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Drought chatter:

‘LLo0oKS

like

It's about over’

By TOM (TD) DREILING
Free Press Publisher

Colby’srainfall total for the past
24 hours— 8 am. Wednesday to 8
a.m. today — is0.57 inches, mov-
ing the month’s figure to 1.50
inches.

Since the first of the year, the
Northwest Research-Extension
Center here, hasrecorded atotal of
3.28 inches of precipitation. That
compares with 1.38 inches for the
same period in 2002.

January 2003 wasamoisturel ess
month, February brought 0.40
inches, March1.38inchesandsofar

inApril 1.50inches.

In 2002, January produced 0.57
inches, February 0.22, March 0.16
and April 0.42.

April’saveragefor Colby dating
back to 1893 is 1.89 inches. The
January-April averagefor thesame
periodis3.79inches.

Street chatter yesterday andagain
today centered around the status of
the drought with the prevailing
opinionbeing, “lookslikeit’sabout
over.”

This morning’s rains are not
inclucdedinthisreport, butwill add
nicely to Friday’stotals.

Colby High musicians
to state on Saturday

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Colby High School band and vo-
cal studentswill be in Gypsumfor
statecompetition Saturday to com-
pete in solo and ensembles, said
Julie Groom, band instructor.

ThesoloistsincludeTalithaNye,
vocal; Katie Molstad, flute; Matt
Hutflesand Josh Cox on bassclari-
net; Tony Brown, tenor sax; Reed
Shoaff, horn; Taylor Miller and
Jared Dinkel, trombone; Theo
Kleinsorge and Alex Kleinsorge,
tuba; Karen Higerd, drumset; Joey
Melnyk, timpani; Stephen
Mardock, snare; and Elizabeth
Waterman, violin.

Therearealsoeight variousband
and vocal ensembl esparticipating.
Those include the girls vocal trio,
flute trio, woodwind trio, wood-
wind quintet, saxophone quartet,
clarinet choir, percussionensemble
and low brass choir, Groom said.

Students who qualified for the
stateeventtraveledinlateMarchto
Oberlin to participate in the re-
gional solo and ensemblecompeti-
tion. Vocalistsentered onetrio and
four solos in the regional event,
Groom said. Soloist results in-
cluded Tess Baumfalk, 111; Hope
Daniels, I1; Talitha Nye, I; and
AlishaTalsma, 1.

The band entered eight en-
semblesand 30 soloistsat Oberlin.
Ensembles receiving a“l” rating
were: Flutetrio (Rikki Lane, Rachel
Funk and Sara Sanford); Wood-
wind trio (Katie Molstad, Valarie
Higerd and Sarah Redmond);

60s, 70s forecast

Tonight...cloudy. Lows near
40.Northwind10to 15 mphbe-
cominglight early inthe morn-
ing. Friday...partly sunny.
Highsinthemid 60s. Southeast
wind 5 to 10 mph. Friday
night...mostly clear. Lowsinthe
lower 40s. Saturday...mostly
sunny. Highsin the lower 70s.
Saturday night...partly cloudy
withasdlight chance of showers
andthunderstorms. Lowsinthe
lower 40s. Chance of rain 20
percent.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 64

Low thismorning, 41

Year ago today, 59 and 39

Records, 94 in 1906, 25 in
1958

Month'’s precipitation 1.50

Water Usage/Colby

April 23 =1.30 million gal-
lons

Woodwind Quintet (Molstad, Katie
Friesen, Baumfalk, Shalin Brogan,
and Reed Shoaff); Clarinet Choir
(Brogran, Leanne Juenemann,
Higerd, Amanda Mcllnay, Matt
Hutfles, Redmond, Josh Cox and
Tony Brown); Percussion En-
semble(Higerd, Joey Melnyk, Tan-
ner Glad, Stephen Mardock, Matt
Coplin); andLow BrassChoir (Tay-
lor Miller, Shane Carter (student
director), Amy Dickman, Rusty
Helin, Jared Dinkel, DaraNichals,
Theo Kleinsorge, Collin Bielser,
and Alex Kleinsorge).

The brass choir took all rating
withmembersScott Smith, Korissa
Call, Luke Rogers, Taylor Miller,
ShaneCarter, Amy Dickman, Rusty
Helin, Jared Dinkel, Brian
Seemann, Trey Hamilton, Reed
Shoaff, Paul Schrick, Darla
Nichols, Theo Kleinsorge, Collin
Bielser, Alex Kleinsorgeand Bran-
donWilliams.

Instrumental soloistsgettinga“l”
rating in Oberlin were: Katie
Molstad onflute; Matt Hutfles, Josh
Cox on bassclarinet; Tony Brown,
tenor sax; Reed Shoaff, horn; Tay-
lor Miller, Jared Dinkel, trombone;
Theo and Alex Kleinsorge, tuba;
Karen Higerd, drumset; Joey
Melnyk, timpani; Stephen
Mardock, snare and Elizabeth
Waterman, violin. Instrumental so-
loistsreceivinga“ll” rating were:
Hope Daniels, alto sax; Matt Au-
gustine, bari sax; Amy Dickman,
Trey Hamilton, trombone; Darla
Nichols, euphonium; and Tanner
Glad, marimba.

I nterstate incident

Details are sketchy of an early morning one-car accident today
at the Levant exit on Interstate 70. Shortly before 8 a.m. high-
way patrol, EMS, fire rescue, motor carrier inspectors and the
Thomas County Sheriff’s office responded to the scene. Although
reports from the Kansas Highway Patrol were not completed,

MICHELLE L. HAWKINS/Colby Free Press

on-site reports suggest that the driver, aman from California, had
exited and intended to reenter onto I-70, but missed the on-ramp.
His car went through the south ditch and collided with a tree.
Name of the driver and his condition were not available when
this report was prepared late this morning.

According to director’s report...

Public works department busy in 2002

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The Colby City Council re-
viewedthe2002work report for the
public works department at its
meeting Tuesday. The purpose of
thereport, said Gerry Bieker, pub-
lic works director, is to give the
council abetter ideaof what goeson
inthisportionof thecity’sstructure.

Inhisreview, Bieker saidthepub-
lic works department includes
streets, water, waste water, parks,
mai ntenanceand sanitation, logged
about 49,000 hourslast year.

With 25 employed in public
works, Bieker outlined projectsin
the various areas that make up the
department.

“Thestreet department,” hesaid
has seven employees, “one of
whichisafull time sweeper opera-
tionandanother that mowsfull time
in the summer months.”

Therewere27 projectswithinthe
street department, hesaid, ranging
from removing an island on S.
Range and constructing Horton

Avenueto creating handicapramps
and crack filling and hole patching
on streetsthroughout the city.

“The cost for major new con-
struction for streets within Colby
was estimated at $700,000 if done
by acontractor,” Bieker said. How-
ever, by doingthework “in-house,”
city crewswereabletocompletethe
work at an estimated $350,000.

Taxes for the street department,
hesaid, isabout $65,610with about
$40,677 of that paid by theresiden-
tial taxpayer. Inbreaking that num-
ber down based on 2,200 residents
inthecity, Bieker said the average
taxpayer pays$18.49 per year tothe
street department.

Inthewater and waste water de-
partment of public works, Bieker
saidtherearefiveemployeesmain-
taining all public water supply
wells, waste water treatment plan
and more than 40 miles of water
main and sewer main with more
than 4,500 water and sewer taps.

Responsibilitieswithinthewater
department include meter reading,

Military impact on state hailed

TOPEKA (AP) — The state's
three major military installations
said they added more than $1.34
billion to the Kansas economy last
year, providing stability and jobs
whileother sectorsof theeconomy
faltered.

An officia with the Kansas De-
partment of Commerce and Hous-
ing said Wednesday the military’s
figuresfor Fort Leavenworth, Fort
Riley and McConnell Air Force
Base should not betaken lightly.

“The military is adifferent ani-
mal,” said SteveKelly, deputy sec-
retary of commerce. “It'snotonthe
samecyclical linesof therest of the
economy.”

Kelly said the military provides
astablework force at atimewhen
aviation and agriculture have suf-
fered from recession and drought.

Fort Riley isthe state’s largest
military installation, hosting more
than 10,000 soldiers, 12,000 family
members, 19,000retireesand 4,100

civilian employees. The military
said that translatesto $688 million
in economic impact on the statein
the 2002 fiscal year, anincrease of
almost $74 million from the previ-
ous year. Over recent months, the
post has played arolein the train-
ing of more than 5,000 reservists
who were deployed for duty inthe
Iragi war andfor homeland security.

Lt. Col. Mike Shepherd, a
spokesman for Fort Leavenworth,
saidtheimpact totals $200 million.

Christmas decorations, repairing
leaks, fillinginontrashtruck, pool
preparation, along with mainte-
nanceand repairsduring theseason,
largeconcretepours, meter repairs,
installing andrel ocating new water
mainsand new services.

“Thecity’ssevenwater wellsran
17,177 hours and pumped nearly
665 million gallons of water,” he
said. “ Thecity has711 million gal-
lons of water rights and if not for
conservation measureswould have
over rantheserights.”

The parks department has two
full-timeemployeesand maintains
eight parkswith atotal areaof 161
acres, according to thereport.

In explaining park responsibili-
ties, Bieker said maintaining the
parksincludes mowing, weed eat-
ing, restroom upkeep, tree trim-
ming, painting and staining build-
ings, trash pickup, spraying, tennis
court upkeep and controlling nox-
iousweeds.

With respect to the cost incurred
by the taxpayer, Bieker said based

on the mill levy of $14,306 with
$8,870 of that paid by residential
taxpayers, the cost per year to each
resident isabout $4.03.

There are six employees in the
sanitation department taking in &
total of nearly 4,500 tons of trash
eachyear. Based onthetippingfee,
expensesand revenue, the average
profitinthisdepartment wasabout
$1 aton.

Bieker toldthecouncil that basec
on this amount, he predicts that
changesare going to become man-
datory to keep this part of the de-
partment viable.

The maintenance department
withinthepublicworksdepartment
maintains more than 120 pieces of
equipment for the city.

“Thisequipmentincludesevery-
thingfrom policecarstoloadersanc
push mowers,” he said.

Council members told Bieker
they appreciatedtheorganizational
report, which they said gave them
abetter understanding of what types
of thingsfall under public works.

Today’s Colby Free Presswill
bealot thicker than usual. Today
weinclude aspecial section that
deals with northwest Kansas
schools.

The 28-page section isacom-
binedeffort of all thepapersinthe
Nor” West Newspaper group, and
takes alook at shrinking enroll-
ment and ashrinking statebudget.

Itlooksat thebenefitsand prob-
lemsof small schools, thehistory

Special features schools

of some districts, transportation,
landtransfers, cooperativeagree-
ments, consolidationandwhat the
statelegislatureistryingtodofor
, aswell asto, rural schools.
Photos and stories include
schools at Brewster, Cheylin,
Colby, Edmond, Densmore, Gem,
Golden Plains, Goodland,
Herndon, Jennings, Lenora, Lo-
gan, Norcatur, Northern Valley,
Norton, Oberlin and St. Francis.
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Barbershop concert Saturday
TheTumbleweed Choruswill holdtheir annual concerton
Saturday. The choir will present “Dixieland Harmony” at
both 3 and 7:30 p.m. at the Colby Community College Cul-
tural Arts Center. Tickets may be purchased at the door for
$8orinadvancefor $7. For ticketsor information call 462-
6552 or 460-8640. Theconcert will al sofeatureguest appear-
ances by Very Light OperaCompany and Patent Pending.

Benefit for infant scheduled

A benefit pastalunch is scheduled for Sunday from noon
to 2 p.m. at the Colby United Methodist Church to benefit
Braden Beims, infant son of Mitch and Cortney Beims of
Colby, who hasundergone asecond open heart surgery. The

fund raiser will beafree-will donation.

School plans ‘Renaissance Day’
Colby High School is sponsoring a“Day at the Renais-

sance” on Friday with activitiesbeginning at 9 am. Formal
presentations for sixth through twelfth grade students start
at 9:15a.m. with participantsin costumeand exhibiting fight-
ing, dancing and fire eating. The formal portion of the pre-
sentationwill endat 10:15a.m.. withinformal presentations
at demonstrationtablesfrom 10:15to 11:15a.m. After lunch,
the same schedule will again be held and everyone is wel-
cometostopby andvisit, school officialssaid. For questions,
call 465-5300.

Volunteers to be recognized

A teaandrecognitionfor volunteersof Prairie Senior Liv-
ing Complex in Colby hasbeen plannedfor Friday, May 2 at
2:30 p.m. Anyone who has volunteered or isinterested is
welcometo attend.

4-H Dog Show Saturday

Therewill bea4-H Spring Dog Show at 10 a.m. on Satur-
day at the4-H Building at the Thomas County Fairgrounds,

said Carrie Bredemeier, dog project leader. The event will
be alearning experience for beginners or for those wanting
to improve showing their animals. The categories include
obedience and showmanship, shesaid, and everyoneiswel-
cometo attend and watch the 4-Hers.

Vendors wanted for flea market
Rexford PRIDE is sponsoring its Farmers/Flea Markets

during the months of May through September, said Evelyn
Johnson, oneof thecoordinators. Theeventswill beheld on
thefirst Saturday of each month with thefirst oneon May 3

from 8 am. to 2 p.m. Booth cost for vendorsis $10 with ¢
lunch stand provided by various community organizations.

Childbirth classes set for May

Expectant mothersareinvited to attend childbirth educa-
tion classesscheduledfor May, said Amy Hutfles, oneof the
teachers. The classesarefrom 7-10 p.m. on Thursday, May

1, 8,15and 22 inthe Health Sciences Building on the Col by
Community College campus.
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