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|_ocal officials
commenton
INcreased alert

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

With the nation’s security alert
elevatedtoorangeor “ high” status,
the FreePresstoday turnedtolocal
officials to gauge the impact on
Colby and Thomas County.

Colby and Thomas County law
enforcement officialssaid they are
taking the most recent terrorism
aert seriously, along with asking
othersto report any suspicious be-
havior.

Thomas County Sheriff Tom
Jones said today that suspicious
activities around feedlots, natural
gaslines, or food sourcesshould be
reportedto either thecity or county
officials.

“Whenever wearemadeawareof
heightened alertsfromtheFBI,” he
said, “wetakealook at not only the
threat level, but al so what the chat-
ter isabout and possibletargets.”

Unlikemajor metropolitanaress,
he said, rural communities pay
closeattentiontoany disruptionsof
the food chain, which iswhy feed-
lots, water supplies and fields are
monitored more closely.

“Wereceiveteletypeinformation
about alert changes,” Jones said,
“andfor usout herewearetunedin
differently thanin bigger cities.”

CarolynArmstrong, Colby’scity
manager, said the areas that could
be interrupted such as wastewater
and water operations are regularly
monitored. In the event that some-
thing is shut down, city crews are
aerted by the system in place and
could act quickly if theneed arises.

Jonesaddedthat officialsarecon-
cerned about therecent threatsand
well aware that thisareaisamain
avenue acrossthe country.

People are encouraged to report
unusual situationsby calling either
the Colby Police Department at
462-4460 or the Thomas County
Sheriff’soffice at 462-4570.

Cloudy, warmer

Thomas, L ogan Counties

Tonight...mostly cloudy.
Lowsinthemid40s. Southwind
around 10 mph.
Thursday...mostly cloudy inthe
morning...Then becoming
partly sunny. Highsinthelower
80s. South wind 10 to 15 mph.
Thursday night...mostly cloudy.
A chance of showers and thun-
derstormsearly inthemorning.
Lowsin the lower 50s. Chance
of rain 30 percent.
Friday...mostly cloudy. A
chanceof showersand thunder-
stormsintheafternoon. Highsin
thelower 70s. Chanceof rain 30
percent. Friday night...mostly
cloudy with a chance of show-
ersand possibly athunderstorm,
mainly in the evening. Lows
near 50. Chance of rain 30 per-
cent.

By thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 60

L ow thismorning, 39

Year ago today, 82 and 49

Records for the date, 97 in
1934,29in 1915

24-hour precipitation up to 8
am., 0.00

Month’sprecipitationto date,
2.30

Year's precipitation to date,
6.32

Water Usage/Colby

May 19 = 1.258 million gal-
lons

May 20 = 1.332 million gal-
lons

The Associated Press reported
today that despite Federal
counterterrorism authorities in-
creasing the security level nation-
wide few specifics on where al-
Qaidacould strikeinsidethe coun-
try were provided.

Officiasarefearful that al-Qaida
couldexpanditsplansfor awaveof
attacks overseas into the United
States. FBI Director Robert Mueller
said this morning, “ The American
publicoughttogoaboutitsbusiness
understanding that it ought to be
vigilant,” hesaidonABC's"“Good
MorningAmerica,” explainingthe
system of alerts deters terrorism.
“Weknow that from our interroga-
tions” with suspected terrorists,
Mueller said.

Asked whether President Bush
spoke too soon in saying al-Qaida
was “on the run,” Mueller said:
“They areontherun.”

Mueller said authorities believe
that Osama bin Laden “is still out
there. | think there’ssome concern
about what kind of control he has
overthepeople.” AlthoughMueller
said the warnings are nonspecific,
federal law enforcement officials
speaking on condition of anonym-
ity saidthat amongtheintelligence
picked up recently were two elec-
tronictransmissionsthat discussed
the possibility of an attack on New
York, Washington, Boston and
more broadly the U.S. coastlines.

Aroundthecountry, stateandlo-
cal authorities stepped up security
measures. Police in California
worked 12-hour shifts. National
Guard troops in New York were
called up to protect subways and
bridges. InWashington, the Capitol
police SWAT team preparedto con-
duct random patrols.

The United States, Britain and
Germany temporarily closed their
embassies and consulates in Saudi
Arabia

‘Orange’ forces
state to also act

TOPEKA (AP) — Security
across Kansas increased Tuesday,
inkeepingwiththenational moves
togird against possibleterrorist at-
tacks.

Thechangeswereinstituted after
the national threat level wasin-
creasedfromyellow, or elevated, to
orange, or high. At the Statehouse,
only the east entrance remained
opentothepublic. All other access
was restricted to authorized em-
ployeesand elected officials.

Additional policewill be patrol-
ling the groundsin and around the
Statehouse, the governor said, and
employees will be required to al-
wayswear their stateidentification
cards. Elsewhere, Westar Energy
Inc. closedthegroundsof its Jeffrey
Energy Center near St. Marystothe
public. In addition, Coffey County
State Fishing Lake adjacent to the
Wolf Creek nuclear power plant
was closed until further notice.

For ajob well done

Colby Community College President Dr. Mikel Ary (left) recog-
nized Bob Selby, an instructor in accounting and economic
courses, as the 2003 recipient of the Dr. Tangeman Award. Since
1987, the award has honored faculty members displaying out-
standing excellence in teaching. Previous winners were Dr. Max
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Pickerill, Joyce Hansen, Cyril Leiker, Victor Oelke, Larry Koon,
Dr. Philip Shuman, Roger Hale, Juliann Groom, Nick Wells, Kirk
Hunter, Pat Erickson, Steve Lampe, Joan Jilka, Tom Moorhous
and Sandy Harper. The honor was presented to Selby at
Saturday’s commencement in the Colby Community Building.

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

Close-up

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

Theproposed improvementsfor
Dennen Field, including a new
track and stadium, were presented
tothe Colby Board of Education at
their Monday night meeting.

A representative of the Colby
Booster Club, Joel Powell, gave a
presentation on the stadium and
also shared information about the
grantswhich have beenappliedfor
to help fund the project.

Board members al so got the op-
portunity to take a lap around the
track and see some of the areas
wherethetrack iscompletely worn
away orinmany casesispaper thin.
Athleticdirector and assistant prin-
cipal Jeff Quenzer was on hand to
answer questionsand sharethepro-
posed track resurfacing project.

Hesaid the current track surface
isnearly 14 yearsold and is made
of latex, which typically has an 8-
to 10-year life expectancy. For the
past four years, theschool hasbeen
patching the worn areas in the
spring prior to the beginning of
track.

“Thetrackiswornout,” Quenzer
said. “Not only from the athletes
running (and) walkerswalking, but

alsotheelementshave caused wear
onthetrack.”

Quenzer said that the sun, rain,
snow and dirt have played arolein
the deterioration. Quenzer com-
paredthetypesof trackstotires.“ A
person can buy a set of tires made
for 20,000 miles or 60,000 miles,”
he said. “Our present latex track
comparesto the 20,000-miletires,
while a polyurethane track is like
the 60,000-miletires.”

Several different options have
been explored, including compa-
nieswho could relay another latex
track to those who could install a
polyurethane one. Quenzer re-
ported that polyurethane tracks
have always been the number one
track surfacesinlight of durability,
butinthe past havebeentoo expen-
sivefor most purchasers. Thepoly-
urethane tracks repel the water
whereasalatex track would absorb
it to adraining system below.

Prices range anywhere from
$40,000 to resurface with latex to
$270,000for thehigh-end polyure-
thanetrack.

Powell saidtheBooster Clubhas
applied for a grant from the Nike
Corporation which is for $50,000
and with continued fund raising

hope to complete the renovations,
starting first withthetrack and end-
ing with the completion of land-
scaping and anew stadium.

In other business, the board:

» Heard from high school band
instructor Julie Groom about her
concern over changing the time of
band to thelast hour of the day for
the 2003-2004 school year. Groom
said that the last classes of the day
areusually theonesthat suffer from
students being absent for avariety
of athleticand school activities. She
was concerned that the only day to
guaranteethat all theband students
wouldbethereto practicewould be
on Wednesday when no extra-cur-
ricular activities can be planned.

Highschool principal Don Barta
said that in keeping with the con-
cernover studentsmissingtheafter-
noonsfor school activities, all of the
block classes such as math, lan-
guageand sciencewoul d be sched-
uled earlier in the day. Barta said
that withteacherscoachingand stu-
dents participating, there are in-
stanceswhen astudent and teacher
don't see each other in the class-
roomfor over aweek.

Bartasaidtheschedulewasmade
inthebestinterest of all programs,

School board eyes track,
stadium at Dennen Field

not just band. Theonly two options
for the non-block classes are right
after lunch or the last hour of the
day. Currently the seminar class,
study hall and time for students tc
get extrahelp from teachers, is af -
ter lunch.

Quenzer said the concern over
scheduling seminar at theend of the
day iskeeping studentsfrom |eav-
ing early. Superintendent Kirk
Nielsen said he would meet with
Bartaand Groomthisweek totry to
work out asolution.

* Approved to allow the woods
class to build a house for their
project next year. The class would
be supervised by woods instructor
DonBalluchwho hasdoneprojects
similar to this at other schools.
Balluch has taught at the high
school for two years. Studentswill
work on the project as a double-
block course each day to complete
the project by the end of the year.

» Approved the school to seek
bidsfor abusaswell asaSuburban
or Excursion. The bids will be
openedat the June 16 meeting, prior
totheending of thefiscal year wher
it can be determined if the funding
will be available to purchase the
vehicles.
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Fund raiser near, teams needed

TheWestern KansasGreat Strides2003fundraising event
tohelpinthefight and cureof cysticfibrosiswill beheldin

Colby on Saturday, May 31, with check-in at 8 am. and the

walk beginningat 9a.m. at FikePark. For questions, call 465-

7907.

Poppy sales start Friday

The Ladies VFW Auxiliary will be conducting their an-
nual Buddy Poppy campaign on Friday, said Hazel Duffey,
coordinator. “ Your nation’swar dead have madeit possible
foryoutolivealifeof freedom,” shesaid. “Honor themwith
your donation for a Poppy and wear it in memory of their

sacrifice.” For questions, call Duffey at 462-3476.

Piano recital Thursday

Piano students of Pat Ziegelmeier will be participatingin
arecital beginningat 4:30 p.m., Thursday, intheFrahm The-

Leftover commodities available

CommoditiesfromtheMonday distributionarestill avail -
ableat the Retired Senior Volunteer Program officefor those
eligible, said LauraWithington, coordinator. For questions

atre on the campus of Colby Community College. The stu-
dentsperformingarefromall levelstoincludeearly elemen-
tary through high school, shesaid, andtherewill beavariety
of duetsand solos. Everyoneisinvited to thisfree event.

Clinic to give free physicals

Colby Medical and Surgical Center, 175 S. Range, will be
providing free physicals to all students entering seventh
through twelfth grade next year, a spokesperson from the
clinicsaid Tuesday. Physicalswill begivenon Thursday, May
29, beginning at 5:30 p.m., for students at Colby Middle
School; 6:15 p.m., for Colby High School students; and 7
p.m., for studentsfrom Brewster and Golden Plains. Students
are asked to bring their physical formswith them.

oneligibility ortoreceivecommodities, call her at 462-6744.

Vacation bible school next week
Trinity Lutheran Church, 5th and Country Club, Colby i<

sponsoring avacation bible school, “L et the Son Shineln,”
from 9 a.m. to noon, Tuesday, May 27 through Friday, May

30. To pre-register call either the church at 462-3497;
MelindaOlson, 465-8137; or Renell Bell, 462-8362.

Retirement reception set for Delzeit

A public retirement reception for Corky Delzeit, director
of publicpower, will beheld at 3p.m.onMay 30inthecouncil
chambers of Colby City Hall, 585 N. Franklin.

Red Cross plans annual meeting

The Thomas County Chapter of the American Red Cross
will holditsannual meeting at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, May 27,
at the Thomas County Office Complex, 350 S. Range ir
Colby. For questions, call Mary Smith, director, 462-7161.
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