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Speaker’s
theme:
‘proud’

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Rep. Eber Phelps of Haystold
the Colby Community College
graduates at commencement last
Saturday, that “like Colby Com-
munity Collegehavingweathered
many trials, sowill you graduates.

“Yetthroughall thosetrials,” he
said, “you, likethecollege, stand
proudly asyoulook towardthefu-
ture.”

Citingafamoussaying, Phelps
said, “ Thejourney of 1,000 miles
startswith asingle step.”

Following graduation, he said,
each of the students will have
many opportunitiesand each has
providedtheir families, teachers,
andtheadministrationwithlotsof
memories.

“Youareall important and each
of you have touched someonein
your lives,” hesaid.

Asthegraduatespreparedtore-
ceive their diplomas, Phelps re-
mindedthemtobeproud of them-
selves the same way their fami-
lies, friends and administrators
areproud of them.”

In introducing Phelps, Dr.
Mikel Ary, president of the col-
lege, said that education has al-
ways been a major focus of the
representative.

“He serves on the Education,
Health and Human Services,
Higher Education and Insurance
CommitteesintheHouseof Rep-
resentatives,” Ary said.

Phelps has also been recog-
nized for his service by being
named “Hays Citizen of the Year
in 2001,” and was selected as a
HaysAll-American Citizen.

“1 am honored to be invited,”
Phelps said, “and | say that sin-
cerely since very few legislators
said they have done this type of
address.”

Prior tothegraduatesaccepting
their diplomas, Matt Hamill of

Colby wasgiventhehonorary asso-
ciatedegree. “ Thisisthebest com-
munity inthewholeworld,” Hamill
said about Colby. “1 am receiving
thisaward notinaspirit of pride, but

rather dignity, humility and as a
challengetomy life. | will continue
to contribute any way | can,” he
said.

Bob Selby, whoteachesaccount-
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Aubrey Patrick of Ashland (left) and Angela Pierce, Atchison, waved to family and friends at the
38th annual Colby Community College commencement ceremony held at the community building
last weekend. In addition to recognizing the graduates, Matt Hamill was awarded the honorary
associate degree; Bob Selby the Dr. Tangeman Award; and Candice Stiles the Dr. Richard Mosier
scholarship.

ing and economics, was the re-
cipient of the Dr. Tangeman
Award. “l am speechless,” he
said, “and | want to thank the
committee who selected me.”
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Thunderstorms

Thomas, L ogan Counties

Tonight...Showers and thun-
derstormslikely. Somethunder-
storms may be severe. Lowsin
the mid 50s. Southeast wind 10
to 15 mph. Chance of rain 60
percent. Saturday...Mostly
cloudy. A chanceof showersand
thunderstormslate. Highsinthe
mid 70s. Northeast wind 5to 15
mph. Chanceof rain 30 percent.
Saturday night...Mostly cloudy
with a chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Lowsinthemid
50s. Chance of rain 30 percent.
Sunday...Mostly cloudy...Then
becoming mostly sunny. Highs
in the mid 70s. Sunday
night...Mostly cloudy. Lowsin
the lower 50s. Memorial
day...Mostly cloudy. Highsin
theupper 70s. Tuesday...Mostly
cloudy. Lows in the lower 50s
and highs near 80.
Wednesday...Partly cloudy.
Lowsinthelower 50sand highs
inthelower 80s.

By thenumbers

Thursday’shigh, 83

L ow thismorning, 54

Year ago today, 72 and 46

Records for the date, 98 in
1939,29in 1893

Soil temperature, 65

24-hour precipitation up to 8
am. today , 0.00

Month’sprecipitationto date,
2.30

Year’s precipitation to date,
6.32

Water Usage/Colby

May 22 = 1.769 million gal-
lons

Internet for all dorm rooms

By MICHELLE L. HAWKINS
Colby Free Press

Theneed isbeing met.

Withaneyeontherapidly chang-
ing pace of the technological age,
the Colby Community College
board of trustees approved an
agreement at their meeting this
week with Time Warner Cable to
provideInternet accessto all dorm
rooms on campus.

Dr.Mikel Ary, thecollege'spresi-
dent, waspleasedwiththedecision
saying, “ Thisiswhat we' veneeded
for sometime.”

The college had asked for esti-
mates from Time Warner, S& T
Communications and Southwest-
ern Bell, but ultimately it was
cheaper for TimeWarner sincethey
could utilize their cables already
laid to provide cable television to
theliving facilities.

Thecompany will usethecables
intheatticsof eachlivingquarter to
runthelnternetinto awirelessmo-
dem. From there, the students will
have wireless Internet accessin

each of the rooms. The $150 cost
per student each year will be paid
out at $10 per monthinthefirstyear
withthecollegesupplementingthe
rest of thetab.

In other business, the trustees:

e Approved a contract with
Chartwell’s Food Service to con-
tinueto providemeals. Skip Sharp,
dean of student services, said the
contractwill vary withtheschool’s
enrollment for next year. If the oc-
cupancy is higher, the food costs
will be lower, but it occupancy is
lower, the cost will be higher.

 Approved contractsfor on-cam-
pus faculty, outreach faculty and
EduKan instructors and a contract
with the Northwest Educational
Service Center for asign-language
interpreter.

» Approved the resignations of
instructor in nursing, Rochelle
Rodenbeck; judging team coach,
Clint Taylor; and horse production
instructor, SaraWessels. All of the
resignationswill beeffectivetoday.

» Approved asummer contractfor

SaraWessel stowork at the college
farm and breed horses for the col-
lege. Ary said an opportunity to
breed 42 horses for a person from
Russell has come up and Wessels
requested staying thissummertodo
thebreeding, although sheisresign-
ing.

The breeding would profit the
college $3,950, minus the cost of
her contract in the amount of
$2,500.

» Approved agreements with
TimeWarner Cable; TM Century, a
company that providestop 40 mu-
sicforthecollegeradiostation; and
Developmental Servicesof North-
west Kansas to allow college stu-
dents to work with their clientele
with disabilities.

* Signed a contract with Glen
Strait, the architect selected to de-
signthewellness center.

It provides for afive-year win-
dow of agreement for hisservices.
If the board does not build the
wellness center within five years,
the contract will bevoid.

Detours galore
will confront
Colby motorists

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Colby motoristswill facedetours
throughout the city as three road
projectswill be starting soon, said
Tom Hein, Kansas Department of
Transportation public liaison in
Norton

“Construction preparation work
is scheduled to begin as soon as
Tuesday, following the Memorial
Day weekend,” hesaid, “withsign-
ing and traffic control measures
being thefirst step.”

The Kansas Department of
Transportation and the City of
Colby, Hein said, have awarded a
multi-million dollar contract to
APAC, Shears Division, to com-
pletethethreeroad projects. Those
includetheintersectionreconstruc-
tionat 4th Street and RangeAvenue,
4th Street and Franklin Avenue,
plusanew, on-graderailroad cross-
ing on North Range over the Kyle
Railroad track.

Thefirst of three projects will
involve the south half of the inter-
section at 4th St. and Franklin,
whichwill beclosed sothat removal
of the old pavement can begin.

Gerry Bieker, the City of Colby
public works director, confirmed
today that with the construction
starting on Wednesday at theinter-
section of 4th and Franklin, traffic
through that intersection will be
limited to one eastbound lane and
onewestbound lane.

“The entire south half of thisin-
tersection will be closed,” Bieker
said, “and there will be no north-
bound through traffic on Franklin
Ave. past Third Street.”

Northbound parking between 3rc
and 4th St. will be open with the
remaining area being used for ve-
hiclestoturnaround and head back
to the south.

Thesecond of thethree projects,
which istheintersection of 4th St.
and RangeAve., also known asthe
viaduct project, will not begin un-
til Wednesday, June4, Bieker said.

“During thistime,” hesaid, “the
5th and Range, 6th and Range, anc
7thand Rangeintersectionswill be
closed and Range Avenue will be
closed from4th St. tothenorth city
limits.

The final project, will affect
southboundtrafficonHighway 25,
whichwill bereroutedtotheeast at
Veteran’sMemorial Driveandthen
south on Country Club Dr. to Inter-
state 70, Bieker said.

“Likewisethenorthboundtraffic
for Highway 25 will detour from
Interstate 70 northon Country Club
Dr. to Veteran’s Memorial Dr. and
then west to Highway 25 (Range
Avenue),” hesaid.

Hein said that atemporary stop-
light at 4th St. and Country Club Dr.
will beinstalledto help control traf-
fic onthe detour.

“Removal of theoldrailroadvia-
duct and construction at that loca-
tion is expected to continue until
latefall,” Hein said.

For those with questions on the
intersection projects, call Bieker at
462-4420 and for questions on the
viaduct project, call Hein at (785)
877-3315.

E-mails can be sent to Bieker at:
pubworks@cityofcolby.com or to
Hein at: tom.hein@ksdot.org.

Report shows...

WICHITA (AP) — Kansans
seat belt usageisgettingworse, at
least when comparedwiththerest
of the nation.

Figuresrel eased thismonth by
the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration show that
only residents of Massachusetts
and New Hampshire have lower
usage rates than Kansans. And
New Hampshire doesn’t even
have a seat belt law. Just 61 per-
cent of Kansas motorists were
wearing seat beltsduringasurvey
conducted last year — the same
percentage as recorded in 2001.
By staying the same, the state
slipped from 44th to 48th on the
list of stateswhenranked accord-
ing to seat belt usage.

Rosalie Thornburgh, chief of
traffic safety for the Kansas De-
partment of Transportation, said
shewas surprised to seethe state
so far down onthelist.

“We're well aware of the fact
thatwe' reat 61 percent, andwe're
awareof thefact that the national
averageis75,” shesaid.

“What | wasn't awareof isthat
everyoneelseismovingforward.
Kansasisvirtualy stalled at 61
percent.”

Kansans poor bucklers

The state’s ranking bothered
many traffic saf ety officialswho,
likeThornburgh, wereinWichita
Wednesday to attend the state's
Transportation Safety Confer-
ence.

Many of thoseattending said it
wastimefor Kansastojointhe19
states that have seat belt laws
whichallow policetostopdrivers
who aren’t buckled up. Kansas'
law only allows officersto issue
$10 seat belt tickets to motorists
pulled over for other violations.

Randy Bolin, regional program
manager of theNational Highway
Traffic Safety Administration of -
fice in Kansas City, Mo., said
Congress is considering a pro-
posal that would offer financial
rewards to states which pass
stricter seat belt laws. Under the
plan, Kansas would receive $11
million.

Jeff Halloran, project director
fortheKansasSafety Belt Educa-
tion Officein Lawrence, said one
of thereasonsseat belt usageisso
low inKansasisthat the state has
morethanitsshareof independent
thinkers. “Part of it isour human
nature,” Halloransaid. “Wedon't
want to betold what to do.”

I B rije f | y e —
Colby on Saturday, May 31, with check-in at 8 a.m. and the
walk beginningat 9a.m. at FikePark. Questionsto465-7907.

No Free Press on Monday

The Colby Free Press crew will betaking Monday off to
engageinthevariousMemorial Day holiday activities. Nor-
mal operationswill resumeat 8 a.m. on Tuesday.

Red Cross meeting is Tuesday
The Thomas County Chapter of the American Red Cross

will hold its annual meeting at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday at the

ThomasCounty OfficeComplex, 350 S. Rangein Colby. All
members arewel come, which includes anyonewho hasdo-
nated financially, or by volunteering or by giving blood. For
questions, call Mary Smith, director, 462-7161.

Saturday and Tuesday. Questionsto 462-8139.

No trash pickup Monday

The City of Colby’ssanitation department will not be op-
erating on Monday in observance of Memorial Day, said
Gerry Bieker, publicworksdirector. Yardwasteand trashwill
be picked up on Tuesday, along with the regular Tuesday
route. Questionsto 462-4420.

Delzeit reception is next Friday

A publicretirement reception for Corky Delzeit, director
of public power, will beheld at 3 p.m. on Friday, May 30in
the council chambers of Colby City Hall, 585 N. Franklin.

Delzeit hasworked for the city for 36 years.

Landfill closed Sunday, Monday

TheThomasCounty landfill will beclosed on Sunday and
Monday in observance of Memoria Day. Larry Jumper, Su-
pervisor, said the landfill will be openit’sregular hourson

Cystic fibrosis walk is week away
TheWesternK ansasGreat Strides2003 fund- raising event
tohelpinthefight and cure of cysticfibrosiswill beheldin

Arts program scheduled June 5
Developmental Servicesof Northwest Kansasat 1675 W.

4th St., Colby, will host “Community Inclusion with the

Arts.” Judy Kleinsorge, of the Prairie Museum of Art and

History, will giveaprogram, “Pensand Pics.” The program
will beginat 9a.m. on Thursday, June5, and everyonefrom

t0 462-3012.

the community iswelcome. The programisfree. Questions

Carnival ‘work days’ continue

The Thomas County Amusement Association is holding

tional information.

“work days’ each Saturday from9a.m.tonoonuntil fair time
andeveryoneinthecommunity isencouragedtolend ahand.
ContactChad L. Zimmerman at 460-1818if you need addi-
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