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Suspension’s
effect addressed
by Schwanke

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Followingnewson Thursday that
aColby physician’sprivilegeswere
permanently suspended at Citizens
Medical Center, Inc., the president
of the hospital board of trustees
talked about what that means and
how it could affect the medical
community inthefuture.

Vern Schwanke, president of the
board, said that Dr. Victor H.
Hildyardat Colby Medical and Sur-
gical Center, exhausted all avenues
required through the peer review
processstemming fromtheoriginal
allegationsof improper conduct by
an employee of the hospital nearly
oneyear ago.

“Thepeer review processiscom-
pleted and pursuant tothefair hear-
ing requirements,” said Carol
Bonebrake, attorney for the hospi-
tal board, about thefinal decisionto
suspend the physician.

When asked if Dr. Hildyard had
any other avenuesavailableto him
toretain hisprivilegesat the hospi-
tal, Bonebrake said the medical
staff bylawsexplaintheprocess, but
did not elaborate further.

Dr. Hildyardwasallowedto con-
tinue seeing patientsat the hospital
following aruling by Judge Jack
Burr of Goodland in early May of
2002 based onthefact that thejudge
believedtheadministrativeprocess
needed to be carried out to the so-
|ution. After attempting to suspend
the doctor’s privileges a second
timein the fall of 2002, the judge
againruledtolift thesummary sus-
pensionuntil theentireprocesswas
exhausted.

Regarding stabilization of health
carein Colby and the surrounding
area, along with what are the next
steps by the board, Schwanke said
the hospital board of trustees have
reviewed themanagement contract,
professional leadershipandalterna-
tive procedures to ensure a viable
hospital.

“We look forward to working
with the local media, community
groupsandindividual citizens,” he
said, adding that “there are many
restraints on the board's ability to
respond to each and every question
because of all of the federal and
state lawsthat restrict the dissemi-
nation of information.”

Schwanke added that the board
haslimitationsonwhat they canand

Warm, windy

Tonight...mostly clear and
warm. Lows in the mid 40s.
South wind 10 to 20 mph.
Saturday...becoming partly
sunny...Breezy and continued
warm. Highsinthelower 80s.

South wind 15 to 25
mph...Gusting to 35 mph late.
Saturday night...partly cloudy
andwarm. Lowsinthemid40s.
Sunday...partly sunny and con-
tinued warm. Highsinthemid
80s. Sunday night...partly
cloudy. Lowsinthelower 50s.
Monday...mostly clear. Adlight
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms during the night.
Highsinthelower 80s.

Thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 80

Low thismorning, 31

Soil temperature, 52

Year ago, 72 and 39

Month’s precipitation, 0.30

Month’s snowfall, 2 inches

Records, 89in1977and7in
1989

cannot say, but that the first prior-
ity is setting health care policy for
thosethey serve.

Michael O'Neal of Hutchinson,
whoisDr. Hildyard' sattorney, was
unavailableto comment today, but
hisassociatesaid hewould bemak-
ing a statement for Monday’s edi-
tion of the Free Press.

However, O’ Nedl didsay latelast
week that written argumentsin the
administrativeprocessweredueon
Tuesday, April 8, which was two
daysbeforethedecision wasmade
to terminate Dr. Hildyard's privi-
leges.

Michael Boyles, who was the
chief executive officer at Citizens
Medical Center, resigned his posi-
tion last Friday. Schwanke said to-
day that Kevan Trenkleisthe act-
ing interim.

“He (Kevan) isworking closely
with Dr. LaDonna Regier, chief of
themedical staff at thehospital, Dr.
Raymond Ketting and the Docs
Who Carephysicianstoassurecon-
tinuity of quality patient care,”
Schwanke said.

In addition, Schwanke said that
thereisa“transitionteam” madeup
of hospital staff in placeto coordi-
nate and begin directives of the
board and chief executive officer.

When asked about somepeople’s
fear regarding the hospital and
HMOs, Schwanke said that first of
all an HMO is a health insurance
reimbursement mechanismand not
atype of hospital reimbursement.

“The challenge that Citizens
Medical Center facesarenot unique
to Colby,” he said. “Affordable
health care is a national issue and
rural hospitals face special chal-
lenges,” he said, “and we are con-
tinuing our physician recruitment
efforts and addressing reimburse-
ment i ssues.”

O’ Neal’s associate said that Dr.
Hildyard's attorney would more
than likely discuss his reaction to
what happened on Thursday, along
withthepossibility of talkingabout
theoptionsavailabletohisclient at
thispoaint.

Eventhough Dr. Hildyard cannot
see patients at the Colby facility
following the board of trustees ac-
tionon Thursday, it was confirmed
previously that he doeshave privi-
legesat the L ogan County Hospital
inOakley and at theRegional Medi-
cal Center in Goodland.

Johnson County
getsa new judge

OLATHE (AP)— Gov. Kathleen
Sebeliushasnamed|awyer Thomas
Sutherland to fill adistrict judge
opening in Johnson County. It was
the first such appointment of her
administration.

Sutherland, 43, of Lenexa, will
fill apositionleft openby theretire-
ment of William Cleaver.
Sutherland, who hasspecializedin
civil practice with the firm
Holbrook & Osbhorn, hopestobegin
hisnew dutiesby early next month.

CRYSTAL RUCKER/Colby Free Press

Oh,
yeanh!

From the mouths of babes
sometimes comes music. And
that was the case this morning
whenthekindergarten classes
at Colby Elementary School
presented their spring tea.
“Sounds a Little Fishy to Me,”
was the name of the musical
treatdirected by Jennifer Koel.
Singing their hearts out on the
front row were (left to right)
Mikayla Cody, Danielle Foster
and Shaila Giebler. In the sec-
ond row are Samantha
Lindberg, Logan Jones, Ryan
Stevens and Tanner Rook. No
guestion about it, they were
giving it their all!

Citing hospital’s fate

Group taking worries to commission

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Membersof theAreaCitizensfor
Health Careboard plantomeet with
the Thomas County Commission-
ersonMonday at 9a.m. at thecourt-
house regarding Citizens Medical
Center, Inc.

JohnKern, president of theboard,
saidtoday that their primary reason
for talking withthecommissioners
isto savethe hospital.

“We want to seeif thereis any
possibility of gettingaspecial elec-
tion organized so that peopleinthe
county can have avoice in deter-
miningthedirectiontotakeinhelp-
ing the hospital,” he said.

Kern said he believes that if
somethingisn’t donesoon, thehos-
pital will gounder havinglost more
than $771,000 in operations last
year, according to information he
hasfrom an audit report.

“Anybody who cares about our
hospital should be at this meeting
and let the commissioners know
what concernsthey have,” he said.

Kern, along with other members
of the board, are not sure what op-
tionsareavail abletothepublic, but
believe they cannot sit idle and do
nothing.

He said he hopes the commis-
sionerswill beabletoprovideinfor-
mationthatwill assistintheir quest

tostabilizethemedical community.

“We are asking for the county’s
help by offering its citizens any
options that could be available to
them,” hesaid.

For questions or information
about Monday’ smeeting, Kernen-
couragespeopletocall him at 462-
29609.

In addition to the scheduled ap-
pointment withthecounty commis-
sionersonMonday, DennisHorney,
another member of Area Citizens,
said an emergency meeting of the
group will also be held inthe com-
ing week.

“Followingthenewsthat Dr. Vic-
tor Hildyard’sprivilegeswere per-

manently revoked on Thursday,”
Horney said, “weareurging every-
one to attend this area-wide meet-
ing.”

Horney said the meeting will be
heldinthegymnasiumonthemain
floor of the Colby Community
Building at 7 p.m. next Thursday.

“Anyone and everyone who can
attendiswelcome,” Horney saidto-
day.

Along with seeing representa-
tivesof theAreaCitizensgroup, the
commissionersal sohaveschedul e
Clair Schrock, county road super-
visor, regarding road classification
and Mike Baughn, undersheriff,
regarding inmate medical issues.

Countys fair plans are beginning to jell

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

Thefair islessthan four months
away and the Thomas County Fair
Board was busy making plans to-
ward that end at their Thursday
night meeting.

Marie Skolout, pageant coordi-
nator, presented ideas concerning
the rodeo queen and princess con-
test. She is hoping to order the
saddleearly to beableto display it
aroundtheareatodraw contestants.
The board approved a budget of
$2,000 for the contest.

In other business:

* The board heard reports from
county Extension agent D’ Ette
Scholtz. Scholtzal soquestionedthe
board about release times for the
projectsanditwasdecidedtoallow

projectstobepickedupall day dur-
ing therelease date aslong asthey
were picked up before the time to
clean up the fairgrounds. She also
reported the 4-H Spring Horse
Show will beJune9, unlessitrains,
inwhichcaseitwill berescheduled
toJune 12.

» Board member Jim Malcolm
said he and fellow board member
Stan Strange had repaired thewin-
dow restrainsinthe sheep barnand
that the water line in the commer-
cial building had beenfixedsinceit
frozeand broke.

Malcolm also reported that the
board has drawn $10,000 from
Mastec for camping fees and sug-
gested the money beused to put in
moresites. Strangesuggested some
of the funds be used to upgrade

some of the utility outlets on the
current sites.

e Darrel Dible reported on the
progress of the Thomas County
Amusement Association. He said
they have already purchased three
adult rides and are looking to pur-
chasethreemorechildren’sridesby
fair time. Thegroup isstill accept-
ing donations and will accept help
inavariety of areas. Diblesaid the
Sheridan County fair donated 10to
12 game booths to the association
aswell.

» Gary Garrett said therodeo has
been approved by the Professional
Rodeo Cowboy Associationfor the
dates of July 29 and 30.

* New board members Justin
Alexander and Brad Skolout arethe
committee chairs for the parade.

They reported al etter hasbeen sent
out to county schools about a con-
test seeking athemefor the parade.
First and third graderswill havean
opportunity to come up with &
theme and a prize will be awardec
to the class with the best theme.
Alexander said they will also have
an honorary float in the parade for
their class.

e The board is seeking a new
sponsor for the free barbecueto be
held on July 30. The sponsor helps
with the barbecue and also serves
themeal to the public.

* The new groundskeeper is Ri-
chard Britton. Hehasbeenworking
with Fred Stephenson, the former
groundskeeper, tolearnwhat needs
to be done. The board will honor
Stephenson at the May meeting.
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pray or have quiet meditation may usethe church at 515 W.

Health department to close early

TheThomasCounty Health Department will beclosed on
Wednesday from 1 to 5 p.m. for staff in-service. For ques-
tionsor other information, call (785) 462-4596 or stop by the
officeat 350 S. RangeAve., Suite 2, Colby.

Dible benefit scheduled Saturday

A benefitfor Ken (Butch) Dible, former resident of Colby
and aformer reservespoliceofficer, will beheld Saturday at
theNational Guard Armory in Colby from11am. to7 p.m.
Hehasbeen diagnosed with acutemyl ogenousleukemiaand
isreceivingtreatmentinWichita. Drawings, asilent auction,

am.

karaokee, homemade chili, noodle soup and cinnamonrolls

areon the menu.

The Colby Police Department will have its I dent-a-kid
program availablestarting at noon. Ryan Wark will havehis
stock car 8FR availablefor al the see. Free will donations

will be accepted.

Easter egg hunt is Saturday

TheColby KiwanisClubwill sponsor itsannual Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday at Fike Park for children from birth to 9
yearsold. For those three and under, the hunt will begin at
10am.;ages4to6at 10:10a.m.; and children 7to9at 10:20

‘Church open for prayer

Rev. Carol Rahn, pastor for the First Presbyterian Church
in Colby, hasannounced the church will be open daily from
9a.m.to9p.m. whilethecountry isat war. Thosewishingto

Fourth Street.

School board to meet April 21
TheColby school board’snext regularly schedul ed meet-

ingwill beApril 21at 7 p.m. intheboard roomat theAdmin-
istration Building, 210 South Range.

Endowment meeting IS Monday

The Colby Community College Endowment Association
will holditsannual meetingonMonday at 5:30p.m.All mem-
bersareurgedtoattend. Itwill beheldintheFiresideLounge
intheRobert Burnett Memorial Student Union. For morein-
formation, contact Nick Wellsat (785) 462-4684.

Barbershop Chorus to hold concert

TheTumbleweed Choruswill holdtheir annual concert on
Saturday, April 26. The choir will present “Dixieland Har-
mony” at both 3 and 7:30 p.m. at the Colby Community

College Cultural Arts Center.
Ticketsmay be purchased at the door for $8 or in advance

for $7.

For ticketsor information call 462-6552 or 460-8640. The
concert will also feature guest appearances by Very Light
Opera Company and Patent Pending.
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