Monday —

May 12,2003

o>0¢

Volume 114, Number 88
Serving Thomas County since 1888

Dole Institute
nears completion

By CARL MANNING
Associated Press Writer

LAWRENCE (AP) — Where
others view dust and disorder, Ri-
chard Norton Smith sees aliving
legacy to Bob Dole.

Smithisdirector of the Robert J.
Dole Institute of Politics on the
University of Kansas campus. As
construction nears completion,
there's still plenty of exposed dry-
wall, dangling wires and hinges
without doors.

Smith ignored the clutter in the
28,000 square-foot limestone
building namedfor theformer U.S.
senator from Kansas and former
presidential candidate.

“I've seen it from Day One. It's
called vision. It may be an unreal -
isticvision, butit’savision,” Smith
said. “Thegoal isto communicate
something of thenobility of public
service.”

If hisrecord is any indicator,
Smith’svisionwill bereality when
theinstituteisdedicated July 22 —
Dole's80th birthday.

“It's not a shrine nor a personal
monument but neither areweacon-
ventional ivory tower,” Smithsaid.
“Imagine a public policy institute
that involvesthe public.”

An author and authority on the
presidency, Smith was director of
four presidential libraries — Her-
bert Hoover, Dwight Eisenhower,
Gerald Ford and Ronald Reagan.

Hetook over theinstitutein De-
cember 2001, two months after its
groundbreaking and four years af -
ter university officialscameupwith
theidea

“He'sflattered and honored, but
it' ssomething henever sought. But
he wants it to outlive him and it
needs to be more than about him,”
Smithsaid.“Certainly itwill bepart
of hislegacy, but hopefully aliving
legacy.”

Smith made design changes so
theinstitutewould moreaccessible
and appealing to the public.

A reading roomfor scholarswas
scaled back toenlargethemain hall
to 3,300 square feet. The kitchen
was doubled in size to accommo-
datelargepublicevents. The35,000
square foot reflecting pool in front
of the institute was redesigned to
doubleasaskating rink inthewin-
ter.

Smith has had close ties with
Dolefor morethan 25yearsand has
a good idea what Dole wants the
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Maybe showers

Thomas, L ogan Counties
Tonight... mostly clear to
partly cloudy. Lows in the up-
per 40s. 20 percent chance of
rainshowersandthunderstorms
after midnight. Southwind5to
15 mph.

Tuesday...mostly to partly
sunny. Highsin the upper 70s.
Eastwind5to 15 mphwitha30
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cent chance of morning rain
with therest of the day mostly
sunny. Highsinthemid 70s
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instituteto be.

“Hewantsit to be public aswell
as academic and relevant, and a
place where young people can get
asenseof service,” Smith said.

Planned publicprogramsinclude
the annual Dole Lecture where a
prominent person will talk about
international politics. There also
will bethePresidential Lecture Se-
ries each year, with a panel of no-
table individual s discussing the
presidency.

Each year, the Dole Prize for
Leadership will be awarded. The
firstrecipientinJuly will beformer
New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani.

Academic programs will be
added to the agenda and efforts al-
ready are under way to record oral
histories of Dole, former Gov. Bill
Gravesand others.

How much will be added will
depend on how much money the
institute can raise. Smith said the
instituteneedstoraisea$20million
endowment to keeping it running.

While there will be much about
Dole, itwon't bejust about Dole.

“TheinstituteusesDol€'slifeas
clothes line on which to hang a
much larger story of Kansas,”
Smith said.

“Above al, the relationship be-
tween Kansasand Bob Dole.

The entrance will have a 12-by-
19Kansasmap of red graniteinthe
floor. Nearby will be a 12-by-22
stain glass window depicting rural
Kansas, paid for by Doleand dedi-
cated to his parents.

WorldWar 1l changed Dol€'slife
and theinstitute will reflect hisre-
spect for war veterans.

Gravely wounded in Italy, Dole
required years of therapy and even
then hisright armwasall but unus-
able.

That forced him to change plans
from being a physician to law
school and politics.

At one end of the main hall will
beal2-by-29 stained glasswindow
of theAmericanflag, abackdropto
Dole’'sArmy uniform, the dog tags
he wore when wounded and his
Purple Heart medal .

Oneither sideof theuniformwill
be 10 1/2-foot sections of metal
beams from the World Trade Cen-
ter with the rust and twisted metal
still evident.

Nearby photographs of Kansans
who served in World War 11 will
cover a400 sgquare-foot wall.

Colby hospital
plans meeting

CitizensMedical Centerisspon-
soring aspecial community meet-
ing at 7 p.m, Wednesday, in the
Colby High School auditorium,
said Vern Schwanke, president of
the hospital’sboard of trustees.

The purpose of the meeting, he
said, will beto discuss and answer
any questionsregarding the Colby
hospital’scritical accessstatusand
transition. The hospital recently
appliedfor thisstatusinorder toall
the facility more flexibility with
many federal rulesandregulations,
hesaid.

“We are looking forward to the
opportunitiesthisprogramwill pro-
vide,” he said. For questions, call
the hospital 462-7511.
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Mother’s Day was even more special as mothers watched their sons and daughters receive their high school diplomas during the
Golden Plains Commencement Ceremony held Sunday in Rexford. Brady John Dible, who was one of the 17 graduates, gave his
parents Robert and Peggy a daisy as a token of gratitude.

Hundreds attend Golden Plains
commencement ceremony Sunday

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The Golden Plains School Dis-
trict held commencement ceremo-
nies in Rexford on Sunday with
hundreds filling the auditorium at
the high schoal.

Frederick LeeAlberswasthesa-
lutatorian and Michele Lynn
Goscha, theval edictorian, spoketo
their classmates, teachers, parents
and friendsabout gratitude and the
diversity of the 17 students that
made up the Class of 2003.

Dr. Roger Baskerville, superin-
tendent, introduced bothAlbersand
Goscha and talked about their ac-
complishments.

Albers, he said, was activein a
variety of organizationsand extra-
curricular activitiesduring hisfour
yearsin high school.

Alongwithcarryinga3.89grade
point average, Alberswas also ac-
tive in scholar’s bowl, forensics,
football, basketball, track, and
powerlifting. Baskerville said
Albersplansto attend Butler Com-
munity College and continue on
toward becomingamechanical en-
gineer. In his remarks, Albers
thanked everyonefor makingadif-
ferencein hislife and those in his
class.

“Without parents we would be
nothing,” he said, “and we would
not know the difference between
right and wrong.”

Albersalsotalked about therole
of the community and teachersin
helping students mature and pre-
parefor their placesin society.

As for his classmates, Albers
quoted from Dr. Suesssaying, “Be
whoyouareand say how youfeel.”

“We worked well asateam,” he
said, “and remember you will al-
ways be Golden Plains Bulldogs.”

Goscha held a 3.92 grade point
average and was the secretary and
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Michele Goscha

vice-president of her class,
Baskervillesaidinhisintroduction.
She is a member of the National
Honor Society and served aspresi-
dent her senior year.

Goscha was an All-American
scholar, attended Girls' State, par-
ticipated in band, forensics, CY O
and more, he said. Goschaplansto
attend Colby Community College
next year and then attend a four-
year ingtitution.

In her remarks, Goscha spoke
about early memories of grade
school and other timesduring their
13 yearsof schoal.

“Itseemslikejustyesterday were
taking naps in Kindergarten,” she
said. She spoke of the class over-
coming many thingsand being one
of themost diversified.

Goscha had something to say
about each of her classmatesandthe
special giftsthey gave to one an-
other ranging fromonestudent who
awayshad an“ear” tolisten or an-
other with compassion.

Goschathanked the teachersfor
sharing their knowledge and
thanked othersfor giving her adeep
sense of faith.

Frederick Lee Albers

Her final message to her class-
mates was to remember that even
thoughthey aregoingtheir separate
ways, “we are still together in our
hearts.”

Inadditionto GoschaandAlbers
speaking, RoxieErickson, ateacher
for 40 yearswith 28 of those years
at GoldenPlainsGrade School, was
theguest speaker. Ericksonthanked
Brandon Offutt, one of the seniors
inthegraduatingclass, forintroduc-
ing her and referred to him as
BMOC or Big Man on Campus.

In her remarks, she gavethe stu-
dents atop 10 list of thingsto re-
member as they go out into the
world. Number ten was prayer and
totrustin God by havingfaith. Nine
wasthat lifeistoo short, so eat the
dessert first. “Be a good neighbor
andhaveahappy life,” shesaid. The
number eight thing to remember
was friendship and that thereisal-
ways one more space in the circle
for anew friend.

Number seven was having fun
and Erickson said this was some-
thingtheclasshadreally succeeded
indoing.“ Savorthemoment and |l et
people know if they make adiffer-

enceinyour life. Number six, which
she said wasthe hardest part of her
life, was to be
patient. “Life
takesalot of pa-
tience,” shesaid,
“as parents well
know that it took
patience to get
these kids tc
18"

Her number
five choice was
something her
husband has displayed for many
years, which was “You can’t hoot
with owls and soar with eagles,”
meaningthat lifeisaseriesof grow-
ing and learning and like a race,
there will be bumps and wrecks
along with way.

Number four was what she re-
ferredtoas* balancing your check-
book.” AsBenjamin Franklinonce
said, “a penny saved is a penny
earned.” Even though money i<
important, she said, it cannot buy
everything. It cannot buy love, re-
spect, honesty or enjoyment.

Her number three choice was
courage and the ability to admit
whenwearewrong. “ Chooseyour
goal and stay with it and stop at
nothing to get there.”

Kindness was the number twa
thing to remember, adding that we
should never pass up the chancetc
wear asmile. Thenumber onething,
shesaid, wasten two-letter words:
“If itisto be, it isup to me.”
Erickson told the class to follow
their dreams and hopes. A videc
project by the class was shown
highlighting each student through
the years and Angela Fortin sang,
“TheLuckiest.”

Editor's note: Awards and other
scholar shipinformationfor eachof
the studentswill appear inafuture
edition.

Erickson
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Retirement reception planned

There will be a retirement reception for Corky Delzeit,
director of public power, at 3 p.m., Friday, May 30, in the
council chambers of Colby City Hall, 585 N. Franklin. Ev-
eryoneisinvited to attend the celebration to honor Del zeit
onhis36 yearsasacity employee, said Carolyn Armstrong,

city manager.

Awards ceremony tonight

TheColby High School awardsceremony beginsat 7 p.m.,
tonight, intheschool auditorium. Duringtheceremony, many
seniors will receive avariety of awards and scholarships.
Earlier today, students in grades 9-12 were recognized for
outstanding accomplishments by various departments. Ev-
eryoneiswelcometo attend the ceremony tonight.

Both clinics to offer physicals
Colby Medical and Surgical Center wantedtolet students

and parentsknow that they will be offering free physicalsto
students again thisyear; however, the date has not yet been
determined. In addition, the Family Center for Health Care
isalsooffering physicalsfor studentswitha$10feethat will
go toward the athletic program at Colby High School. The
date for physicals at Family Center for Health Care is
Wednesday beginning at 5to 6 p.m. for thosegoinginto sev-
enth and eighth and at 6 to 7 p.m. for grades ninth and up.

Youth plan performance Wednesday

A multimedia production called, “Cometo Me,” will be
presented at 7 p.m., Wednesday, at the Bedker Building on
the Colby Community College campus. The presentationis
by TheRemnant, agroup of 10young peoplewho usedrama,
video, music, and dance to communicate amessage of hope
in hurting times.

The Remnantisatraveling ministry of YouthWithaMis-
sion. A free-will offering will be taken and the program is
opento thepublic.

For questions call Rachael Walker at (785) 462-6432.

‘Work days’ set by carnival group
TheThomas County Amusement Associationisplanning
tohold“work days” each Saturday until fair timeand every-
oneinthe community isencouraged to lend ahand.
Theassociation, thedriving forcebehind thehome-owned
carnival, haspurchased several ridesand with help onwork

daysmay be ableto have some of thosein operation by July

4th. Contact the association’s vice president, Chad L.
Zimmerman, if you need additional information.

Barbershoppers plan guest night

TheTumbleweed Barbershop Chorusissponsoring aspe-
cial guest night at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, May 15, at the Col by

United Methodist Church. Barbershoppers are inviting ev-

eryonetocomeand enjoy thefun, food andfellowship of the
Tumbleweed Chorus and bring afriend. For questions, call
460-8640 or 462-6552.



Colby Free Press ????day, date, 1998



