PRESS

Monday ——

June 2, 2003

>0¢

Volume 114, Number 99
Serving Thomas County since 1888

Colby played hosttothe first Western Kansas Great Strides Walk
to helpraise funds to find a cure for cystic fibrosis, a genetic dis-
ease affecting about 30,000 children and adults each year, said
Doris Reed, coordinator. The walk was held Saturday morning
at Fike Park in Colby, and the event also included music, food

MICHELLE L. HAWKINS/Colby Free Press
and games. The affair was coordinated with the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation, she said, since there were no Great Stride walks in
this part of the state. “Pulling together some friends and neigh-
bors,” Reed said, “we gave it a go and it turned out to be very

successful.”

Medicare drug bi

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Bush andthe Republican-con-
trolled Congress launch an inten-
sivedrivethisweek to enact Medi-
care prescription drug legislation,
hoping that a Republican govern-
ment can end years of partisan
gridlock.

On the eve of adebate likely to

resonate in the 2004 el ections, ad-
ministration officialsand lawmak-
ersagreeaformidablearray of ob-
stacles must be cleared before leg-
islation can reach Bush'sdesk.
They involve policy — whether
to offer all Medicare beneficiaries
thesamedrug benefit, for example.
They alsoincludeideol ogy — how

Il 1s next for Bush

largearolethe government should
play —and political considerations
— how aggressively to seek Demo-
cratic support, particularly in the
Senate.

But by their ownwords, Bushand
GOP leaders put the issue high on
the legislative agenda, and the
president is expected to actively

press for the measure when he re-
turnsfrom aEuropean trip.

Majority Leader William Frist, a
Tennessee Republican who isthe
Senate’sonly physician, intendsto
have legislation on the floor for a
vote at mid-month.

Speaker DennisHastert seemsno
less determined.
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Thunderstorms

Thomas, L ogan Counties

Tonight...Mostly cloudy. A
chanceof showersand thunder-
storms from late evening on.
Lowsin the mid 50sto around
60. Northwind 5to 15 mph be-
coming southlatethisevening.
Chance of rain 30 percent.
Tuesday...Partly sunny with a
chanceof showersand thunder-
storms. Highs 75 to 80. East
wind 10 to 20 mph. Chance of
rain 40 percent. Tuesday
night...Mostly cloudy with a
chanceof showersand thunder-
storms. Lows in the mid 50s.
Chance of rain 30 percent.
Wednesday...Mostly cloudy
withachanceof thunderstorms.
Highsinthemid 70s. Chanceof
rain 30 percent. Wednesday
night...Partly cloudy with a
chanceof thunderstorms. Lows
inthelower 50s. Chanceof rain
40 percent.

By thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 83

Low thismorning, 54

Year ago today, 105 and 69

Records for the date, 105 in
2002, 33in 1969

Soil temperature, 73

24-hour precipitationupto 8
am. today , 0.00

May’s total precipitation,
2.33

June’s precipitation to date,
0.15

Year’s precipitation to date,
6.50

Water Usage/Colby

May 30-31, June 1 = 2.540
million gallons (average).

Delzeit
praised
for long
City career

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

More than 100 friends and co-
workersattendedtheretirement re-
ceptionfor Corky Delzeit, director
of public power, held Friday in
council chambers of Colby City
Hall.

“The city has been fortunate to
have had an employee of Corky’s
caliberformorethan36years,” said
Carolyn Armstrong, city manager.

“| haveappreciated hisexpertise
and assistance during my 10 plus
yearshere,” shesaid.

Delzeit accepted hisfirstjobasa
linemanfor thecity’selectrical de-
partmentin December of 1966. Af-
ter 12 years as alineman, he was
promotedtolineforeman. In Janu-
ary of 1982, hisjobtitlechangedto
metering and instrumentation su-
pervisor.

Heagainacceptedachallengein
1982 when hetook over aselectric
technicianandforthepast 13years,
Delzeit has continued as public
power director sincehispromotion
in December of 1990.

“Weareglad Corky plansto stay
inColby after retirement notonly so
wecan seehow heisdoing, butalso
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Corky Delzeit listens to the
praises of many at his retirement
reception at City Hall on Friday
afternoon. His career spanned
36-plus years.

sothat wecan check with himfrom
timetotimeif we have problems,”
said Mayor Warren Hixson.

Agenda includes
parking upgrade
at local Armory

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
TheColby City Council will con-
sider parking improvements at the
Nationa GuardArmory buildingon
Range Ave. when it meets at 7:30
p.m., Tuesday incouncil chambers.
Money isbudgeted each year for
maintenance at the armory, said
Carolyn Armstrong city manager,
and the money has remained un-
touched for more than adecade.
Improvement issues arose when
Sgt. Manuel Rubio, assignedtothe
National Guard unit in Colby, re-
guestedimprovementsto the park-
ingonthenorthsideof thebuilding.
Another agendaitem will befo-
cusontheengineering servicesfor

spill prevention, control and coun-
termeasure plan on well services.

Financial assistance for the
Northwest Kansas Shelter, pre-
sented by Susan\Wegel e, coordina-
tor, will also be among items dis-
cussed.

Armstrong said the shelter had
askedfor helplast year, but because
of budget constraints, the request
wasdenied.

The council also plans to talk
about approving documents for
utility billing software and a sup-
port program agreement with Soft-
ware Solutions, Inc.

All council meetingsareopento
thepublic. For acopy of theagende
or questions, call 462-4410.

Head-shaking follows
Bush’s tax cut action

By JOHN HANNA
AP Political Writer

TOPEKA (AP)—Asthey ended
their 2003 session, legislatorsheard
afew odd notes from Washington,
aweird ending to what had been a
symphony of gloomy budget news.

In Washington last Wednesday,
President Bush signed legislation
providing $350billioninfederal tax
cuts and $20 billion in aid to the
states.

In Topeka on Thursday, Kansas
lawmakersheldtheceremonial ad-
journment of a session in which
they had |abored to balancethe $10
billionstatebudget. Now, they were
learning, it appearsthat thefederal
legislation means the state could
come out $140 million or more
ahead.

Some lawmakers saw the juxta-
positionof federal tax cutsandtheir
own struggleto balance the budget
asstrange.

“1 think it’svery ironic that at a
time when states are awash in red
ink, Congressdecidesit wantsto cut
taxes,” said SenateMinority L eader
Anthony Hensley, D-Topeka.

Kansas'" budget problems
stemmed at least in part from the
struggling national economy, with
theeffectson aviation manufactur-
ing especially severesincethe Sept.
11,2001, terrorist attacks. Legisla-
torsare till debating how much of
arolewas played by their tax-cut-
tinginthelate 1990s— or by higher
spending.

Gov. Kathleen Sebeliusand leg-
islators agreed on a package of
short-term fixes and accounting
tricks to get the state through its
2004 fiscal year, which beginsJuly
1. Legidlatorsdelayed $213million
inschool aid paymentsand granted
Sebeliusauthority to speed up prop-
erty tax collections.

Most other states confronted the
samedilemmathisyear, seekingto
prevent deficitswhile maintaining
what citizens see asbasic services.

Yet Bush and Congress, faced
with paying for thewar inlrag and
other expenditures, still decidedto
cut taxes. Had Bush prevailed, the
package would have been more

than twice aslarge— $726 billion
over 10years.

Several legidatorsnotedthemost
obvious difference between state
and federal budgeting: deficit
spending.

While Kansas can issue bonds
and resort to accounting maneuvers
tobalanceitsbooks, it cannot show
adeficit at theend of agivenfiscal
year. Thefederal government can.

Therefore, Washington has the
ability to help states out of their fi-
nancial doldrums, said House Ap-
propriations Chairman Melvin
Neufeld, R-Ingalls.

“The big thing in the Bush tax
package is to stimulate the
economy,” Neufeld said.

Conservatives like Sen. Tim
Huel skamp, R-Fowler, argue that
lowering statetaxeswould helpthe
Kansaseconomy, andthey’ refrus-
trated that the L egislature cannot
follow Bush’s|ead.

Reducingthestate' soverall taxes
would requireacorresponding de-
creasein spending, an undertaking
made moredifficult by rising costs
in medical services for the needy
and demandsfor additional fundsin
other social programs and educa-
tion.

“We just have an unquenchable
desire to increase spending,”
Huelskamp said.

Of course, many legislators see
bigger budgetsnot asevidenceof an
unquenchable desire to spend
money, but as a response to con-
stituents' demandsfor good public
schools and an adequate saf ety net
for theunfortunate. Often, thecon-
stituentswant lower taxesaswell.

“Wecan't haveit bothways, like
thefederal government,” said Sen-
ate Ways and Means Committee
Chairman Steve Morris, R-
Hugoton.

Stateofficialsarestill crunching
numbers, but they believe Kansas
will receive $154 million in aid
from the federal government anc
lose $12 millionin revenues under
the tax cuts because Kansas' tax
codeistiedtothefederal one.

Initially, the state feared losing
$51 million ayear.
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City offers swim lessons

The Colby Recreation Department is offering swim les-
sonswiththreedifferent sessionsavailable. All childrenmust
befiveyearsor older to participate. Thefirst session started
today and will conclude on Thursday, June 12. The second
session is from Monday, June 16, until Thursday, June 26,
and the third session isfrom Monday, June 30 until Thurs-
day, July 10. All sessionshave start timesof 8:30a.m., 9:30
am.,or 10:30a.m. Lessonswill runMonday through Thurs-
day, with Friday being amakeup day if thereisrain.

For questionsor toregister, call the Colby Recreation De-
partment at (785) 462-4440.

Prayer rally meeting set

Thoseinterestedina“ Prayer Rally for theLocal Medical
Community” are urged to attended an organizational meet-
ingonThursday at 6 p.m.inthe4-H Building at the Thomas
County Fairgrounds. Questionsto 462-3222.

Flea market scheduled noted

Rexford PRIDE is sponsoring its Farmers/Flea Markets
now through September. Theeventswill beheld onthefirst
Saturday of each monthfrom8a.m. to 2 p.m. Booth cost for
vendorsis$10with alunch stand provided by variouscom-
munity organizations. Questionsto (785) 687-3925.

‘Harvest for Health’ tourney planned

The Citizens Foundation is sponsoring its 13th annual
“Harvest for Health” golf tournament on Friday, June 20 at
the Colby Country Club. Registration will befrom 8-9a.m.
withteetimestarting promptly at 9a.m. Thecostwill include
prizes, alight breakfast, lunchand horsd’ oeuvres. Questions
or toregister, call 462-1214.

Carnival ‘work days’ reminder

The Thomas County Amusement Association continues
to hold “work days’ each Saturday at the fairgrounds and
everyone in the community is encouraged to lend a hand.

Contact the association’s vice president, Chad L.
Zimmermanat 460-1818if you need additional information.

‘Pens and Pics’scheduled Thursday

Developmental Services of Northwest Kansas, 1675 W.
4th St., Colby, will host “Community Inclusion with the
Arts.” Judy Kleinsorge, of the Prairie Museum of Art and
History, will giveaprogram, “Pensand Pics.” Thefree pro-
gramwill beginat 9a.m. on Thursday and isopento every-
one. Questionsto 462-3012.

Still accepting military photos

Colby Photo at 420 N. Franklin is still accepting pictures
to honor military members either serving overseasor inthe
United States. Ardath Beringer, owner of the business, said
the“window to honor our troops,” canalsoinclude Reserve
and National Guard members. Photosusedinthetributewill

bereturned. Questionsto 462-8169.
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