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Wheat crop
Is called great,

storage

ample

Some areas looking
at 50 to/0 bushels

GARDEN CITY (AP) — If pre-
dictionsholdtrue, theK ansaswhesat
cropthisyear will eclipselastyear’s
dismal harvest by 45 percent.

Safetosay, therewill beplenty of
room to store the grain when it’s
brought in fromthefields.

“QOur storage hasnever beenthis
low,” said Irvin Clubine, manager
of Garden City Co-opin southwest
Kansas. “Farmers didn’t raise a
crop. They haven’t had much to
bring tous.”

With storage capacity of around
6 millionbushelsof wheat, the Gar-
den City cooperative' s10€levators
areonly about 13 percent full.

Lastyear’sdrought forcedtheco-
op to cut half of its 120 jobs, sell a
conveniencestoreand closeashort-
linerailroad.

Still, the 3,700-pl us-member co-
op remains on solid financial foot-
ing, even if faced with another
drought year.

That doesn’t appear tobethecase
this season, though, with timely
rains giving farmers reason to
smile. TheKansasAgriculture Sta-
tisticsServicereportedthestatehar-
vested 267.3 million bushels of
wheat in 2002. Thisyear, the Kan-
sas wheat crop is forecast at 388
million bushels.

TheKansasGrain & Feed Asso-
ciation, which represents Kansas
grainelevators, surveyed members
in February to find out if they had

Warm

Thomas, L ogan Counties

Tonight...Cloudy with a
chanceof showersand thunder-
storms. Lows in the mid 50s.
Light southwest wind becoming
northeast late. Chanceof rain 30
percent. Tuesday...Mostly
cloudy in the morning...Then
becomingpartly sunny. Highsin
themid80s. Northwind 15 mph
becoming east late. Tuesday
night...A slight chanceof show-
ers and thunderstorms until
midnight...Otherwise partly
cloudy. Lows in the upper 50s.
Chance of rain 20 percent.
Wednesday...Mostly sunny. A
slight chance of showers and
thunderstormsintheafternoon.
Highsin thelower 90s. Chance
of rain 20 percent. Wednesday
night...Mostly cloudy with a
chanceof showersand thunder-
storms. Lowsin the upper 50s.
Chance of rain 30 percent.

By thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 79

L ow thismorning, 53

Year ago today, 98 and 67

Records for the date, 105 in
1985, 39in 1966

Soil temperature, 66

Weekend precipitation, 0.41

June’s precipitation to date,
1.23

Year’s precipitation to date,
7.58

2002's precipitation to date,
3.32

Water Usage/Colby

June6-7-8=averagedaily use
1.464 million gallons

increased or decreased jobsthissea
son.

The survey showed that the 40
companiesthat responded cut jobs
by an average of 20 percent. Some,
likethecooperativein Garden City,
scaled back by asmuch has half.

“A lot of them are operating on
skeleton crews,” said Doug
Wareham, K GFA senior vicepresi-
dent. “Management peoplearedo-
ing alot of jobsto keep operations
going. And it isdifficult for rural
communities. Inmany, itisthelarg-
estemployer.” Withwheat ripening
acrossthestate, someareasmay be
ready for harvest in about a week.
Harvest usually starts near Kiowa,
atown of about 1,000 in Harper
County.

“Thewheat looksgreat,” Barber
County Extensionagricultureagent
TimMarshall said. " Theberriesare
full,andif theweather holds, | think
we could have someyield over 50
(bushelsan acre) pretty easily.”

Hesaid it wouldn’t surprise him
if some places reported yields as
high as 70 bushelsan acre.

“1 visited with one guy who
thinks this will be great wheat,”
Marshall said. “But heiscautiously
optimistic. It could take one storm
between hereand theretoruinit.”

For the state’'sgrain elevators, it
could mean more wheat in storage
and alittle more peace of mind for
producers.

Bush people
are confident
of weapons

WASHINGTON (AP) — Bush
administrationofficialssay they are
confident proof will emerge that
Saddam Hussein possessed the
chemical and biological weapons
citedasakey reasontoinvadelrag.

“We have thousands and thou-
sandsand thousands of documents
that we' ve not yet gone through,”
national  security adviser
Condoleezza Rice said Sunday.
More sites need to be investigated
and many more Iragis must be in-
terviewed about Saddam’s weap-
ons capabilities, she added.

“Wewill put together thiswhole
picture, but the preponderance of
evidence is that thiswas aregime
that had the capability, that had un-
accounted-for stockpilesand unac-
counted-for weapons,” Rice told
CBS “FacetheNation.”

Weeksof searchesin|rag by mili-
tary experts have not validated the
administration’sportrayal of Irag's
cache of weapons.
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By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Methlab on wheels.

During rescue operations Fri-
day at about 4:45 p.m. following
aone-car accident involving an
Oberlinman, emergency person-
nel discovered atraveling meth-
amphetaminelabinthebed of the
vehice.

Jeremey Edward Stoney, 26,
whileheading northon RangeAv-
enue and just north of Walnut
Street, was believed to have had

Jeremey Edward Stoney of Oberlin was believed to have had
an epileptic seizure resulting in his 1993 GMC pickup truck go-

an epileptic seizure, said Gary
Shull, Colby Policeinvestigator.

The seizure caused Stoney to
leavethestreet, jumpthecurb, tak-
ing out four fences to include a
chain link fence at the side of 645
S. Range, awoodenfenceat 635 S.
Range, awirefenceat the samead-
dressandawoodenfenceat theside
of 810 W. Cherry.

The 1993 GMC pickup then
cameto rest between two treesand
was stopped by knocking over a
largesteel wagonwheel, comingto

MICHELLE L. HAWKINS/Colby Free Press

ing out of control in the Range Avenue/ Walnut Street area of
Colby. A meth lab was discovered in the back of the pickup.

Driver is taken to hospital, and then to jail

rest on top of the wagon wheel,
Shull said.

Asemergency personnel gained
access to the cab from the topper,
which was mounted on the bed of
the pickup, suspicious items were
noticed and smelled, he said.

Inasubsequent search by police,
itwasdiscoveredthat Stoney hada
complete meth | ab.

Inorder to get the man out of the
pickup, atow truck was needed to
open the doors.

Even though it appeared he was

not injured from the crash, Shull
said, Stoney wastaken by ambu-
lanceto CitizensMedical Center
andlater arrested for manufactur-
ing meth.

He s currently in the Thomas
County jail pending charges by
Allan Taylor, Thomas County
Attorney.

Theinvestigationiscontinuing
by the Colby Police Department
with assistance from the Kansas
Bureau of Investigation and the
Thomas County Sheriff’soffice.

Wisconsin reports outbreak of monkeypox

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — A vi-
rus similar to smallpox apparently
jumped from pet prairie dogsto at
least four people in the disease’'s
first appearance in the Western
Hemisphere.

Four Wisconsin residents have
confirmed casesof themonkeypox
virusand 14 others have suspected
cases, said Milwaukee health com-
missioner Dr. Seth Foldy.

At least 10 more cases are sus-
pected in Indiana, officials con-
firmed Monday. Illinois has three
suspected cases.

The Centersfor Disease Control
and Prevention said Saturday the
prairie dogs likely were infected
with the virus by a giant Gambian
rat, which isindigenousto Africa,

at aChicago-areapet distributor.

Thefour people confirmed with
theviruscontractedit by closecon-
tact with prairie dogs, Wisconsin
officialssaid.

Thirteen of the peopl e suspected
of havingthevirusinWisconsinhad
been around prairie dogs and the
other apparently contracteditwhile
handling asick rabbit that had been
near a prairie dog. Foldy said it
doesn’t appear anyone contracted
the virusfrom another person.

Monkeypox in humans is not
usually fatal, but causesrashes, fe-
vers and chills. Doctors initially
feared they might be facing small-
pox, which causes similar symp-
toms, but scientists quickly elimi-
nated that possibility after discov-

ering the link between people and
prairiedogs. Monkeypox’'sincuba-
tion period isabout 12 days.

Two patientsat Froedtert Memo-
rial Lutheran Hospital in Milwau-
kee were in satisfactory condition
Sunday, hospital spokesman Mark
McLaughlin said.

The two wereisolated and doc-
torstreating themworecaps, gowns
and masks. Other suspectedvictims
weretreated and rel eased.

Healthofficialsaretryingto con-
tain the virus by preventing more
animalsfrom becoming infected.

Wisconsin's Department of Ag-
riculture, Tradeand Consumer Pro-
tectionwarned peoplenottorelease
prairie dogs into the wild, agency
spokeswoman Donna Gilson said.

Prairie dogs are burrowing herbi-
vores indigenous to the West anc
Southwest, not to Wisconsin.

The agency also told state hu-
mane societies to isolate any prai-
rie dogs peoplebringin.

The human mortality rate from
monkeypox in Africa has ranged
from one to 10 percent, but Foldy
said the virus may belesslethal in
the United States because people
are typically better nourished anc
medi cal technol ogy isfar more ad-
vanced.

The prairie dogs were sold by &
Milwaukee animal distributor in
May to two pet shopsin the Mil-
waukeeareaand duringapet“ swap
meet” in northern Wisconsin, the
CDCsad.

But she
1SNt one
of the dogs

JUNCTION CITY (AP) —
Biancathinkssheisoneof thefam-
ily dogs. Sheplays, curlsup onthe
back porchandoccasionally triesto
sneakintothehousewiththem. One
problem: Biancaisabuffalo.

“She tries to get inside all the
time,” saysJane Eyestone, who ad-
mitssheoccasionally letsBiancain.

The one-month-old bison was
abandoned by her mother after
birth.

Sincethen Eyestoneand her fam-
ily havebeenraising Biancaontheir

ranch near Milford Lake in rural
Junction City.

The Eyestones keep Biancain
their yard, separated by a fence
fromthefieldwheretherest of their
buffalo roam.

Jane’s 13-year-old daughter,
Caitlin, bottle feeds Bianca four
times aday, including breakfast at
5:30am.

“It's an honor,” Caitlin says.
“Onein amillion getsto do this
job.”

Bianca, who looks like a cow’s

calf, weighsabout 50 poundsnow.
The Eyestones plan to wait until
she's about 5 months old and try
to re-introduce her to the herd.

Withinsix months, she’ll weigh
about 200 poundsand havehorns.
As she becomes more dominant,
she' [l becomeadanger tothechil-
dren and the dogs.

Atthat point, she' Il becomepart
of theherd. But the Eyestonessay
they’ Il always cherish her and
makesureshenever endsupat the
slaughterhouse.
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Share sigh up underway

Heartland Share sign up began today and will continue
through Friday, said Gene Griffin, coordinator. Thesign up
isat the State Farm Insurance office, 905 E. 4th, Colby. De-

livery isscheduled for Saturday, June 28, starting at 10 a.m.

inthe Colby Sacred Heart School gymnasium. Asan added
bonus this month, she said, those ordering Share and a spe-
cial of themonthwill havean opportunity towin abarbecue

grill. Questionsto 460-3579.

LaLeche League sets meetings

LaL echeL eagueof Northwest Kansasannouncesasum-
mer seriesof informal meetingsforwomeninterestedinfind-
ing out more about breast feeding. Meetings will be held
Sunday, June 22 and Sunday, July 20, from 2:30to 4 p.m. at
theFirst Presbyterian Church meetingroom, 515W. 4th St.,
Colby. A family potluck is also planned from 6 to 7 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 17 at FikePark. Theevents, said ConnieDavis,

with LaLechelLeague, arefor al interested mothers-to-be,
mothers with nursing babies and their partners or support
people. For information, to rent or buy apump or questions
about the meetings, call Davis at (785) 462-7188 or (785)
675-3501.

After 5 Club planned Tuesday

The High Plains Kansas After 5 Club, affiliated with the
Christian Women's Club, issponsoring adinner/party from
7 to 8:30 p.m., Tuesday, at the 4-H Building, 217 Kaler,
Oakley. Themeal will be catered and guest speakerisLarry
Laas, Concordia. The topic of his presentation will be
“Woodn't U Liketo Know.” Special musicwill beprovided
by Bob Renner of Oakley andthespecial featurewill beKevin
and Cindi Kriss, ownersof CK Lumber, talking about their

businessat 1235 S. Country Club Dr. in Colby.

Rod Run/Heritage Daze near
The10thannual Rod Runwill beheldtheweekend of Fri-

day, Saturday and Sunday, June 13, 14 and 15 in Fike Park.
Inconjunctionwithrodrunactivities, Heritage Dazewill also
take place with food, craft vendors, antique tractors,
children’s activities, local entertainment and vintage cars.

Questions to the Colby/Thomas County Chamber of Com-

merce, 460-3401.

Swim lessons ongoing

The Colby Recreation Department is offering swim les-
sonswiththreedifferent sessionsavailable. All childrenmust
be five years or older to participate. The first session con-
cludes on Thursday, June 12. The second session is from
Monday, June 16, until Thursday, June 26, and thethird ses-
sion is from Monday, June 30 until Thursday, July 10. All

sessionshavestarttimesof 8:30am., 9:30am., or 10:30a.m.
Lessons will run Monday through Thursday, with Friday
being amakeup day if thereisrain. For questionsor to reg-
ister, call the Colby Recreation Department at (785) 462-

4440,
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