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Wildlife,

Parks

has new biologist

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

There'sanew faceintown at the
Kansas Division of Wildlife and
Parks.

Matt Bain has been with the di-
visionsincemid-Marchworkingas
thedistrict wildlife biologist.

Hereplaced Leonard Hopper.

Bainisoriginally fromNessCity
and received both hisbachel orsand
master’s degree
in biology from P
Fort Hays State E " i
University.

His farming
background and
love of the out- i |
doorsled to his -
career in biol- MattBain
ogy.

“| like to hunt and fish,” Bain
said. “ That'swhat triggered it.”

Heisresponsiblefor nine coun-
tiesin northwest Kansas. His cov-
erage area includes Gove, Logan,
Wallace, Sherman, Thomas,
Rawlins, Decatur, Sheridan and
Cheyenne counties.

Bain said hisjob is hard to de-
scribe when people ask because it
has so many facets.

However, he said his responsi-
bilities include anything that ben-
efitswildlife on private land. His
job isto be aresource for people
regarding wildlife.

Bain gave an example of one of
his areas of expertise. He said if a

farmer called wanting to improve
thepheasant populationonhisland,
Bain would make recommenda-
tionson how todoit and help come
up with amanagement plan.

“| provideinformationand| also
help coordinateprograms,” hesaid.

Habitat work with game birds
like pheasants is one component
and helping find waysto increase
their numbersisanimportant task.

Bain said the species’ numbers
have dropped off because of
changes in agriculture. He said
“cleanfarming,” or notleavingany
cover hashelped contributetoit.

Lesswheat inthestatehasmeant
lesswheat stubblefor cover andis
another factor that has led to the
drop in population.

Hisresponsibilitiesalso include
hel ping manage many projectsin-
cluding walk-in hunting and wet-
land reserve programs to protect
wetland habitat.

He'salso hel ped with testing for
chronic wasting disease in the
area’s mule deer population. Bain
saidit’saproblemin Coloradoand
Nebraska but isn't a problem in
Kansas.

Itissimilar to mad cow disease
but isn’'t transmissible to humans.

He enjoys what he does and
hopes people will seehimasare-
source to utilize when they need
help. “1 like it alot,” Bain said.
“Thismy favorite part of the coun-
try. I likethe prairie.”

State’s credit outlook
In negative column

TOPEKA (AP)— Continuedre-
liance upon one-time sources of
revenueand declining cashreserves
have prompted analysts to reduce
the state’s credit outlook from
stableto negative.

Moody'’s, one of the nation’s
major credit rating services, issued
anew report on the state Wednes-
day, citing the state’ songoing bud-
get problemsasaconcern.

“Moody’s expects the state of
Kansaswill continueto experience
budgetary stressinthe near future,
and we will continue to monitor
economic and financial develop-
mentsover theupcoming months,”
Moody’ssaid.

It was the second time in 10
monthsthat the state’ soutlook was
downgraded. Moody’s still gives
Kansasarating of Aa2, while Stan-
dard & Poor’sratesKansasatAA+.

“I1t'sareflection of thetimewe're

Nice outlook

Thomas, L ogan Counties
Tonight...Mostly clear. Lows
in the lower 50s. Light north-
west wind becoming southwest

late this evening.
Friday...Mostly sunny. Highsin
the upper 80s. Southwest wind
5 to 10 mph. Friday
night...Mostly clear. Lowsinthe
upper 50s.

By thenumbers

Wednesday’shigh, 76

L ow thismorning, 54

Year ago today, 98 and 61

Records for the date, 108 in
1936, 42in 1958

24-hour precipitation to 8
a.m. today, 0.00

June’s precipitation to date,
2.65

Year’s precipitation to date,
9.00

2002's precipitation to date,
4.18

Water Usage/Colby

June 25 = 3.035 million gal-
lons

in,” said Caroline Cruise, analyst
for Moody’s.

Downgrading the outlook indi-
catesthatinvestorsseemoreriskin
purchasing state debt. Cutting the
creditratingwouldincreasethecost
of borrowing money by boosting
theinterestratethestatewould have
to pay.

Cruisesaidthenext stepwouldbe
to place Kansason Moody’swatch
list, meaning the bond rating isin
danger of being cut in the short
term. States currently on Moody’s
watch list are Connecticut and
Michigan.

L egislators approved two major
bond issues during the 2003 ses-
sion. Thefirst authorizes$500 mil-
lion in bondsto be issued to cover
liabilities of the Kansas Public
EmployeeRetirement System. The
second, also worth $500 million,
would be issued to help Boeing.

Hundreds attend
Marine’s service
Pf

ELLE PLAINE (AP) —
Ryan Cox was remembered at his
funeral Wednesday asapolite, self-
less man who had many friends.

“Thisisatoughone—wewill try
togetthroughittogether,” theRev.
Steven Lee, pastor of First Baptist
Church in Belle Plaine, told the
morethan400 mournersgathered at
thehigh school auditorium. The 19-
year-old Marine died near Ngjaf,
Iraq. Officialshavetoldthefamily
that an accidental discharge of an-
other soldier’ sweapon struck Cox.

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press
M i k e

Bailey’s auc-
tioneeringskills
haveearnedhim 1
abid to the In-
ternational Auc-
tioneer Cham-

pionship in San L
AntonioonJuly Mike Bailey
9.

Bailey, of Jennings, is the

championKansasStateAuctioneer.
Heworksfor Farm and Ranch Re-
alty in Colby.

He said he's been to the state
competition before but always
managed to finish second or third
before getting the top prize for the
first timethisyear.

“It paid off | guess,” Bailey said.

He' sworked asan auctioneer for
15 years. “I've always been in-
volved in livestock and it
(auctioneering) always interested

Auctioneer taking talent to top event

me,” hesaid. “| picked it up on my
own and started doingit.”

A trip to the World Livestock
Contest ayear ago earned himatop
15finish.

The format for a contest is just
like aregular sale except it has
judgesratingtheperformanceof the
auctioneer, including the clarity of
hisvoice. Thenthey pick awinner.

Hesaid he’snot nervoushbecause
he's a seasoned competitor and is
looking forwardtothecompetition.

“It'sfuntogoto,” Bailey said.
“You'refamiliar with alot of the
people, old friendsyou don’t see
very often.”

He'll be competing against
competitors from around the
country and possibly Canada.

“It'll beagood time,” he said.
“It’ 1l befunto go and seehow the
other part of theworld doesit.”

Cheering on their son-in-law
from back herein Colby will be
Ed and Joyce Dean.

Corvettes invade Colby

-
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Rod and Barbara Stelter of El Dorado Hills, Calif., left, and Patty
Vassilopoulos of Sacramento, Calif. gassed up in Colby on Tues-
day. Members of River City Corvettes of Sacramento, they were
traveling as part of a group of Corvette enthusiasts on their way

to Bowling Green, Ky. to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
Corvette. More than 10,000 Corvettes are expected in Bowling
Green for the anniversary. After the celebration, they are travel-

ing on to Nashville, Tenn.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Colby Is one of Chautauqua hosts

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The Colby area will be one of
only four townsin Kansas to host
the June 2004 Tour of Chautaugqua
entitled “ Bleeding Kansas: Where
the Civil War Began.”

For those unfamiliar with what
Chautauquais, Marion Cott, execu-
tivedirector of theKansasHumani-
tiesCouncil, described it asapopu-
lar form of community learningin
the late 1800s and early 1900sin
America.

The event combines informal
education and entertainment often
presented under alarge tent in the
out of doors. Theodore Roosevelt
oncedescribed Chautauquaas* the
most American thinginAmerica.”

“Each summer,” Cott said, “the
KansasHumanitiesCouncil returns
this American tradition to Kansas
communities.”

Next year, in addition to the
Colby-areaChautauquaon June11-
15, theother locationsinclude Junc-
tion City from June 4-8; Fort Scott
from June 18-22; and Lawrence

from June 25-29.

Eventhoughtheeventisnearly a
year away, Leilani Thomas, direc-
tor of the Colby Convention and
Visitors Bureau and on the
Chautauguacommittee, said helpis
needed for many different aspects
of theevent.

“Thisisjust not for Thomas
County,” Thomas said, “but rather
an area-wide project to include
Sherman, Sheridan and Logan
Countiesaswell.”

Volunteerswill beneededtohelp
raise the tent, assist with many
youth activities and workshops,
concessions, and local entertain-
ment.

Thomas said that an areaperson
isalsoneeded nightly asamaster of
ceremoniesduringtheevening pro-
grams.

“Eacheveningunder anold-fash-
ioned tent,” Cott said, “hear these
famous historical figurestell usin
theirownwordshow their livesand
actions affected the Kansas Terri-
tory and the future of America.”

Ashistory comesaliveinthepe-

riod known as “Bleeding Kansas’
the actors will commemorate the
turbulent yearsof the Kansasterri-
tory when the eyes of the nation
turned to Kansas during the period
of 1854 through 1861.

President Abraham Lincolnwas
guoted during that time as having
said, “Your territory has had a
marked history — no territory has
had such ahistory.”

Some of the highlights of the
2004 Chautauqua will encompass
thestrugglefor humanfreedomand
national identity that shaped the
country’s history and destiny, Cott
said.

There were two visions of
Americaduring theperiod for next
year’sChautauquawhichincluded
one free and one slave, both com-
peting for thenation’sfutureonthe
Kansasprairies.

Some of the historic figureswho
will visit Colby include Abraham
Lincoln, John Brown, Frederick
Douglass, DavidAtchison, Clarina
Nicholsand Stephen F. Douglas.

Alongwiththesehistoricfigures,

there will also be music from the
time, afilmseries, book fair, re-en-
actments, historical toursandmore,
Thomas said.

Committeemembersareall from
Colby, unless otherwiseindicated.
Those include: Leilani Thomas,
Sue Taylor, Phil DeYoung, Gerry
Fulwider, D’ Ette Scholtz, Chandler
Wieland, MikeBaughn (Brewster),
Nancy Saddler, Cindy Mullin
(Oakley), Sally Toth, Judy
Kleinsorge, Diana Wieland, Deb
Bickner, Ron Davis, Carol Sweat
(Wallace), Carolyn Armstrong,
Margie Broeckelman (Oakley),
Donna Price (Goodland), JoOAnne
Sunderman, Warren Hixson, Patty
Decker, Joe Munsell, Laure
Withington, VanessaEicher, Sharee
Fromholtz, Fred Jones (Oakley)
and Bert Mosier (Hoxie).

Asthe event continues to draw
closer, more information about
Chautauqua and ways people can
help will appear in future publica-
tions. For questionsor tolearnmore
about volunteering, call Thomasat
462-3401.
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Senior Center closed July 4

The Senior Progress Center will be closed for the Fourth
of July holiday. Nomeal swill beserved or delivered andthe

vanwill not run.

Share distribution Saturday

Heartland Share delivery is Saturday at 10:30 a.m. at the
Sacred Heart School gymnasium. There are afew shares
availablefor thoseinterested. For questions, call Gene Grif-

fin, 460-3579.

Youth football sign up noted

Any 5th or 6th grader interested in playing in the North-

west Kansas Youth Football League can call Gordon
Rasmussen at 462-6524to sign up. A meeting of parentsand

playerswill beheld at alater date.

College board meets today
A special meeting of the Colby Community Collegeboard

of trusteeswill be held at 5 p.m. today in the board room of
ThomasHall. ltemsonthe agendainclude softwarelicense,
alongwith serviceand maintenanceagreement, | easefinanc-
ing considerations and payment of claims. The meeting is

opentothepublic.

Swim lessons continue

The Colby Recreation Department is offering swim les-
sons. Thethirdandfinal session beginsonMonday, June30
andendsThursday, July 10. Lessontimesare8:30a.m., 9:30
a.m.,or 10:30a.m. For questionsor toregister, call theColby
Recreation Department at (785) 462-4440.

City adjusts trash schedule
The City of Colby Sanitation Department will not be op-
eratingon Friday, July 4, in observance of thelndependence
holiday, said Gerry Bieker, public works director. Friday’s
residential grassandtrashwill bepickeduponThursday, July
3aongwiththeregular residential solid waste route.

Qu een, pI‘I ncess contestants wanted

The Thomas County Rodeo Queen and Princess Contest
istaking entriesfor theevent on Friday, July 25. Queensages
17-23and princesses 10-16 yearsold by Jan. 1, 2003 areeli-

gible. Contestantsmust al so bearesident of northwest Kan-
sas, said Marie Skolout, oneof thecoordinators. Contestants
will bejudgedinhorsemanship, interview, speech and mod-

eling. A trophy saddle will be awarded to the queen, along
with belt buckles for the queen and princess. Prizeswill be
awarded for horsemanship, ticket salesand peopl€’s choice
award. The2003 Thomas County Rodeo Queen and Princess

will be crowned on Tuesday, July 29, at the PRCA Rodeo.
For information or entry form, call Skolout at (785) 586-

2228.

Trophy sponsors wanted

The Thomas County Extension Officeislooking forindi-
vidual stosponsor 4-H trophiesfor thisyear’sfair, said D’ Ette
Sholtz, county extension agent.call 462-4582.
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