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K.U. Introduces Perkins
as new athletic director

LAWRENCE (AP) — Lew
Perkins says he wants to put the
“swagger” back in Kansas.

It’s an air of confidence the
Jayhawks used to have, Kansas’
new athletic director said at anews
conference Tuesday.

“Maybe that’s due to the fact it
left the Big Eight for the Big 12,”
said Perkins.“| really believethat’s
one of the first things we have to
do.”

Perkins' decision to leave Con-
necticut after 13 years and replace
the fired Al Bohl became known
Monday and was even confirmed
by the governor of Connecticut.

But Kansas chancellor Robert
Hemenway refused to confirm or
deny anythinguntil theformal news
conference to introduce Perkins
Tuesday.

Perkins, who was athletic direc-
tor at Wichita State when that
school droppedfootball inthemid-
80s, said Kansaswasoneof thefew
schoolshewould haveevenconsid-
ered.

“Asmost people know, I’ ve had
other opportunities to go to other
great universities,” said the 58-
year-old Massachusetts native.

“ButKansasisavery specia and
avery uniqueplace. It'sone of two
or three places| really had thought
about my whole athletic career.”

The former lowa basketball
player, who's dieted away about
125 poundsthe past year, flashed a
wry, self-deprecating wit that
brought frequent laughter from a
room packed with media, staff and
big-money boosters.

“llikeyourtie,” hetold onetele-
visionreporter. Whenanother pref-
aced a question by saying 58 was
“not all that old,” Perkins walked
out into the room and kissed the
man’s hand.

Turning serious, he insisted the
ongoing crisisinthe Big East Con-

ference had nothing to do with his
decision to |eave Connecticut.

AtUConn, hewasaleader inthe
bitter fight to fend off the Atlantic
Coast Conference’'sbid to raid the
Big East of Syracuse, Miami and
Boston College.

If those three do defect, it could
prove ruinous to the Big East and
negate Perkins' greatest accom-
plishment — taking Connecticut’s
football programto I-A status and
leading thedriveto construct anew
40,000-seat stadium in East Hart-
ford.

“It'svery hard for peopleto un-
derstand, and | know there will be
doubters. But it had nothing to do
withissuesthere,” hesaid.

“People who know me know |
won't walk away from a battle. It
hasnothing to dowith the Big East
or theACC.

“It'sabout Kansas. | took thejob
because| wanted to be here.”

Also on Tuesday, Connecticut
announced that Jeff Hathaway, a
former assistant under Perkins, was
appointed as his successor.

“| do have somereal strong per-
sonal feelings about leaving Con-
necticut,” said Perkins, who was
also athletic director at Maryland
for four years before taking the
UConnjobin1990. “It’soneof the
great universitiesthat I’ vebeenas-
sociated with.”

Perkins' biggest challenges at
Kansas will center on raising
money and turning around footbal |
andwomen’sbasketball programs.

In coach Mark Mangino’s first
seasonlast year, theJayhawkswere
2-10 and the only Big 12 school
without aconferencewin.

The women’s basketball pro-
gram, once a power in the old Big
Eight, has won only three confer-
ence games the past two seasons
andtypically drawsonly afew hun-
dred fans.

“Frankly, we have to make
women'’sbasketball arevenue-pro-
ducing sport at Kansas,” said
Perkins, whose women’s teams at
Connecticut won four national
championships.

MarianWashington, whowill be
entering her 31st season as
women’scoach, said shewelcomes
the change without feeling added
pressure.

“Because of his success, he
knowswhat it takesto haveagreat
program,” Washington said.

“It’sgoing to be exciting for me
tosit downandtalk with him about
what we need.”

While Perkins never mentioned
Washington by name in the news
conference that lasted about 45
minutes, hedidtalk about Mangino,
who washired by Bohl from Okla-
homa.

“l justmet Mark for thefirsttime.
He's an excellent football coach,”
Perkinssaid.

“Everybody | talked to — and
they’ remuch better footbal | people
than| am— assured mehe’ stheguy
who can get thejob done here.”

In anews release, Mangino ex-
pressed excitement at Perkins' ar-
rival at Kansas.

“Lew has an outstanding track
record in college athletics,”
Mangino said.

“1 amconfident that hewill bring
the leadership and guidancethat is
needed from an athletic director.”

Thebasketball program appears
to be solid, with Bill Self being
hired from Illinoisin April to re-
place the departed Roy Williams
following two straight Final Four
appearances.

“At Connecticut, | used to think
about what coaches | would bein-
terested in if we had avacancy in
men'’sbasketball,” Perkinssaid.

“| canassureyou, Bill Self would
have been acandidate.”

Eagle
football
camp
nearing

By TOM (TD) DREILING
Free Press Publisher

Football?

You never get too far away from
it.

The Free Pressisreminding its
readerstoday that the Colby Eagle
Football Campisscheduledfor July
21-24. Of primeimportanceat this
timeistherapidly approaching reg-
istration deadline— June 30.

Thecampfeeis$35 (andincludes
apracticejersey) and checksshould
bemadepayableto Brad Wildeman
and mailed to 475 South Chick.

If youdon'thaveaform, youcan
get onefrom the coach.

Therewill alsobeacamp T-shirt
availablefor $10. If you are inter-
ested you can pay for these at the
camp.

The Colby School District and
coaching staff arenot liablefor any

injuriesthat may occur duringthis
camp.

Themorning sessionsfor camp
arefrom8:30t010:30a.m.for ath-
letesentering 7th and 8th grade.

The evening sessions are from
6t08:30p.m.for athletesentering
9th through 12th grade.

The camp will be conducted at
the Colby High School practice
field, adjacent to the high school.

Thecamps, accordingtocoach
Wildeman'sinformation, will fo-
cuson:

e Fundamentals, drillsandtech-
niques of football

e Colby Eagle Offensive/De-
fensive schemes

e 70n7 scrimmages.

Camp instructors include the
high school coaching staff and
former Colby Highfootball play-
ers.

Two Trojan cagers eye future

Brian Ostermann, the Colby
Community Collegemen’sbasket-
ball coach, saidtoday that histop 2
playersintheclassof 2004 arecon-
sidering a number of colleges as
they look tofurther their basketbal
careers.

Thetwoinquestionarestandouts
E.J. Drayton and Justin Williams.

Ostermann said Drayton, a 6’8
combo forward, from Charlotte,
N.C., likes Charlotte, Florida and
Oklahoma, andisalsohearingfrom

others schools, including South
Carolina, Clemson, TexasA& M,
Southwest L ouisianaand Oregon.

Drayton is averaging 18 points
per game and 9 rebounds.

He was Freshman of the Year,
First Team All-Jayhawk West,
NJCAAAIll-AmericaTeam, one of
the top 5 Junior college playersin
theclassof ' 04.

Ostermannsaid Draytoncouldbe
pushedfor apossibleearly commit-
ment.

Sports Briefs

Williams, a6’ 9 center from Chi-
cago, likesAuburn, Wisconsin, De
Paul, Texas Tech, Marquette and
Indiana State, and is also hearing
from the likes of Florida, South
Carolina, Nebraska and Illinois
State.

Williams was Third TeamAll
Jayhawk West, hasan 11 pointsper
game average, 10 rebounds, 4
blocks per game, the coach said.

OstermannsaidWilliamsplanstc
signin November.

Sosa appeals

BALTIMORE (AP) — Sammy
Sosa appeal ed his eight-game sus-
pension for using acorked bat.

A decision from major league
baseball could come as soon as
Wednesday.

Sosa was suspended for eight
games Friday by Bob Watson,
baseball’svice president in charge
of discipline, but theappeal allows
him to play until arulingismade.

He was gjected from a game

against TampaBay onJune3when
his bat shattered after hitting a
ground ball and umpires discov-
ered cork halfway up thehandle of
thebat. Testson 76 batstakenfrom
Sosa'slocker found noforeign sub-
stances, and five of his bats at the
Hall of Famewereal sodetermined
to beclean.

New stadium eyed

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) —
Baseball officials focused on fi-
nancing for a new stadium when

they visited Portland to discussthe
city’s bid to lure the Montreal
Expos.

Baseball’s del egation includec
general counsel Tom Ostertag, ex-
ecutivevicepresident for adminis-
tration John McHale Jr., and chief
financial officer Jonathan Mariner.

Thegroup metinformatively for
three hours with Portland Mayor
VeraKatzand David Kahn, head of
the Oregon Stadium Campaign. It
was the third meeting between | o-
calsand baseball representatives.

CONTEST RULES

IN SCrip given away

1. Thewinner isthe one who comes closest to guessing the day, hour and minute the first load of 2003 wheat arriving at a participating grain
elevator with a moisture content of 14% or less.
2. Entry guesses may be made ONLY in participating businesses appearing in this promotion. Please check their merchandise and services
while you arefilling out your entry!

o1k w

The winner will receive $50 in scrip money good only at those businesses advertising in this promotion.
You must be 18 or older to enter. No purchase necessary to enter.
Deadline for entries: Wednesday, July 2, 2003, or when the first load arrives (if earlier).

WHETHER YOU'RE
RENOVATING...FIXING UP...OR
REPAIRING...WHATEVER YOU

NEED TO DO TO IMPROVE
YOUR HOME...SEE US FOR

ALL YOUR QUALITY

MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES!!
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FEED YOUR CREW --
WELL KEEP TRACK!

* Will deliver to elevators

to the fields later

* Charge accounts available for harvest crews

« Order sandwiches early - takethem e
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TEL: (785) 462-6132
FAX: (785) 462-6740

COLBY AG CENTER, L.C.

PO BOX 568
WEST HIGHWAY 24
COLBY, KS 67701

1760 W. 4th « Colby < 462-2181 PAINTS

2 COUNT DOWN YOUR NEEDS!!
’) Stop by and check out our deli and produce
4l departments for all your harvest needs!

1605 S. Range
Colby, KS
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155 W. 5th St, Colby ~ 462-3963

Pizza, Pasta, Sandwiches, Daily Buffet
Dine In ¢ Delivery ¢ Carry-out
462-9977 » 1100 W. 4th « Colby

rHE CLEAR CHOICE FOR GLagg

FARM « HOME « AUTO « BUSINESS

*WHERE SERVICE COUNTS*

We carry Flat Safety Glass for Farm
Machinery and Replacement
Windshields, Side Glass and Back
Glassin stock for most trucks.
INSTALLATION, SERVICE,
REPAIR AND MORE!!

COLBY GLASS COMPANY

462-2351 * 800-633-3486 * FAX: 462-2721
600 N. FRANKLIN * COLBY, KS
www.colbyglasscompany.com

See us for
your farm

glass
replacement
needs!

colbyglass@infomatics.net

6 LOCATIONS
for all your wheat harvest needs:

COLBY HOXIE
785-462-3351 785-675-3228
DRESDEN LENORA

785-475-3261 785-567-4296

GEM
785-462-7812

SELDEN
785-386-4291

HI PLAINS
CaP

HI-PLAINS COOPERATIVE ASSOC.
P.O. Box 429 « Colby, KS 67701 + 1-800-894-6467




