Page 12 Colby Free Press Friday, June 13, 2003

On target

Colby’s K-18 team won both of its games against Oberlin on Thursday night at the ball diamonds
here. Assisting in wins were Mitchell Tuma, pitching, who also plays third base, and at first was
Joseph Heier. The final score on the double header was 9-2, Colby, and 14-4 Colby. The next
home game for Colby K-18 is Wednesday against Atwood. The team traveled to Hays today to
compete in a six-game tournament that will continue this weekend.
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Briefs

Mets fire Phillips

NEW YORK (AP) — Steve
Phillips was fired as general man-
ager of the New York Mets, alast-
placeteam stuck withalot of highly
paid stars who failed to produce.
Withthe M etsbanged-up, booed at
SheaStadiumand nowherenear the
team that reached the 2000 World
Series, owner Fred Wilpon called
Phillipsinto hisoffice. Phillipsbe-
camethefirst GM in the majorsto
befiredthisseason. Senior assi stant
general manager Jim Duquettetook
over onaninterimbasisthroughthe
end of the season and will beacan-
didate for the permanent position.
Duquette is the cousin of former
Red Sox GM Dan Duquette.

Decides to retire

PHOENIX (AP) — Five-time
All-Star Matt Williams, who had
been the last of the original Dia-

mondbacksuntil recently being re-
leased, announced his retirement.
Williams, who hit 378 career home
runs, spent the past 5 1/2 seasons
withtheDiamondbacks. Thoughhe
still had ayear |eft on his contract,
he was designated for assignment
by theteam Junel. Williams' agent,
JoeLongo, said that the player had
talked to several teams but ulti-
mately decided to stay home with
hisfamily. Williams, 37, had been
leaning toward retiring after his
contract expired anyway. His re-
leasejust accelerated the decision,
Longo said. The Diamondbacks
tried to trade Williams and two
other players to the Colorado
Rockies for Larry Walker in the
offseason, but Williamsand Wal ker
rejected the deal.

Contract extended

CLEVELAND (AP) — Team

president CarmenPolicy hassigned
afive-year contract extensionwith
the Cleveland Browns that runs
through the 2008 season. Policy,
who owns 10 percent of the team,
agreedinprincipletoanew deal in
March. He signed the agreement
earlier thisweek, Browns spokes-
man Todd Stewart said. Policy
signed afive-year deal withtheclub
in 1998.

Undergoes surgery

EL SEGUNDO, Calif. (AP) —
Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe
Bryant underwent shoul der surgery
in New York, and is expected to
makeafull recovery. Bryanthadan
inflamed bursa removed and a
frayed labrum trimmed in hisright
shoulder during the surgery. Dr.
Louis Bigliani said he expects
Bryant to make a compl ete recov-
ery.

‘Silent partner’ playedrole
IN picking Perkins for KU

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) —
Lew Perkinswas No. 1 on avery
short list of candidates to become
thenew athleticdirector at Kansas,
saystheman who secretly aided in
the search.

Chuck Neinas, thehead of Neinas
Sports Services, told The Associ-
ated Press that Kansas chancellor
Robert Hemenway had a pared-
down list of four finalists “in the
final daysof the process.”

“Lew Perkins was clearly their
first choice,” said Neinas. “Unless
I’m told otherwise, | always give
(clients) morethanonechoice. Lew
is a strong administrator who has
surrounded himself throughout his
career with some really good
people.”

Perkins, 58, took the job this
week after 13 successful years at
Connecticut.

Neinas, who has helped place
coachesand administratorsat many
top universities, including 10 Big
12 schools, said his involvement
with Kansaswas kept under wraps
by mutual consent.

“Chancellor Hemenway and |
bothfeltthat wasthebest way to do
it,” saidNeinas.“| actually preferto

work anonymously. It just makesit
easiertodomyjob. (Interimathletic
director) Drue Jennings called to-
day and rel eased mefrommy prom-
iseof confidentiality.”

Asit turns out, Hemenway was
ableto steer Kansas through a po-
tential crisisthisspringby hiringhis
No. 1 candidates for both the ath-
leticdirector and basketbal | coach.

Bill Self, who was hired away
fromlllinoisinApril, wasthe only
person who was offered the job of
replacing head coach Roy Will-
iams.

A few days before Williams | eft
for North Carolina, Al Bohl was
firedasathleticdirector after just 20
months.

Neinas said critics are wrong to
say that Perkinstook thejobin or-
der to get away from the pending
crisisat the Big East Conference.

If Big East members Miami,
Syracuse and Boston Collegejoin
theAtlantic Coast Conference, the
Big East could lose its standing as
amajor football league, and this
would negate Connecticut’s move
toDivisionI-A.

“He was looking for one more
challenge. HelikesK ansas. Hetold

me that basically, the only schools
he would leave Connecticut for
wouldbeKansasand lowa, hisalmg
mater,” Neinassaid.

The administrators that Perkins
has helped train was another point
that caught Hemenway'’s eye.
People who have worked for
Perkins at one time or another in-
clude Big 12 commissioner Kevin
Weiberg, Jeff Hathaway, who was
hired as his replacement at Con-
necticut, and Kansas State athletic
director TimWeiser.

“1 think the chancellor was very
impressed,” Neinassaid. “ Hewants
to get somebody in there he can
have confidence in so he doesn’t
have to spend so much timeonin-
tercollegiate athletics. He decidec
that Lew hasthemanagement skill s
to take careof that.”

Perkins' main challengeswill be
to upgrade the football anc
women’s basketball programs.
Many Kansasfans believe Marian
Washington's 31-year tenure as
women’s coach should be re-
viewed.

“Thechancellor likedthefact that
Lew is not afraid to make tough
decisions,” Neinassaid.

Neuheisel Is out at WWashington

SEATTLE (AP) — Washington
athletic director Barbara Hedges
announced she is firing Rick
Neuhei sel asWashington’sfootball
coach for betting on the past two
NCAA basketball tournamentsand
lyingtoschool officialsandNCAA
investigatorsabout it.

Neuheisel was suspended with
pay and given until June 26 to re-
spond to his notice of termination.

Neuheisel, whoacknowledgedto
NCAA investigators he bet on the
tournaments, couldn’t be reached
for comment.

The NCAA prohibits gambling

oncollegesportsby athletesor ath-
letic department staff.
The42-year-old Neuheisel, wha
went 33-16infour seasonsat Wash-
ington, insisted hedidn’tbelievehe
had broken NCAA rulesbecauseit
wasan informal pool and off-cam-

Rockies won't soon forget Plerzynskl

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) —A.J.
Pierzynski hit agrand slamin the
first inning and added a three-run
shotintheseventh, leadingtheMin-
nesotaTwinstoal5-3winoverthe
Colorado Rockies on Thursday
night.

Pierzynski hit his second career
grandslam, had hisfirst multihomer
game and finished 3-for-4. His
grandslamcameona0-1pitchfrom
DarrenOliver (3-5) withMinnesota
already leading 3-0.

TheAll-Star catcher hit Oliver’s
pitchintothefolded seatsabovethe
Metrodome’s right-field wall to
completethe scoring inthe Twins'

seven-runinning.
Pierzynski’spreviousgrandslam
cameMay 7 against TampaBay. It's

the first timethe Twins have had &
player hitmorethanonegrandslam
in aseason since 1993.
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