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Billy Jackson and Tyler DeWaal of Provo, Utah, were in Colby
Friday as they continued their 3,000 mile cross country trek to Colby was their half-way point.

Running thelr message across country

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Colby was the half-way point
for two young men who are run-
ning morethan 3,000 milescross
country toincrease awarenesson
human rightsissues.

Billy Jackson and Tyler
DeWaal, 23, from Provo, Utah,
startedtheirjourney attheGolden
Gate Bridge in San Francisco on
April 26 and will conclude their
trip at the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington, D.C. onAug. 9.

The two said they are not ath-
letesand running 30to 35 milesa
day has been tough, but not as
toughasitisfor thosesufferingin
foreign countries.

“Wewant to makeadifference
and change lives for the better,”
Jacksonsaid, “by clothingthena-
ked and feeding the hungry and
administering relief to the sick
and afflicted.”

Prior totaking their 3,000 mile
journey, Jacksonand DeWaal cre-
ated The Relief Alliancein 1998
while freshmen at Brigham
Young University and after they
both saw thefirst-hand struggles
of peopleinsomecountriesover-

seas. Jackson said he spent many
yearslivinginlndiaandlivingover-
seas gave him the opportunity to
travel throughout Southeast Asia
wherehewitnessed other situations
where people suffered.

“My father was a doctor who
worked at Americanembassiesasa
government employee overseas
and through hisjob we spent time
in Australia, South Africa,
Singapore, India, Poland and Ethio-
pia,” Jackson said.

DeWaal also traveled abroad
with his father being an interna-
tional banker.

“| spent 16 years overseas and
primarily in Asian countries,” he
said. “BothBilly and | haveseen so
many human rightsviolationsinso
many places.”

The two talked about seeing
corpses lying on the roads while
driving to school or hearing about
thebrutality and torturefromthose
who havelived it first-hand.

After completing their high
school education, the two met one
another while at Brigham Young
University. Having shared similar
childhood experiences, they both
decided they could no longer sit

raise awareness on human rights issues abroad. Jackson said

back and do nothing.

“Westarted theorganizationand
coordinated the run as a way to
makeasmall differenceinthelives
of theoppressed andlessfortunate,”
DeWaal said.

Jackson said they have four ma-
jor goalsto accomplish by running
across the continental United
States. Those include sponsoring
300 Tibetan refugee orphans for a
high school education; building a
school inAddisAbaba, Ethiopiato
benefit elementary school aged
street children; financially benefit
aprogramfor childrenrescuedfrom
the child sex industry and to raise
awareness of human rights situa-
tionsworldwideand specifically in
Tibet.

They believethefirst threegoals
will beaccomplishedthankstohelp
from Rotary International who has
pledgedtodonatefour tooneonany
contributions made from the
“Trans-America Run for Dignity
and Human Rights.”

“Weal sowant everyoneto know
that any money donated to this
causewill goback 100 percenttoall
programs and projects,” Jackson
said. “Weareonavery tight budget

PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

with our 3,000 mile journey.” In
fact, the two rely heavily on the
generosity of the towns where
they stop for the night.

InColby, thetwomen said they
weregrateful for all thehelp they
received.

“Colby isthefriendliesttownin
America,” Jackson said, “and we
know becausewehavewalkedall
theway herefrom SanFrancisco.”

In offering thanks, he and
DeWaal bothsaidthat Quality Inn
and Jay Hawk, manager, gave
them lodging for the night, Sonic
provided lunch; and the Colby
Theatre gave free movietickets.

“Our gratitude goes out to the
QOasis on the Plains’ they said,
addingthat they will not soonfor-
get all the kindnesses and the
people here.

For thosewantingto makeado-
nationonlinetheaddressis: http:/
www.Relief Alliance.org or write
to: Relief Alliance, 442 W. 1780
North, Orem, Utah 84057.

After leaving Colby on Satur-
day, thetwo menwereheaded for
Hoxieand at 30 milesaday antici-
pate beingin Topekaby Tuesday,
July 1.

Very pleasant

Thomas, L ogan Counties

Tonight...Mostly clear.
Lowsnear 50. Northeast wind
5to15mphbecomingwest | ate
and decreasing to 5 mph.
Thursday...Mostly sunny.
Highs in the mid 70s. North-
westwind 10to 15mph. Thurs-
day night...Partly cloudy. Lows
near 50. Friday...Mostly sunny.
Highsinthelower 80s. Friday
night...Mostly clear. Lowsin
thelower 50s.

By thenumbers

Monday’s high, 99

Tuesday’shigh, 97

Low thismorning, 53

Year ago today, 100 and 63

Recordsfor the date, 110in
1971, dl-timehigh; 44in 1958

24-hour precipitation to 8
a.m. today, 0.03

June's precipitation to date,
2.65

Year’s precipitation to date,
9.00

2002’ sprecipitationto date,
4.04

Water Usage/Colby

June24 =2.808 milliongal-
lons

Former hospital
pharmacist gets

year’s probation

A Citizens Medical Center
official says, ‘He got off easy

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Robert B. Schroeder, rural Colby,
managed to reached apleabargain
agreementinahearinglast Wednes-
day. He pled guilty to two misde-
meanor charges of theft.

According to Thomas County
court documents, Schroeder, a
former part-timepharmacist at Citi-
zens Medical Center was arrested
Dec. 20, 2001 and later charged
withtwo countsof felony burglary,
two countsof felony narcoticspos-
session and two counts of misde-
meanor theft.

At the hearing, Thomas County
District Court JudgeRick Resssen-
tenced Schroeder totwoyearsinthe
Thomas County jail and a $5,000
fine. The jail sentence was sus-
pended and Schroeder was placed
on probation for oneyear. He must
complete 200 hours of community
service, pay $3,892.22inrestitution
to Citizen's Medical Center and
undergoanal cohol anddrugevalu-
ation at the Thomas County Alco-
hol Drug Abuse Council.

Schroeder also can't reapply for
his pharmacy license until 2005.

Kansas Board of Pharmacy Ex-
ecutive Director Susan Linn con-
firmed Schroeder’ slicensehasbeen
suspended and she wanted to let
people know that it will be some
time beforeheisableto reapply.

“He will not be practicing any
time soon as a pharmacist,” she
said. Andif hewantsto reapply for

his license, he will have to meet
some conditions.

“If he wants hislicense back he
hasto show he has gained the pub-
lictrust again,” Linnsaid.

Schroeder’s attorney, Donalc
Hoffman of Hays, said both sides
agreed to apleabargain.

“1 don't believe either side got
what itwanted butit wasresolved,”
Hoffmansaid. “ That’'stheway plez
bargainswork. | would say that both
partieswantedtoresolveit without
theneed for ajury trial.”

He also said he didn’t know if
there was any truth to the fact that
Citizens Medical Center’s phar-
macy director John|ckeand Kevan
Trenkle, interim hospital adminis-
trator, weregivenonly 15 minutes
notice about the hearing.

However, Trenklesaidtoday that
I ckewasnotified approximately 15
minutes before the hearing and in
turnlet Trenkleknow aboutitonhis
way out the door.

“lwasn'tevennotified,” Trenkle
said.

Hoffman said he knew about the
hearing two weeks in advance be-
causethejudgecontacted himabout
whenit could be held.

Trenklealsosaidtheoriginal plez
presentedtothehospital wasdiffer-
ent than the pleathat went to hear-
ing.

“I believe the probation was
longer and we requested more on
thelicense,” hesaid. “ Soyes, hegot
off easy.”

Colby students en route
to national competition

Several Colby students are en
routeto Orlando, Fla., to attend the
Technology Student Association
national competition, June 25-29.

The delegation includes, from
Colby Middle School, Bryan
Brewer, Courtney Ress, Katie

Strange, Henry Lamm and Curtis
Fulwider. From Col by High School
areCurt Beringer, Joel Meyersanc
Valerie Donelan.

Advisors are Lamoreaux
Fulwider, middle school, and Don
Balluch, high schooal..

Supreme Court ruling impacts Colby library

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
A rulinghandeddown by theU.S.
Supreme Court on Monday will
havean effect on Pioneer Memorial
Library in Colby and its patrons.
The court upheld a 2000 law
mandating public libraries install
filterson public computerstofilter
out pornographic materials.
“We've actually had apolicy in
placeinourlibrary sincewestarted
having public computers,” said Li-
brarian JoAnne Sunderman.
“We' ve always had areally strong
policy against pornography.”
Therearesevencomputersinthe

library used for public Internet ac-
cess. Sunderman said computersin
the children’s room are for games
and don’t have accessto the Web.

Cost is a consideration but an-
other concerniscensorship.

Certainsubjects, suchasdisease,
art or agriculture may be denied
access because of thefilters.

However, at the request of apa-
tron, thefilter can beturned off if it
is denying access to a legitimate
site.

“Wewill install filtersto comply
with thelaw,” she said. “In away,
it'sareally difficultcall.“I’msorry
wehavetoput filtersonthem (com-

puters).”

Peopleresearching breast cancer
or farmers looking up rape seed
might findthemselvesdealingwith
blocked accessto aweb site.

“They really block more than
pornography,” she said.

Thegovernment hasn't said how
librarieswill pay for thesoftwareor
set atimelimit for themto comply.

Sunderman said the library’s
board of trusteeswas careful when
it crafted the library’s Internet
policy.

Patronsyounger than 18 haveto
have awaiver signed by their par-
ents to use the computers for

Internet access. Adults must also
read and sign awaiver stating they
understandthelibrary rulesandwill
abide by them.

Thepolicy for children, shesaid,
reguires parents to be responsible
for what their kids do.

Librarians will check a
computer’shistoryif they believea
patron hasvisited aninappropriate
site. They clear the histories after
use anyway to save memory.

“Afilter shouldtakecareof that,”
Sunderman said. “ They don’t take
careof pictures.”

LedlieBéll, director of theNorth-
west Kansas Library System, said

the organization will back upitsli-
brariesby providing information.

Thereare several kindsof filters
available. She said some used key
words to block sites and others
block specific sites, but it depends
on the product.

“It'snot full-proof,” Bell said. “ It
gives afalse sense of security. |
thinkit causesaproblem. That’sthe
difficulty withfilters.”

She added the law has been in
limbo for several years and
Monday’sruling cameasasurprise.

“1 wasn't prepared for adecision
Monday,” Bell said. “ It waskind of
unexpected.”
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College board meets Thursday

A special meeting of the Colby Community Collegeboard
of trusteeswill beheld at 5p.m., Thursday, intheboard room
of Thomas Hall. Items on the agenda include software li-
cense, along with serviceand mai ntenance agreement, lease
financing considerationsand payment of claims. The meet-

ing isopen.

City adjusts trash schedule

The City of Colby Sanitation Department will not be op-
eratingon Friday, July 4, in observanceof thelndependence

gible.

istakingentriesfor theevent on Friday, July 25. Queensages
17-23and princesses10-16 yearsold by Jan. 1, 2003 areeli-

Contestants must al so be aresident of northwest Kansas,
said Marie Skolout, oneof thecoordinators. Contestantswil |
bejudgedinhorsemanship, interview, speechand modeling.

A trophy saddlewill be awarded to the queen, along with

belt buckles for the queen and princess. Prizes will be

awarded for horsemanship, ticket salesand peopl €' schoice

award. The2003 Thomas County Rodeo Queenand Princess

will be crowned on Tuesday, July 29, at the PRCA Rodeo.
For information or entry form, call Skolout at (785) 586-

2228.

holiday, said Gerry Bieker, public works director. Friday’s
residential grassandtrashwill bepicked uponThursday, July

3 aong with the regular residential solid waste route. For

questions, call 462-4420.

Queen, princess contestants wanted
The Thomas County Rodeo Queen and Princess Contest

Trophy sponsors wanted
TheThomasCounty Extension Officeislooking for busi-
nessesand individual sto sponsor 4-H trophiesfor thisyear’s
county fair, said D’ Ette Sholtz, county extension agent. Each
trophy is$8, she said. For questions call (785) 462-4582.

Share delivery date noted
Heartland Share delivery is scheduled for Saturday at 1C
a.m. inthe Colby Sacred Heart School gymnasium.
Asanadded bonusthismonthisthose ordering Shareand
aspecial of themonthwill have an opportunity to win abar-
becue grill. Questionsto 460-3579.

Football camp registration notice

June30isthedeadlinetoregister for the Col by EagleFoot-
ball Camp, according to camp director Brad Wildeman. For
guestions, call 462-7815.

The viaduct story
see page 5




Colby Free Press ????day, date, 1998



