College women's rodeo team
captures the all-around team title

erage.

JamieDunn, afreshmanfrom St.
Francis, also continued her winning
wayshy placing seventhinthefirst
round of the goat tying.

“Our women'’s team has been
strong all year, and we finally ac-
complished what we wanted to at
Fort Scott,” Russell said. “Andrea
single-handedly propelled usinto
the top five with a superb outing,
and Jamie is tough every time out
of thebox. Asalways, thereiswork
to do and waysto improve, but we
are positioned for an exciting
spring.”

In addition to Boettcher and
Dunn, MaggieOpela, asophomore
from Stapleton, Neb., and Abby
Wagaman, afreshmanfrom Empo-
ria, contributed to the team tally
with their performances at Kansas
State and Fort Scott.

Thewomen’steamhasclimbed
to fifth place overall in the Cen-
tral Plains Regional standings.
Thewomenareonly 40 pointsout
of fourthand theonly community
college currently ranked in the
region’stop ten.

On the men’s side, bareback
rider Rustin Brooks, asophomore
from Wamego, wasfourthin the
first round. Branden Ferguson, a
sophomore from Lakewood
Colo., wasthirdinthefirst round
and finished fourth in the aver-
age. Because of their efforts, the
men’steamfinished ninethinthe
field of 26 teams.

The Central Plains Region is
arguably the nation’slargest and
most competitive collegiate ro-
deoregion. Theteam competed at
theGarden City Community Col-
lege Rodeo thisweekend.

K.C. Royals start season with win over Chicago

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) —
Theyoung KansasCity Royalshad
been hoping for thiskind of start.

Runelvys Hernandez allowed
two hitsin six innings and rookie
Angel Berroadroveinthego-ahead
run asthe Royal s beat the Chicago
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White Sox 3-0 Monday — Kansas
City’sfirst opening-day wininfive
years.

Kansas City got key contribu-
tions from its rookies: Mike
MacDougal pitchedal-2-3ninthto
completeathree-hitter, designated

TORONTO (AP)— Derek Jeter,
the heart and soul of the Yankees,
was knocked out of New York’s
opener withadisl ocated | eft shoul -
der after aviolent collision at third
base with Toronto catcher Ken
Huckaby.

Jeter will go on the disabled list
and be sidelined for at least two
weeks, New York manager Joe
Torre said after the Yankees' 8-4
win. But the extent of the injury
wasn't immediately clear.

Jeter was down for morethan 10
minutes, writhing in pain and sur-
rounded by worried teammates. He
was helped onto a cart by trainers
Gene Monahan and Steve
Donohue, strapped in place sitting
upright andtaken off thefield—his
head bent, his face dripping with
sweat. The shoulder was popped
back inplaceand Jeter wastakento
ahospital for X-rays.

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Kirby
Puckett denied dragging a woman
into a restaurant men’s room and
groping her, testifying that he had

offeredtoescort her tothebathroom.

TheHall of Famer gave amark-
edly different account from that of
hisaccuser onwhat happened Sept.
5 at Redstone American Grill in
suburban Eden Prairie.

The woman testified last week
that the former Minnesota Twins
star forced her into a men’s room
stall and grabbed her breast, causing
bruisesonher breast,armandankle.

Puckettischarged withfalseim-
prisonment, afelony; fifth-degree
criminal sexual conduct, a gross
misdemeanor; and fifth-degree as-
sault, amisdemeanor.

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (AP) —
Tennessee is headed to the Final
Four again.

The top-seeded Lady Vols ad-
vanced to their 14th Final Four by
beatingNo. 2Villanova73-49inthe
Mideast Regional final. Tennessee
will play Dukeinthenational semi-
finalsin Atlantaon Sunday night.

Thetop-seeded Blue Devilsral-
liedtobeat No. 2 Texas Techinthe
Midwest Regional final.

hitter Ken Harvey doubled twice
and Berroa made a fine defensive
play at shortstopintheninthinning.

“Wehavealot of young guys, no
doubt about that,” Harvey said.
“But us young guys have proven
ourselves in the minor leagues.
Once we get over being in awe of
the major leagues, we'll befine.”

Hernandez, given the opening-
day start over Jeremy Affeldt by
winning acoinflip, struck out five
and walked only one.

“| feel so great, so very, very
happy about that,” saidthe24-year-
old right-hander, 4-4 |ast year asa
rookie. “They have confidence
about me and | don’'t want to lose
that.”

Jason Grimsley gaveuponehitin
two innings, and the sellout crowd
stood for MacDougal, whothrew a
called third strike past Frank Tho-
masfor the second out.

Jeff Graves steps up for Jayhawks

By DOUG TUCKER
AP Sports Writer

LAWRENCE, (AP) — Now
when peopletal k about Jeff Graves
havingadouble-double, they don’t
mean hischin.

When someone sayshe came up
big, they mean hisgameand not his
waistline.

He'll probably never be skinny.
But persistenceand hardwork have
borne spectacular results for the
hulking Kansasjunior, and he’snot
lumpy any more, either.

TheJayhawksareback intheFi-
nal Four mostly becauseof thecon-
sistent excellence of seniors Kirk
Hinrichand Nick Collison. But the
Jayhawks would probably have
ended their season last weekend if
not for 13 points and 15 rebounds
against top-seeded Arizonafrom a
guy who just afew months earlier
failed to meet his angry coach’'s
minimal conditioning standards.

“Right now | feel like I'm on
cloud nine,” Graves said Saturday
after the Jayhawks beat the Wild-
cats 78-75 to win their second
straight trip to the Final Four.

“If there’s a cloud 20, that’s
wherel’d be, too.”

When practice began last fall,
Graves tipped the scales at 293,
about 40 poundstoomuchfor his6-
9frame. Thehulkingjunior college
transfer was so deep in Roy Will-
iams’ doghousethecoachrefusedto
talk about him on mediaday.

“Right now | don’t consider Jeff
Graves a member of this team,”
Williamssaid.

At the time, it didn’t seem that
important in the overall picture.
Williamshad no plansfor Gravesto
play amgjor roleevenif hedid get
himself in shape. He was slated to
play behind Wayne Simien, atal-
ented, muscular sophomorewhao's
been projected by amost everyone
asafuture superstar.

But when Simien dislocated his
shoulder onJan. 4, thespotlight and
the pressurefell on Graves.

It wasn't easy. Fighting aten-
dency to foul whilestill struggling
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to get in shape, the Lee's Summit,
Mo., native had a few good mo-
ments and afew more bad ones.

Heseemedto pick up foul sabout
as quickly as he picked up weight.
But slowly, hebeganto show steady
improvement, making more and
more contributionsas seniorsKirk
Hinrichand Nick Collisonturnedit
into a special season for the
Jayhawks.

Eventually, hisweight droppedto
around 255-260—still abit portly,
but altogether workable.

In six postseason games, he's
averaging amost ninepoints—two
points higher than he averaged in
theregular season. The15rebounds
against Arizonain the West Re-
gional finals Saturday were a ca-
reer-highandthethirdtimehe’shit
double-digits.

GoingtotheFinal Four, hesays,
“iswhat |’ vedreamed of sincecom-
ing herefromjunior college. | think
this shows how much heart and
dedication | have.”

Most importantly, Graves has
been ableto take some pressure off
Collison inside. With Arizona
double-teaming the 6-9 senior,
Collison was held to just eight
points —about 11 under his aver-
age.

But Graves was there to take up
theslack, and nobody appreciatesit
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more than histeammates.

“Jeff had hisups and downsthis
year, but he’samuch different per-
sonnow thanwhenhecameintothe
program,” said Kansas guard
Michael Lee.“Hedidn’'tknow what
to expect. He's so much more ma-
ture.”

Against Arizona, he even man-
agedtoavoidleavingthefloor with
four foulsfor the first timein five
games.

“That’s about as well as he's
played,” said Collison. “He' scome
so far from when he got here. Now
if he canjust stay onthefloor.”

Williams does not deny he was
furious last fall when Graves re-
ported so grossly overweight and
out of shape.

His conditioning was set back
evenfurther whenhewasapassen-
gerinacar involvedin an accident
in September. He sustained a con-
cussion and couldn’t do much
physical activity for two weeks.

With Williams getting more anc
moreimpatient, Gravestried seven
timesto passthe team running test
where everyoneis required to run
sixlapsaround aquarter-miletrack
in 12 1/2 minutes.

Finally, about the middle of No-
vember, he made it. Every other
member of the team had doneitin
September.
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1190 S. Country Club Drive
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-2412

e-mail: hiplain3@grapevine.net
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To have your ad placed in the Business Directory, call Derek or Crystal at 462-3963.

Rory Henry e

gvanced Techno,ogy
Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

785-462-7773

NEW LOCAL PHONE SERVICE

IN YOUR AREAI!

EXCEL/VARTEC

FREE UNLIMITED LONG DISTANCE

PLUS LOCAL SERVICE!

NO DEPOSIT, NO CONTRACT, NO SWITCHING FEE, KEEP
YOUR SAME NUMBER!!!

Chad & JoElle Van Eaton » 785-672-4675

http://www.excelir.com/chadvaneaton

e-mail: chadve@ruraltel.net

PLUS
TAX

$49.95

GID# 6721416112

CERSOVSKY INSURANCE

FARM HOME AUTO BUSINESS

LIFE CROP

“Customer Service is Our Policy”
CINDY L. CERSOVSKY

Cersovsky Insurance Inc

370 N. Franklin « P.O. Box 310 « Colby KS 67701
Ph. 785-462-7544 Toll Free 888-462-7544

\[DA[D Apams, BROWN, BERAN

S|

& BALL, CHARTERED

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACGOUNTANTS

Full Line Of Professional Services:
« Individual and Business Tax Preparation
» Bookkeeping and Payroll Service

* Financial and Estate Planning

505 N. Franklin, Suite D

. 1
BRIAN C. STAATS, C.PA.

Colby, KS « 785-462-7501
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Warta Chiropractic
& Fitness Club

415 N. Franklin + Colby + 785-462-3350}

Dr. A.J. Warta

Where you can still get a full-spine adjustment for 1980’s fees!

25 years of experience as a
licensed chiropractor

Monday & Wednesday: Science
2:00-7:00 p.m. and Nature BC/BS CAP Provider
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: Working Together Simple Care Provider

10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. For You!

LAS VEGAS - Air & hotel
DISNEY WORLD - Hotel, air, park passes
MEXICO - Air & hotel

CARIBBEAN CRUISE & AIR

ALASKAN CRUISE & AIR

HAWAII - Air & hotel

LONDON, ENGLAND - Air & hotel
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA

ALL SPECIALS MAY BE FOR
SPECIFIC DATES AND ARE

“5-ROUND TRIP TRAVEL

% @l CALL FOR BUS TOUR
SCHEDULES!

e« VACATION SPECIALS ¢ »

From (per adul) $250  No.of nighis 4 | WORLDWIDE:
$505 Vacation
$450 3 Packages,

$1,050 5 | Cruises, Tours,

$1,500 7| Groups, Flights,
$740 3 | Hotels, Trains,
$700 3 Cars
$359 Max. 45

140 W. 4th
Colby, KS 67701
1-888-690-7077
462-6999
FAX: 462-3824

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET QUOTES AND OTHER ADS! sk about AAA, AARR, Senior

& Companion, Corporate

susiecT T AvAlLABILITY. WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!  ang Government discounts!

New System

- X Professional Window Cleaning

} .3 Commercial = Residential
650 N. Grant ¢ Colby, KS 67701

Call for your FREE estimate:
785-462-6995  Chris & Beth

ewon

800-611-6735 “We (Ii_owindows!"

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

Get On-Line
for VValue!

Ace Plumbing

& Excavating
1877 Sagebrush ¢ Colby, Kansas

785-462-6181 or
785-443-1/738

OWNER:
ALLEN TUBBS

KITCHEN & BATHS
CABINETS &
COUNTERTOPS
Design « Remodel « Installation

“Serving the Area Since 1984”

Call Dennis at:
5 THE TOOL
: BOX

785-462-7843

(ULTRA LITE STYLE)
EEAMILY OF LENSES

1 ‘l
Aawkansas.com| | Larry washburn, 0.D.
Doctor of Optometry
Call 462-3963 or stop by [ iy, 500 "
155 W. 5th St., Colby k'”” s oe 462-3348

FINALLY!

Health Insurance for Individuals,
Families and the Self-Employed

at AFFORDABLE Rates.

Insurance is Underwritten by The MEGA Life and Health Insurance Company

800-78

3-9417




