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Tuesday’s
Salute

Thumbs
Up

VToAll Candidates— good luck today, and thanksfor
going that extramileto help our areato be even better.

VTo Betty Wolfe — director of the Brewster Heritage
Center Library & Museum, for sharing timewith our re-
porter Michelle Hawkins.

VTo Colby Community College— onyour impressive
enrollment numbers.

VTo PrairieMuseum of Art & History — for winning
aGEMMY award, the details of which will soon appear
inthe Free Press.

vToRosalieBussen—for your many yearsasareporter
for the Winonaareahappenings. Thanks!

VTo Jean Lowe — the new Winona correspondent.
Welcome aboard!

VToTerrel Harrison — Col by elementary school prin-
cipal, for your innovative approach to kindergarten edu-
cation.

VToAmy Rice & Sarah Pippenger — membersof the
Colby Community College horse show team for earning
theright to competein zone competition, withaneyeon
the nationals. Good luck!

VTo Our Troops— you have our support.

(Call TD at 462-3963 or e-mail td@nwkansas.comto
have a name of names included in this weekly salute.)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageare encouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.
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Goats never close their eyes to sleep

After last week’s column about Uncle Johns
4-Ply Bathroom Reader by the Bathroom Read-
ers’ Institute, | had many peoplecomment about
interesting reading material.

| found some more interesting facts to share
with thereaders.

Didyouknow . ..

*In1977,a13-year-old boy discovered atooth
growing on hisleft foot.

* In Switzerland, it is against the law to slam
your car door.

» Thegeographical center of theNorth Ameri-
can continent is Rugby, North Dakota.

* The greyhound has the best eyesight of all

breeds of dogs.
» About 1 million Americans say they drink
Coca-Colafor breakfast.

» Water isheavier thanice.

» The life-span of a butterfly is about six
months.

 About 96 percent of all Americanchildrencan
recognize Ronald McDonald.

* An average person laughs 15 timesaday.

» The longest any high jumper can stay in the
air isone second.

* Everytime Beethoven sat down to write mu-
sic, he poured ice water over hishead.

» MoreHollywoodfilmshavebeen madeabout
boxing than about any other sport.

* |ce cream wasinvented in 1620.

* Thereisno sunlight at the North Polefor 186
dayseachyear.

« John Wayne appeared in 153 movies, hewas
thestar inall of them but 11.

* Theonly manmadestructureyou canseefrom
outer spaceisthe Great Wall of China.

* The Carpenters won more Grammy awards
for “Best Pop Group” than the Beatles.

% | Michelle L.
Hawkins

1®Pursuit of a
Richer Life

* Plywood emitsformal dehyde— it isone of
the home'shiggest indoor polluters.

* Thefirst baseball team to put numbers on
their uniforms were the New York Yankees, in
1929.

» Men are 10 times more likely to be color-
blind than women.

* An average person has about six quarts of
blood.

* For somereason, redheadshavelesshair than
other people. A normal head of hair has about
100,000 hair, whileredheadsusually haveabout
90,000. Blondes usually have more.

*Athirth, aninfant has350bones. Asthechild
grows, they fusewith other bonesso by thetime
apersonisgrown, they have 206.

* Your eyeweighsaquarter of an ounce.

* The first state to allow women to vote was
Wyoming.

* Jellyfish have no blood.

* Inthemovie, Wizard of Oz, Toto’sreal name
wasTerry.

» The number one use of gold in the United
Stateisfor classrings.

* Only onecaratinevery 23tonsof oremined
isadiamond.

* A mgjor league baseball team can break
$150,000 worth of batsin oneyear.

* Dan Quayle’s favorite movie is Ferris
Bueller’'s Day Off.

« Pigskilled off the dodo bird.

« Fliescan get athlete’ sfoot.

« Sleepwalking ishereditary.

* TheMonaLisahasno eyebrows.

» Eskimos have over 100 wordsfor ice.

» An ounce of gold can be drawn into awire
that is50 mileslong.

* Moosearevery nearsighted. Sometry tomate
with cars.

* Every year, Mexico City sinks about 1C
inches.

» Mosquitoes prefer biting you if you'vejus
eaten abanana.

« All continents have deserts — except for
Europe.

* About 91 percent of Americans surveyec
have bought their pets holiday gifts.

* Mr. Green Jean’s nickname in real life was
“Lumpy.”

» The song sung most often in Americais
“Happy Birthday.”

 Salt Lake City citizens consume more
Cracker Jacksthan any other Americans.

* The fourth most common language in the
United Stateissignlanguage.

« Forty percent of Americans have never vis
ited adentist.

 Goatsrest, but never closetheir eyestosleep.

Now —don’tyoufeel moreintelligent? ?Just
alittle something to share around the water-
cooler tomorrow.
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Hawkins is Family Page and Religion Page
editor, and also a general assignment reporter/
photographer for the Colby FreePress. Her col-
umn appear s on Tuesdays.

The sky 1sn't falling

After much hand-wringing among the media
elite, our troops seem to be on the road to
Baghdad again, albeit at alittle Slower pace.

| have to admit, | got caught up in the “what
went wrong” mindset aswell, but I quickly got
over it when it occurred to me that there might
be areason why the guysin charge are generals
and admirals.

Perhapssomeof our reporters, especially those
who get on Iragi television and wax eloquent
about thefailureof our war plansshould remem-
ber that they aren’t omniscientintheareaof strat-
egy andtactics, either.

Somesay it’'sDonaldRumsfeld’ sfault. 1’ dlike
tobelievethat. Inmy opinion, he'stheweak link
inan otherwisestellar cabinet. But, if thesnafus
arehisfault, doesn’t that mean he getsthecredit
when the plan comestogether?

There are a couple of axioms of which the
Marines are fond which might shed some light
onwhat is happening in Irag and why reporters
and some of our politicians are going ballistic
while the professionals seem almost uncon-
cerned.

Thefirst axiom isthat no plan survives first
contact. In other words, the other guy isnot go-
ingtolet you dowhat you want just becauseit’'s
inyour plan. Our plan wasto drive to Baghdad
with the First Marines and Third Infantry from
thesouthandtheFourth Infantry fromthenorth,
but the first setback came from our alies, the
Turks, who didn’t want an invasion of an Arab
neighbor happening intheir country.

| supposeit’s hard to blame them for that. |
suspect therearealot of countriesintheregion
who will breathe more freely once Sadism is
gone, but still fervently wish the reason for his
demisewas anyone but the Americans.

Was it amistake to go without the Fourth In-
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fantry, one our most powerful divisions? Possi-
bly, but had the powers-that-be waited who
knowswhere we would beright now?

I’ ve al so noted the punditswho said we went
intoo light haveignored the British, who have
nearly anarmored divisioninthearena, plusthe
Roya Marines, apretty toughgroupall by them-
selves.

Another setback camefrom our supply lines,
but that problem was as much the fault of mov-
ing too fast asit was the sniping and ambushes
along the road being used. Hindsight, whichis
never 20/20regardlessof what othersmight say,
might tell usthe biggest mistake wasin the lo-
gistics sector.

Wejust didn’t plan on our troops moving far-
ther and faster than any unit of comparablesize
inhistory. In other words, thingsweregoing too
good and we had to stop to catch abreather!

There is also the matter of the Republican
Guard, whose planisto stop usfrom driving to
Irag. Maybel justdon’t getit, butwhenonegroup
(us) plans to go to Baghdad and another group
(them) plansto stop them, doesn’t that makefor
somefriction at some point?

The second axiom isthat, if thingsare going
toowell, you’ reprobably beingambushed! This
is perhaps what happened with the Fedayeem
Saddam, thethugswho aresniping at our troops

from behind thelines.

Guerrillawarfareis nothing new and neither
areirregular troops. Many countries, some of
them our allies, have done so in the past when
confrontedwithanoverwhelmingmilitary force.
One might even argue our minutemen were a
guerrillaforce.

Our minutemen, however, did not hidebehind
women and children nor hold them hostage in
order to make othersfight. Those arethe acts of
cowardsand bullies, butwewill havetodeal with
them because we have chosen to be liberators
rather than conquerors.

Perhaps we didn’t count on Saddam or who-
ever isincharge, inlearning sowell thelessons
of 1991. Perhaps we have gotten used to short,
tidy conflictswheretheAmericanmilitary either
winsdecisively or getsout quickly.

We need to remember we are less than two
weeksinto awar with alarge and desperate op-
ponent. We also need to remember that we have
hadtheflexibility weneeded whenthingsdidn’t
go aswell aswe had hoped.

We also need to remember we arein thisfor
keeps. Talk of aquagmire and failed war plans
areonethingwhentroopsarebogged downwith
noclear definitionof victory andnoway tomea-
suregains.

It'sanother thing entirely whenwehaveacl ear
goal and are, by any sane measure, winning the
war.

Yes, some question whether we can win the
peace, but that’saquestionfor later.

For now wehaveawar towin, perhapsinspite
of Chicken Littlein the pressroom.

A. Jay Kelleyisaformer Free Pressreporter
who speakshismindfromtimetotime. Hise-mail
isjkelley@nwkansas.com.
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B BEHIND IT ARE THE
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AND TO THE RIGHT ARE
OUR POPULAR NEX

PORMS— LA CASA, THEME HOUGES— SEGA,
CRIB, YA YA AND ENTENMANN AND ERDS!
DANCES MITH LANGS. \
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