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Thesmilesyou seetoday arethe
result of snow that cameyesterday.

Andtheforecasterswererighton
target.

The National Weather Service
called for arain/snow mixture for
northwest Kansasover theweekend
inits Friday forecast appearing in
the Free Press.

It did exactly that.

Snowfalls ranging from 2 to 8
incheswerereportedintheterritory,
with moisture amounts anywhere
from 0.25 inches up to near 0.50
inches.

“Widespread and very benefi-
cial,” said Mick McGuire, of the
National Weather Serviceofficeat
Goodland.

Intheimmediate Colby vicinity,
thesnow depthtotaled 2incheswith
the moisture content at 0.30 inches
— the first moisture of the month.
Saturday’s moisture amounted to
0.08 incheswith Sunday’s coming
itat 0.22 onthe heelsof 2inchesof
snowfall.

Attheairportin Goodland, where
the weather serviceislocated, the
snowfall measured 2.1 inches,
McGuiresaid.

The Sharon Springsand Atwood
areas reported snowfalls of 7
inches, perhaps a little more than
that in some places, while over in
the Selden vicinity reports of from
6-8 incheswerereported.

TheRexford areahad 3-4inches
and around Brewster 3 1/2 to 4
incheswere common.

St. Francis reportwas3-4inches,
Burlington and Stratton, Colo. had
6-8 inches, while in and around
Benkelman, Neb., thetotal snowfall
was 7 inches. Trenton, Neb. re-
ported 4 inches.

The forecast calls for warming
temperatures. See the weather box
elsewhere on page 1.

State crowns
top speller

TOPEKA (AP) — An 11-year-
old Pittsburg girl, NinaMathew, is
thisyear’sAll-KansasSpellingBee
champion.

Nina, whowonthecontest Satur-
day in Topeka, isthefirst Crawford
County speller to claim the state
tittein 20 years.

Nina, asixth-grader at Pittsburg
Middle School, earned theright to
represent Kansasinthefinal sof the
National Spelling BeeinWashing-
ton, D.C.,inlateMay.

Warming trend

Tonight...mostly cloudy.
Lows in the lower 20s. North

wind 10 to 20 mph.
Tuesday...mostly sunny and
warmer. Highsinthelower 50s.
Northwind 10to 15 mph. Tues-
day night...clear. Lowsin the
upper 20s. Wednesday...mostly
sunny and warmer. Highsinthe
upper 60s. Wednesday
night...clear. Lowsin the upper
30s. Thursday...mostly clear.
Highsin the upper 70s.

Thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 32

Low thismorning, 22

Soil temperature, 44

Year ago, 67 and 41

Weekend precipitation, 0.30

Month’s precipitation, 0.30

Weekend snowfall, 2inches

Records, 86in1952and 14in
1961

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

M orethan 240 peopl eattended
thisyear’sannual Colby/Thomas
County Chamber of Commerce
banquet on Friday at City Limits
Convention Center, makingitone
of the more successful eventsin
recent years, officialssaid.

Inadditiontotheannual reports
from the outgoing and incoming
presidents, new Chamber board
members were installed, along
with recognizing those who
served one or more three-year
terms.

Brian Staats, the incoming
president, thanked the retiring
board members Jon Eicher, Jan
Haigler and Brent Wiedeman for
their service and welcomed the
new members, Donna Inlow of
Oakley, Rex Jamison of Brewster,
and Charles Schwanke and Todd
Stramel of Colby.

The “Business Persons of the
Year,” Mike and Jackie Wiens,
wereintroduced by Sharon Dunn,
who wasamember of the Cham-
ber board for many yearsand past
president. In her remarks, Dunn
spoke about the couple and their
business, Somepl ace Special.

“Their missionwastoservethe
Colby area and offer quality,
unique products,” she said. “Af-
ter meeting with their very first
customer in the living room of
their home, Mike and Jackie
opened the doors of Someplace
Special Floral and GiftsinMay of

1987—justintimefortheMother’s
Day rush.”

The award was given to the
Wiens based on many reasons to
includenot only theway thecouple
handles each customer with per-
sonal attentionand respect, but also
based ontheir continuing effortsto
expandtheir businessand offer new
items.

“Even with the changing eco-
nomic years,” Dunn said about the
couple, “ Someplace Special could
always be depended upon to
brighten someone’'sday.”

Dunn also highlighted the many
waysthe coupl e hel psthe commu-
nity noting the recent addition of a
cooler at Citizens Medical Center
and the annual Christmas Open
House.

“They haveawaysprovided ex-
ceptional customer servicetowed-
ding partiesand put extratimeand
careinto flowers chosen by afam-
ily for afuneral,” she said. “They
literally spend each and every day
spreading cheer and delivering
smiles.”

TheWienshavethreedaughters,
Johnna, Kaylinand Madison. They
are members of Sacred Heart
Church and Mike is active in the
Chamber.

Kentonand SheilaKrehbiel were
thisyear’s “Community Service
Award” recipientsand Staatstalked
about why they were selected.

“Thisvery special coupleexem-
plifies the true meaning of
volunteerism,” Staats said. They
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Kenton and Sheila Krehbiel were recognized with the “Community Service Award” at Friday night’s
Colby/Thomas County Chamber of Commerce banquet. They were recognized for their contin-
ued involvement in the Colby area.

Honors are handed out
at Colby Chamber event

have practiced the art of volun-
teering through many servicesto
include the Thomas County His-
torical Society, Friendsof Pioneer
Memorial Library, Thomas
County Kiwanis Club and the
board of the Kansas Kiwanis
Foundation.

In speaking about Kenton,
Staatssaid, “ heisalwaysincharge
of the yearly Kiwanis Pancake
feedwheremany peopleenjoy his
secret homemade pancake
recipe.”

Kentonisalso president of the
board of trustees of Colby Com-
munity College. Sheilawas also
recognizedfor her involvement as
amember of the Sweet Adelines.

Other activitieshighlightedin-
cluded the coupl€e’sdedication to
Colby College athletics, Colby
Collegebooster club and support
of high school athletics.

The couple met during a com-
puter dating dance while attend-
ing Brown Mackey College,
Staats said.

“They now havetwo daughters
and one grandchild whom they
visitasoftenasthey can,” hesaid.

Theannual banquetishosted by
the Colby Ambassadors and
Colby Diplomats with the theme
thisyear, “Making aPositiveDif-
ference.”

Editor’snote: IntheWednesday
edition of the Free Press, the
president’s message and high-
lightsfromthe guest speaker will
appear.

Hospital update

Boyles resigns;
Sears' removal
by a 12-6 vote

By PATTY DECKER

Free Press Editor

Recent devel opmentsat Citizens
Medical Center, Inc. haveprompted
theneedfor clarificationregarding
Friday’s front page article about
board members Judith Sears and
Terry Cousins.

Michael Boyles, who resigned
Friday asthehospital’ schief execu-
tive officer but was at the annual
meeting, said today that Searswas
not voted off the board of trustees
by aunanimousvote, but rather by
amajority of theentiremembership
consisting of all 20 members.

The action was taken Thursday
night and, according to one of the
people on the membership board,
thevotewas12-6infavor of remov-
ing Searswith one person abstain-
ingand onepersonnot votingonthe
issue.

Following theremoval of Sears,
thenext motionwould havebeento
remove Cousins from the board;
however, before that action could
betaken, Cousinschoseto resign.

In the Friday article, it was re-
ported that the vote was “unani-
mous’ by the board of trusteesto
remove Sears, whichwasincorrect
since the it is the voting member-
ship that votes out aboard member
andnotthetrustees. Evenif thevote
would have been by thetrustees, it
would not have been unanimous
because both Sears and Cousins
were still trustees at that time.

Inadditionto Searsand Cousins
no longer serving as trustees, the
entire membership voted to add
Rich Epp to its general member-
ship.

Theremainingfivetrusteemem-
bers to include Vern Schwanke,
Terry Wendall, SheilaFrahm, Bob
Standage and Curt Stephens then
met at noon on Friday, Boylessaid,
anditwasafter somediscussionthat
everyone decided it would be best
if heresigned.

“1 believethere'salot of healing
that has to happen,” Boyles said
today. “The primary reason | re-
signedisbecauseinthelastyear the
personal attacks on me have taken
their toll.”

Boylessaid hehad hoped to stay
in Colby until his son graduated
from high school, which would
have been six yearsfrom now.

Theboard hasatoughjob ahead,
hesaid, and hedidn’t want tobean
“added burden.”

He said he enjoyed Colby and
while he wanted to stay, he said he
believed it wouldn’t be fair to the
community.

“There's just too much turmoil
and hopefully they (the board) can
find a solution since they will be
leading the way toward finding
one,” Boylessaid.

Another development that was
effectiveonMonday, March31was
the severing of the management
contract between the Colby hospi-

tal and Rural Health Developmer
of Cambridge, Neb.

Roger Petrik, president of Rure
Health Development, confirme
the news earlier today, adding the
itwasa“mutual parting.”

He said that Rural Health ha
been contracted with Citizen
Medical Center for the past si
yearsonayearly contract. Whenth
two parties agreed to part ways, h
said, it waswithin the current con
tract year.

“There is a 60-day out claus
withinthecontract,” Petrik said. |1
other words, sincethecontract wa
terminated, thehospital will bepay
ing the monthly feefor the next 6!
days.

Rural Health Development als
waswillingtolook at alonger tern
of pay out intheevent of cashflov
issueswith the hospital,” he said.

The management contract in
cluded thehiring and paying for a
administrator, along with offerin
variousconsulting on an asneede
basis, Petrik said.

Rural Health Development als
didmock surveysregarding nursing
issues at Prairie Senior Livin
Complex and at the hospital.

Although CitizensMedical Cen
ter was the largest hospital con
tracted with Rural Health, Petril
said hismanagement company ha
seven other hospitals and 20 othe
nursing homes in Nebraska, Kan
sas, lowaand Colorado.

“Wewishtheentire Colby medi
cal system a good future,” Petril
said following news that his com
pany was no longer involved witl
CitizensMedical Center.

Inoneother recent devel opment
Carol Bonebrake, attorney for th
hospital’ sboard of trusteessaidto
day that oral arguments with th
KansasCourt of Appeal swill begil
onTuesday, May 20, at 1:30p.m.
Topeka. The appeal is regarding
Judge Jack Burr’sruling in not al
lowing the hospital to suspend Di
Victor H. Hildyard from the facil
ity.

The panel of judgeswho will b
hearing the appeal include Bol
Lewis of Atwood, Lee Johnsol
from arural Kansas community
and Carol Beim of Wichita.

Regarding the peer review pro
ceedingsthat involve Dr. Hildyar
and the board of trustees, th
timelines required are in 30-da
incrementswiththenext stepinth.
processbeing that the panel canei
ther present to the full board or
committeeof theboardfor arecom
mendation, Bonebrake said. Base
on the presentation from the hear
ing panel, it will betherecommen
dationof either thecommitteeor th
full board to determine whether o
not tosuspend Dr. Hildyard'sprivi
leges. As to the exact timelines
though, Bonebrakewoul d not com
ment on when the next step in th
processwill take place.
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Dible benefit scheduled Saturday

A benefitfor Ken (Butch) Dible, former resident of Colby
and aformer reservespoliceofficer, will beheld Saturday at

a.m.

theNational Guard Armory in Colby from11am. to7 p.m.

Hehasbeen diagnosed with acutemylogenousleukemiaand
isreceivingtreatmentinWichita. Drawings, asilent auction,
karaokee, homemade chili, noodle soup and cinnamonrolls
areonthemenu. The Colby Police Department will haveits
I dent-a-kid program available starting at noon. Ryan Wark
will havehisstock car 8FR availablefor all to see. Freewill

donationswill be accepted.

Health Care group to meet

Hunt on Saturday at Fike Park for children from birthto 9
yearsold. For those three and under, the hunt will begin at
10am.;ages4to6at 10:10a.m.; and children 7to9at 10:20

Fair board meets this week

TheThomasCounty Fair Board will meet on Thursday at
the 4-H building at 8 p.m. Committee reportswill be given
from building and grounds, carnival, rodeo, parade, demo-
litionderby, races, fair book and advertising. Inold business
thegroupwill discussareplacement for ground’ skeeper, the

and perform at amusic in the park program in Denver.

Barbershop Chorus to hold concert

TheTumbleweed Choruswill holdtheir annual concert on
Saturday, April 26. The choir will present “Dixieland Har-
mony” at both 3 and 7:30 p.m. at the Colby Community

Patent Pending.

barbecue, a slab dance and the queen and princess contest.

The Area Citizens for Health Care will have their next

meeting on Tuesday, starting at 7:30 p.m. inthe Colby Com-

munity Building'sLittle Theater.

Easter egg hunt Saturday
TheColby KiwanisClubwill sponsor itsannual Easter Egg

The meeting isopento the public.

Brewster Band plans soup supper
The Brewster Band and guests, and the Goodland High
School Jazz Band, will hold asoup supper and benefit con-
certat 5:45p.m. on Friday at the Brewster School. Proceeds
from the supper will be used by the Brewster Band to attend

College Cultural Arts Center. Tickets may be purchased at
thedoor for $8 or in advance for $7. For tickets or informa-
tion call 462-6552 or 462-8640. The concert will also fea-
ture guest appearances by Very Light Opera Company and

Church open for prayer

Fourth Street.

Rev. Carol Rahn, pastor for the First Presbyterian Church
in Colby, hasannounced the church will be opendaily from
9a.m.to9p.m. whilethecountry isat war. Thosewishingtc
pray or have quiet meditation may usethe church at 515 W.
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