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PATTY DECKER/Colby Free Press

Even two-month-old Kamryn Sitton of Colby enjoyed the Fourth watched the Kiwanis fireworks display at the Thomas County fair-
of July activities in Colby. Kamryn, along with family and friends,

grounds. She is the daughter of Scott and Layne Sitton.

A 1.1{ Club, firemen
iy | color the sky

By JAY KELLEY
Colby Free Press

TheColby KiwanisClubandfire
department joined forces for an-
other IndependenceDay fireworks
show at the Thomas County Fair-
groundson Friday night.

The Kiwanis support the show,
continuing atradition going back
around 20 years when they were
asked by the Chamber of Com-
merce to take over the event after
Dr. Willis Johnson, an area chiro-
practor who had done a fireworks
display for many years, passed
away.

The Kiwanis, including Ralph
Schmidt, Bill Dowell and then
Colby FireChief Ivan Lee, took on
thetask, but asthecertification pro-
cess got stricter, there were fewer
members able to maintain qualifi-
cations and more firefighters got
involved at the sametime.

TheKiwanisstill providethefire-
works, under the supervision of
committeechairman Greg Schafer,
along with help in setting up and
cleaning up after the shoot.

The show hasgrown larger with
each passing year aswell, accord-
ingto Fire Department Service Of -
ficer J.L. Ellis.

“We had 258 mortarsthisyear,”
hesaid. Ellisalso said they tried to
add something new each year. This
year the finale was four “boxes.”
Two contained 50 three-inch shots
and two contained 16 four-inch
shots each. Last year they used
boxeswith 1-2 inch shots.

Another bigchangeoccurredtwo
years ago when they acquired new
mortars. In the past, all shots had
been done with 24 mortars which
hadtoberel oaded, atime-consum-

ing and dangerous process.

“We don’t reload anything
now,” Ellissaid.

Lee, whoisstill involvedinthe
show, said new fireworks were
also safer.

“We had alot of low-openers
(fireworks which go off to low,
endangering the crews) and mis-
fires, butwehaven'thadany inthe
last couple of years,” he said.

L ee added the low-openers
were spectacular even though
they were dangerous.

“The crowdsl|ove them.”

This year’s show also used
some* special” shellsdesignedto
make patterns. Ellis said fire-
works manufacturers are always
tryingto comeupwith something
new.

“BlueistheHoly Grail of fire-
works,” hesaid. “ Thereisn’tany-
thing that burns pure blue. When
someone comes up with that,
they’ll haveit made.”

Other criteria include hang
time, thetimetheshell isintheair,
and height. The higher the shell
goes, the more people can see
them. The largest shell fired was
sixinches, becauseof thelimitsof
handfiring.Alarger shell requires
theahility tofireelectronically for
safety, but panel sarevery expen-
sive.

Cost isthe mgjor limiting fac-
tor in the Colby show. The fire-
worksarefunded by donationsto
the Kiwanisand thisyear’s show
cost $3,900. The club has many
regular donors, but always needs
fundsto defray the costs. Anyone
interested in donating can contact
Schafer or Rick Dickman at the
fire department.

Continued hot

Thomas, L ogan Counties

Tonight...Partly cloudy. A
chanceof showersand thunder-
storms through early morning.
Lowsinthemid 60s. Southeast
wind 10 to 20 mph. Chance of
rain 40 percent.

Tuesday...Partly sunny. A
slight chance of showers and
thunderstormsintheafternoon.
Highs in the upper 90s. South
wind5to10mph. Chanceof rain
20 percent.

Tuesday night...A slight
chanceof showersand thunder-
storms until midnight... Other-
wise partly cloudy. Lowsinthe
upper 60s. Chance of rain 20
percent.

Wednesday...Mostly sunny.
Highs 100 to 105.

Wednesday night...Mostly
clear. Lowsinthelower 60s.

By thenumbers

Sunday’shigh, 102

L ow thismorning, 64

Year ago today, 95 and 61

Records for the date, 106 in
1973, 44in 1908

24-hour precipitation to 8
am. today, 0.02

Precipitation July 4, 0.01

July’s precipitation, 0.03

Year's precipitation to date,
10.90

2002’s precipitation to date,
4.18

Water Usage/Colby

July 4-5-6 = daily average
3.015 million gallons.

Earlier temperatures:

July 5,101

July 4,101

July 3, 105

Factsandfiguresaresupplied
daily by the Northwest Re-
search-Extension Center,
Colby.

Local foundation gets lift from Kansas Health Foundation

By TOM (TD) DREILING
Free Press Publisher

The executive director of the
Thomas County Community
Foudnation isexcited.

And she should be.

The Foundation is participating
in an initiative from the Kansas
Health Foundation designed to en-
couragethecreation and growth of
endowment funds, said Becky
Donelan, director.

ShesaiditisPhase?2 of the" Giv-
ing Resources to Our World”
Healthy K ansas Community Foun-
dationInitiativeinwhich her orga-
nization has participated from its
inception.

“Under the terms of the pro-

gram,” shesaid, “for every $2given
to a permanently endowed fund
during 2003, theK anssHalth Foun-
dation will donate $1.”

Donelanexplainedthat thenewly
endowed funds may benefit any
charitable purpose selected by the
donor, with the Kansas Health
Foudnationmatchtobeplacedinan
endowed fundfor youthinThomas
County.

She said the Thomas County
Community Foundationiseligible
for up to $100,000 in matching
funds from the Kansas Health
Foundation. “But unliketheprevi-
ous challenge, no minimum cam-
paigntotal isrequiredfor theFoun-
dation to receive those matching

funds,” Donelan said.

Donelan said endowed funds
“areawonderful legacy fromado-
nor to his’her community. Oncean
endowed fund is established, the
principal isnever spent; rather, the
interest earned each year isdistrib-
uted accordingtothepurposesiden-
tified by the donor when establish-
ing the fund.” She said this per-
petual legacy will continueto meet
theneedsidentified by thedonor for
decadesto come.

A number of different types of
funds are available, allowing do-
norsto choosethe onethat best fits
their needs and charitable inten-
tions. A donor, she said, may name
thefundthey establish, andrequests

for anonymity will behonored. She
said the Thomas County Commu-
nity Foundation hasset aminimum
of $2,500 to establish and name a
separate fund. However, smaller
amounts may be contributed and
pooled into a general, endowed
grant fund. Once a fund has been
established, additional amounts
may be added at any time.

Donelan said an endowed fund
may beestablishedwithavariety of
resources. Cash contributions al-
low for establishment of afundina
matter of aday or two.

However, other assets may also
begiventoestablishafund. Irrevo-
cable planned gifts that name the
ThomasCounty Community Foun-

dation astheremaindermanfor the
full amount, completed during
2003, may be counted toward this
matching opportunity at the gift
value of the planned gift.
Transfers of stock, real estate,
paiduplifeinsuranceor other assets
may also qualify. These are more
complex transactions, shesaid, that
require teamwork between the do-
nors, their professional advisors
andtheFoundation. “ Thesecontri-
butions will often have positive
personal tax and estate benefits, as
well asbeing great for thefuture of
charitable groups and causes.”
Anyone wanting more informa-
tionshouldcontact Donelan at 785-
460-9152 or tccf @st-tel .net.

Accidents
keep Highway
Patrol busy

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

There were several injury acci-
dentsonroadsaroundtheareaover
the Fourth of July weekend.

According to reports from the
Kansas Highway Patrol, an acci-
dent July 5 resulted in an Illinois
family being taken to Citizens
Medical Center in Colby.

Jennifer S. Zarembski, 30, of
Oswego, Ill. was driving her 2002
Ford eastbound on I-70 when she

noticed the trailer she was pulling
was swaying. Shelost control and
thevehicleandtrailerrolledintothe
ditch approximately three miles
east of Colby.

Zarembski, along with David B.
Zarembski, 44; AlexandraZaremb-
ski, 11; Samantha Zarembski, 4;
and Ben Zarembski, 2, all of
Oswego,were transported to Citi-
zensMedical CenterinColby. Con-
dition reportswere not available.

Also on July 5, Jules J. King of

Granite City, Ill. was traveling
westbound on 1-70 near Oakley
driving asemi when astrong wind
pushed the trailer onto the guard
rail.

Hethen lost control and therig
anditrolled off theoverpassbridge
and caught fire.

King, 55, wastransported to the
Logan County Hospital . Hiscondi-
tionisalso not known.

Gove County was also the scene
of an accident near Grainfield. On

July 4, Adrian Escalera, 21, of
Denver, was driving his 2000
Hummer when he veered right
into the south ditch on eastbound
[-70. TheHummer rolled several
timesbeforecomingtorestonits
wheels. He, along with Gustavo
Escalera, 16, AdrianEscalera, Jr.,
2; Damien Escalera, six months;
AlegjendraEscalera, 22 and Cindy
J. Padilla, 18, al of Denver, were
transported to Gove County Hos-
pital for treatment.

B e Y

School district has new prefix

Colby Public School shaschanged all tel ephonenumbers
from the “465" prefix to “460" prefix, said Kirk Nielsen,
superintendent. Thechangewentintoeffect on Tuesday, July

1.

Library’s ‘Family Night’is Thursday
“Family Night” at Pioneer Memorial Library will beheld

Thursday, said JoAnne Sunderman, librarian. Thetimeof the

“Family Night” is 7 p.m. For questions, call thelibrary at

462-4470.

MOSQUI'[O spraying Underway

City of Colby crews are spraying for mosquitoes for the
remainder of the summer. For those wanting to be notified
before crews enter their area, call Jo Strage, executive sec-
retary to the city manager, 462-4410. City officialsask that
residents check yards and empty anything that is holding
stagnant water, such as cans, swimming pools, tires, etc., to

hel p keep the mosquito population to aminimum.

Childbirth classes offered

Colby Childbirth Educationwill host aseriesof childbirth
education classesin July. Classeswill be held at the Colby
Community CollegeHealth SciencesbuildingonThursdays
(July 10, July 17, July 24, and July 31) from 7to 10 p.m. The
focus of the classesisto help prepare the expectant mother
and her coachfor birth. To pre-register, call (785) 462-4850.

Volleyball camp planned

TheColby High School volleyball campwill beheldfrom
9am. to 11 am., inthe high school’s gymnasium on Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday, July 21-23, said Lesley Wag-
oner, coachingthecamp. Thisisfor al girlsentering grades
9th through 12th for the 2003-04 school year, she said. The
cost is $30 and to register or for questions, call Wagoner at
(785) 462-7959. Camp participants are asked to contact
Wagoner no later than 5 p.m., Friday, July 18.

Queen, princess contestants wanted

The Thomas County Rodeo Queen and Princess Contest
istaking entriesfor theevent on Friday, July 25. Queensages

17-23and princesses 10-16 yearsold by Jan. 1, 2003 areeli-
gible. Contestantsmust al so bearesident of northwest Kan-
sas, said Marie Skolout, oneof thecoordinators. Contestants
will bejudgedinhorsemanship, interview, speech and mod-
eling. A trophy saddle will be awarded to the queen, along
with belt buckles for the queen and princess. Prizeswill be

awarded for horsemanship, ticket salesand peopl€’s choice
award. The2003 Thomas County Rodeo Queen and Princess
will be crowned on Tuesday, July 29, at the PRCA Rodeo.

2228.

For information or entry form, call Skolout at (785) 586-

Trophy sponsors needed

TheThomas County Extension Officeislooking for busi-
nessesand individual sto sponsor 4-H trophiesfor thisyear’s

county fair. Each trophy is$8. Call (785) 462-4582.
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