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Colby City Council ponders increase In sewer rates

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

Sewer ratescould goupin Octo-
ber for residentsintownfollowing
the Colby City Council meeting
earlier thisweek.

The proposal will be brought
back to the council in late July or
early August recommending that
the minimum sewer charge for the
first 3,000 gallonsbechangedfrom
$4.56 per month to $9 per month.

Thesewer proposal waspart of an
overall review by the city’s utility
committee, which looked at water
rates, electric rates, and sewer and
sanitation charges, said Carolyn
Armstrong, city manager.

Fireworks
will draw

attention

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Colby Police Department
will be keeping an eye on things
over the Fourth of July holiday.

Chief Randy Jones said the de-
partment will be dealing with fire-
works complaints on a complaint-
by-complaint basis.

“We'regoingtoenforceitlikewe
normally do,” he said.

Jones said officers have already
answered afew complaints. Offic-
erswill either confiscatefireworks
or givecitations.

Itisillegal to set off fireworksin
the city limits.

Sincefireworkslikebottlerock-
ets becameillegal, he said enforc-
ing theordinanceiseasier.

Fireworks sales are up but acci-
dentsare down.

“It'samatter of people policing
their own children,” Jones said.

He also said the department is
going to be paying extra attention
because there will be many people
on theroad thisweekend.

“We're not tolerant of people
who drink and drive,” Jones said.

He said officers will try to be
more observant but enforcement
will benodifferentthanusual inthe
city..
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Thomas, L ogan Counties

Tonight...Mostly clear witha
slight chance of thunderstorms.
Lows in the upper 60s. South-
east wind 10 to 20 mph becom-
ing southwest late. Chance of
rain 20 percent. Independence
day...Partly sunny. A chance of
thunderstormsintheafternoon.
Highsin the lower 90s. South-
west wind 10to 20 mph becom-
ingnorthlate. Chanceof rain 30
percent. Saturday...Partly
sunny. A chance of thunder-
stormsintheafternoon. Highsin
thelower 90s. Chanceof rain 30
percent. Sunday...Mostly clear
during the day...Then mostly
cloudy with a chance of show-
ersandthunderstorms. Highsin
the mid 90s. Monday...Cloudy
with a chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Highs around
80.

By thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 100

Low thismorning, 62

Year ago today, 94 and 66

Records for the date, 107 in
1934, 44in 1924

24-hour precipitation to 8
am. today, 0.00

July’s precipitation, 0.00

Year’s precipitation to date,
10.87

2002's precipitation to date,
4.18

Water Usage/Colby

July 2=2.864milliongallons

Inadditiontothecouncil approv-
ing the implementation of energy
cost adjustments with the August
billing, the proposed ordinance on
sewer chargesand increasing rates
for commercial sanitation trucks
will be considered at one of those
future meeting.

The council also heard pros and
consonestablishinga“noparking”
resol ution onthesouth sideof West
Thirdfrom CopelandtoWest 4th St.
during the construction project.

Theideaof creating aresolution
to addressthisissuewas suggested
by oneof theresidentsin that area,
Armstrong said. In preparing for
discussion, Armstrong saidthat she,

along with Police Chief Randy
Jones and Gerry Bieker, public
worksdirector, checked the neigh-
borhood. “We all agreed that there
isaproblemthere,” shesaid, “and|
amaskingfor thecouncil’sinputon
thisresolution.”

John Bremenkamp, one of the
council members, said while he
believed it was“tight” inthat area,
healsosaid hethinksit'suptodriv-
ers. “They have a choice,”
Bremenkampsaid, “they don’'thave
totakeThird Street, they caninstead
take Highway 24.”

Council member Todd Barrows
said he tended to agree with
Bremenkamp that this was a

driver’schoice.

Jonasand MarleneFriesen, resi-
dentsin that area, were present at
the council meeting to offer their
input. Mr. Friesen saidit would be
more convenient for them if park-
ing was only allowed on the south
side instead of the north side be-
cause of their personal situation.

After abrief discussion, amajor-
ity of the council indicated they
weresatisfiedwiththeway itisright
now in that area. As aresult, the
resolutiondiedforlack of amotion.

In other council business:;

« Authorizationtonegotiateaser-
vice agreement in connection with
the water treatment facility was

approved by thecouncil, alongwith
the required documentation under
the financial agreement with the
Environmental Protection Agency
at thefacility.

e The council instructed
Armstrong to check with banksin
the areaand the differencein rates
for investment funds with regards
to approving a new investment
policy for thecity.

*Approva wasgiventobuy some
used shoring equi pment at about 30
percent of new valuefor safety pur-
poses.AccordingtoArmstrong, the
pieces the city is considering are
worth over $50,000 and would be
split between the water, sewer and

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Thecarnival committee’ swork
has nearly paid off.

For more than ayear the Tho-
mas County Amusement ASso-
ciation has been working to get
amusements and rides for the
Thomas County Fair.

Kerry Wark, committee chair-
man, said they have nine attrac-

Alex and Madison Zimmerman, Kayla Webber and Nolan and
J.J. Marten and others enjoy a spin around the new dino-go-
round atthe Thomas County Fairgrounds. The amusementride

tionsthat will beready for fair.

He said the effort started two
yearsagowhenthefair board asked
for helpafter twoyearsof fairswith-
out carnivals.

They held ameeting and acom-
mittee was set up, made from
people who attended.

“We've had alot of support,”
Wark said. “It was still hard. We
could always use more help.”

is one of nine attractions that’ll be open for the fair July 28-Aug.
2. The Thomas County AmusementAssociation has been work-
ing for more than a year to bring carnival rides back to the fair.

Groupss efforts right on target for the fair

Hesaldtherewassomehopethey
would be set up to run rides before
the fireworks display at the fair-
grounds on Friday but they didn’t
quite makeit. “But we'll be ready
for thefair,” Wark said.

Thefairwasandstill istheirmain
goal and he said the rides will be
ready for it, even though the Para-
trooper isthe only ride set up right
now.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Committee member Dick
Parnell said the other rides in-
clude atilt-a-whirl, the Para-
trooper and the Zipper for older
kids and for the younger set, a
slide, mini Ferriswheel, swing,
dino-go-round and the two
inflatables.

He said different community
groups have adopted the amuse-
mentstorunthemduringthefair.

Hostilities continue to take toll in lrag

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — An
Army truck hitanexplosivewest of
Baghdad injuring six U.S. soldiers
early Thursday, and ambushersin
the capital wounded two other
American soldiersin separateinci-
dents, U.S. military officials and
witnessessaid.

An explosion during a demon-
strationinBagouba, 35 milesnorth-
east of Baghdad, killed one person
and injured at least five. The dem-
onstratorswereprotestingtheU.S.

Army’s alleged detention of the
city’stop Shiitecleric.

During the hostilities, U.S. sol-
diersalsoinjuredasix-year-oldboy
and killed another bystander, as
well as an Iragi gunman, military
officialsandcivilianwitnessessaid.

In Ramadi, 60 miles west of
Baghdad, a two-Humvee convoy
struck anexplosiveearly Thursday,
wounding six soldiers, said Sgt.
Patrick Compton, a U.S. military
spokesman in Baghdad.

Andanambusher firedagrenade
at aU.S. Army convoy in down-
town Baghdad Thursday morning,
wounding one soldier, and troops
who returned fire killed an Iragi
bystander, witnesses said.

As the convoy moved along
Baghdad’sHaifaStreet,amanfired
arocket-propelled grenade while
standinginacar’ssunroof; thegre-
nade exploded beneath an Army
Humvee, said Saddam Juwad, 22,
a bystander. Most of the soldiers

jumped from the Humvee before
theexplosion, Juwad said. Onesol-
dierwhoappearedtobeinjuredwas
evacuated, Juwad and other wit-
nessessaid.

Astheattackerssped away, U.S.
soldiersbeganfiringwildly, Hassan
and other witnessessaid, killingthe
driver of another car. AsaHumvee
sat burning inthe street an hour af -
ter the attack, witnesses pointed to
apool of blood on the street where
thevictim had fallen.

electric departments. The council
authorized theexpenditure of uptc
$15,000for theshoring equi pment.

* Thecity received $2,600 on the
electricvanthat wasinvolvedinthe
accident last month, Armstrong
said. Further discussion will be
doneby thevehiclecommitteewith
arecommendation before the next
council meeting.

« Venture Corporation in Great
Bendwasthelow bidder for themill
and overlay project from |-70 tc
Cedar on Range Ave. at a cost of
$934,957. The work will be re-
viewed by the Kansas Department
of Transportation and the city for
the appropriate agreement.

Governor:
NEwW prison
not needed

TOPEKA (AP)—Thestatedoes
not needtobuildanew prison, Gov.
Kathleen Sebeliussaid Wednesday,
takingissuewithAttorney General
Phill Kline who thinks the state
needsone.

Sebelius said she believes the
statehasenough prison spacefor its
prisonpopulationandsaidif itwere
facedwithacrunch, shewouldlook
fortheleast expensiveaternativetc
the problem.

The Democratic governor made
her statements aday after Kline, &
Republican, suggested the state
should build a new prison anc
toughen penaltiesfor paroleeswhc
evade state supervision.

Kline also said he would lobby
the Legislature next year to autho-
rize construction of anew prison.

Kline has announced an aggres-
sive effort by his office to hunt
down missing parolees.

Though Sebelius said she wel-
comes help from the attorney
general’s office and the Kansas
Bureau of Investigation, she ques-
tionedwhy Atty. Gen. Klinewasbe-
coming involved with the Depart-
ment of Corrections’ ongoing ef-
fortsto find missing parolees.

“We'renot quite surewhat isbe-
ing planned,” Sebeliussaid.

“Itisn’'tasifit’snotgoingonright
now,”shesad

Kline said that in the past few
weeks, two people working out of
his office found parolees who had
beenmissingfromstatesupervision
for uptofiveyears.

“They werefolksthe Department
of Corrections could not find,”
Klinesaid.“Ittook aphonecall and
computer — and the will — so |
would welcomeamore aggressive
partnershipwiththe Department of
Corrections.”

Concernsabout populationlevels
led legislatorsthisyear to enact —
with Sebelius' support — alaw
mandating treatment rather than
prison for some drug offenders.

But Kline has opposed that |aw
and hascontinuedto arguethat bud-
get concerns should not drive sen-
tencing policy.

Thestatehasabout 9,000inmates
in its custody, with room in its
prison system for about 9,100.

Thegovernor saidthat if thestate
needs more space, the Department
of Correctionswill consider leasing
it from other states or county jails
first.
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Bicyclists to stop in Colby

Residentsmay noticeagroup of 32 bicyclistsin Colby on
Friday night, said Carolyn May, missions chairperson at
Colby United M ethodist Church. Thebicyclistswill becom-
ingtotownintwo groupsand areriding some4,000 milesto
raise awareness for Habitat for Humanity, an organization
that buildshomesfor thelessfortunate, she said. Thegroup

will stay overnight in Colby with their final destination the
Golden Gate Bridgein San Francisco.

Free Press breaks for July 4th

The Colby Free Presswill not publish an edition on July
4th. “We will take the day off and enjoy it with family and

friends,” said Tom Dreiling, publisher.“ Thingswill getback 1.
tonormal on Monday, althoughit’ll bealittletough coming

off athree-day break,” hesaid.

Commissioners’ agendatold
The Thomas County Commissioners have four itemson

Library’s ‘Family Night'datechanged
“Family Night” at Pioneer Memorial Library, which was
previously scheduled for Thursday, July 3, hasbeen changed

their agendafor Monday’s9 a.m. meeting at the courthouse.
At 9:00 - Larry Jumper, landfill report; 10:00 - Jim Blume,
Developmental Servicesof Northwest Kansastogivereport
and 2004 budget request; 10:30 - Nine Carpenter, ADAC
report and 2004 budget request; and 11:00 - Randy Dick, Kaw
Valley Insuranceto give healthinsuranceupdate. Themeet-
ingisopentothepublic. Also, thecourthousewill beclosed
Friday in observance of the July 4th holiday.

School district has new prefix

Colby Public Schoolshaschanged all tel ephone numbers
from the “465” prefix to “460" prefix, said Kirk Nielsen,
superintendent. Thechangewentintoeffect on Tuesday, July

toThursday, July 10, said JoAnne Sunderman, librarian. The
timeof the* Family Night” isstill 7 p.m. For questions, call
thelibrary at 462-4470.

Donations needed for fireworks

Thomas County Kiwanis Club is still seeking donations
from businesses and individuals to offset the cost of this

year’'s fireworks display. For those wanting to contribute,
donations may be sent to: Colby Kiwanis, PO. Box 501,

Colby, Kan. 67701.

Mosquito spraying begins
City of Colby crewsarenow spraying for mosquitoes the

remainder of the summer. For those wanting to be notified
before crews enter their area, call Jo Strage, executive sec-

retary to the city manager, 462-4410. City officialsask that
residents check yards and empty anything that is holding
stagnant water, such as cans, swimming pools, tires, etc., to
hel p keep the mosquito population to aminimum.
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