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Soaking
showers
continue

By TOM (TD) DREILING
Free Press Publisher

Therainmaker wasmaking more
rain for the Colby area asthiswas
being written thismorning at 9:45.
And the National Weather Service
at Goodland expected showers to
continue for most of the day.

The precipitation collected over
the past 24 hours up to 9:20 this
morningfor Colby was0.45inches,
bringing the month’s total to 1.38
inches and the total since Jan. 1 to
3.16 inches, far outstripping the
January-April figure for 2002
whichwas 1.37 inches.

The rains, said the National
Weather Service, covered all of
northwest Kansas, adding to the
totalsgeneratedintheshower activ-
ity of just aweek ago. In that rain-
fall, Colby received 0.57 inches.

Trenton, Neb. reported 0.71
inchesshortly after 9a.m.today and
St. Franciscameinwith areport of
0.48.

Goodland received 0.13 up to 8
a.m., with other areasreporting the
following: Oakley, 4 miles west,
0.05 and till raining; Hoxie, 0.14
with rain in progress; and Willie
Engelhardtat Mingo, 0.05and"itis
raining pretty good.”

With rain in progress, here are
some other area reports:
Burlington, Colo. 0.40; Leoti 0.13;
Quinter 0.18; Russell Springs0.12;
Sharon Springs, 0.45; Tribune0.50;
McDonald 0.07; Selden 0.13;
Grainfield, 0.21; 1dalia, Colo., 0.35,
Stratton, Colo. 0.17 and Arapahoe,
Colo. 0.36; and Benkelman, Neb.
0.50 and McCook, Neb,. 0.02.

How longwill thewet spell hang
around? Check the weather box
elsewhere on page 1.

Big award given
In jail suicide

TOPEKA (AP) —Afederal jury
hasawarded $10 milliontothepar-
ents of aman who hanged himself
in 1999 while on suicide watch in
the Shawnee County Jail.

Scotty Sisk, 23, died only afew
days into a one-year sentence for
violatinganorder tokeephimfrom
contact with aformer girlfriend.

Hehadbeenplacedinacell inthe
jail’smedical unit, where he pried
ametal plateaway fromthewall and
tore strips from a blanket. He at-
tached theblanket stripstothepl ate,
then leaned forward against them,
choking himself.

Jurors deliberated three hours
Tuesday before making the award

to his parent.Danny and Sharon
Sisk of McCune.

Showers

Tonight...rain showers and
thunderstorms likely. Some
thunderstorms may be severe.
Breezy. Lowsin the lower 40s.
Southeast wind 15 to 25 mph
withguststo 35 mphdecreasing
early inthemorning to 10 mph.
Chance of rain 70 percent.
Thursday...cloudy withachance
of rain showers. Highs near 60.
East wind 5 to 15 mph becom-
ing north late in the morning.
Chance of rain 50 percent.
Thursday night...cloudy. A
slight chance of rain showers
until midnight. Lowsinthe up-
per 30s. Chance of rain 20 per-
cent.

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 72

L ow thismorning, 43

Year ago today, 86 and 34

Records, 98 in 1989, 26 in
1988

24-hour precipitation, 0.45

Month’s precipitation 1.38

CRYSTAL RUCKER/Colby Free Press

Jennifer Wassemiller, vocal instructor at Colby Public Schools, was busy painting props today
for the musical performance “Guys and Dolls,” featuring the Colby Middle School seventh and
eighth grade choir, next Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. in the Colby Grade School auditorium. The musi-
cal, she said, is a part of the Broadway Junior Collection with music and lyrics by Frank Loesser.
The publicis invited. For additional information, call Wassemiller at 465-5200.

Trustees put off selection
of wellness center architect

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

The proposed wellness center at
Colby Community Collegestill has
threeprospectivearchitectsdespite
efforts to trim the list to one at
Monday’s board of trustees meet-
ing. Thearchitectsare Strait Asso-
ciates of Colby, Stecklein and
Brungardt of Hays and Gossen
Livingston of Wichita.

Funding for the project hasbeen
requested from the government,
said Dr. Mikel Ary, college presi-
dent. Hetold the board that in talk-
ing with associates in Sen. Sam
Brownback’ sofficethisweek, there
isabout a50 percent chance or less
of funding. He is hopeful that
Brownback’s support of rural
health care and outward migration
will play favorably for the college.

The grant request was for $4.1
million and Ary was told if the
money was approved, the college
could at best expect onehalf to one
third of thetotal requested. Ary an-
ticipatesareply by early summer.

Trustee Curt Stephens had sug-
gested it was time to narrow the
choicesdownto only onearchitect
so designs and material could be

made and used for fund raising.

Stephens suggested that Strait
Associates should be selected for
theproject sincethey wereoffering
thelowest architectural fees, taking
the overall costs down consider-
ably. Stephens also emphasized
how important having alocal per-
son monitor the project would be.

He made a motion to approve
Strait Associatesand wassupported
by Matt Hamill and Don Kready,
but the other threetrustees, Cleona
Flipse, Kenton Krehbiel and Ken
Poland, voted against the motion.

“We need to select somebody, |
think,” Stephenssaid.

Poland then moved to select
Gossen Livingston as the firm of
choice. But without a second, the
motion failed.

“Anyoneof thesefirmshavethe
ability to build what we want,”
Stephenssaid. “I justthink itisim-
portant to go local .”

Flipse said it would be better to
giveall three firms an opportunity
to statethe very lowest figure they
would chargefor thetotal architec-
tural feesbeforethe board sel ected
afinal firm.

“1 think we have afiscal respon-

sibility,” Flipse said.

Itwasdecidedto contact thethree
firmsand nail downthelowest pos-
siblefiguresfor their feesbeforethe
next meetingon May 5.

In other business:

» Dean of academic affairs,
Gracemary Melvin presented the
year’sprogram review.

« Contracts were approved for
outreach and adjunct instructors.

* A supplemental contract for
Shelly Rodenbeck wasapprovedto
assist a student who had missed a
good portion of the semester dueto
healthissues. The student wantsto
graduatewith her class, butisneed-
ing to make up clinicals. The $800
of thecontractwill bepaidfor by the
student.

« Affiliation agreements for the
physical therapy department were
approved from Wray, Colo.,
Englewood, Colo., and Salina.

* The trustees approved the res-
ignation of Scott Murray, whoisa
computer technicianfor thecollege.
Murray is not a contracted em-
ployeeand will beleaving to work
for S& T Communications.

“We wish him very well,” Ary
said.

Tempers flare
at Colby school
board meeting

Food fights, resignations,
principal figure in the mix

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

Many questions.

Few answers.

Problemswithfood fightsat the
high school, coaching situations,
teachers asked to resign, status of
the high school principal and pos-
sibilities of a new administration
building spanned the course of the
four-hour meeting of the Colby
board of education on Monday
night.

Two teachers and a high school
student started the meeting off by
addressingtheboard. LauraKrejci,
elementary music instructor and
Nancy Rundell, speech teacher at
the high school, both addressed
concernsover the requested resig-
nation of middle and high school
vocal instructor  Jennifer
Wassemiller.

Krejci said that in the past eight
yearsthere have been six different
teachers who have filled
Wassemiller’ spositionandthreeof
them havebeenaskedtoresign. She
guestioned the board asto why the
trend washappening and suggested
it was either apoor interview pro-
cesstoselecttheright personfor the
positionor thefact that expectations
need to change about the vocal in-
structors.  Krejci  praised
Wassemiller for her dedicationand
her abilitiesasateacher.

Rundell told the board how
Wassemiller hasassisted her inpro-
ductions at the high schoal.

“Sheistruly aperson I’ ve been
waiting to come along,” Rundell
said. “Jenniferisgivingit 100 per-
cent.”

Rundell toldtheboard her biggest
concern was that they were trying
toeliminateapositioninthemusic
department and cautioned theboard
on how important themusi c depart-
ment was to students who partici-
pateinit.

“Itfillstheneedsof studentswho
don't fit elsewhere,” shesaid.

Rundell finished by saying, “If
you let her go, you arereally loos-
ing something. If she goes back to
Wichita, we havelost ajewel.”

High school student Taylor
Miller brought his concernsto the
board about the proposed resigna-
tion of principal Don Barta. Miller
said that after thefood fight onlast
Tuesday, issuesthat need to be ad-
dressed have not, but other areas
such astardinessand absence have
been tightened.

“Barta’s removal would be a
costly error,” he said. “It will add
stresstotheschool and causeshame
to the board.”

After suchapowerful openingto
the meeting, the regular agenda
continued with no discussion of ei-
ther subject.

During the principal’s reports,

Terrell Harrison and Robb Rossre-
ported on the elementary and
middleschools. High school activi-
tiesdirector Jeff Quenzer gave his
report and at the compl etion, board
member Bill Miller questioned su-
perintendent Kirk Niel senabout the
missing report fromthehigh school
principal.

NielsentoldMillerthat Mr. Barte
was absent from the meeting and
therefore could not report.

When Miller asked why Mr.
Barta was not at the meeting,
Nielsensaid, “1 asked himnot to be
heretonight unlesswecalledhim.”

Growingvisibly agitated, Miller
told Nielsen that is was a public
meeting and he couldn’t do that.

“1did,” Nielsen said.

Nothing moreto say, themeeting
continued as Diana Wieland, cur-
riculumdirector gaveher report and
then Nielsen presented the
superintendent’sreport.

After abrief report on open posi-
tionstofill for the coming year by
Nielsen, Miller onceagainbeganto
guestion him.

“| received aletter fromyoulast
week and | want to know an update
onthingsat thehighschool,” Miller
said.

The two-sided conversation be-
tweenMiller and Niel sen continuec
as Nielsen reported afew students
were identified and suspended.
Miller said damage had been done
totheflagsinthecommonsareaanc
askedif thestudentswerebeingre-
quired to pay for the damage.

WhenNielsensaidthey werenat,
Miller referred tothe student hand-
book and asked why Nielsen was
not abiding by it.

Board member Tracy Rogersin-
terjected and asked Nielsen wha
had cleaned up the mess and was
told it was the teachers and the
“good students” who were not in-
volved inthefight.

Wilburn Holloway then ques-
tioned Nielsen by saying, “is that
why Mr. Bartaisn't here?’.

Nielsen said, “not directly.”

Nielsen continued by reporting
that in dealing with the situation
with Barta, Barta asked Nielsen if
hewanted hisresignation. “Hever-
bally offereditand| said, ‘' Goahead
and take off,”” Nielsen said.

The board continued with the
meeting and went on to personnel
where the resignations of band in-
structor Cathy Cash; Wassemiller;
elementary teacher Melissa Reed;
andlibrary paraprofessional Rachel
Workman were accepted.

Executivesessionsamountingin
atotal of 1:40 weretaken through-
out the night to discuss aforemen-
tionedissuesaswell asasuggestec
problem with the girls' basketball
coach. There was no action taken
after any of the sessions.

B Y

Important publication notice

With the absence now of a Tuesday Free Press, we are
asking our contactsto please keep that in mind asthey pre-

pareitemsfor the paper. Weliketo inform our readers sev-

eral daysinadvanceof activitiestaking placein and around
Thomas County and the area. With some of our subscribers
getting their newspaper by mail thefollowing day, itisim-
portant that they be given the courtesy of notification of any
event several daysinadvance. Itemsfor thiscolumnaretaken

upto9am.daily. The Free Pressthanksyou for your coop-

eration.

School plans ‘Renaissance Day’
Colby High School is sponsoring a“Day at the Renais-
sance” on Friday with activitiesbeginning at 9 a.m. Formal
presentations for sixth through twelfth grade students start
at 9:15a.m. with participantsin costumeand exhibiting fight-
ing, dancing and fire eating. The formal portion of the pre-
sentationwill end at 10:15a.m.. withinformal presentations

at demonstrationtablesfrom 10:15to 11:15a.m. After lunch,
the same schedule will again be held and everyoneis wel-
cometostopby andvisit, school officialssaid. For questions,
call 465-5300.

Volunteers to be recognized

A teaandrecognitionfor volunteersof PrairieSenior Liv-
ing Complex in Colby hasbeen plannedfor Friday, May 2 at
2:30 p.m. Anyone who has volunteered or isinterested is
welcometo attend.

Concertin Levant tonight

charge.

The Captive Free Ministry will be holding a concert to-
night at the Levant Community Church at 7 p.m. The pro-
gram will consist of music, puppets and skitsand is free of

4-H Dog Show Saturday
Therewill bea4-H Spring Dog Show at 10 a.m. on Satur-

day at the4-H Building at the Thomas County Fairgrounds,
said Carrie Bredemeier, dog project leader. The event will
be alearning experience for beginners or for those wanting

toimprove showing their animals.
The categoriesinclude obedience and showmanship, she
said, and everyoneiswel cometo attendandwatchthe4-Hers.

For questionscall Bredemeier at 462-3817 or the Thomas
County Extension Office at 462-4582.

Vendors wanted for flea market

Rexford PRIDE is sponsoring its Farmers/Flea Markets
during the months of May through September, said Evelyn

Johnson, one of the coordinators.
Theeventswill beheld onthefirst Saturday of each month
with thefirst oneon May 3from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Booth cost

for vendors is $10 with alunch stand provided by various
community organizations.
Anyoneinterestedin participating asavendor or hasques-

tions, call Johnson at (785) 687-3925.
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